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covEmimirr of bencal. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Exoellsney Colonel the Right Hon’ble Sir FiAHcns STAinuBI 
Jackson, p.c., o.c.i.k. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. Mars, c.i.r., ix.s., in charge of the foUowiag 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 

The Hon’ble Albadj Sir Abdkijcerim OnuzNAvr, kt., in charge of 
the following portfoliee : 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 

. I 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. ]). U. Pbkntice, r s.i., c.i.k., i.c.s., in charge 
of the following portfolios : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Eegvlatiott of medical and other professional qnalifieaiMiilii 

and standards, subject to legislation bj the Indtaii 
Legislature. 

0; Judicial. 

7« Hasaribagh Reformatory ScbooL 
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QOVEENEENT OF BENGAL. 


Hie Hon’ble Sir B. B. Ghosb, kt., in diarge of the foUowiiig 
portfolios : — 

1. If&nd Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. Legislative. 


MINISTERS. 

The Flon’ble Nawab K. G. M. Faeoqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works, 


The Hon'ble Mr. Khwata Naxocuodik, c.z.b., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Education. 

2. Eegistraiion. 


* The H<Mi*ble Mr. Birov PaASAO SmoB Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios 

1. Local Self43overnmeni 

2. Eidii. 



GOTEBmCSNT OF BENGAL. 


S 


PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LBGISLATITB 
COUNCIL. 


President. 

The Hon’bls Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat CbaddhitiIi 
Saniosb. 


Deputy President. 

Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, h.l. 


Panal of Chairmofi for tho Thirty-oighth loioloii* 

1. Sir Lancelot Thaverk, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. 

2. Mr. B. C. Cuattkriek, Bar.-at-Law. 

3. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul IIaque. 

4. Mr. S. M, Bose, Bar. at-I^w. 

Secretary to the Council — ih G. floorcR, i.c.s. (offg ). 

Asaiitant Secretariee to the Counril — A. M. Hutchison and K. If# 
Maiumdar. 

Begistrar to the Council — J. W. McKat, i.s.o. 




AiNGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHASiTiCAL LIST OF MIMOERI^ 

A 

Ali| Maulyi HaMan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

All, Maulvi Sjed Nausher. [JeMore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altai. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Armitrong, Mr. W. L. [Preaidenoy and Burdwan (Europaan).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. [Hooghly cum Howrah Muoiolpil 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore Notiih (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Babu lialit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal. Mr. Surnt Chiindru. | Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Itai Bahadur Dei>endra Nath. [1?4-Pargana« Rural NortA 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-p!irgana8 Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerji, Rai Bahadur Keshab (Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhuin (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.ii.k. [Rangpur Watt (Non-Muham* 
madan).] 

Bartley. Mr. (Nominated Official.) 

Basir Uddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi MohainmetJ. [Rajshahi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Baau, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Bengal Chamlier of Criramerce.) 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. 8. M., Bar.-at-Law. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bottomley, Mr. J. M. (Nominated Official.) 

Bural, Babu Ookul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


0 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chandhuri. Babu Kiaboii Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ohaudhuri, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muham* 
mAdan).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBEB8. 


S 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AUmuaaamau. [Paridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hadzur Rahman. (Nominated 
Nou-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Hoji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominaled Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Major General W. V., c.i.e., d.s.o., m.d., f.e.c.s.i., i.m.8. 
(Nominated Official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. 0, U., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, llai Bahadur Knmini Kumar, m.u.k. [Chittagong (Non-Muhnm- 
madnn).] 

Das. Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kunmr. [Da(<a ("ity (NoroMuham- 
madnn)."! ^ 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Handhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madun),] 


E 

Eusufji, Maulvi Niir Unhinan Khan. [Mymen8ingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, the llon’ble Nawah K. 0, M.. Khan Bahadur. [Minister.] 
[Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr. I*. R, /Nominated Official.) 

Faslullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 


C 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Noiniuated Official.) 

Qhose, Dr. Amtdya Raian. [Howrah Munictpol (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ohose, Rai Bahadur tSasoiika Coraar, (Dacca University.) 

Qhoee, the Hon*b]e Sir B. B., kt. (Member, Executive Council.) 



AlraABKnOAL LIST OF HBlCBJSitS. 9 

Otoukavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir AbMkeriin, et. (Memlmr, Sem^Ni 
C ouncil.) 

GSdkrisi, Mr. B. N. (Nominated Official) 

Goenla, Bai Bahadur Badridaa, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Aeeooiaticm.) 
Guha* Babu Prolulla Kumar. [24-Parganaa Municipal North (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Guhn, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. I. N., c.i.b., m.b.e. [Bankura Weat (Non^Muhammadan).] 
Gumer, Mr. C, W. (Nominated Official) 

H 

Hakim, Maulyi Abdul [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiixul [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).} 

Mr. H. (Expert, Noiniiuited.) 

Hopkyn«, Mr. W. S., r.i.F..» o.b.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kaii Emdadul [lUnjfpur East (Muhammadan),] 

Howiin, Nawab Musharrtif, Khan Bahadur. [Malda r«m Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Ho»8ain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Faxl-uL [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Maulvi I^tafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Ahul, [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Kerr. .Mr. W, J. iAominnted Official) 

Khan, Maulvi Arnin'U'/.-Zanmri. /Nominated Offnaal) 

Khun, Khan Sahih Maulvi Muaxxam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiauddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*KhaD, Mr, llaxaur Rahman, n.L. [Dace^ East Rural (Muham* 
madan).] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Ben^ifal National Chamber of Commerce.) 


Ma^ire, Mr. L. T. (An^rlo-Indian.) 

Haiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadnn).] 

Marr, the flon’ble Mr. A., r.i.K. (MemWr, lutjcutive Council) 


Depn^ Bcufcsl L«i:i«l*tlv» Cooncit. 
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ALmSSnOAL U8T OP MBlIBm. 


MeCamkie, Mr. B. T. (Asglo-lBaiui.) 

Hiller^ Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mittra, Babn Sarat Chandra. [24-Pargaaas Rural Central (Koik* 
Muhammadan).] 

Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee^ Mr. Syamaprosad^ Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta Univeraity.) 
Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satiah Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Eai Sabib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Knssimbnznr. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nuaimuddiii, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. ((Calcutta Trades Association.) 


0 

Ordish, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 
Ormond, Mr. E. 0. [Presidency and Burdwao (European).] 


P 

Philpot, Mr. II. C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sahba.) 

Pmldar, Seth Hunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Prentice, the Hon’bleMr. W. D, R., c..h.i., c.i.e. (Member, (Executive 
Council.) 


R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.e. [Oalcutia North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiiiur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F* [Rangiiur West (Muhammadan).] 



ALPKABETIOAL UST of MIMBIBW. II 

Balunan, Mr. A. F. M. Abdar. [24-P«rgiJiM Bitnl (MvImium* 
dan).] 

Bailcatt Mr. Proeanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Mubammaaaa).} 

Bai Mabasai, Muaindra Deb. [Hoogblj Muiucipal (Ifoa» 
Hnbammadaii).] 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. [Jeeaore South (Non-Muhanunadan).] 

Ray, Baba ]EU]ietter Moban. [Tippera (Non-Mabamxnadan).] 

Bay, Babu Nageudra Narayan, b.l. [Rangpur East (Noa-Mubanh 
madan).] 

Bay, Kumar Shib Sbekhareswar. (Bajabahi LaJidholders.) 

Ray, Mabaraja Jagadisb Nath, of Diaajpur. [Diuajpur (Non- 
Mubammadan).} 

Ray, Mr. Sbanii Sbekbareawar, m.a. (Malda (NoD-Muhammadaii).] 
Bay Cbaadburi, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Bay Chaudhuri, the Hon*ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, kt., of 
Santoab. (Dacca Landbolders.) 

Ray Chowdbury, Babu Satiab Cbandra. [Mymeniingb Eaai (Non- 
Mubammadnn).] 

Ro'»h, Mr. J. (Indian Tea AHnwiidioii. ) 

Rout, Babu Ho.‘»eni. [Midnnjxire North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Ifaribansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jifendra Nath. [Jef»»ore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. [24-Parganaa Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Saileawar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Mubaromadtn).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kuronr. (]*re»idency Ijandholdem.) 

Roy, the Hoiilile Mr. Bijoy Praaad Singb. [Minister.] [Burdwan 
South (Non-Mubammadan).] 

Roy Cboudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakbali (Ncm-Muhaminn- 
dan).] 




Saadaiullab, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-ParganaB Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sabana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura Eaat (Non-Mubammadan).] 
Samad, Maulri Abdus. [Mumhidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt., c.i.k (Nominated Non-official.) 

Barker, Rai Sabib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen Gupta, Dr. Nareah Chandra. [Myrnenaingh We«t (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Rat Sabib Akshoy Kumar. [ Faridpur North { Non-Muhammadan) . j 
Sbab, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Myrnenaingh Eaat (Muhammadan).] 
Singba, Mr. Arun Cbandra. (Chittagong Landholder*.) 


PiMideBi ol the Bengal Legiidayvt OmumO. 





ALPRABETWAL LIST OF lUafBSB& 


Singh, Srijnt Taj Bahadur. [Murakidabad (Non^Muliainmadaii).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bkupendra Narayan, of Naskipur. (Burdwan 
I^endholders.) 

Sircar, I)r. Sir Nilratan, kt,, m.d. [Calcutta South (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Mukam* 
madan).} 

Sukrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 


Travers, Sir Lancelot, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. [Rajahahi (European).] 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. H, R.^ (M.e. (Noininaied Official.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. (\ (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Offloitl Raport of tho Thirty-eighth Sttston.) 

Voitimt XXXVIII— No. 2. 

Proooodings of tho Bongal LogitiaCIvo Couiioil ataomliM uiidar tho 
provitiofii of tho Covornmont of Imhi Aot 

The Cociscit met in the Cr^iunril OhumU^r in the Council HouM, 
Calcuitn, on Momlay, the 22ml Fehruurv, nt 3 p.m. 


Prooilit: 

Mr. Pr»^i<lent <the Hon'hle Rnja Sir Makmatha Nath Ray 
CuAiiDHriti, KT., of Santoiih) in the (.*huir, the four Htm’ble Members 
of the Kxecutive Council, the llon’ble Nawnb K. G. M. Faroqut. Khan 
Babmlur. the Ifon'ble Mr. Bij(»y Praimd Hingh Roy and ItXl nominated 
and elected members. 


OhiUlory Rofotonoo. 

Mr. PRitIDiNT: Gentlemen of the Council, 1 regret to contey 
to the House the melancholy news of the death of Mr. Khwaja Sala*ud* 
din which took place in a nursing home yesterday. It was only on 
Tuesday last that Mr. Sala-ud-din was with us in this Chamber taking 
part in our deliberations. This makes me feel that we live only to 
outlive. What shadows we are and what shallows we pursue! The 
late member was returned to this C^mncil last February by the Dacca 
City Muhammadan constituency. He was a man of pleasing manners 
and took a keen interest in his work in the Council. His sudden death 
at the early age of 29, is a grtevotts blow to a large number of friends 
whom he has left behind to mourn his loss, and especially Ut my friend 
the HolL’ble Mr. Khwaja Nasimuddin, Minister for EducaGoo, to whom 
he was closely related. I propose, gentlemen, with yow pemumion, to 
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QUESTIONS. 


(22k» Fia., 


««nd a mesHage of condolence of the Council to the relatives of the 
deceased, and ask you kindly to endorse what I have said by rising in 
your places. 

(The members having risen in their places) 

Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will please take the usual 
steps. 


•ttmil Qiitftioiii 

(to whioh onl iiiiiirors wore givtn). 

IrrigiUofi projoota in the Banktn distriol. 

*63. Babu 6ATYA KINKAR BANANA: (a) Has the Hon’ble 
McmW in charge of the Irrigation Dejrartment obtained ex|>ert opinion 
on the question of the adaptability of the channel system of irrigation 
in the district of BnnkuraF 

ih) If it has bwri ascertained that thannel irrigation is practi- 
cable in Bankuia, will the llon’hle Member l>e pleased to state — 

(t) what plans, if any, have been prepare<l; 

(ii) the estimated cost of the {dans; and 

(til) when the plans are ex|s*cled to execute<lP 

(f) If the said system is not piwsible, will the Hoirble Member 
be pleased to state— 

(i) what stejw the (iovernment have taken or are intending to take 
for the r(M>xcavatioii and repoirs of the tanks and butuh 
for improving iirigutiim and U'ssening the frequency of 
failure of crojis; ami 

(t*) what is the necessity for maintaining irrigation oBioes in the 
dtskeietP 


MIMBER in ehtrg# of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tlm 
Hon'iilf AlhaE] Sir AlNitIknrIm Clmiiiavi): («) Yes, if the member 
means irrigation hy (hannels running between banks formed by earth 
excavated from their beds. 

(h) (i), (ii) and (iii) It is practicable in Eankura where there is 
a sufficient supply of water or a supply which can be supplemented 
hy storage* A staiemeut is laid on the table. 

(e) Boea not ariae. 
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QUESTIONS. 


Stat0m»Ht referred to in the reply to dame (b) of starred questiaa 

No. S3. 


IrrigatiM prajMto in lankim diatriet 


Smod of projoot. 

EBtiznoted or 

MCtual OORt. 

Wlieii expMotad 
to boeiteoutiHL 


1 

Rb. 



DwiMrluMWiir Rdwervolr 

Project. 

Not yoi OBti* 

ORimot be RtdktMi 
et praaent 

Pnder 

lo irrigftle 300,000 

Mm. 

Suvonkar Daiim IVojcct 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Bcr«t Project 

MIJOS 

Ditto 

Adminittmtively 

jMoved. 

Kulai KhiU IVoicct 

5e,7»3 

Ditto 

DetoDed pl«n« mmI 
tMitiin*t« com* 

piBted. 

Bolbunfth Wcir 

77,000 

Already iii 

opeiwtum. 


Amjhore Wotr 


In operMlionu 



MMlvi «YEO MAJIO lAKtH: Will tli. Hon'bl-* UurnWr W pWied 
to toil UM With rcHpoi't to (A) (il. whoa tb#»e tbiaK* are likely Ui be 
taken in banil Y 

Ttw Hon'Me AliiadJ Sir AlOELKIRIM CHUZNAVI: Theee Runge 

cannot bo oipcctoil to bo takoii in hand just now. 

bteutvi lYEO MAJIO BAKtHt Will ibo Hun'blo Mnmbor W 

ploaoed to tell u« how far the work haw progronooil !' 

The Hon'Me Alha^ Mr AROILKIRIM QHUZNAVI: I have 
nothing to add to the wiswit nlroudy given. 

Khan BahMhir MUHAMMAD ABOUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’btp 

Member lie ptoaNod to toll uo whether he has conaidered the reapcclivo 
meritic of tank irrigation and canal irrigation, oaperially with regard to 
the <-oat of different projoets?* 

The Hon'Me AMadi Ur ABDBLKBRIM OHUZNAVIt We have not 

conaidered it 








QUESTIONS. 


[22irD Fieb., 


1 « 


Kfiaii BatiaHur MUHAMMAO ABDUL MOMINs Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to consider it in future before sanctioningr any 
expenditure on irri^ration schemes in view of the fact that it is less 
expensive? 

. Tha Hon’bto AllwdJ Sir ABDELKERIM fiHUINAVI: That is a 

matter of opinion. 


Mutlims in the ofnoe of the Insiseetreii of Sohoda, Daooa Cirde. 

*64. Mr. KHWAdA SALA-UD-DIN: (n) Will the Ilon’ble Minis, 
ter iu charge of the Education l)ei>nrtment l>e pleased to state whether 
there is any Muhainraadaii clerk in the office of the Insj)ectre«s of 
ScIhhjIs, Dacca Circle? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
tei l)e please<l to state why the 'irc ular of the l>irector of Public 
Instruction, Bengal, reganling the apjKnntments of Mussalmans has 
not yet Ijetm given effeid to in the said office? 

MINISTER in ohargo of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’hit Mr. Khoraja NazimiiiMin): (o) There is no Muhatuiuadan 
clerk in the office of the Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Division. 

(6) The pen^entage laid down by the Director of Public Instruction’s 
circular appiies to divisions as n w^hole and not to individual offices. 
Tho actual pen?eiitage attained in the Diccu Division in 1930-31 was 
36 7 against a minimum of 26*3. Effect bus, therefore, been given 
to the circular. 


AppUoation for a gun lioonao by Babu Saobinim Bbumn Qggtab 

m. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAh (a) Will the Hoo’hlo 
Member in diarge of the Pcdice Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Baba Sachindra Bhusan Gupta, Inspector 
of Amusements, Oslcutta Corporation, and a member oi the Indian 
Territorial Force, being a Nou-Cbnuiussioned Officer of the ll/19ih 
Hyderabad Hegiment, apfdied for the license of a D.B.B.L* gun to the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Police Ouimissioner refused to grant the 
Kcense? 

(c) II the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 



QirEsn(»78. 


» 


m] 

(i) i« it a fact that Balm Sackindra Bkuiaii Oap4a af^ad to BSt 
tko OoTemor of Beo^ to reoonsidM* tka daciaioti of tka 
OoAlliiiasioiiar of Police P 

(a) Is it a fact tkat tka applicatioti was transferred to tke Ckiaf 
Secretary » and tke Additional Beputy Secretary informed tke petitioner 
tkat» on tke materials beloie it, Gorc^ment saw no reason to intaiv 
fare in tke matter P 

(/) If tke answer to (e) is in tke affirmative, will tke Hon'bla 
Member be pieased to state what tkose materials are? 

(g) la it a fact that the meml^ers of the Indian Territorial Force 
are required to take un oath of allegiance to the OownP 

(k) If so, did Baku Sachindm Bbusan Gupta take any suck oatkP 

(t) Are the Government consiilering the desirability of directing 
that tke taking of the oath of allegianiM^ is a suificieiit guarantee for a 
person Ijoing entrust<Ml with a gun litnmse ft>r wlf-iiroteetion? 

MEMBER in ohirgn of POLICE DEPARTMENT (thi Hm*hk 
Mr. W. 0. R. PrMiiiot): {n) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) No casi' aas made out for the grant of a licHMise, 

(d) Yt^. 

(e) Yes, 

if) Reply to (c) may la* seen. 

ig) Yes. 

(/i) This may U» pn'sumt*d. 

(») No. 

MUNINORA DEI RAI MAHASAl! Will llu- Ilon'l>l.< Member 
be pleased to state the necessity for making out a rase for the grant 
of a license? 

Tim Hon*M Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Tlie memln^r is referretl 
to the Arras Act Manual. 


WMim if nwtnr UhhmIi <«MiglMNi*» witli a tUtiiMr ••Mlliir»* nicr 
Fatirtla (OaoM). 

m fiBi SATYENDRA KUMAR DAB BMuBw ri (o) I« the 

]^*Ue Member in okaige of ike Marine Befmrtmeni aware of the 
deaths of 17 peraons due to eoUisson of motor lannob '^Megkna'* with 

t 
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of Mni Sieamer Cboipany*§ pwienpper stiver m the 

mghi of the 17th ^on^ary k«t in the river Boriganga. near fatnBa, 
Dacca P 

(b) 11 the answer to (a) is in the affirntative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to 
bring to book the person or p^sons responsible for tbe loss of lives P 

MiMBKB in otiargii of MARINE OERARTMENT (tha HM’IMa 
Mr. A. Mart)! (a) Yea. 

(b) A Special Court of Inquiry under the Inland Steam Vessels Act 
is to be ap|>ointed to make an investigation into the circumstances 
attending the collision. 


Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahillur: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when and where the Special Court of Inquiry 
is to be constituted, and will gitP 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: The question whether the Special 
Court of Inquiry is to sit in Calcutta or Dacca is now under considera- 
tion, and as soon as that point is settled the Special Court will be 
appointed. 


Pratt Emiiloyttt* Astooiatimi. 

^•7. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (n) Will the Hmrble Mem- 
\m in t'harge of the Finance Department be ])leased to state whether 
Government have n*ceived a copy of the Annual Report of the Press 
Employees’ Association and also copies of the resolutions passed in a 
meeiiug held on the i2th September, 1931, under the presidentship of 
Dr, N. C, Sen Gupta, ii.L.c.P 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleaasd to state what actions, if any, have been taken or are 
intended to be taken in the matterP 

MEMBER in tiMrgt M FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha HttPhlt 
Mt^ A. Mtrri) («) Yea. 

{f}) No specific recommendations have been made as regards the 
Presses under the Bengal Government, while the resolutions which refer 
to the wofhuig of the Indian Padtrita and Wmlnieii’a CcmHP^iisa- 
tion Act art coiiohed in gentfol terms Gowvamnt do nol t hnrt i a tt 
ptapott to tika aAy nataan* 
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m Mililwi AtOUL HAKIM t (a) Will the Hon 'Me Membir in 
chm^ of the Revenne Department be pleated to atale irhelher the 
functions of farmers (imradars) of Government estates and temponifilp* 
settled estates rei^arding their collection of rents and cesses and their 
payment of land revenue are identical with those of landlords hating 
permanent settlement in Bengal P 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon ’hie Member 
be pleated to state the reasons for the samef 

MiMiER in eharga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlio HonnMi 
Sir B. B. ChOlt): (o) The farmers collect rent and cesses and pay 
revenue in a tem]>orary capacity and not on identical conditions. 

(h) Because the tarmers are not owners of the estates and get leiile- 
ment for a limited period. 


NoNdayt for MuhorrMi MoUtal* 

m Manlvi ABUL KASEMt (n) Is the HoirM# Member in choffs 
of the Finance Department aware that only one day has been declared 
this year. as Muhamim holiday under the Act? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the alNmiative, will the lion'ble Mem* 
l>pr be pleased to Htate under wh<s4e instruction the holidays for tho 
Mubarram festival was re<iuml fn»in two days to one? 

(c) Is the Hon ’We Meinlw aware that this has created a feeling of 
dissatisfaction amongst the Muhammadans? 

(d) Are the Go%eriimeiit ronsideriug the desiralnlity id detdaring by 
notification another day us a gosetted holiday for the Muharram festival? 

Tlio HoiinHo Mr. A. MARR: in) Yes. 

(b) Government’s. 

(c) No. 

id) No. 

MilNvi TAMIEUDDIN KHANs Is the Hon’blo Member aware iHai 
lomierly the number of holidays allotted for the Muharrasn festival 
was Eve; then it was reduced to two, and it is now pr op os e d to bo 
mdttoed to owe? 


Tit Miil*Wa Mr. A« MARR: I am not aware that if was ever fhw. 
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that of Joint Steamer Ompnny'f steamer “Mikir"" oa the 

niirht of the Hth Joiinary last in the river Btirigaiiga near Fatidk, 

Dacca ? 

(h) If the answer to fa> is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member he pleased to state what stepe, if any, have been taken to 
bring to book the i>erson or jwrsons responsible for the loss of livee? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes. 

(h) A Sp<‘( ial Court of Iii(|uiry mirier the Inland Steam Vessels Act 
is to l>e ap{>ointed to make an investigation into the circumstances 
attending the collision. 

Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Meniher be pleased to state when and where the Special Court of Inquiry 
is to be constituted, and will sit? 


Tha H0fl*ble Mr. A. MARR: The question whether the Special 
Court of Inquiry is to sit iu Calcutta or Dacca is now under considera- 
tion, and us st)on as that point is settlcMl the Special Court will he 
appointed. 


Proas Employees* AssooiatUm. 

*67. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: ui) Will the Hon hie Mem- 
l>er iu charge of the Finance Department Ik? pleased to state whether 
Ooveriuuent have received u copy of the Annual Heport of the Pres« 
Kniployees' Asscn iation and also copies of the resolutions jaissed in a 
meeting held on the 12ih Keptemher, 1931, under the presidentabip of 
Dr. N. C. Sen (Jupta, m.l.c.? 

ih) If the aiiswei to (a) is in the atHnnative, will the Hon’hle Mem- 
l)er be pleaetd to state what actions, if any, have been taken or are 
intended to l>e taken in the matter? 

MEMBER in obarge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’ble 
Mr. A. Marrt) (a) Yea. 

ih) No s|>ecific re<‘ommeBflai)onH have be<»n made as regards the 
IVesat's under the Bengal Government, while the resolutions which refer 
U> the worktop of the Indian Pactorie<> Ael and Workmen's Compenaa- 
tion Act are couched in general terms Govwmment do »ol tkaraloio 
proposa to take any aefioa. 
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Milltvi ABDUL HAKIMs (a) Will (li<* Hon’Mi* Meiiitw in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleaeed to utate whether the 
functions of farmers {iznrmhtrs) of (ioverimieut estates anti temporarily* 
settled estates regarding their I’olliHtion of rents and cesses aiid their 
pajrment of land revenue are identical a*ith those of landlorda hating 
I>ennanpDt settlement in Bengal ^ 

ib) If the nnaaer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleated to state the reasons for the same)’ 

MEMBER in cliar^ of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’Ma 
Sir B« B. GhOta): (^|) The farmers collect rent and cesses and pay 
revenue in a temporary capacity and not on identical conditions. 

(/i) Because the farmers are not owners of the estates and get seitle- 
ment for n limited jieriod. 


Nolkkiya for Muharram tiatival. 

*i8. Mattivi ABUL KAtEMs oi) Is the Hoirble Memiter in charge 
rd the Finance Depurtniciit aware that only one day has U*en dwlarwl 
this wMir, 19.‘12, as Muharram Indiday under the Act)' 

(h) If the answer to <u) is in the affirmative, will the llotrbh* Mem* 
lier Ik* please<l tc) state undei uho^e instrm*ticm the holidays for the 
Muharnuii festival wa^^ n'dmed frimi twf» days to one}' 

(r) Is the Hoii’ble Member aware that this has created ii feeling of 
dissatisfaction amongst the Muhammadans)' 

(tl) Are the Governiiooit considering the desirability of de< lariiig by 
notification another <la> as u ga«etted holiday for the Muharram festival f 

Tho Hon’blf Mr. A. MARR: in) V«>s. 

(h) Government’s. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

Maulvi TAMiZUOOIN KHANs Is the* Ifon'ble Member aware that 
formerly the numlrer of holidays allotted for the Muharram fioitival 
WM five: then it was mlticed to two, and it is now propoaed to l>e 
reditfwd to oiioP 

TIm HoiPblt Mr. A. MARR: I am not aware that it was ewr fit#. 
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MiUivI TAMIZUODIN KHAN: WiU the Hon’ble Member be 
pleafled to f^tate whether there are any executive holidays set apart 
for any Moslem festival apart from Act holidays? 

Tht Hon’blf Mr. A. MARA: No non-Act holidays have been 
reserved for special Muhammadan festivals. 

Mllilwi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Is it not possible for Government 
to allot one non-Act holiday for this festival? 

Tha Hofl’bla Mr. A. MARRS This question, like that of other holi- 
days, is now under the couHiderntion of Government. 


Clistiflcation of prisoners by Mr. H. K. Do, Third Preoidonoy 
Magistrate, Calcutta. 

•70. Mauivi 8YEO dALAtUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Is the 

Ilorrhle Memls*r in char/re of the Political (Jails) Department aware 
that the tiGnj^ Ma^’i%irate, esj>e4'iall\ Mi, H. K. De. Tinnl Presidency 
Majfistrate, Joiaha^^uii (Calcutta), pass orders rejnirdinp the classi- 
ficution of prisoners esjiecially for the ladies, which are not in con- 
formity with the rules laid down in the revised Jail (’ode? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering tlie <lesirahility of taking: 
steps in the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’blo Sir B. B. Chose): (o) No. The trvin^ Mujjristrate follows the 
revised rule in the Jail (\Hle, hut wh*n a prisimer does not furnish 
partif ulars erititlinjf him to he plaied in u hijfher division and is not 
known to the Maffistrute, he has no option in the matter hut has to plai e 
him in division III. 

(ff) Does not arise. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In the case of ladies, 
they (unnot supply more partuuhirs than that they are the sisters, 
mothers, wives of eertaiii fxMsuii'* Will the IIon’hL' Member he 
pleased to state what further particulars are wauted? 

Tho Hoil*blO Sir B. B. CHDSfi: No particulars are supplied to the 
trying? Mafristrate; if these particulars arc supplied, no doubt he would 
be able to class them accordiiijr to the status of the persons whose 
relatives they are. 
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UlMlvi tYiO MLALUDDIN HAtHlMY: Is thc^ Hon^bln Member 
aware of the fact that one Mr. Barotla Bay Chaucihuri, m.a., Head* 
matfter, was classed as a Division I prisoner, Imt unforhmntely his wife, 
thoogh she petitioned to the Magistrate, has Wen cla»8e<l as a Dtviaion 
III prisoner? 

Ttw Hon'bia Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Is the Ilon’ble Member 
in a position to sa\ that in none oi the ( Uses in which the Third Presi* 
dency Magistrate placed the pri.suners in Division 111, he was aware 
of their social status? 

Tha HofPbla Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is not fur nio to My. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREIWAR RAY: Will ili« Hou'Mk Mem- 
Ih'F be pleased to stale wbetber all ( nsej. iii > pul up to bim.” 

The Hon'bl. Sir R. B. CHOSE: No 

B.bu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: When a prisoner 
niiikes an applieution to be plaeed in a bi(fbei division, is not Ibiit appli' 
iiition Kuffieielit to i iiabb' the Mupi-.trale to ilei ide 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: When a prisoner makes an appli- 
cation to t fo\i‘rnment , it is iiojuired into. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: My queMtion was 

when a prisoner makes an aiqiloatinn tf» he placed in a higher divittioti, 
is tliat not suthiient to set the Magistrate to jm|ulre regarding the 
division in which he should he placed? 

Th« HotPble Sir B. B. CHOSE: That ma\ he* cTiough under the 
rules. Hut thi** seems to me to h«* u h> pc»thc'lieal (piestion u» no Hindi 
case has heiui hrought to the notice of tfo\ernment. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hnn*h)e Member he 
pleased to tell us whether it is a fact that the riM ciniinendutions made 
by the trying Magistrates in several c-ases tci pul prisoncTs in particular 
classes, have been set aside hy (io\ernin“nt, and the prisoners put in 
lower divisions? 

Tim Hoii’bM Sir B. B. CHOSE : In some cases, yes, 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: T' nder what circumstanres are 
the trying Magistrate's recommendations set aaideP 
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mi Hmf^ ilr t. i« OHMfl TU maltar wu iscpUrod islo; bat 

1 want notice about thie. 

Or* MABUH CHANDRA SCN CURTAi WiU the Hou’ble Hmber 

be pleaned to state wh<»tlier, as a matter of fart, the learned Third Preai^ 
dency Mag’istrate has not placed in Division III prisoners whose con- 
nections were thoroughly well known to him? 

Til# HtA’bla Sir B. B« CHOSf: 1 do not know. 


3-15 p.in. 

D4tenii$ and State priseners. 

•71. Mauivi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Ilon'hle 
MemlH'F in ( bjnjs'e of the Political Department W jileasetl to lay on the 
table a statement showing at present— 

(i) the number of persons detained uiider the Bengal Criminal 
liUw Amendment Art, 1030; 

(ii) the number of persons detained under the Xew Bengal Ordi- 
nance (1931); 

(ill) the numlx*r of persons — 

(a) in village domirile; 

(h) in home domirile; 

(r) under order of externrnent ; and 

{(I) otharwina under reitraiut under the Bengal Crimiuai Law 
Aineudment Art and the Xew Bengal Ordinance (1931); 
and 

(if) the number (*f persons detained under Regulation III of 1818P 

MEMBER in ohargt of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Ui« Hon’Mt 

Mr. W. D. R. PrMtIon): (i) (ii), (mi) and (ir) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

SUUeifkChf corrcctfiJ up (0 the llht Jaumiry, nKj2, referred to m tko 
awtirer to ftorrod quesiwn So. 71. 

(i) and (it) Kumlier of iiersotm detaiiu^d and against whom ordars 
under section 2 (/^ of the Bengal C'nminal I>aw Amendment Act, 
1930. are in foire, is,— 

(a) before the issue of Ordinance IX, 1931 — 355. 

(5) aince then— 
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(ill) 2(«liiber ol pewoai^— 

(n) m domicile — 93. 

ih) in home d</micile — 19. 

(c) under orders of externinent—10. 

(d) domicile<l with relntive^t, or released nnder section t (I) (a>. 

(h) and ic) and externed fri>in or confined to certain 
areas — 13. 

iff?) Number of person® detained under Retrwlntion HI of IfilK — 


Stitamtfit of Mitt Bini Dat. 

71A. Mr. SYAMAPROiAD MOOKilldiil t*i) U the lion ble 
Member in charge of the I’oliticul Department aware that the Preat 
Officer to the (iovernment of Ibui^al has l>eeii rep<>rte<l to have withheld 
the publication of the statement of Miss Hina Das before tbe Spt»cinl 
Tribunal at the Ili^fh Court on loth Ketiruarv ^ 

ih) Is the (ioxerniuent aware that the statement was read out ill 
open court and was dealt with in the judji^nient of the IloiiTde Jud^ci 
who sat on the Special Triluiual)^ 

(f) la aucli with hold in^f of publication of judicial proceedinga 
tioucd by authontjk or rules promulgated by (iovernment J' 

(//) If so. will the (foieriiiiieiit indicate such provisions}' 

{t'j If there H no authority or rules saiiclioning smh withholding 
is the Oovernnient considering the desirability of taking steps to pre- 
vent tbe Press Officer from withholding such publications in future ^ 

Thi Hon*bl« Mr, W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) Oovernment are aware 
of the report which is not correct. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) No proceedings were withheld, but in accordance with the in- 
structions issued hy the Hotrble Member In charge of the Pcditicnl 
Department newapaport wrere addreweed by the Press Officer no! to 
publish the statement sav«» in an expurgated form. 

(</) and (f) Dcj not arise. 

Mr. NARINORA KUMAR BAIUf Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the I*olitic-a! Department be pleased to state unibf what provi- 
§um of tbe law he isattod those instructions to the pressP 

TIm Hm'M Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I bad neither the state- 
meni nor the law before me when the matter was referred to me about 
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10 p.in. that night. The newspapers always complain that they do not 
get any guidance from Government. So those instructions were issued 
to draw the attention of the press to the existence of the Press Act 
recently pasned by the Legislative Assembly. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the flon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether the 
instructions which were conveyed by the Press Officer to the press was 
coupled with any sort of direct or veiled warning that violation of 
those instructions would involve action under the Ordinances? 

Tha Hofl*bl# Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE. I do not know what the 
actuii) wording was. The effect of the instructions is given in clause 

ir). 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAtU: Will the Ilon’hle MemWr in 
ehurjfc of (he Politual Department be pleaseil to state whether instruc- 
tions (fiveti to the press not to publish the statement save in an eipur- 
^ate.l form was due to the Ifoii'l.le Member reading the Ordinances 
in that fashion? 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Certainly, I have stated 
what I understood the law to he. 

Mr. SHANTi SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’hle Member 
he pleased to state if different instructions were issued to the different 
Indian iiewspapeiH mul the StatruttnifiY 

Hon*bl6 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, so far a.s I am aw'are. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon hb Member 
be pli'Hsed to make an in(|uiry into the mutter? 

Th« Hon’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Certainly. 

UlliUmNi Qutttioiit 

(antwm to wbloh mro laid on ttio tiblo). 

Rivor Titath. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Is th© Hon'bl© Mcanbor 
in charge of the Irrigation lA>{)urtment awarcp— 

(i) that the river ‘"Titash'' is the longest river, and waters the 
largest areas in the district of Tii^pem; 

(tt) that it is being gradually silted up at Akhaura, Nahinagar 
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(t«) tliat the silting up of this river has rendered communicatioti 
by water difficult, interferes with the jute trade df the 
district, and imixuis the health of the Imality through 
which it pusses? 

(b) Do the Government pn»iH>He to take any step to reclaim the 
river? 

TIM Non’Mt AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CNUZNAVI: {a) {t) Yes, 

with the possible exception of the Gumti. 

iii) There are shimU near Akhunra anti other jdaces. 

(lii) The silting ob^t rut ts navigation and therefore proluibly inter- 
feres with the jute trade, but it is not known that it imjmirs the htHtUb 
of the Im'ality. 

(/>) No, btH'ause the removal of the HhoaU, whuh aie tnuinly 
causetl by hill streains bringing ilown silt intt. the river, will 1 m‘ eX|X0)* 
sive and the effe< t w ill not U* lusting. 


C«rtifleit« oam in Rtngpur iadar. 

49. Kazi EMDAOUL HOQUE: la) Will the Ilotrhle Memlier in 
clmrge of the llcvenue Depaitinent be pleased lo state whether it has 
I een asetMtaintni that the pM»st*iil svstion »)f the Certificate Officers* 
ttnring in the imila-sal l^ MinNionent to lioth tlie estat«‘H under the 
Ceiirt of Walds and t(» the tenants? 

1>(* the (Tuvernment , in the jiresent financial diflii nlt U‘s, <(tntetu> 
}date dc( entralisiug the ceitificate ca.ses and allow ing tlu* SiiUli visional 
Ottl<er*H who are ex-oftii io (Vrtifi<ute Officers under the I’uldic Demands 
l{ec<oci\ Alt and the second officers, to deal with the (crtihiate cases in 
addition to llieir own duties to save the traxfdling expenses of the Sadur 
('ertificate Officer? 

(Cl Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that the cer- 
tificate (’as<*s are not [)ro|>erly dealt with and the tenants are harassed 
and put to untold hardship by the congestion of rerlifieate cases at the 
Rangpur Sadar? 

id) Will the (ioverninent }>e pleased to state the numlier of cases 
filed and disjKiWed of in lOdl and the numlier of < as«*« pending on 2nd 
Januaiy*, 1932, at the Rangjiur Sadar? 

TIm Hon'blt Sir B« B. CHOtE; (o) The system is being tried as 
an experiment and it is refarrfed to lie conxenient to both. 

(6), No. 

(f) No. 
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(d) Eiflit thouMUHl six hmdrod and thirteen cases were Med in 1931 
and there were 4,979 more cases pending. Three thousand lour hundred 
and ninety-three cases were disposed of in 1931 and 10,099 were pend- 
ing on 2nd Januarj’, 1932, but a considerable number of these were 
pending (/tily for receipt of Treasury chalans. 


OariHlMte antaa in RaAgpiir. 

50t Kazi EMDADUL HOQUES (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Heveime Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Subdivisional Officers in the districts of Burdwan, Xadia. 
MidnaiK)te and Dacca deal with certificate cases? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, do the Goven»ment 
contemplate ad(»pting a uniform procedure in this respect in the distiict 
of Tlangpur for the convenience of the Court of Wards' Estates and of 
the tenants as well? 


The Hofi’ble Sir i. B. CHOSE t (a) Yes. 

(h) No, as it is considered that the work can \ye done more efficiently 
at Sadar and it would not be economical to post additional officers to the 
subdivisions for certificate work. 


Cartinoita oasaa in Rangpur, 

51. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: h) Will the Hon’hle Member in 
charge of the Ilevenue Depaitment l)e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Sulxlivisional Officers of Kurigram and Gnibandha do not 
favour the idea of the certificate rases fM»ing transferred to them? 

ih) Will the Ibm’ble Meml>f*r lie pleased to state whether the Sul>- 
divisionul Officers in the districts of Bunlwnn, Nadia, Midnapore and 
Dacca hold a contrar>’ view? 

{(') Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleases! to state what stands in the 
way of the centialisation of ceitifiiute cases in the district of Ilangi>ur? 

Tht Hon'hlc Sir B. B. CHOBE: (a) Ym. 

(6) Yes. 

(r) It would l>e difficult for the officers in the Rangpur subdivisions 
to do the extra work and it would not be economical to post additional 
officers t(/ the sulnli visions on account of certificjite woric only. Alao it 
ia considered that the work can be done more efficiently at Sadar. 
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Kaii fMDAOilL MOQtff: With refereiio* to <r), will th« Hon’bk 
Maobw be jpieMed to eUte why the StthdiritioiuJ Officers in the Reufr- 
pur eubdiviaion felt the difficulty while other aubdiviaiona in other die- 
tricta did not? 

TIM Hwi'blt Sir B. B. CHOSE: Evidently because they are over- 
worked. 

Kill EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hou’ble Member be pleastni 
to state why the Subdivisional Officers of Bunlwaii. Nadia. Midtiapore 
and Dacca districts did not find uuy difficulty!' 

Thi Hifl'toli Sir Be Be CHOSE* Presuniabl\ because they were 
not overworked. 


Estites sold for defaults in rsvanua kistSe 

52. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadurp of NaHii* 

pur: W ill the TIon’hle Meinlx»r in t harjre t»f the Itt'venue Oepartment 
Ih‘ jdeased to lay on the table u statement showinjr — 

(i) the iiuiuIkm- (d reveuue-pa>iii|r estates in Bengal that have 
defaulted in paying duly the revenue dunng 19.S1-32; 

(it) how many of those estates have since been disposed of by public 
auction ; and 

(iit) how many of those estates could not lie sidd for want of bidders? 
Tflo Hofi*bla Sir B. B. CHOSE: A statement is laid on the talde, 

^fatemfnf referretl to in the an$wer to uMijorred questton .Vo. 52. 

Total Qunilier of estates which defaultcwf in kiists June, llKll, Sep- 
tember, 19f31, and Junuaiy, 19^32 1H.475. 

Total number of estates sold for defaulta in kists June. 19.31, and 
iSept ember, 1931 — 518. 

Total number of estates which could not l»e sold for want (4 hidde»f« 
(including shares dealt with under sei'tion 14, Act XI of 
1859W122. 

Biiit in wHMi rigM nf p r u wnpU nn Has btin axtrolMd iHf lindlifBi. 

Us Mavtfi TAMIZUDOIN KHANt Will the Hon’hte Member in 
okarge of tbe Revenue Dejiarimeat be pleaded to elate separately for 
each yaiir aince the enforcement of the Benipal Tenancy (Amendlaent) 
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Act, 1928, uj) to such time for which figure® are available, tbe ntimher 
of cases in which the right of preemption has been exercised by land- 
lonln on u transfer of occupancy holding? 

The Hofl'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE S A statement is laid on the table. 


Stutemem rvjerref] to in five ansirer to unttarred question No, d3 of cases 
in irhuh rifjht of pre-emption has been exercised by landlords. 


1929-:J() 

1-4-1 i):u to ;io-9-ii»3i 


Number of uilee tmetor 
eection 26B of the 
Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 

127,760 

111,056 

53,059 


Number of oaeee in 
which riglit of 
pre-emption baa 
been exerciaed. 

705 

1,468 

585 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

PrMMiUtion Of the BiHlget of the Covornmeiit of Bengal for 1932-33. 

The Hon'blo Mr. A. MARR: Si,. for tl'<‘ lant time in my career I 
list* to present tfi the Legislative ('ouncil tin* liudget e.stiinateH of tlie 
(»o\ eminent of llengal. It has (*vf‘r l)f*<*n a '•oinewhat melancholy duty, 
hut on this occusitm it is mon* so tiiun ever before. 1 tlo not therefore 
on thi-H o< casion [iropose to harrow th * feelings of the House by the 
usual detailed analysis of the factor^ which have produced the lament- 
aide result. I shttU confine myself to the salient features, but if any 
mtunb^«r retjuires further information on an\ point which he cannot 
find in the estimates themselves or in the finamial statement which 
a< companies them, both Mr. lUandy and myself will be pleaaed to se:* 
him either here or in Writers’ Buiblings, while my colleagues will be 
glad to assist in resp:*ct of the departments under their several charges. 

1B3M1. — The >ear ended with a latiance of Us. 39,67,000 against 
the revised (estimate of Us. 31,l().0tK). It luui o]:ieneil with a balance 
of Us, l,94,78,(HHl and when at alsmt this time last year the 
levised estimate was frumeii a revenue of Us. 10,66,58,000 was antici- 
pated. AgJiinst the total receipt of Us. 12,61,36,000 it was proposed to 
hfiend Uh. 12,30, 20, 0(K), leaving a balance of Us. 31,16,000. The actual 
receipts of Us. l0,f>7,90,(K)0 fell short of anticipations by Us. 8,68,000, 
while the ac'tual exi>enditare of Rs. 12,13,01,000 gave a saving of 
Us. 17,19.(K10 as compared with the revised estimate, which resulted in 
the closing Imlance being better by Hs. 8,51,000 than antteipnted. 
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^IS1«S2« — For the current year, an members will recollect, I antici* . 
[xited some recovery in receipts from the disastrous figures of 193(V-3l. 
At the same time however I uttered a note of warning, and may i)erhapii 
be excused a repetition. I then said — “Unless world conditions im- 
prove tiiere is little chance of t)ur revenues incrtMising and we may not 
even obtain the conservative increases which 1 have made. On the 
ether hand, if the jxditical situation impnmvi, we may hojie for substan- 
tial savings on some of the ex|x*nditure estimates and to earn* forwanl 
ft somewhat lighter deficit than anticipntetl.” Unfortunately neither 
world conditions nor the jxditical situatitm did impreve, uml not only 
has the mmlest rec'overy in our iwemu's which 1 then {intici|X4tixl not 
materialised, hut the results are even worse than those of IJhKVtIl. It 
is true that a slight impro\einent is exjxM te<l under laind Heveiuie and 
Scheduled Taxes over the figtires of the year, hut the (dher jtrincipnl 
revenue heads show heavy decreases ; — 
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My total revised estimate of receipts under the Revenue heads now 
stands at Rs. 9.(W;,d9,tMKt as against the urtuaU of 

1930-31 and Us. ll.Ho.ST.tHU) of I9‘dtt-30. If the ahnormal receipt 
of Rs. 52 lakhs under “VII— Stamps” he cm hided from the total of 
I92fl-U), the House will observe that there lia-^ been a dmp in revcoiue 
of no less than Us. l,TT,4HOtHi since 192tt-31t. 

As regards exjwuidituTe, much of the ei onomies which (iovernmeut 
were forced to effect in 193(1-31, were carried forward into the c urrent 
year, and in addition to this (iovemmerit have leduced expenditure 
on travelling and ccinveyatice allowances and also the initial pay of 
new appointments under their centred, while u general 10 jeer cent, cut 
in pay has \>etu effective during the last quarter. In tpile of these 
and other minor economies the t*»tal ex|jendilure under the revenue 
heads is expeited to reach Ks. 11,13.89.000, giving n revenue deficit 
of Rs. 2,07,50,000. Included in this total is the sum of Es. 21,64,000 
representing exjienditure under “Jails,” “Pidifje,** “Civil Woidcs” and 
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which u directly attribaUble to meaeuftt taken 
to cope with the terroriHi and kindred movemente. In addition, 
Government have had to incur an abnormal expenditure of 
E«. 2,25,000 for relieving the sufferer* from flood and economic 
depression. In spite of this abnormal expenditure the House will 
observe that, against a total grant of Rs. 11,68,04,000, the revised 
estimate of expenditure under the revenue heads has come down to 
Ks. Jl,l'‘i,89,fK)0, a reduction of Rs. 44.15,000. This will give them 
some idea of the extent to which Government have pinched and scraped r 
the reduction is however really bigger, for this expenditure includes 
R». 11, 41, (KM) against only Rs. 4,41,000 last year on account of expendi* 
ture from the Central Road Fund. 

As rcgard^ the capital heads I need only draw attention to the 
following: — 

The total sanctioned grant lor expenditure on capital account for 
1981-.12 was Rs. 70,12,(K)0. In the August session the Council voted 
a supplementary grant of Rs. 2,50,000 for loan to the Kosimbazar 
Wards’ Estate. Against the total grant of Rs. 72,62,000, the revised 
cntimate for the year has been placed at Rs. 77,39,000, showing an 
excess of Rs. 4,77,00f). The excess mainly occurs under **55 — Irriga- 
tion” on account of a provision of Rs. l,42.tK)0 for stone Imulders for 
maintenance of the hendworks of the Damcwlnr (’anal after construc- 
tion and undei “Loans and Advances” on account of granting larger 
amounts of loans to agriculturists affwted by the floods and economic 
distTe.ss: it has been partly counterlmlanced by savings in the exfjcn- 
diture on road de^elop^Ient works. 

The final result ns at present estimated of the working of the 
current year is a deficit of no less than Rs. 2,10,94,000, which, how- 
ever, includes Rs. 12,00.000 on account of the Famine Relief Fund 
and Us. 9,48,000 of the Itoad Fund, which are accordingly shown as 
the closing balance of Rs. 21,48,000. To ('over this deficit Government 
have arrangetl with the Government of India to bornyw an wjuivaient 
amount on the last dn> of the financial year, repayment of which will 
ns at jiresent arranged he spread over a |>eri(Kl of 50 years by ec^uatetl 
annual instalments of Rs. 14,33,000. I must however imfn’es.s upon the 
House the necessity of endeavouring to get rid of this unproductive 
debt as soon as financial conditions render this possible. 

ttlMS^I now turn to the estimates for the coming year. Pnder 
thf revenue bends the total receipts are estimated at Rs. 9,49,84,000 
againat the n*viaed estimate of the current rear of Rs. 9,00,39,000 or an 
inersase of Ra* 48,46,000. but of thin Rs, 15,98,000 is on account of re- 
eaipto from the Central Road Fund under **XXX — Civil Works” as com- 
paiwd witk Rs. 11,41,000, the revised estimate of the currwit year. The 
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eal growth nn compiiied with th# currait year 19 thud R«. 98,8»,000 
ittly and u on the hope that condtiiond will improve to a >ery 

uudeat exteiiT. Whether that hope will be fulfilled or again did- 
ppointed it ia of cour»e inipodsihle for me to nay. 

Turning to expenditure I have plained the total under the revenue 
ieadfi at Ha, 11,12,98,000 a« against the revineil estimates of 
U. 11,18,89,000 for the current year. The House may be inclined to 
sk how the cuts in pay and other economies which Government have 
KH»»» effecting can lesult in a retluction of expenditure hy Us. 91,000 
►Illy. I havv> ahead) dniwui attention, when didcudsmg the 
evised estimates, to the difference of Uh. 44,15,0(H) between the lattw 
ind the total grant. This represents e<onomies effecteil during tha 
urrent year which have to a great extent la^en carried forward into 
982-Tl. The savings diJe to the 10 per cent, cut in phy during the 
hree months in which this was effective in 198 1 -,*12 are estimated at 
U. 9,10,0(Kt, while tho savings aiiticipaimi on this ac(«oiiut during tha 
ext 12 months are estimated at Hs. <10,91^ ,00(h The n^lditioiial savingu 
hcndoro in 1982-88 on tins a(<-oui»t come to lU. '27,H8.0U0. In addition 
fi this a saving of Us, l,’)4,tHKt is aiitic iputctl owing to the redu< tion of 
onvevancc allowances. ct(' , making a total additional saving of 
N. 29,42,000. Against this however pn>visions have Keen made under 
ails, Polif c, ('ivil Works and MisiellaiMHius for ahnormal expenditure 
o the extent of Us. 88.17.fKHl as against a similar abnormal expendi* 
ure to which I hove already referred in the current year of 
N. 2 I,o 4,(MHI. The excess expenditure over the current year on these 
cfounts I*' thus Us, 11,08,000. To this muf^t Ire added first the 
liffereme between the exfH*ndituie in tiie two >ears from the reiitral 
load Fund, vix., Us 4,57 .^KK), and an item <d Us. 18,70,000 on account 
f intere.st on the loan which I have cxplaiiirMl 0<»vcrnment will he 
aking on the 81st Mar< h to <'ovcr the overdraft. The total extra 
xp<‘nditurc therefore amounts t<» lU. 2tl.90,(KH) which more than 
wallow** up the total economies to whi< li 1 have referred. In spite of 
his excess expenditure it has been possible to reduce the expenditure 
stimnted by alamt Us. I lakh and by other minor economies with the 
lefails of which I need not trouble the House, 

Turning to the exp<‘nditure on capital accounts, )t will Ire lurticiHl 
hut against the revisiNl estimate of Us. 77,89, (KK), the ensuing year’s 
'«*timate has been jdac<»d at Us. fKl,?>4,(KK>, showing a riMluction of 
is. 16,86,000. This reduetioa is mainly on account of the smallei 
Wfivimoas Urr the Datuodar and Ikkreswar projects and to the absence 
if Miy provistfru in the nisxt y<*ar's accounts for the new Orunrdl Chamhfir 
rhich has been oompleted. Normal proviakin only for loans and ad- 
^anoea, melnding a Imh of Ha. 1,00,000 to 8ir Dani^ HatntHon tirwaithi 
lia eoloninatkin aohenM, haa been made. 
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The net result, as at present anticipated, of next year’s workin^^ 
will thus again be a heavy deficit of Rs. 1,63,29,000, and Ltnust men- 
tion that this is likely to fall short of the actual figure if either oi 
two things happens. It will be increased if the very modest growth in 
the revenue to which I am looking does not occur, and it will Ik 
increfised if further abnormal expenditure has to be incurred. On the 
other hand, if world conditions improve add trade revives, of which 
few signs can l)e seen at present, we should obtain a larger growth in 
revenue than I have taken, while, should the political situation so far 
ease as to enable Government to shut down any of the almormal ncti- 
viti(*H for which the heavy extra expenditure has to be provide<l, the 
deficit at the end of the ywir may not l)e so great. A greater or larger — 
certainly a heavy — ^leficit at fhe end of the ywir is, I fear, inevitable, 
and if my figure rturns out to be approximately correct, Bengal will 

Miuldled with a further burden of unproductive debt for the service 
4j/i which an annual jmyment of Rs. 11,09,000 will have to l)e made 
from the year 1933-34 in addition to the charge of Rs. 14,33,000 already 
mentioned on ac(‘onnt of the current year’s overdraft. The total will 
vary from 25 lakhs to 25^ lakhs. 

It is a relief t(» turn from this melancholy subject to a few points of 
detail w^hich I submit to the House in order to enable meml>ers easily 
to follow the estimates. They will observe that on the revenue side a 
new major head “III Salt” has Wen oj»ened for the credit of otir 
share of tax on imported salt. Sec’ondly, in accordance with the ui‘.hes 
of the Public Accounts Committee the estimates of the two Forest 
ciirles have Wen exhibited separately under each of the major head^, 
the object of this Wing to ensure Wtter control over the e.xpendituie 
l»etween the two circles. Another point of detail is that the charges on 
a<‘count of management of Wards’ estates which used to W shown partly 
under ”5 Tjund llevpnu»»” and partly under ”22 General Adminis- 
tration” fr<*ni now will be sluiwn under the one maj(»r head ”22 — 
General Administration.” This has Wen done with the cont'urrence of 
the Aecountant-Genernl. Bengal, and with the approval of the Con- 
tindler of Civil Aecounts. In this connection an altemtion has also 
lK‘en made on the nneipt side. The general rates levied by Government 
on a<'eount of tlie managtment of private and Wards’ estates which 
were hitherto adjusted under “V — Lund Revenue” will from now W 
cre<li1e<l under ”XXXV — Miscellaneous.” The latter is a more appro- 
priate head as these receipts cannot W regarded ns land revenue. 

In conclusion 1 must thank the House for again having given me a 
fwtient hearing. The picture which I have presented is a distressing 
one, and I regret that 1 can see no hope for the future and no chance 
4if ^hat development, which the province so urgently needs and the 
t>eople of the province so justly demand, unless Bengal can find justice 
lit the hands of the Federal Finance Committee now sitting, before 
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wych I shall shortly appear. We ran only hope that the recommenda* 
tioni of that Committee will be to the effect that the inequitable treat* 
ment from which we have suffered under the Mesion Settlement must 
cease and Bengal he given adequate resources to meet the needs of her 
people. 


3-30 p.m. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS. 

NoiHMflcftl Mamberi’ Biilt* 

The Caleutta Municipal (AmcndRiant) Bill, 1S$1. 

Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: I h* g in move tluit the 
Calcutta Municipal { Amemliueut i Bill, 1931, he circ ulattMl for the 
purpose of eliciting ]>ublt(' opinion tliereon within tlie loth March, 1932. 

The motion was put and agre«»d to. 


Tha Bcfigil Tenancy (Amcmiment) BUI, 1SS1. 

Mauivi SYEO MA4ID BAKSH: 1 heg to move that the Bengal 
Tenancy ( Amendment t Bill, 1931, he taken into consiileration. 

It is a ver\ ^hort Bill tlie object of which has Immmi explained hy me 
in the Statement of (thjiM ts and BeuHons, Tin* Bill seeks to remove 
ihfHculties which aie felt liv landlords and tenants alike, mimelv, the 
payment of guardian In the new Bengal Tenain y A( t, so fur us 

the (juestion of the r<M overy of rent is concerned, then* is no piov ision 
for the payment of guardian fees. As may he known to law>(*rs and 
those who deal with the Bengal Teiiamy Act, gnarditiii fees handicap 
both the parties as I have snhmitted already, and although (lie landlord 
pays the foes to Wgiii w ith, it ultimately devolves upon the iKsir tenant ; 
»o that it ultimately he<'unie« a burden on him. Those who are 
oonveraant with the prtK*«Hliire of civil courts know- that when a rent 
«uit against a minor is instituted a pleader guardian is api>oiii(e<l by 
tb© Court and a of Ks. 4, and if the aiiiounl of the suit Ijs* high, a 
higher amount, is given to the pleader guardian whoM? only Imsiness 
ij» to issue a registered |K>stcarti, to get a reply if a reply is at all given, 
or to gel it returner! if it is reftiserl, and to submit a report beftiiw the 
court that he has no further instructions. Then the suit is proceeded 
with. * The issue of a registered potflcard may as 1>« done by the 
Court M 1 have provided in the Bill. 


8 
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Moreover, anomalies occur in the procedure as I have submitted in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons. In a rent suit guardian fee is 
not required but if the landlord chooses to execute a rent decree it is 
rtM|Uired then, although for the obtaining of the decree he had not to 
pay any flung. This I consider to he an anomaly. As I have already 
hu bin it ted tliih cost ultimately devolves on the pmjr tenant. I have seen 
< hm'h \\ iicrc althoiigb the decretal amount is not more than eight annas 
as rent the poor tenant has to pay an amount ol Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 as cost. 
F\en if the < iuim dcK‘s not exceed Re. 1 he has to pay guardian fee. 
This 4 (Mistitute.H a great burden on the poor tenant and this Bill seeks 
to i<*nio\4* tlus unoiiialy. 

So, also, with regard to the enhancement ol rent, anrl in this 
I'onmM tion I shall submit reasons as 1 go on. As for enhuncenient of 
n*nt, it is nothing but a rent suit — proceedings are taken under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, and everything is done \inder that Act; so that 
111 sense of the term a suit for enhunceim'iit of rent is also a rent 

suit, and since in u rent suit guanlian ft*e is dispimsed \^ith under the 
Bengal Tenanc> Act, I submit that for enhameinent of rent also the 
guardian fee sliouhl be <lispensed with. It may be urged that the 
(jiieHtum of (Enhancement of rent is a big (juestion and in case*, where 
ani'ar rent is due there is no other alternative for the tenant but to 
pa> . But in a question of etihunt'cment of riMit many (ju«‘stions may 
croj) Ufi. Every one who is conversant with the proceinlings ol the 
(’ourt knows very well that nothing is done hx the guardian except to 
issue a ri‘gistere(l po»«t(ard, loi xxhich he has to pay d or 4 pice only. 


3-4o p.m. 

The same thing' may be done by the Fourt und(*r tins amending Bill. 
The registered postcard issued by a guardian of course (i(H‘s not benefit 
the jH»or tenant in anx wnix more than registt*n‘d po^t4 ard issued by the 
Court. In the Bill I have provided for the issue of postcards by the 
Court whereas at prestuif the pra(‘tice is for the ple.tder-guardian to isaue 
the postcard. This pleader-guardian is paid for his guardianship. 
\othing xery profitable is gained so far as the tenants an* cfin('erD€*d. 
Therefore, I submit that that practice is unnexessary and burdenaome 
to the poor tenants. Then I shall come to the amendment if you will 
permit me to do so. 

Hft raiilOKNTs You cannot speak on the amendments now. 

Mitllvi lYtD MAdlD SAKiHl Sir, there is an amendment foir 
circnlaiion. 
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Hr. raUIOBNT: It 18 not before the Hou«e in the 8en«e that it 
haa not been moved. 

Miulvi 8YED MAdID BAKSH: I Mibmit timt thin Bill for the 
l»enofit of all pnrtie*^ roiHeriiod und 1 hope that instead of re*»ortinjr to 
dilatory pnx'mlin^fs the House will aeeept my motion. I move that 
the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Thf Hon’blf Sir B* B« CHOSE: I to nio\e. by way of amend* 

ment. that the Hill be t irmluted for the pin pose of elo itiu); public 
Opinion therwn by the dlst Ma> . Uh32. 

.'sir, the mo^er of the Bill hnn dduted upon txm points (he appoint- 
ment of j^uardian«* atol the serviee i»f summons. As n matter of fart 
he wants to aiiiernl Sei tion 14M of (he Heiifral Tenanrv .Vrt hy intriMlmdiij^ 
sumniarv pro<»M]ure for suits for enhainement of rent. As .my on© 
conviT'^ant witli the Hen^ul Tenam \ Aet knows, suits for enhancement 
of lent nia,\ be br<ui^ht on several j^roiinds under section '’I'i i»f th© 
Ben^'ul 7Vnam > A» t Tlie suinmai v proreiluie now only ref<*rs to fh© 
lealisation id rent aftei the tcMud of ri^Oits has been prepared. 

The priiM ijud ohj.‘< I ol the Hill is to make the summaiv pnaeduri* 
piiivided foi lent suits bas<Ml on ie<oid of rijjrht**. appliuilde to siiitn for 
4 ’uhaioemenl ot rent as well The suminarv pr4»ie»luie fiU t4nt suita 
’s piovidia] in lie* vaieei** suh-<'laus4's 4d s4*ttion 14H <d tie* Behf^til 
Tenaio V Act i’lniii ihe piont of view of tie* tenant the 4hs isi4»n of 
suits for eiihaiicf ne nt ♦d rent in a sunmuiiy manie*i will le* a dunpiTouH 
innovution. aiul I am not sun* vv}e*th4’r tht* Bill ha- bt*4*n ititt<Mlu4 ctl for 
the beiK’fil of the landloi.l iO that 4.f the ti'iiunt, Tie* ne.vei siiel that 
it W'ouh] be ad vantai^eous to both laiellorils and 1«‘naiits But I iloubt 
vvliethcr it woiihl la* adv anta^o-ous t4> tie* tenants at all, lint apart 
from this, tie* proi edun* wl.eh the author of the privati* Bill wants to 
4 ‘nifjraft i>n se<'ti«in 14iH will pn»v4* unsuitable with rej^ard to proper 
issues that mii^bt la* raiseil aiel <)»*< ideil in enliaie louent suits With 
refrard to rent suits summons is not for settlement of i«»ues but for tb« 
disposal of the suit whe h would surely W very im-r.n venient lit » 8uit 
for enhaiK'ement of nmt in whi^ h various issues may oriM* tor decision. 
Sir. I would remind the Houhi* that the Ibrnifal IVnaiu y Act was the 
result of a ('ompromise. Bart of the compromise was tirriveil at m 
more than one committee between the years Bt21 ami The Bill, 

baml more or less on the nn aimnienditions of them* committees, WM 
then dtsctwned in the I^effislative ( onncil in and the \ariottt 

prorisiana of the Act aa passeii hy the LeirwUilive Coum ii ar© affwa 
the restih of coroproroiM*. !t will not, therefore, W wine to tinker 
mith the Art in n private Bill like this, parlieularly ao soon ©fter ib« 
paaaing of th© Act. 
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As regards the alleged difficulties in execution proceedings I doubt 
whether in the Bill as drafted the object will be fulfilled. The main 
objert of the Bill l>eing to introduce summary procedure for enhance- 
ment suits, it is doubtful whether the amendment suggested will prove 
suitable for remedying the alleged defects in execution proceedings. 
We are, however, prepared to examine the alleged difficulties in 
execution pimeedings in consultation with judicial officers and the 
High Court. If wo are satisfied after such consultation and examina- 
tion that some amendment is necessary we shall do so when the time 
comes to amend some of the provisions of the Act. 

I w’ould point out that there are various < lauses in the sections of 
the Bill which would be absolutely inapplicable or harmful in a suit 
for erdiuncement of rent, for instance in a suit for enhancement of rent, 
written statement shall not be filed without the leave of the court. 
Then under the rule.s for the rt^cordiiig of evidence, a summary record 
is nore.ssary only in a suit for realisation of rent. But I submit to the 
House that tins would be ab.solutely inexpedient in a suit for enhance- 
ment of r«*ut, luH’ause in a suit for rent the matt<‘r for decisK)n is 
whether rent is due or not. In a suit for enhancement of rent, however, 
vurunis (juestions arise, and the appellate court is (‘utitled to see how 
th(* evid<»nce was rec(uded. 1 would iheiidore ask tin* House to accept 
the amendment in which I propos(' that thi' Bill he einulated for 
clitdhng public opinion. This Ibll cannot he pa^^ed without ha\ing 
such <'irculati(»n. 

The following motion was called but not inovetl : — 

<*Maulvi HA8SAN ALI to mo\e. b\ wa\ of ainendiiien , that the 
Bill be emulated t<u‘ the purpose of eliciting puhla opinion thereon 
bt'fure the einl of Fehi\iur\. Htd’J'.” 


Maulvi 8YED MAillD BAKSHs Alter listening to the spetM'h of the 
Hoii’ble Member I tlniik that he has only made out u case for u Selec't 
Committee for drafting or redrafting the Bill rather than a case for 
rireulation. I intnuluced this Bill last \ear and some time was taken 
up ill obtaining sum tion. Then 1 got lea^e to intrmiuce the Bill in the 
July .Hivssiou. Then of t'ours<» the Bill <'ould not l>e moved for 
consideration ami 1 had to wait all these luonths. Then after a full 
year 1 have now^ come before the Houjh\ This is a %*ery important 
provision as a large number of suits are involveil and guardian's fees 
are being realistul from the poor tenants some of whom are minors and 
cannot even pay their rent. They are further saddled with the payment 
of cost. If the Hon’ble Member had move<l for the drafting of the Bill, 
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I eouKI have undenstocHl it. But I cannot affree t(» his first making out 
a caae for redrafting the Bill and then moving for its circulation. Th« 
Hon'ble Member himself is a great legal authority and I do not under- 
stand why he should ask for legal opinion from others. Let him give 
his own opinion. I do not think that any other opinion would be more 
\aluable than his own ; and I submit that he has not made out a ease 
for cirtulatioii. 

There are other things about which 1 should Hke to say a few words 
with your permi.ssion. The difficulty regardinjr summary prtu'edure in 
regard to suits for eiihancctuent oi leiit um he <d»\iated by accepting 
the short-notice amendment winch I ha\e tabled uiul which the Hotridc 
Member has gnt with him. fu that amcndimMit I luue provided for 
the ex< lusion of sumnmrv proceedings m the ( ase of suits for enlianee- 
luent of rent. As regards the argument that m cases of enhamement 
ot rent many things ma\ i rop up wluueas in rent lectoru v < ase it in 
(»nty a (|iiestion id uticars, 1 agtee with him. Hut 1 would ask him Ui 
cast his eyes u|H>n the practical things that are done. What in done 
after tin* appointment of a guardian}' The guardian appointed by Iho 
court simply pockets liis fees and issues postuird notice. He dcrea not 
do anything. He dtK's not go to the tenants, but simply isnuea 
registertul postiard. How does he iielp the minor tenants in cases of 
enhancement of rent*' As regards siunmary prtaedure I have got an 
ann'iulment which I shall move in proper time. By tins amendm(*nt th« 
<litli<iilty w}»i«h the Hon'hle Member has pointed out will be obviated. 

A.s regaids other diHii ulties as soon as the difln nltic*. leguiding 
summary proiedure are obviated us a < onsequent lal resuh those will 
also he (d)viated. 

Ah regards the execution of de< ret‘H the Hon’Ide Member has said 
nothing himself 


Th% Hon’bli Sir B. B« CHOSE: (hi a imint of otdet, Sir. Tha 

mi‘inlrer lias not moved hi*, amendment vet. He lefeiied to rules (f) 
and I referred to other i launes of the settioiis. 


Mauivi SYED MAdID BAKSH: li th*' Hon hie MemlM-r now movei 
his amendoitfui fur (inulation how <an I naive my ameudmeni Thai- 
i.s nil the mort* reaiwnn that I shonhi speak on my amendment now, or 
else he ahould withdraw liis ameioliiient. He has hiim^elf urged the 
strongest ground against his own arnendiiient. If my amendment 
excluding summary prc^eedings m the case of suits for enhancemenl of 
rent be accepted, the other difficulties to which he referreil will not 
arise. 
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Tilt* iriotiofi that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) BUI be circulated 
for the purpojii* of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst May, 1932 wa> 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 


Armttront, Mr. W. L 
•ani«y, Mr. C. 

•Mir Uddin, Khan tahih Mauivi Maham* 
mad. 

Baait, Babu Jatmdra Nath. 

•landy. Mr. E. N. 

■aaa, Mr. t. M. 

Battomiay, Mr. 4 . M. 

Chaudhun, Or. Jagandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBzur 
Rahman. 

Cahan. Mr. 0. 4 . 

Cappingar, Majar-Oanaral W. V. 

Oain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oai, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur iatyandra Kumar. 

Putt. Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 
faroqui, tha Nan'bla Nawab K. O. M., Khan 
Bahadur. 

Paaraut, Mr. L R. 

Parraalar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Qangali, Rai Bahadur tutil Kumar. 

Bhaaa, lha Han^bla Sir B. B. 

Qhutnavi, tha Han'bla Alhad) Sir Abdat- 
harim. 


Qilabriai, Mr. R. N. 

Ouba, flabu Prafutta Kumar. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

OupU, Mr. 4 . N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Haphyna, Mr. W. S. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4 . 

Khan, Mauivi Amlnma*Zaman. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

MaOluahia, Mr. E. T. 

Phitpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Paddar, Satb Hunuauin Praaad. 

Prantiat, tha Han'bla Mr. W. 0. R 
Rai Mahaaai, MunifMIra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Kbattar Maban. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu tatiah Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. iaiianvar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kuaiar. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mr. BiJay Praiad Singh. 
Sahana, Babu Satya Kinhar. 

Sarhar, Sir dadunath. 

Wilkintan, Mr. H. R. 


NOES. 


Ail, Mauivi Haaaan. 

Ati, Mauivi Syad Nauabar. 

BaMh, Mauivi Syad Majid. 

Bal, Babu Latit Kumar. 

Bat, Mr. Sarat Cbandri. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Obaudhuri, Babu Kiabari Mahan. 

Obaudhuri. Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuuaman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Syad Otman Haidar. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Mural Abaar. 
Ohawdhury, Maji Bad! Ahmad. 

Ohawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Sbani. 
tuautji, Mauivi Hur Rabman Khan. 
PaftttUah, Itautvl Muhammad. 

Hahim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haabamy. MauKrI Syad dalaluddin. 

Hagua, KaxI Bm d a i u l. 

Haaaaiii, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdut. 

K haans MaiHvI Abut. 

Khan, Mauivi IRmivuddln. 


Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Maltl, Mr. R 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Maattarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad. 
Muhhapadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
MullMk, Mr. Muhunda Bahary. 

Nag, gabu Suh Lai. 

Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rabman, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Amutyadban. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Mr. tbanti Sbakharaanar. 

Raut, Babu Haaaai. 

Ray. Babu Satyandra Nath. 

•aadatuUali, Haahri Mubammadi 
•amad, Mauivi Abdua. 

•arhar, Rai BaMb Rabalt Mahaa. 

•an, Rai Babib Ahahay Kumar. 

Ban Supta, Or. Naraah Cbaadra. 

•hah, Mauivi Abdul Mamia. 

•iraar, Dr. Sir MHraian. 


TIm* Ayes Wkig 4(i and the Noes 4(i, the Hon’ble the Prenident gave 
Kill casting vote in favour of the mot ton. 
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The motion was therefore carried. 

The motion that the Ben^ral Tenancy (Ainetidnient ) Bill, 1931» be 
taken into consideration failed. 

[At 4-7 p.m. the Council wan adjourned for prayer and it reassembltHl 
at 4-24 p.m.) 


Tha Cilcutti Rant Bill, 1932. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 l)c^ to inoxc f(>r lenxt* to \Mtri>ilucc a Bill to 
improve the tenancy (‘onditions in Calcutta. 

[Several members complaimMl tliat tlicv had not rc<*t*ivcd (op»es of 
the Bill.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So fai as this purtHului luolnuj is concerned, it 
i.s not necessary that incmhcrs should ha\c a »op> (d the Bdl. 

Tlic motion of Mr. V. Bauerji uas then pul and airrccfl to. 

[The Secretary rcail the short title of the Bill.) 

T)»e follou'in;; niolitui uas call<‘d but not uno«‘d 

Mr. P. BANERJI to ino\e that the sani Bill be icfciicd to u St*le<t 
Coininittcc consintiiij;' oi — 

{J) the llon’bb‘ Minister in cbaifre of tlx- bocal Sclf-(iovcrnineni 
Department, 

{2} Mr. C. \V. (iunier. 

(,'i) liabu Jitemlrulal Baniieijee, 

{4) Bobu Jatiudra Nath Basil, 

(.5) Mr. Shanli Shekhareswur Bay, 

(6) Munindra Deb Bai Mahasai, 

(7) Dr. Naresh (Chandra Sen Uupta, 

(8) Mr. A. K. Fazl-iil Huq, 

<9) Mr. A. Baheem, c.i.k., 

(10) Maulvi Abiil Kasem, 

(11) Maulvi Syed Julaluddin Ifashemi, 

(12) Mr. K. C. Bay Chaudhuri, 

(13) Mr. V. 0. Coojier, 

(14) Mr. J. (^ampliell Forrester. 

(15) Mr. Narendra Kumar Ikisw, 

(13) Babu Ookul Chand Flural; and 
(17) the mover, 

with inrtrnction to .ubmit thfir report a» «oon m pfwnible .nd fb.t th. 
Aambaf of memberii ahoae presence ahall be nei'etsary to conatituta a 
quorum ahall be five. 
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Tht BEiigif Supprestion of Immoral Trafllo Bill, 1932. 

Btbu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 to move for leave to 
iutroiliKc u Bill to anifii<l the Calcutta Suppreftsion of Immoral Traffic 
Ar t, and to provide for the extension ot its provision to any town 

or plu« e in Ben^fal, and further to amend the Bengal Children Act, 1922, 
and further to amend the f’alcuttu Police Act, 1800. 

Th(‘ motion uas put and afrrw»d to. 

(The Secretary read the short title ol tiie Bill.J 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I he^’’ to move that the Bill just 
introduced lie circulated for the purpose ot elicit in^r (ipiiiion (hereon hv 
the doth April, 1932. 

Sir, hy this Bill I proposi* to consolidate the provisions of law that 
lie scattered over several enactments and iiiy ol»ject is to frame a Bill 
containing' provisions applicahle to tliis j'rovinee in line with similar 
provisions of law in other parts of India. Bomfiay and Burma have 
^one ahead in dealing W'ith this particular subj»‘ct by leijislation, and 
Ceylon also has passeil similar legislation. It is ilesiruble. therefore, 
that we sliould so frame our lej'i.slatiim that it ma> be in line with 
piovisioris ohtainiiiff in other part.s of India. 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sn, (io\ eminent sufiport 
this motuMi for circulation, as they think that the piovisions (ontained 
111 tlu^ Bill aie important and that puhlic opinion should he invited on 
them. At till* sam<‘ time, (io\ernnienl feel that the tinw' allowed hy 
the motion is «*x(rem<dy short, and that the public may not be able ti> 
consult*!' a Bill of thin nature fullv within the period speeifietl, viz,, 3t)lh 
April. HKI2. But whih* supportinjr the nu>tion for circulation, 1 sliould 
like t<» mak(* it ch*ar to the House that the experience of the W’orkinj? of 
similar legislation in Btimbay — as you will fintl from the Annual Keport 
on the Pidu e in the city of Bmnhay for 193tl — is that it has nut been 
ftmiul possible to tmforce tlie pntvisions witli anv' real success 

4-30 p.rn. 

It has Imvii jM>inted out in that Beiunt in connection with the last 
ameudment of that Act that it is difficult to work, and that for ita 
enforcement to Ih' effective a considerable increase in staff is necessary. 
The Act affords u number of hHipludes and ai t ion in the old tolerated 
an^a has apparently led to an increase of prostitution in other parts of 
(he city. So althoujfh I support the motion for circulation, I want to 
make it clear that this is not to be interpreted as meaning that Govern- 
ment atlmit that all the provisions of the Hill are either desirable or 
workable. 
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MlMt JATIMORA HATH BASIi{ With refwmc* la the Bppreheii- 
sum* to which the Hon’hle Mr. IVentice jrivon cxpre}4.si(m, he 
nuibably kaows that there are certain Acts which ha\e not Ihhmi workeil 
they were intended to be, and remain praeticallv a dead letter for 
want of proper working fa('ilitics. We know that the working of the 
t xi^^ting Act for the protection of children toin-heti onl> a fringe of tl»e 
evil, and that Government have diihcnlty in providing for the accum- 
niodation of children rescued from hrotlods. But lauause we have 
t>\perienced these difficulties, there in no leiiMin whv l»*giNlatiou sluuild 
not Im» brought in. I commeml my imuion tt> tlie imeptiuice of (he 
ll(»use. 

Tlie motion that the Bengal SuppreNMon of Immoral Traffic Bill, 
he circulated for the imrjKiNt* id' tdimtmg i»pinic»n thereon hy the 
• »(lth April. 11132. wa.s tlien put ami agie«Ml to. 


Th« Bengal JuU Bill, 1932. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I move foi have to 
introiluce a Bill to regulate ami c<»ntiol the pioduction of jul«*. 


Mr. C. G. COOPER: I l ist* to (dijei t to the mtioiluetion of this Bill. 
A similar Bill wa.s introduced lant \eai. aiul ■( was tnllv diNnisstMl in 
tins Housi*. The Bill <d lust yeai uun a luid one, hut in m\ opinion this 
u worse Bill. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ttn a point of ordei, Sir. 
If there is any ohjtH'iion to the mtrodmtion of my Bill, 1 hope I shall 
have a right to reply? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Acs, you will 


Mr, C. C. COOPER: Ah 1 was Naying a Hjindar Bill wan intrfKlmed 
last year, and was fully diHiUsswl. The pr<is and cons of the tlieory 
of that Bill were discussed in this House, ami the Bill was not approved 
of. and this by a large majority. Nothing ha.s hapiMoied in the interval 
to change the opinion regarding the Bill that it is opjM*sed to public 
ptilicy, that it is opposed to the interests of the jute trade, that it is 
wholly irapmcticable. and that it is one whirh e^en in the most 
favourtthle circumstances, could never fe* m»dc effectual, I therefore 
oppoim tbe introduction of this Bill. 
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Dr. MAREiH CHAMDRA lEN CUPTAt My frirad, Mr. Coop<>> 
Fan aHHumed that thia Bill which I hare jimt introduced i» the identical 
Bill which wan before the House on a former occasion. If he had 
closely Mcrutiiiiseil the provisions of this Bill, he would have found thai 
it is not the identical Bill 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: On a point of explanation. I said n similai 
Bill was lief ore thm Hou.ne. This Bill is even worse. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: As I wa.s saying, it is not 
the identical Bill. I ought to tell the House how it differes from the 
Bill that was discussed in this House on u foiiner weasion, and even it 
it wen* the identical Bill there would be no harm in discussing the 
matter over again. On the last occasion I told the House that I had 
given notice of a Bill for (ontrolling the proiluction of jute, in which 
there were certain clauses whif h refjuired the sanction of the (fovernor 
(ouicral, and others winch refjUiiiMl the ‘•atiction of His Kxeellene\ tlie 
(loveriior. As that sanction W’as not obtained, I mo\ed a second Bill, 
and that nas tin* Bill which was discus-*c<l in tins Ilou.se on the last 
(Hcasion, and during the discussion at ariv rate, there were some 
critif isms directed to tliis, that (hat Bill liad no provision hv whiidi the 
jifdviiicial .scheme, which had licen d(‘ci<h d n[>ori. (ould he <*nloree<l. 
If 1 am not luistukeii. at oin' stage of the di-vi UHsion of tliat Bill, my 
friend Mr. Ormond made a point against the Bill that there was no 
provision in it for entorciug (he schtune. Tlie Bill winch I have 
introdiHMul now makes piovisum for enfon iiig the der ision of the 
Vrovincml Board. If it is passed into law, there can he no question 
now that (here will he a proper macliinery hv whirh the cultivators 
will he appris«‘d of (he prohahle demand lor jute in the ensuing season 
in good time. Th«*v will know to what extent tliev (un restrict or 
enlarge the enltivation of jute, having rr'gard to the prohahle market 
rleuuiiid, ami a mnclnnerv will he provideil liy which the faithful pursuit 
of the policv laid down will he ensured hv the union hoards or the jute 
hoard, as tin* case mav he. In this way a < ompulsory provision ha# now 
been iiitnulueed which will enable the programme Inung effectively 
carrietl out. To that extent tme of thi' eritieisuis has lH*en met. It may 
l>e that the iiiuchiuery whir h 1 have providr*tl may not be perfect, it may 
he that it is {HMsihle to evolve a more perfe<*t machinery. Vi ell, if 
there is a Wtter machinery available, a machinery which ia not to be 
creaiiHi out of air, hut a machinery which exiate in the present circum- 
et^ncea of the country, if it is potvaible to have auch a machinerj*, the 
Selei t Committee will be able to find it out when the Bill goe« before 
it. That ia the principal difference between the two Billa. For the 
roit, the Bill i« the same, and 1 make no apology for coming before tbia 
House again to press for the considcratirm of a Bill which will have 
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t>normou» influettce on the economic life of the Province. There can be 
no question that the prosperity of ttenjral is bound up with jute, not 
with the fabric, but with the economic value of jute, and there is no 
doubt at the same time that because we have systeniaiii'allv neiflw'tiHil 
to increase the economic value of jute to the people, that thin^rs have 
pone from had to worse, and we have come to ‘‘uch a state tluit although 
for years we have had the piissessioii of a monopedy which ought to 
make us rich, our p(»asants, our niid<lle clas>*cs, our landlords ami our 
(fuvernment are ail starving, ami to-day. Mr. Marr has given us a 
plaintive story of the position of Hengal as it is at tlie present 
moment. He has presented before us a hmlget a Inch is dt‘prcs«ing in 
the extreme; that also furnishes a leuMm. uii additional rtnison, ahy a*e 
should take into consideration some means for developing the Konomic 
resources of the Province u|k»i» which the revenues of the Provim t* must 
nctessarily depend. 


Th« Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: S i. I had 

no intention tooppo.se the intioduetioii ot tlie Bill, luil w hni I tim! that 
soim‘ of m> friinuhs au* opjiosing the iiitKalm tioii of the Bill, uml when 
tlieir attitmle in this n‘s|MM t ap{MMt-> to me to he reasonalde and 
Iopi('aI, I cannot ludp lending in> sufipoit to them. A similar Bill by 
Dr. Sen Uupta. though mm h less (d»jt*< tionalde ami harmless, wa.s 
intriHluced in the rouncil about tins turn* last Near. I’he House agrivsl 
to the nrculation of tlie Bill tlien with a \iew to elicit inir puhln o]iiinoti 
tliereoii. Puhlii opinion, howeNcr, expn^ssed itf^elf an lu'iiig Molently 
opposed to the Bill and to tin* principleN umlerl\iiig it. in vu'W' of that 
opinion, this House was convinced of the .'*}ieri inifirm ticahility (d the 
measure, and hv an overwhelming majority, the Houm* refiisetl to 
consider the Bill un\ fuith(‘r. That wa** on!\ in the last JiiIn Htmsioii 
of the (’ouncil. I submit. Sir, that the present Hill is much more 
ohjts tionable in its features, uml, Sir, I .share tlie view« of some of the 
speakers who have precedesl me that it would 1 h* a sheer waste td public 
time and money to devote any further cousiderutnm to any such 
measure. I am the more fortified in ni> views hv tlie fact that by 
propaganda we were able to redme the area and th<* outturn of jute last 
year by about oB per cent., uml that we hme ulrcadv started similar 
propaganda in regard to the next jut«‘ crop I would mid here that w# 
have, at the same time, been carrying on a prop'igamla for the cultiva- 
tion of another valuable money c rop, vix., that of sugarcane on the land 
that may be set free from the cultivation of jute. The effect of the 
propaganda regarding extended cultivation of sugarcane liaa been 
extraordinary, and 27 lakhs of setts of sugarcane cuttings are lieing 
diatribiited this year by the Agricultural Department. I do not se# 
why k-e should seek to do by legislation what we can dc* b> means of 
voluntary restriction. 
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On l>ebalf of Government, therefore, Sir, I join in opposing the 
intro<iuotion of the Bill. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to regulate and 
c^nitrol the priKluetiori of jute was then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ail, Maulvi Htmn. 

All, Miulvi ly«d Nauthtr. 

•ahfth, Mauivi tytd Majid. 

■antrji, Mr. P. 

Batu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 
Ohaudhuri, tabu Kiiharl Mdtian. 
Ctiaudhuri, Or. .lofandra Chandra. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Mural Abtar. 
Chawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Ohani. 
Buiufli, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paiiullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haihtmy, Mauivi iyad Jaialuddin. 


HoQua, Kaxi Emdadul. 

Hoaain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Naaaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Maokarjaa, Mr. Byamapraaad. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. ihanti Bhakharaawar. 

Rout, Babu Haxani. 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. 

Sai Qupta, Dr. Nartih Chandra, 
liraar, Or, Sir Nilratan. 


NOES. 


Armtlrang, Mr. W. L. 

Auatin, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bal, Babu Laiit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Bahib Panahanan. 

Bartlay, Mr. C. 

Baair Uddin, Khan Sahib Mauivi Moham- 
mad. 

Birkmyra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. 

Battamlay, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bural, Babu Qohul Chand. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Alimuxxaman. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Naftxur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Iyad Daman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Bad! Ahmad. 

Oahtn, Mr. D. 4 . 

Oappinfar, Majar-Sanaral W. V. 

Oaopar, Mr. C. 0. 

Oain, Mr. B. R. 

Saa, Hal Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 
Paraaui, tha Han*Bla Nawab K. 0. M., Khan 

Bahadur. 

Pawaua, Mr. L. R. 

Parraatar, Mr, 4 . Oampbail. 

Baniali, Rai Bahadur luait Kuaiar. 

Shaaa, tha Nan'bla Sir B. B. 

Shutnavi, tha Nan*bla Alhadj fir ABdal- 
harlm. 

Silahrial, Mr. R. N. 

Sttha, Babu Prafutla Kumar. 

Suba, Mr. P. N. 

Suniar, Mr. C. W. 

Naphyna, Mr. B. 


Hutaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abui. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4 . 

Khan, Mauivi Amin*ux*Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaxxam AH. 
Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Masuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon bla Mr, A. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdui 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliek, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Ordith. Mr. 4 . I. 

Ormand, Mr. E. 0. 

Philpal, Mr. N. C. V. 

Prantiaa, tha Nan'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mauivi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman. Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Raaa, Hr. 4 . 

Ray, Mr. Bailaawar SivtBh. 

Ray, tha Nan'bla Mr. Bijay Praaad SbiBli. 
•aadaiullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

•ahana, Babu iatya Kinhar. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdua. 

Bartmr, Sir Jadunatb. 

Barhar. Rai BahR» Rabat! INbaii. 

San, Rai Sahib Ahahay Kuaiar. 
tbah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Salaiman, Mauivi Mubammad. 

Wilhinaan, Mr. H. R. 

War da wa r tb, Hr. W. C. 


The Ayes l)eing 26 and the Noes 69, the motion was lost. 
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Tht Bengal Cess (Amendment) Bill, 1932. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Cess Act, 1880. 

The Bengal Pasture Bill, 1932. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I heg tu move foi leave to 
introduce a Bill to proNide for pa<iture lands ni Bengal. 

The motion was put an<l agreed to. 

[The Secretai*}' then read the short title of the Bdl.] 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg t.. move that the 
Bengal Pasture Bill, l>e refene<l t<) a Seha t (’omnnttee eonsi'.ting 

of — 

(/» the lloirble Minister in charge of Agiirulluie am! I i»<lnKtrieii 
Department ; 

(lb Mr. L. K. Kaw( u'i ; 

(3) Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu ; 

{ 4 ) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen (iiifjta; 

( J) Babu Satish Chandra Hay Chowdhurv ; 

(6‘) Maulvi Abdus Samad ; 

(7) Maulvi Syed Jalalmhlin llaHliemv ; 

t<V) Mr, P. Banerji; 

(fh Babu Jitendrnlal Bannerjee; ami 

{Vh the mover, 

with instruction t<i submit their re|M»rl as noon an pot^sihle and that 
the nuinlwtr of ineinlar* whose pi*#Henee *«hall 1 h* neren^tary to et»n**titute 
a quonini shall l>e five. 

Mr. I’re^ideIlt, Sir, the Cattle Bill which 1 s|Hin*ore<l dead but 
it i.s not dead to me. By the wi.se dispensation of Provideme, I hope, 
it will revivify and ap|)ear in a diflfereot garb, ft has not lK*en able 
to dishearten me else I would tmt have sjKjnM>r«*d the Ibuignl Paature 
Bill which I have just intnwluced. I do not know' the fate which 
await^ it. However, bold optimist as I am, let me hof>e for the 
beat. The Bill is intendeil to make proviaion for patlurage. The 
dat^nraiion of cattle in this country* i# partly due to th# inadequacy 
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of pasture landw. The value of laud in India is much cheaper than 
that of any other western country and even that of our Eastern 
ricijfhlHiur Japan. This would lead one to expect that the greater 
jiroportion of land would he set apart for grazing hut unfortunately 
the case is (|uite the reverse. Mr. J. R. Blackwood, i.e.s., in his 
j^uivev and censuH of cattle of Bengal, observed: "In Bengal at the 
present time, waste land is being encroacheil upon Wause it is more 
profitable to cultivate it than to retain it in waste. In Great Britain 
the opposite tendency is inanife.sted. The tendency there is to gradually 
throw more and more cultivated land into pasture." In my Statement 
of Objef'ts and Reasons I have given the comparative figures of sevfral 
countries to show the inadequacy of grazing lands in thi.s country. 
It would appear that while in other countries grazing ground allotted 
for cattle is about 10 per cent, of the total area, in India the pnipoHion 
is ha idly O per cent. The raising of fodder crops is also lud widely 
in vogue. 

(’liinatii* conditions and want of pasturage are reNponsihlc for the 
stunted gniwih of rattle in West Bengal whii h have turned into 
pigmieH, J’he consequent result is the detiuioratioii, holli of the (plan- 
nt\ and quality of the milk supply hi the {oimtiyside, whiih i.s the 
one perfect fiMid for young and ohl. The bullock^ uhiili used to carry 
a cart-load of bricks nnmbeiing 2'*>0 to 0(MI, tan scarcely <any half 
that mimh<*r. f ormerl\ a paii n( good countrv luilbicks w.in considered 
sudicient for vO to ‘Jo blgha^ >ov^n with ]»nddy but ii 'uadavs, the 
majority of them can haidly do half the wcuk. The remarks ot Mi. 
(‘arstaiis inaile fifty >ear> ago still hold goo<l. He ohserveil in lSS*f 
in Ills n'port on the condition of the ninfots in part of (Miaiiditala t liana 
in the SenimjKire subdivision ot my ilistiict: “Hi«b men’s laittle can 
go in gardens, but piM»r men’s I'little have been tlejirived of their olel 
common grazing gnainds. These lune been ajipitipriated and rented 
out by the :riiiiti(lars. The mufot turns his cattle into the padd\ fiebls 
in the cold >\eather but tlie\ pit k a ver\ si anty living up there. I only 
note here that the .shutting up of the grazing groiind.s increasej* the 
expenses of the ratyut, liecuuse he lia-s to keep more foixl for the bullocka, 
be<’ause the want of freeiloiii weakens the cattle and makes them less 
Jit for \^ork, and liecause they are more likely to fall vii tim.s to disease, 
and he will then have t<i buy new cattle. The aih or l»oundarv ridges 
of fields used to be wide and suitable for the ntiyats walking along to bia 
fields and vent' useful for grazing cattle on. They are now little mud 
threads. High rents and measurements have done this. No raiyat ran 
affonl to lanve so much land uncultivated. He cuts it on one side, 

and his neighbour has to resist or rut it on the other this miiM^hief 

is done by inrhes. In all these matters it is the interest (poisibly not 
real but immediate) of the reiniWiir to let the mischief go on. If a 

. A i- J n "Lm. 
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.ippropriates part of a road, this is assessed. If he eorrourhes «o the 
be cultivates all the more, and it is included in his jote. He will 
all the more content to p>ay high lates. The zemindar does not 
;!>ually live in the village. Want of roads or gracing gitiund there 
not put him to personal inconvenience. He may W us g<H>d a man 
John Gilpin, but with him too, loss of pence is the main considera- 
tion.” Mr, Carstairs ha.s to a certain extent cormtly tliHgiH>sed the 
disease which ia eating into the vitals of (he nation Primarily the 

niiyats and .se(‘ondarily the zemuithir^ arc responsible for bringing 
.ibont this deplorable state of things. J am siJirv fr»r some of my 
tcllow zemindars who have expiessed their astonishment on limling me, 
i member of an ancient zamindai family, as a s|x»n.s40 id a Bill who h 
> likely to jeopardize the interest of the landholdei s. I aLo exjiect 
lo meet .some opposition in this ('ouncil fumi that ipiaiter. But l»ef<n« 
tiic\ did so, I should like to humbly beseech them to [HUidci omt the 
:iiatter more seriously from a iliffereni standpoint. l{upcc«*. uiin iN and 
pics have, no doubt, got then iiistrnisic \alue but that was not all 
V ln< li otic should look tor in this vMudd. Fhe angle of \ision ivquiri*d 

!uither extension. It should go bc\ond tlie piesent 'I’hc lulun* of 
rhc cattle wealth of Bengal as a whole, flcmandcil careful considiTation. 
The deterioration of cattb* s<‘nousl\ affected both the health arid the 
Acahh of the people. .Vly fellov\ :♦ /ar/o/</r< should TtuneinlM i that 
ip'Ui these tw<> iiuiHiitJUit facloi-s. dep«*mled tlieir “'Mi v'ellan’ Had 
ilic condition of the tcnanti\ hceii piospeiou*', it would have hcnefitcd 
ilicm ail the more m tiding osci diffi'ullu*s with wln«h lhc\ aie 
lonfionted. It is high time tor thiuii to identify themselves with their 
"eal and woes, to justifv then tlaiius to hold then own us natural 
leaders of the count r\. Thev should not loiget tluit the foicfuthei’s of 
S(>me of the zvmuulars spent tlour all !oi tlie goo<i of then tenantry 
and endeaied themselves in then heait of lu-aits Almost all the hig 
tanks, temples, aliiiH-houseH, educational ami eharitiihic insiitulioti* in 
the country ow*ed their existence to the liheiulitv and niuntfii cm e of 
zemindars of Bengal. It vvas thev who piovjded pa-hue lands for 
Oic tenantry and it hehoves their desiendants to fodp to ie«tore them 
A little sacrifice on their part will not luateiially uf!e< t tluor interests 
but will do a lot of g<x)d to the country. 

With these few w'ords I commend my motion for the a<»epiati(e of 
the House. 


> p.m. 

Itallvl AtDUL HAMID IMAHl I W to by wny of awend- 
ment. that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opiawt 
thereon by the 3(Hli June, 10«12. 



48 XOX-OFFICIAL MEMBERS' BILLS. [22kd Feb., 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

"Mr. Fresident, I want to draw in a few words the attention of the 
members of the Ojunril to the necessity of circulating the draft of Bai 
Mahusai’s l*asture Bill in the country. Vast regions of pasture 
grounds which existed in the country have been disposed of by the 
landl<>rds to the tenants on payment of large sums of money as salami^ 
and the tenants, lacking in foresight as they are, have forgot the 
vital problems of subsistence and improvement of tbe rattle and turned 
these pastures into fields of cultivation. The circulation of the Bill 
will attract the minds of both these classes of people to this important 
question and may induce them to rectify the mistakes committed by 
them in tbe past; moreover, nolwdy will deny that the subject of the 
Bill more vitally concerns these two classes of people than any other 
and it is more necessary to have their opinion on it. 

I move, therefore, for the circulation of the Bill before referring it 
to the Select Committee.'' 

Tht Hoffi’bit Nawab K, C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Instead 
of moving iny arnendiiieiit 1 would like to supj)ort the motion of 
Matilvi AImIuI Humid Shah. I hoi>e Hai Mahasai will find }jis way 
to agree to the circulation motion. 

Th(* following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Tht Hofi'bla Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur, and 
Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way amendment, that the Bill he 
circulated for the purpose of (dieitmg opinion therr‘on witlnn two 
months from the date on whieli this motion is cnrritul in Coujm iI. 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: Ah the cireulation motion is going to 
he tU’cepted I (h» not move my motion. 

The motion that the Bill Ih* nreiilated fot the purjmse of eliciting 
opinion tln*rc»>n h> the dOth June. 19d2. was then pul and agreed to. 

The motion ol Munindra l)eh Kni Mahasai therefore failed. 


Tht Bangal Oiaordaft Oompanaation Bill, 1BS2. 

Ral iahiMur SATYCMDRA KUMAR OABt Mr. Pmidtsi, Sir, I 
bag to move for leave to introduce a Bill to award compensation to 
tuflferers for injury caused by an unlawful aaaamhly. 
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I do not think I should inflict a long apoeeh while introducing this 
Bill, as my object for introducing this Bill will be apparent from the 
Statoment of Objects and Reasons einlKHlied in the Bill, copies of which 
have been circulated, but I would say one wort! to the hon'ble meniWi'S 
who apprehend that I am going to arm the police with extra powers. 
The police have not been vested with any such jM)wei-s but the ('‘hief 
Presidency Magistnite and District Magistrates to compensate sufierers 
from riots by imposing a tax, and a pmvisnin has b«M*n made tf»r up]H*al 
iti case the aggrieved parties are not satisfied with the iliH’ision. 
There is also provision for exclusion of person or persons from 
payment of taxes, wlm, in the opinion ot the authorities, are 
innocent. I would further suhmil that it is not really 
n Police Act but modelled on the lines of the Bomha> INdue Act. I 
have brought forward thi.s Bill as there is no law in Bengal at present 
for aw^aiding compensation in cases I have mentioned. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

I The Secretur\ then read the short title ot the Bill.} 


Rai Bahadur SATYBMDRA KUMAR DAi: As 1 am »eud> to 
accept the motion of the Hon’Idc Mr. Prentice for iircnUlion of the 
Bill should 1 move my motion to refer the Bill to a Select ( 'ommittee^' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If you do not move y<»ur motion. Maulvi Abdul 
TIamid Shah and the Ifon’lde Mr. Prentice launot move their 
amendments. 


Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Th«n. \ movr iliat th« 

uid Bill 1)<* referre.! to a .‘Vlect Committee coimiiilinK of - 

(/) the Hon’ble Member in diarffe of tlie I'olitital l)e|mrlmeiit, 

{H) Maulvi Abdua Senutd, 

(d) Maulvi Sjed Majid Baksh, 

(4) Mr. B. C. Chatlerjee, 

(5) Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, 

Rai Bahadur Kamiiii Kumar Das, ii.n.E., 

(7) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banarji, 

(S) Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar, 
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(.9) Maiilvi Ahdnl flhani Chowdhury, and 
{ 10 ) the mover, 


with ioHf ruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number oi menitiers whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum hhall be five. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH« I be^ to move, by way of amend* 
nictit, that the Bill be circulated for the purpo^e of eliciting: opinion 
thereon by the oOth June, 19-12. 

He ‘*poke in Beng-ali, the English translation of which is os 
follows : — 

Mi. I resident, I supjMirt that the draft of Rai Satyendra Kumar 
Da.s Hahadiir .s Bengal Disorders Compensation Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public cepinion for two reasons; firstly, diwussions on the 
subject of the Bill will draw the attention of the public to the inevi* 
tiihle results of illegal riots, and secondly, with regard to decision as to 
the extent of the compensation and means to realise it, it will help to 
throw light on the real condition of the victims and gi\c us an 
opportunity to liave their opinion. 

I move, therefoie, for the circulation of the Bill before refen ing 
it to tl»e Select (’ommittee.*' 


Tli« HOfl’ble Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: Government did not oppose 
the introduction of the Bill as they did not think it right to deprive 
the member of an opportunity of submitting his Bill for public 
examination and tTitic'ism. But they certainly object to the principle 
of the Bill being ad(»pted by a decision to i-efer it to a Select Committee. 
The provisions of the Bill are wide and their working may cause 
considerable difficulty to Government. I therefore support the motion 
for circulation so that we may get the views of all classes of the 
community concerned, on the provisions of the Bill l>efore we decide 
whether to support it or not. I do not move the motion that stands 
in my name, but support that of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 

The following motions were called but not moved: 


Hort’bli Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE to move, by way of amend-* 
meat, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of alieiting opinion 
thereon before the 3lst May, 1982. 
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Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be 
tircnlaied for the purpose of elieiting public opinion thereon within 
two months from the date on which this motion carried in 
Council. 

The motion that the Bill bo circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opjuion thereon by tlie 30lh June. 1932, was then put and agrml to. 

The motion of Bai Bahadur Satxcmha Kumar Das therefore failed. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjotirncd till 3 p.m.. on Tuesday, the 23rd 
Fchruai*)*, 1932, at the il House, (hilcutta. 
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FrooMiflngi of t!io tofigil Logiotativo Ootmeil Mi o w fc t i g uiNlir tlio 
provisions of the Covornmont of liHlit Aot 

Thk (yOi Nrfr. met in the Oaiicil (’hainiH»r in the Council House, 
(Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 2*lrd February, 19**12, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Ma>'M\th.4 Xath Ray 
CHAUDiimii, KT., ot Santosh) in the (’hair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive (’ouneil, the three H<»iri>le Ministers and 110 nominated 
and elected ineinbers. 


Motion for adjournment. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir. with reference 
to niy motion tor adjouriiiiient iinent tiie llashnabad sliootin^” affair, 
I should like, with >oui pennisHion, to lunke a brief statement. The 
lloii’ble Mr. Prentice made a sUiteineiit on llie suliject the other day 
ba.sed entiiel\ upon information supplieil by the local authorities. In 
the meantime, I and some of my fruMnl" lu*ie have also received some 
inlorimition on the subject from sources who h we btdie\e to be entirely 
:uuthentic and ti usi worthy. Piitortuiiafelv , our informatjou does not 
tally with the* infoimution ot the llon'ble Home Membei. In these 
•f in umstain'es, I .shoiibl like, with >our pelmi^slon. to put a tew' (jiiestions 
to him with a view to cloai up the situation. If the llon’ble Member 
an.swiu's m\ ijuestion.s and if his uiiswums are sati.sfactory, I am (|uite 
willing' not to jire.ss mv motion for adjournment, as I do not want 
minecessarily to take up the time of tlie Council. Hut if he declines 
to answei or It his aiisweis are of (he stereotv ped official sort, then I 
ahull havi* no alternative but to pie*"^ mv motion 


8Urrsd Qusstioiis 

(to whioli oral answort wort gtvon). 

Muslim Girls* gotiool in Calouttn. 

*72. Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Dejuirtinent be pleased to state — 
(i) whether there is any high English school for Muslim girls in 
the [wovince; 

(ii) whether the Government is jiromise-bound to eatabliah at leaai 
one such school to be located in the city of (3iloatta? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the llun’bl© 
Minister be pleased to state whether any steps have been taken or are 
intended to 1)© taken in the near future to this end? 


MINISTER \n charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hofi’ble Mr. Khwaja NazrmiiiMin) : (a) {i) No. 

{it) No, but Gavenimont have under (x>usideniti<m a pmi>osal from 
the Director of Publio Tnstruttiim for the e.stabllshinent of such a 
school. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Maulwi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon'Me Minister he pleased to 
-rate what has bpe(»Tne of tlie pro|Mml to raitw* the Snknivnt Meinoiuil 
S» h(»ol to the standard of a InVh sc hool for jfirls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I wnuld refer the 
luemlrer to iny answer (//). 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Don hie 

Minister kindly state h\ what time it is expec‘t«*d that tht‘ proposal 
'uhinitled hy the Director of Public Instruction will inuteriahse? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is xery diflhult 

to ^'ive a definite date. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: K the Ilon hle 
Minister axxaie that tlie f(‘(diii^ amoni'st ilu* Mo‘.h*iii Mtmnmnity is vi*ry 
“tron^'- on a« rount of the want of a scntahle hi^rh s< hoed foi Mnhuniinadim 


The Hon’bfe Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not awan of 
that. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Wdi tlo- Kon'hie Minister 
he pleasfsi to state whether the Hethune Sc hcMd is ii Government sehotdP 

The Han’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is a Government 
school. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hou hle 

Minister W pleased to stale whethei he is <‘cinsi(l€*rinK Ibe desirability 
of opcniu|{ out the liethune School for the edn 'stion of Muhatumiidan 
girls till the proposal of the Director of Public Instruction for Die 
esiebUsbinent of a high school for Moslem girls materialise# f 
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TN HEfl’blE Mr. KHWMA NAZIMUDDIN: There are Ugal 
ilifficulties in the way of doing this. 

Khtfi Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon*ble 
MiniHtt'r he pleased to state whether it is possible for Muhammadan girls 
to be admitted into any high schools in Calcutta P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There are aided high 
sch(M)l)>< for girls where Muhammadan girls can take their admission. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is there any 
provision for the teaching of Arabic and Persian in those schools? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: So far as I know there 
is none hut I think it is possible for Muhammadan girls to get higher 
education in those schools. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: If there is no 
provision for the teaching of Arabic and iVrsian in those schools* does 
the Ilon’ble Minister consider them to be suitable for Muhammadan 
girls? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: Government are 
considering the question of establishing high schools for Muhammadan 
girls. 


OlaaNlloatiofi of prlionara Kalyani Daa and Ashrafuddin Choivdhury. 

V3. Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether Kalya ni Das, an M.A. student and the daughter of a 
head-master of an high English school who was convicted on the 21st 
Jaiiuar>’ last for holding a iiuH^ting in violation of a prohibitory order, 
has l>een placed in division 111? 

(ft) Is it a fact that Ashrafuddin Gboirdhuiy', a very respectable 
citiseu of (\miillu. who was convicted of a similar offence, has been 
plnciHl in division III? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state on what principle 
these persons have been placed in division III ? 

{(1) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of revising the 
order and placing them in diviaton I ? 

MEMBER in Mnrge of POLITICAL (4AILt) DEPARTMENT (tfio 
Hon*blo ilr B. B. CllOiO): {a) As she did not furnish particukrs 
entitling her to he platted in a higher division and was not known to the 
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trying Magistrate, she was reconuneucied for division III, but 
subsequently, on a reference being made, she was plated in division II. 
(6) No. He baa been placed in division I, 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) No. The question of revision is considered only on represen- 
tation from the prisoner concerned. 


ClaBSifloition of oorUin lady prtaofien. 

*74. Mittivi 8YED dALALUODIN HAIHEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Dejmrtmeiit l)e 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that certain lady prisoners including Miss 
Kalyuui Das, b.a., and Miss Anuta Datta, ii.a., were 
iiuuio to wear jail dress ; and 

(ii) whether they were recommendtMl as division 11 prisoners by 
the trying Mugistnites? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon'hh* Memt)er 
be pleased state whose onler pnn-ails inside the jail — the trying 
Magistrate’s rec'oininendHtions or the order of the officer in charge of 
the jail J' 

Tht Hoffl’bit Sir B. B« CHOSE: (o) (i) Yes, as they were not placed 
in division I. 

(u) Yes. 

(6) The officer in charge of a jail has no power to varj’ the Mugie- 
trate’s recommendation as to claasificaiton. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Ilorride Mefnl>er 
be pleased to state if there has l>een any change ui the polic y of 
Government, since he has assumed office in connwlion with the treatinetii 
of lady Mtj/ngrahi prisoners in the jails of HengaD 

Tht Hoii’lite Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware any change of 
policy. 


Mr.'tHANTi SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleaaed to state whether the lady political priaoners have to put oa 
convicU# dreaaf 
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THb B. B. CHOSE: The Jail Department does not class 

any priw)iicr an jK)litiral prisoner. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it not a fact that two 
lady priMjners were made to wear jail dress? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer to the question is 
jfiven in (^0 (») of the answers driven to the questions of Maulvi Syed 
Jalulnddin Jlashemy. 

Mr. SHAMTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: If the Ilon’ble Member 
be pleased to see the answer, he will find that there is nothinj^ of the 
sort there. 


Tha Hon*bl« Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there. They were 

j^iven jail clothes. 

Babu aiTENDRAtAL BANNERJEE: Is it a fact that the jail 
dri'Ms for division 11 prisoners is different from that of division III 
prisoners ? 

Tha Hon’blt Sir B. B. CHOSE: I think so, but I am not quite sure. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: WiW the lion'ble Member 
be pleased to state if the (iovernmeiit have issued orders that Hindu 
widous aie not to he alhtw'cd to < ook thcii own food in the I’resideiuy 

Jail 

The Hen'bfe Sir B. B. CHOSE : No 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; Will the Hon'bie yember 
be pleased to si4»te if it is not a fact that Hindu widolra had tiy go 
without food for several days as they were not allowed to cook theif 
own food in the jail? 

Th# Hon’bit Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware of this. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’bie Member 
be pleased to make inquiries into the mutter? 

The Him’bH Sir B« B. CHOSE: In one OMte I made 
application and I allowe<l her to cook her own good. 
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Mintti in Dnmi Ml. 

*1$. Rai SATYiNDRA KUMAR DAS MiMirs (a) Will th^ 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Politioal Deportment be j^eaaed to 
state why the ‘'unconfirmed” detenus are [ait into the muue yunl in the 
iKirea Jail with the ”confirme<l” detenus? 

(h) Are the Goveniraent considering the advisability of keeiiing the 
two classes sepanite? 

MEMBER in charga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hofi’bit 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontico): (a) Hecanse otluM acco!nino«lation is not 
available. 

ih) No. it is not [possible. 

Rii SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bohiiiuf: Does not the llou’ble 

Member consider that a distitx tion should l»e made between lUK'onfirmiMl 
iletcnus and continued detenus? 

Tho Hon’bit Mr* W. D. R. PRENTICE, lloth are dtdaijuHl und«*r 
tilt* .*^ame Act though under diflerent set tionn. 

Diooo-Narayangafij Rood. 

*76. Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: tut Will the 
Hon'ble MinisttM' in charge «if tin* IahuI 5^elf-(if>v<*rmnent IVjTflirtmeni 
Is' j»lea*a'tl to state whether the .sup|>lenienturv estimate for tin* Ducca- 
Naiayanganj Hoad has Ikmmi sanctituied? 

If the answer to (o) i.s in the athnnatue, will tin' llon’lde 
Minister be pleased to state whether an\ allt»tment td fuinU will bo 
made this \ear for the land acquisition pHseeilings ? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bi)oy Prasad Singh Roy): to) a mi (h) The 

questirm refers iwesumably to the estimate for the bridge ov(‘r the Dholni 
khal. This is lieing examined but has not yet lieen sanctioned, and 
it is not likely that an allotment of funds will Ih’ re<juire<l bc'fore th<f 
end of March. 

Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleascnl to state when the examination of the scheme is likely 
to be finished? 

TN Hail’Ma Mr. BldO Y PRASAD SI NCH RO Y : 1 1 ia very difficull 
to give a definite date. 
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Agrarian agitation in TipfMra. 

•76A. Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the 

Oorermnent aware of the fact that owinp; to acute economic depression 
an af^rarian movement is going on in the Tippera district for the last 
two years? 

(h) Is the Government aware of the fact that before the arrival of 
Mr. Abdul Ghafoor and Mr. Ellison as District Magistrate and 
Additional Superintendent of Police, respectively, there was no breach 
nor the apprehension of breach of peace in the said district owing to 
the said movement? 

(c) Is the (Toverninent aware of the fact that “Rin Shainashya 
Sarnadhan Samiti” had nothing to do with the no-rent campaign? 

(d) Is the Government aware of the fact that the resolution of the 
no-rent campaign was dropped in the last Provincial Political Conference 
held at Herhampore? 

(c) Is the Government aware ot the fact that Messrs. Akhil Chandra 
Dutta, Kamini Kumar Dntta, Prakash Chandra Dutta and Muulvi 
Habibur Rahman, u.l., now detained under the Emergenrv Powers 
OrdinaiK'e ami Muulvi Ashraimldin Ahmad Chowdfiury, cj'-m.l.c and 
Mauivi Mokhlesur Rahiuoii had always been working together in 
redressing the grierances of the peusanth of the said district? 

if) Is the Government aware of the fact that the officer in charge of 
the lakstiin p(dice-station had been at liossainabad from the 11th 
instant to the Idth with twelve armed police? 

i.v) Is the (iovernment aware of the tact that the procession and the 
meeting on the “Krtthak Day" was organised by the “Rui Shamashya 
Samadhan Saniiti” which is not deidared illegal and there was no order 
under section 144, Cr. P. prohibiting from holding any meeting at 
liossainabad? 

{h) Is the Government aware of the fact that the processionists 
ol>eying the order of the police did not pnneed to the market and 
assembled at the local '^Idtjah ' to hold a meeting to discuss the present 
economic condition? 

{») Is the tbivernmeiit aware of the fact that the police opened fire at 
the ' Idgah'" without giving warning to the crowd? 


Thi Kofl’lilt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: {a) Owing to the fall in 

prteea and the shortage of money, there has been efonoiuic stress tn 
Tippera as elsewhere during the past two yeara and there has been a 
certain amount of agrarian agitation during these yean. 
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(h) No. While, 80 far as is at present known, there has been no 
serious breach of the peace previously in connection with the a^^rarian 
movement in Tippera district, there have been apprehensions, and in 
1931 Government called for a series of reports on the subject. 

(c) Government have no information about this tainiti, unless it is 
another name of the “Tippera Krishak Samiti” which has been largely 
responsible for the agitation. 

{( 1 ) Yes. 

(e) Some of the persons named have been reporteif as taking part 
in recent activities of the “Tippem Krishak Samiti.” 

if) The officer in cliarge of liuksam police-station went to lIoHsainalmd 
on the llth February. On the 1-itli an armed force of one ht^ui (onstable 
and ten constables arrived. 

iij) Fnmi reports and from a leaflet, dated the lith Matjh, it appears 
that the procession and njeeting were organised by the “Tippera Krishak 
Samiti” which was declared to be an unlawful nssm iation on the 12lh 
January. 

{h) Government have no information as to the locality of the 
Part of the crowd a.sHembled m*iii the local mtulramh, and the larger 
set'fion cAtne up from the south-we^t, from the direction of tlie Noakhali 
district. 

(i) No. Hejieateil warnings were given befoie fire wu.s ordered. 

Mauivi 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the lloiPble 
Member be pleased to state how many rifles were there with the officer 
in charge of the Laksam |K)lice-station when he went to tlie pluee^ 

Tha HOfl’Mf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not rec.dlect if there 
i.H any mention of this in the report. 

Mauivi EYED dALALUOOIN HASHEMY: With reference to 
answer if) and the statement ma<le by the llorrble Member the other 
day, is it not self-contradictory ^ 

Tha Hon’iila Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: No, it is not 

•aiNf KHETTER MOHAN RAY; With reference to answer fe), 
will the llon’hle Member l>e pleas<»ci to state whether Babu Akhil 
Chandra Dutt, Babu Kamini Kumar Diitl, Babu Prakash Chandm Dutt 
and Mauivi Habibur Habman have anv thing to do with the Kri$hnk 
.SamittP 

TN Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I said that some of tha 

persona were involved. 
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Mbll KHETTiR MOHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that it is only Maulvi 
Mokhlef«ur Rahman and not others who are connected with the Krishak 
Samiti which has been declared unlawful!*^ 

Th« Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is covered by my 
answer. The (piestion refers to six persons and I said that some of 
these people were connected with the samiti. 

RalHl dITENDRALAL RANNERJEE: Is it a fact that the meeting 
was summoned at the auspices of the “Rin Shamashya Samadhan 
Samiti” and not of the Krtxhak SanntiY 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have got a notice here 
of the meeting whieli is headed by the words “Krishak Samiti Office 
(’ommittec.” 

.TIT) p.m, 

StbU «IITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: U the lIonTde Member 
<iuite sure that the local authorities are not mixing up the Knghak 
Snnnft which is a perfectly innw'ent organisation with an 
nnli-(jovernment political agitation'' 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid the Kmhak 
Sdniitt were duiing the last two u'urs at tlie bottom of most of this 
agitat loiL 

Maul¥t SYED MAJID BAK8H: K the llon'ble Member in posses- 
snm nt an> cvideme to show that the cKiwd took up a menacing 
attitude y 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: touMdering the fact that 

six of tlie constables wioe woumlecl and the (lowd tiit’d to overpow’er the 
constaldes, in that sense tlu‘ « rowd to<»k up a menacing attitude. 

Maulvi 8YE0 JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Will the Hou’ble 

Member be pleased to state how maii\ bullets and bow' many buckshota 
were tired y 


Tha Hon>bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ten rounds of ball and 27 

rounds bu<'kshots. 

Maulvi lYED JAtALUDDIN NABHEMY: Will the Hon bla 

Member be pleaaed to atate the rmmm why the police took abelter in the 
honae of one gentleman? 
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Tlli Mf. W. 0. R. RRCIITIMfi The mimher of the crowd 

was 80 largre and its attitude so menacing that there was no other 
alternative for the iwlire hut to retire and take shelter. 

MaMtvi RYID JAtAtUOOtN HAiH€MY: Dot^H the HouMde 
Member want us to believe that after killing? three men and woundin/f 
others the police had to take slielter in the house of a person y 

TIm Hoil’bis Mfa Wa D« R» PRENTICES It is rjuite jms.Hible when 
several thousand-* of men were ('oiicerne«l. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Was the hnshok Satiutt 
detdared unlawful in the interests ot the Kumindurs or in the interestj* of 
law and order y 

Th6 Hon’bic Mr. W* D* R. PRENTICE: In tln^ interests of law and 

order. 

Mauivi 8YE0 MAillD BAK8H: Wdi ti.o lion'bl.- M.oul>er be 

jdeased to tell u.s wImmIu*? tin* nuislaldes wen* wnnndc*! hnioie tin* tilinK^ 
or after tin* fuinj'!' 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I t. .uin>ild\ il . v wei. 

wouiuleil belnrc tin* hrin^'^ 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: ( onsnierii.L^ tin- fa* t that 
the Krinhak Sntmti meeting was -ulbnl for <i»s< uKsin;f a |iuit*l\ econoniic 
question, it was not an unlawful ass«*iubl.\ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I'hc sttb.mstHmtoi told 

the jH-ople assembli‘<l that tin- Muniiti hail been de< lured an \uiluwf\il 
UHsoeiation and asked the peojde t(» disperse. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Was the meeting 
declared unlawful simply iMn ause it was i ailed for by the hri»h<tk Stuuiti 
or beoouse its object was unlawful y 

The Hoil*llle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The jM*ople were told that 
they were members of an unlawful as-*embh and, therefore, the moating 
was naked to disjierse. 

Or. NAREiH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Hoa the Uon^ble Homber 
t«keii any legal opinion on the matUkrf 
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TN Mr. W» 0* ft. FNilfTIOis No logtl opiaiomirM 

taken. 

Mauivi iYED MMID BAKiH: U the Hon’ble Member prepared 
to admit that aa the injttries to ihe constables were slight as they took 
part iti the firing, the firing was not justified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I think the firing was 
justified. That is in (he re|)ort of the offic er who made the inquiry. 

Mauivi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the IWble 
MembcT lu‘ pleased to Mtate whether in view of the fact that after the 
offleer in rharge of the Laksain thana had been to the place, it is not 
dramatic that more than a thonsand persons asKembled there without the 
knowle^lge of the police? 


Tha Hofl'blt Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE* Whether it was dramatic is 
problematic. 

Mauivi EYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the shooting was going on at the 
I (Iff ah mauitmy 


Tha Hofl*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I Imve already stated that 
I do not km»w where the /<lffah is situated. It is not shown in the plan 
nor is it mentioned in the reimrt. 


Mauivi EYED dALALUDOIN HAEHEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Member contradict me if I say that the sentiments of the Musaalmans, 
particularly of all religious people, will be hurt if the shooting really 
went on at the Idgah maidaa? 

Tha HaiPbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a hypothetical 
question. 

Mnilvi tYEO JALALUODIN HAtHEMV: If, in the cimim- 
I propoee that a coniinittee of inquiry be appointed, eonaiatin^ 
Sr. J. N. Baan, Sir Lancelot Travers and Sir Nilmtan Sircar, to 
inquire into th. question whether the actual firing took place at the 
Idjfah or not, will the Hon'ble Member appoint such a committee? 


Tfc. Mm>M. Mr. W. 0. R. RRENTieil That ia alM> hypothetieal. 
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^Mwivi SYED 4ALALU0DiN HASHEMYl M.v quMtioa i» 

wheiliert GoTernment is considering the desirahiiity of appointing a 
committee consisting of the gentlemen whose names 1 have just 
]>ropoBed. 


The Hwi*bla Mr. W. D. R. RRiNTICi: Considering the fact that 
the suggestion has just been made, Gorerninent have not had time to 
consider it. 


MftuWi EYED JALALUOOIN HASHEMY: Will the Hou'ble 
.Member definitely state whether (lovcriinient are prepared to appoint a 
(ommittee to inquire into the matter 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I cannot accept the 
Hiatement of the member. It should be remembered, — 1 do not want to 
raise a communal question — that the District Magistrate is a 
Muhammadan and he has made an inquiry himself. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: (onsidering the 
‘vtatement made by Mr. llasherny that the sentiments of Mussitlmans may 
l>c hurt, will not the (loverniuent (cmsider the desirability of inquiring 
into the circ’um.stancesy 


Tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not think that such 
an iiujuiry is desirable. The |K)licv of Government is to rely on the 
report of their officers. 

Mautvi EYED MAdID BAKEH: If the shooting occurred in the 
mathiiMih, is the Hon'ble Memlar prepared to admit that the senlimetiti 
of MussalmaiiH are likely to be hurty 

Tbi Hon’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Although 1 cannot say 
where the shooting took place, I think it otcurred on the west of the 
madm$ah. 


Paint af ardar. 

Mllilvi EYED dALALUDOIN HAEHEMY: On a point of order, 
Sir. I would like to know when the adjournment motion would lie 
taken up. 

Mr. PRIEIOiNT: That is not a point of order. 

Maulvi EYED dALALUOOIN HAEHEMY: 1 want to know 

whether, in view of the replies given hy the Hon'ble Membeiviii-eharger 
yon wUl ailpw my motion for ndjoiirament of tha Hoaia. 
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Mr* MlilBEffTt Yoor questSoas wmte lolly onawered i 
Hon'ble MemW. In riem el thin fact and the statemeni iv^h he nufOe 
the<>iher day, I do not think yon will be joetified in preeeinf for your 
motion which ha« not yet been admitted. 


Mr. iNANTI iMCKflAilCMfAR BAYl On a point of order, Sir. 
The ruling that you gave the other day wae that if we were aatinfied 
with the auHwerH given by the Hon’ble Member*in-charge, we might 
waive our right of moving the motion for adjournment. 


Mr. PREimtMT: I am not aware of having given any auch ruling. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: We take any statement 
made by you, Sir, as your ruling. 


Mr. PRESI0EltT« Order, order. I never said that if the answer?* 
which might be given by the Hon’ble Member be not satisfactory, you 
could move your motion for adjournment. All that I .said was that if 
members, who had given notice of the motion for adjournment, would 
put some short-notice questions and the Hoirble Member agree to 
answer them, the necessity for im»ving the motion might be obviated. 
Mr. Hashemy was given an opportunity to put short-notice questions 
and he was further allowed to make a statement. I do not think that 
after all these any useful purpose would bt* served by moving that 
motiou. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tht Bangal Ciimlnal Law Air-r. . rr^i Bill, 18S2. 

Tlw Maii’llla Mr. W. 0. R. ARBMTIGi: Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1930, 

Sir, I am sorry to have to oome once again to this Council for legis- 
lation on the subject of terrtknsm, hut I do not think that it can be any 
aurprise to the membt^rs that I have to do so. They are all well aware 
that the Chrdinance which was issued by the Govemor-Oeneral at the 
end of October last will be expiring at the end of April and no member 
of this Council, 1 am certain, will claim that the conditions now existing 
in Bengal or Likely to exist in the near future have changed so much 
for the betU^ that the necessity for the powers given by the Ordinance 
Imm passed. We are, thereloie, cowiMdled in eiew of the temporary 
jMKiure of the Grdkaace te ctame and ai^ this CSouneiJ to give us the same 
^powers hy the Bill4er sAkii € am now eakiiig. That is, 8ir» 
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thi^pfiiicipal object of the Bill that I am askinir for leave to introduce. 
.UlTantage has been taken of the fact that a Bill to amend the Bengal 
(,'rijiiinal Law Amendment Act lias had to be introduced in order to bring 
forward certain other minor amendments in the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act to meet a few difficulties which have been experienced in the 
working of the Act. But the principal reason for introducing the Bill 
is to pass into law the proviaions which are in the Ordinance. 

I do not propose at this stage to go into the details of the Bill, which 
will be explained at a later stage; nor do I propose to make any attempt 
to justify the necessity for this legislation. It has already been debated 
at considerable length during this session of Coxmcil and as regards the 
need for the same, I think the Council is satisfied that it could not he 
done without. I w*ouid only point out one thing: Government all along 
adopted the prim iple of temporary legislation to deal with this menace 
of terrorism. I admit that at one time doubts were felt by some of us 
whether the situation did not justify permanent legislation : but when 
Government decided to intrwluce the Act in IW. they derided also io 
continue the principle of temporary legislation, and that is the principle 
which has been followed now. But unfortunately the information at 
our disposal sliows that many of tlnise who are plotting in Ihmgal have no 
idea of confining their measures to the jvriod for whieh the present Art 
i.s in force. Indeed all the iiuli('atious from one quarter are that what 
is being plotted is on the lin“s of what aetualiy happene<l immediately 
after the previous legislation of 11125 expired, namely, (he outbreak at 
Chittagong. I want, therefore, to make it clear to the ('ouiiril that 
while we retain the prin('iplo of temporary legislation, it dm's not mean 
that there ia any lack of determination on the part of Government to 
deal with this menace of terrorism. Government are determined to 
stamp out the terrorist menace and I am authorised to say that His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of India have no intention 
of allowing the present Act to lapse at the end of its five years’ currency 
if the movement is actively in being or is latent, and if in the view 
of the Government of Bengal the powers are still required. That, Sir, 
is the attitude of Government. 


3-30 p.m. 

Mr# (PfIESiOENTs You need not make a long speech on the intro- 
duction of the Bill. You can give us your viems when discussing the 
Bill. 

TN Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I shall not make any long 

speech^ but I shall speak on the next motion if yon prefer it. 

Mr. PRCilOENT: Yes, I should prefer that 

5 
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Mr« NAREMDRA KUMAR BAtU: I rise to oppose the motion — -- 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If you oppose tbe introduction of the Bill, yon 
must be very brief. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASUs I shall be as brief as the circum- 
stancoH of the case permit. I rise to oppose the motion for leave to intro- 
duce the Bill. I do so for several reasons. I am not going to elaborate 
my reasons, but I arii going to state my reasons for the information of 
the members of the Council. In 1930 when the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act was put into the legislative anvil, Mr. Prentice in 
charge of the Bill told us that it w'as a temporary measure to prevent 
terrorist outrages. And Mr. Prentice has been pleased to repeat what 
he said in 1930, that immediately after the lapse of the Act of 1926, the 
Chittagong outrage occurred. He, therefore, wanted the Council to 
believe that it was the Act of 1925 that would have prevented the out- 
rage in Chittagong. Had that Act been still ii. force in 1930, no outrage 
would have occurred. This is an insult to the intelligence of the 
House 


The Hon’hle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I never made any such 
statement. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: That is tli- implication made 
hy him, that the Act of 1926 and the Act of 1930 are designed to prevent 
these outrages, and that they have succeeded and that the Coimcil is 
now called upon to give additional power to the Government. I submit 
that there is absolutely no foundation for this. Secondly, even if it 
were, I submit to the House that we have not been properly treated in 
(onnection with the present measure. If hon’ble members will turn 
to the Statement of Ohjints and Reasons, they will find that in line 2 
of the first paragraph it is stated that the provisions of the Ordinance — 
an Ordinanoe for the promulgation of which, I need hardly say, neither 
the Provincial nor the Central legislature were consulted — ('annot safely 
be allowed to lapse. Then in the note on clause 2 it is said that it 
reproduces the provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Ordinance, 1931, which will lapse on the 28th April, 1932, and “must 
be replaced by an Act before that date.“ That is to say, we are the 
henchmen of the Hon’ble Member and we are here to register his wishes. 
1 submit that this is not the proper attitude to take in this Council. 
We should not he ordered about in that fashion. Materials placed be- 
fore us show that this Ordinance, for tbe promulgation of which, •• 
I have stated, the legislatures were not consulted, has been of very 
little beneBt to the country. Terrorist outrages stiR oootiniie, and 1 
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for one, refuse to believe that but for the lapsing of the Act of 1926, 
the terrorist outrages and the occurrence at Chittagong, would not have 
occurred. 


The Hoil’ble Mr* W* D* R* PRENTICE* I am rather in a difficulty 
in answering this because Mr. Ba.su ha.s put into my mouth thiugs 
which I have never said. The Wst thing is not to answer them. 

As regards the point which he has rai.sed about the wording of the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons on clause 2, there is no intention at 
all of issuing orders to the Council. In the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons it is explained why Government is bringing forward (his legis- 
lation, and it is explained as clearly as possible. When I come to 
deal with the various clauses of the Bill, I will deal with the reasons 
which justified our putting forward the provisions embodied in clause 2. 
As I said previously, I do not propose to go into them now. I prefer 
to deal with each clause when it loines up for discussion. 

1 ask for leave to introduce the Bill. 

The motion of the Hou'ble Mr. W. I). R. Prentice was then put 
and a division taken with the following result:— 


Armtlrwit, Mr. W. L. 

Amtln, Mr. 4 , M. 

■«l, labu Ulit Kumar. 

■al, Mr. tarat Ohantfra. 

■arma, Rai Uhlb eanahaiian. 
aartlay, Mr. 0. 

Utif Mita, Kbaa laMI Maalvl Maluiae 

mU. 

•Irlimyra, Mr. H. 

BtaMiy. Mr. t N. 

■atlamlayt Mr. 4. M. 

■ural, Babe Oahul Cbantf. 

Cbautfbtiri, Kban BabaBur Maulvl Alt* 
mutaamafi. 

CbaiKberl, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Habxur 
Rahman. 

Cbaudburi, Mautvi tyai Otman Haidar. 
CbanNlhttry, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chaufdliury, Mauivi Abdul Bbani. 

Oaban. Mr. 0. d. 

fapBinBM^, Ma|ar B antr a l W. V. 

C iapt r , Mr. C. B. 

Btain, Hr* B. R. 

DM, Rul Bahadur fCamini Kumar, 
iutufli, MauM Mur Rahmau Khan, 
raraaui, tht Han'bla Navrab K. 0. M^ Khan 

R a aw u a , Hr. L. R* 

Rarraalar, Hr. d. Ca m ph i f l. 

Danialk Dai B ab m t ur Ml Kumar* 

Dbaaa, tba Hrnmt BIr B. B* 

DBumavi. Mt MauM Albadl Sir Ahdai- 


AYES. 


Dilahritt, Hr. R. N. 

Ouha, tabu hrafulla Kumar. 

Ouha. Hr. P, N. 

Qupta, Mr. d. N. 

Qumar, Mr. C. W. 

Hapkynt, Mr. W. •* 

Naavain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huauin, Mauivi Latafat. 

Karim, Mauivi AhduL 
Kaatm, Mauivi Abut. 

Karr, Mr. W. d. 

Khan, Mauivi Amtnsa*laman. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muautam At). 
Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Law, Mr. turandra Math. 

Maputra, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, lha Han'bla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. K. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad AbdiB. 
Hullitk, Mr. Mukunda Babary. 

Nap, Ra va ra w d B.A. 

Nandy, Maharala Brta Obandra, af KaalBi' 

baxar, 

Naxtmuddin, tha Han'bla Mr. Kb«a|a. 
Harlan, Mr. H. R. 

Ordlth, Mr. d. B. 

Orumnd, Mr. I. C. 
rbiipal, Mr. M. 0. Y. 

Prantiaa, tba HaniMa Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rabaam, Hr. A. 

Rabman, Hr. A. R. 

Rabman, Hr. A. f. H. AbBur* 

Ray, Babu Ami By aHiHi> 
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luy, late NagMiira Ikirayaii. 

May eiMifiliuri, Mr. K. C. 
liMt* Mr. 4. 

R^y, Mr. tAilMiirar Singli. 
fity, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, iha Han'ait Mr. Rijay Rraiad tingli. 
Ray Cliaudburj, tabu Ham CRandra. 


AH, Mauivi Hataaa. 

■aliali, Mauivi tyad Majid. 

•afMrJI, Mr. R. 

•aanarjaa, tabu Jiiaadralai. 

Raau, labu datindra Natb. 

•aau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

■aia, Mr. t. M. 

Cbaudfiuri, iabu Kithari Mafwn. 
Ohaudburi, Or. daoMidra Cbandra. 
Cbatulbury, Mauivi Rural Abtar. 
Dull, Rai labadur Dr. Maridhan. 
Ohaat, Or. Amutya Ratan. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Hatbamy, Mauivi lyad Jaialuddin. 
Haaua, Kail Imdadul. 


•aadatullab, Mauivi Mubamuad. 
tabaua, Dabu tatya Kialiar. 
tarhar, Sir daduuatb. 

•arkar, Rai tabib Rabati Mabaa. 
•alaiman, Mauivi MubamauM. 
Wilkinaan, Mr H. R. 

Wardawartb, Mr. W. 0. 


Maiti, Mr. R. 

Maabarjaa, Mr. tyamaaraaad. 
Mubbapadbaya, Rai tabib tarat Obaadra. 
Nac, labu tub Ul. 

Paddar, tatb Huaumaa Praaad. 

Rabnuui, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Rai Mabaiai, Muaiadra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. tbanti tbabbaraavrar. 

Ray Cbawdbury, labu tatiab Cbaadra. 
Raut, iabu Haaani. 

Ray, tabu Utyandra Nath. 

•amad, Mauivi Abdus. 

tan, Rai tabib Ababay Kumar. 

tan Oupta, Or. Naraab Chandra. 

•iraar. Or. tir Nllratan. 


lh(‘ AyoM Uoirifr T*) and the X(m»s 30. motion was carried. 


3-4G p.m. 

Tht Hon'Wa Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I l.ep <0 move tbst the 
Beuffal Criininu] Law Auieudiiient Bill, 19*12, !»** takea into cooaidera'* 
tion. 

Sir, I do not want to enter into the details of the Bill at this stnge. 
I will do so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Secretary has got to read 
out the short title of the Bill. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 


TN KsiPMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I will now deal with the 
principles of the Bill. There are two. The first is to extend the 
sphere of the Criminal I.»aw Amendment A< t and the other is to remove 
certain administrative difficulties. Under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, as it stood before the passing of <he Ordinance, action could 
only be taken against members of terrorist associatiomi who were 
actually seeking to commit certain specified offences. Unfortunately 
action of this limited nature has been found to be insufficient and to be 
powerless to: prevent acta of terrorism. It was, therefore* decided to 
go back to the position during the War and to take powers to deal with 
potential terrorists as well as active terrorists. During the War, actioa 
was at first taken under the Defence of India Rules against certain 
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leadm and people who were prominent by their aciiTiiies. It waa 
:»ubeequently founds however, that this was not sufficient and eo in 
1916-17 Government laid hands on all the members of the various asso- 
ciations that were advocating terrorism at that time from the leaders 
down to minor members. We are now following the same policy which 
proved successful during the War. So far we have not heeii able to 
put a stop to all acts of terrorisui, hut we hope we have certainly 
managed to diraiiiish the numher of terrorist crimes. Fn fortunately 
we cannot by ourselves stop these outrages, hecause action against 
terrorism has got two sides. On our side (Government will do their 
utmost to slop or prevent it, but as 1 said .Hom * time ago, we cannot 
•.m (*eed unless the people of Bengal (heinsehes want to put a stt^ 
to it too. Mr. J. L. Bannei jee tlu' other da.\ delivered a speech whh h, 
1 hope, all responsible members of the community will |•ememl»er and 
act up to and co-operate with us in dealing with this meiuu *. (V 
operation by the people with (fovcomment will put a stop to terrorism 
and would make a legi.slation ol tins kind imiic'cessary. But up to the 
present there lias not Ikhmi lln.s i o-operutioii, ami (iovc‘rnment is i (im- 
pelled to deal with this menace, in the way that is open to it. The 
otluT matters of princ iple wliic li are dealt with in the Bill are minor 
legal matters connected with thc‘ allowanciN of detenus and such like 
which I do not propose to refer to just now . 

I move now that the Bill to be taken into consideration. 


MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHABAI: I !«•(; to mo'c, l.y »»>■ of 
amendment, that the Hill he (ireulateil for »h'.- punnwe of olieitiiiK 
public opinion thereon hy the 3()(h June, IWJ. 

Mr. Preaident, Sir, my object in moving thin amendment is to (five 
the public, who are Titeliy intereeted in the matter, an opie.rlunity of 
examining the Bill and expressing their considered opinion thereon 
before the SOth of June next, just in time for consideration nt the 
July aeaion of the Council. I do not know why the Hon ’hie Mr. Pren- 
tice should come to this Council in such hot haste and hurry' up his 
Bill to be moved, considered nnd passed in a single sitling -jast like 
Cmut's 'wnt rid* rid— I came, I saw and 1 conquereil. These are 
the ways of the autrrcrats and not of constitutional governments. The 
country has by this time got well accustomed to the rule by Ordinances, 
which are now as plentiful as black-berries. These are In-ing lil«Tslly 
showered on the people who are tasting them to the.r hearts’ .-onteiit. 
The Oovemment has got unbounded p<iweri to frame all wrts of law- 
less laws (or the governance of this country. The smithy has been 
kept always busy to forge new instrumenU of repression. Then, why 
this mdck show of coustilutionalism-the iniroduition of the Criminal 
XmMkdwMi m\ into this Councils’ Pray do not maks os. tbs repro- 
saatativst af tbs psopis, a party to the perpetuation of the blunders 
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which the Government is determined to commit. Govern the country 
by as many Ordinances as you like, but pray do not associate us with 
any such foolish enactments. 

Sir, for the last two years wo are witnessing the inexhaustible 
resourcefulness of the Government in the framing of Ordinances for 
crushing not only ifTiorism but the rising spirit of nationalism. The 
detention camps are full to overflowing, necessitating the equipment of 
fresh camps, and ordinary convicts are being made to vacate the prisons 
to make room for the reception of the political idealists. May I ask with 
all humility, have all these abnormal measures succeeded in putting 
an end to terrorism? Have they been able to even scotch the terrorists? 
Are not some of the spoilt children of Govemment — the licensed mur- 
derers of Hijli and the licensed spoliators of Chittagong — responsible 
for the incitement of the devils in men to commit outrageous and 
heinous crimes? It was unfortunate that the Government should be 
seized with panic and run amok. In such an atmosphere all words 
of wisdom are likely to he thrown to the winds. It was highly to be 
regretted that sound statesmanship was badly wanted among those 
wl»o have been placed at the helm of affairs. They have muddled the 
whole business by careless handling of the situation. Ruthless repres- 
sion has failed in the past and is hound to fail in the future. History 
repeats itself. 

Pray do not misunderstand us. Wo are sim ere well-wishers of the 
Governmeril . We want the restoration of peace and order. No sane 
man can ('ountenance the heinous crimes with which the terrorists are 
associated. We Itwk with abhorrence at their dastardly acts and I 
believe that public opinion is decidedly against them. Great care was 
needed to diagnose the disease wdiirh showed alarming symptoms. Pray 
do not aggravate it by (juack treatment. It was a mental malady which 
/e<juired the utmost caution. The skill of an expert physician was 
necessary and not that of a veterinary surgtnm. Overdose of repressive 
inji'ctions on unafftvted patients are ludping the spread of the infection 
not only among the young boys but to our eternal shame it has begun 
to spread among immature girls which have tarred the fair name of 
Bengal. Pray do not help the spread of the infection, but seek better 
remedies elsewhere. Patent medicines like the Ordinances and Criminal 
I*aw Amendments have been tried but have hopelessly failed. Then why 
is this extraordinary hurry to fill up the gaps in the old bottle with 
new wine and incur the risk of an outburst? 

Sir, it was time for us to take stock of the realities of the situation. 
Ruthless rf'pression has not only miserably failed, hut has helped to 
add fresh mu'uits to the terrorists’ camp. This would he evident from 
the very happenings. When we entereil the Senate Hall on the 

Convocation Day, it never occurred to us that the hand of the aasaasin 
was busy in maturing the aim to be directed presently and that among 
the girl graduates. Nobody could believe his eyes when in the 
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twinkling of an eye shot after shot was discharged at the August person 
of our well-beloved and most amiable Governor. But for the pluck 
and undaunted courage displayed by the Vice-Chancellor Sir Hasan 
Suhrawardy and Mr. J. C. Mukherji, a great calamity would have 
overtaken Bengal, the magnitude of which wc shudder to think. What 
was the Criminal Intelligence Branch of the police doing all this time 
over whom lakhs and lakhs of rui»ee8 are l»eing wasted? They had 
absolutely no intelligence before tlie occurrence to warn Hi-s Excellency 
about the impending danger. 

Sir, may I ask, have the Ordinances whose mnnher is legion, and 
the Criminal Law Amendment Acts been able to deter the terrorists 
from their mad course? Tlie cold-blooded mur<h‘r of Mr. Steven, s and 
the attempt on the life of llis Excellency levealed a new phase in the 
activities of the terrorists. The irreligious education imparted in our 
schools and colleges have paved the w*!iy for the inculcation of the cult 
of the terrorists in the immature minds of a section of the fair sex, — a 
thing undreamt of and unpreceilented in the annals of the country. It 
was. therefore, obvious that the remedy hitherto resorted to by the 
Government has proved worse tlian the disease, lluthless repression 
and conciliati<m cannot go hand in hand. People have lost all faith 
in the bo/n/ fidrs of the Government. Suspicion and distrust between 
the rulers ami the ruled are the root cause of many a tnmhle. (iovern- 
inent is loth to take even the moderates who do not want severance of 
connection with them into their confidence. Tnist Ijegets trusts. 
Trust them and it will !>♦’ reciproiatetl a tlnoisund times, ,Suhrawar»lys 
ami Mukloujis will mullipl\ to strengthen the tottering pillars of 
the State. The fetish of prestige should go. The whitewashing docu- 
ments of erring officials — the non-jmhlication of re|M)rts like that of 
the Chittagong incidents—inteiisified the bitterness and created had 
bhwd. 

At a time when the country is seething with discontent which has 
been aggravated by the overxealous activities of the s)K>ilt children 
of Government left unbjuched by the temporary cuts, great caution and 
circumspection are necessary' to steer clear the ship of State through 
the troubled waters. Have patience and do not ride roughshod over 
the feelings of the people. Do not hurry up measures like these. Your 
armoury is inexhaustible. You have got enough powers behind you to 
lay waste the whole country. Then why this inordinate hurry. Pray 
have patience. May the Great Ixird of the Universe grant wisdom and 
eound statesmanship in our rulers to enable them to restore iieace and 
order in this unhappy land. 

Mr. l^lliilDENT: The House shall now have to he adjourned for 
fifteen minutes for prayer. But before that, I shall read out a letter 
which I have received from His Excellency the Governor. The Council* 

T am sure, will be highly gratified to know iU contenU. 
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GovrasKBKT House, 
Calcutta : 

22nd February, 1932. 

My dear Mr. President, 

I tf) acknowled^ye the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant 
in which you convey to me at the unanimous request of the memhers, 
the cori^rratulations of the Henj^al Lejfislative Council on ray provi- 
dential escape on the occasion of an attempt upon my life during the 
Convocation at (hdcutta University. I shall be grateful if you will 
convey to the Council ray warmest thanks for their kind message and 
the heartfelt appreciation of T>ady Jackson and myself for 
their good wishes for our future. I am especially gratified to know 
that the outrage was so generally condemned by all sections of the Coun- 
cil, I am very pleased to note that the Council placed on record their 
api)recia(ion of the gjillant action of the Vice-(^hancellor on the occa- 
sion <»f the unfortunate incident at the Convocation. 


Yours very truly, 
Sd. F. St.\m.ky J.\(kson. 


The Hon’ble Uaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudburi, kt., of 

San tosh , 

president ^ Bengal LegisJalive Council. 

[At 4 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-15 p.in.] 

Mrt Pf BANERdlS I beg to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
by the 30th April, 1932. 

Sir, whenever any private Bill is brought before the Council, we 
often hear from the treasury Wnch that public opinion has not been 
consulttnl. Tlierefore the Bill must go into (circulation. But whenever 
we find that any measure of such vital importance affecting the public 
and the Government is brought forward by Government, Government 
want, an has been said by a previous speaker, to put it on the legislative 
anvil and get it immediately passed. 

1 think, ^ir, no case has been made out and there is no urgency 
for the Bill to be taken into consideration immediately writhont eircolat- 
ing it for public c^inicm. We all know, and as Hr. N. Basu hi# 
pointed out, that the Hon'ble Hr. Prentice in the year 1380, when 
enacting the Criminal Law Ajuendmant Act, said that it was only a 
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tcmpurary measure, but still it was a measure for five years aud would 
continue till 1935. I say, Sir, that there is still the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act and there are the Ordinances which will be continued 
for another two months, at least till the end of April. If Government 
want to cope with the situation, I think these two, coupled tofrether, 
will be sufficient for their purpose to cope with any situation that 
may conceivably arise. Under Chapter 1 of tlie Criminal Law 
Amendment Act a person can he detained without trial and that when- 
ever (fovernment like; and under the Ordmauees su(h a j»erson can 
be tried by a tribunal of three judges against whose judgment no 
appeal lies. So I say there is no urgency of passing this measure wliich 
has been always termed lawless law*. If Government has been run so 
long by Ordinances, I think they can do so for a few mouths more and 
meet the situation. From this side of the House we have often warned 
the Government whenever any legislation of this nature has been 
luought before the Council and passed against otir oppusitij)n. Sir, 
Go\criiment want that there should l»e p/ac<‘ in the country. We an* 
the people who are very mucli uffet ted by this Hill. We protest against 
thi> measure for we know tie* minds of the people and the situation in 
the country better than the Hoirble Member. We have often, times 
without number, warned tht‘m that smh lawless law should not he 
passed and that such n measure should not bt' enacted. Hut the result 
of their action has been that they have failed to administer law and 
order in tliis country and often have the Government, instead of ad- 
ministering the country by law and order, administered it by lawless 
laws. Had there been no such lawless law, I firmly believe there 
would have been no terrorist movement in the country. It has' been 
said that formerly not a single shot was fired by a single ludian against 
any white man in this country. Now yon have aggravated the situa- 
tion by constantly trying to oppress the people and the result has been 
that you have failed to administer the country profierly. After so 
many years of British rule we have come to this pfisition that you 
have to rule the country by Ordinances and lawless laws. Am! the 
result is that terrorism has only increased in the country ami you have 
failed to deal with the situation. You have coated thia tituation hy 
passing the Ordinances, and now* the members of the terrorist gang 
shoot at not only the mmliers of the Services but also a member of 
the non-official European community was shot at. And I think the 
time is fast approaching when we, the people who always snpjMirt the 
Government and warn the (jov<*rnment that there should not hi* such 
a law and w*ant that the terrorist movement should Iw* snppress<»d, will 
also be shot at and there will Ik* no p«*ace in the country by measures 
which are going to be introdmed in the interests of good government, 
and in 4he interest# of the jxwple of this country, 

ICiaa Bma Baa tn her statement has said that the saries ol Ordin- 
Micca saTovring of Martial Law to her mind showed nothing Wt a 
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spirit of vindirtivones# and were only ineasurea to crush down all 
aspirations for freedom. The outrages perpetrated in the name of 
Government in Midnapore, Hijii and in Chittagong which is her own 
district, although she has never seen it, and the refusal to publisli 
the report of the oflScial inquirj^ committee could, she says, never be 
driven away from her mind. And the outrages on Ambu Dassi of 
Contai— (Mr. J. N. Basu and myself were eye-witnesses to this occur- 
rence— and when we brought this to the notice of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Prentice he did not believe us, but he believed in the statement of the 
man on the spot, I mean Mr. Peddie, the District Magistrate, and the 
effect was tlmt the unfortunate Mr. Peddie was murdered) — this out- 
rage on Ambu Dassi and on Niharbala at Chittagong, she tells us, 
totally ups(’t her whole being. She was a private tutor to the wife of 
a detenu and she saw with her own eyes the sufferings of the poor wife 
leading the life of widowhood during the lifetime of her husband, with 
the almost demented father and mother every day sinking to the 
grave 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point of order. I 
submit Sir, that on the question of circulation he ranmit read that 
statement, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ts Mr. Bnnerji referring to tliese incidents only 
to point out the causes of the disease? But what we are busy with at 
the present moment is to find out the remedy. AVhat does he think 
<d the remedy proposed by the Ilon’hle Memlw'r? Criticism with regard 
to that rather than with regard to the diagnosis of the disea.se will 
l>e helpful to our discussion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I want circulation in order to let the public 
know the situation and give their views in the matter st> that we shall 
be able to know the real public opinion on this matter. 


Mr. PRBtlOENT: By rtfeiring to these incidents you ai'e not 
helping the discussion. I have already explained to you that criticisms 
with regard to the measure proposed would be helpful. It will also 
be helpful if you will say as to why you are in favour of circulation. 

Mr. P. BANERill: I say that these unfortunate incidents are the 
creation of rule by Onlinances and are responsible for the misdeed of 
the unfortunate girl who mode that statement. And the oppression 
which is lieihg made in the name of law and ortler and is lieing felt in 
eveiy house has goatled not only this girl but many other young men 
to commit acts which we all condemn. Jt stands to reason, therefore, 
as I have already pointed out, that Government has failed in its 
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attempt to check the terrorist movetuent by its enactment of the 
Orfijiances of 1930, and I say that they will* multiply the volume of 
disaffection in the countiy^ with the result that there will be increase 
in terrorist crimes in the country. I, therefore, appeal to the members 
of the European (ifroup and to the Muhammadan meniliers that the}' 
will not in the interest of themselves and the wuntry. without know- 
ing the real situation and without arrivinj^ at the true ntttui*e of the 
case, only listen to whatever is said from the treasury bench every 
time, I do say with nil respect tc them that they should not in season 
and out of season follow the (iovernment in every measure they lirinji? 
forward and go into the (iovernment l<d>hv. I appeal to them that 
they should consider a thousand times hefuiv they adojit. or >j:ive their 
support to, this measure. It has been said that (loveniment want 
co-operation from us, but how is that co-openition possible 
if public opinion is always thwarted and never listened 
and the statement of a mere constable is j»‘i\en prefeivnce 
t<» a statement made i»y a man like Mi. J. N. Ilasu and other prominent 
persons outside this Council? I would, then*fore, recpiest once more 
before I resume my seat, my Muhammadan friends and members of 
the European ^roup not to vote with Government Ix'fore considering* 
this matter and jfivinj? an opportunity to evervlKuly concerned, just 
lis they do whenever any private measure is brmig-ht before this ('ouncil. 
to consider the Bill. 

With these words I move my motion. 


4-''ri p.ni, 

BaIni 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; 1 be^ to move, 
by way of amendment, that the Bill l>e cinnlated for the purjxwe of 
eliciting: public opinion thereon l>efore the 'list March. 1932, and I 
do it with a full sense of my resfionsibility lioth as a meTnl)er of this 
House and as a citiaen of Bengal- We, members of this Oiuncjl, know 
that the Criminal J>aw Amendment Act which is now prf>j)Osed to Ih» 
amended was passed in this Omncil in •the teeth of opposition le<l by 
no less a person than Mr. J. N. Ba.su. At that time. Sir, it was 
recognised that it was a drastic measure, and l»ecause it was too drastic 
a measure, even the present Government thought it wise not to make 
it a permanent measure but to give it a life of five years. 8uch a 
drastic measure could not be given a longer life than five years, I 
stated at that time that if the measure were confined to two years 
instead of five years, I for one would lie prepared to gi%'e my supjiort 
to the Government, for this reason that Oovernment was entitled to 
try thwr own methods for a reasonable time, liecnose none of us wanfwl 
that theee ontna^pw! should continue. But I pointed^ out that if at the 
end of two y'eara it was found that that measure failed and the remedy 
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wa« a wn>ng one, Government ghonld, for heaven's sake, change their 
policy, nhould revise the estimate of their own intelligence and 
perception, and come round to our way of thinking. I will base my 
argument for the circulation on this reason and I would ask Mr, 
Prentice to meet me by arguments and not by mere assertions. At 

that time Government was anxious to give the measure a trial. It 

was, however, predicted from this side of the House that the remedy 
would not lead to the desired result and we saw* that within one year 

of th«‘ puHsing of that Act of 1930 the Government found that that 

measure was inadcHiuute — (juite inade<|uate to meet the situation: that 
is to say, these outrages went on, the police were helpless and could not 
make any headway tow'ards the stoppage of the outrages. I may say, 
in passing, that in spite of the charges that were levelled against us 
from time to time, in spite (d the allpgatir)n that we <*ondemn these 
outniges by mouth and not by action, it is the citizen who came forward 
to helj) in the <letection of crimes wherever there has been a detection, 
and I know from my ow'ii experience that it is the citiiens w’bo have 
often come forward oftener to help in the arrest of criminals redhanded 
than your fat-salaried p<»lice otiicials or your iunumemble constables 
have done. Doe*, it pnive that we condemn these crimes by month 
and not by action?' It is doing a gross inju>tice to the persons who 
desire to co-operate with (lovernment. You shut out co-of)eration by 
such allegations and insinuations. When the Act was passed and 
when thereafter it w*as found inadequate to cope with the situation, 
out came the Ordinance of 1930. Leaders of public opinion in this 
count!*)’ who have devoted their whole life and attention to this question, 
who are really anxious for the maintenance of law and order, have 
declared from one end of India to the other that these outrages do not 
Wlong to our soil. They are of an exotic growth in our country: tliey 
are imports fr<»m the west. These outrages were. I am proud to say, 
iK>t here in this country* in the Moghul period or in the Hindu f>erio<l 
when we had ^iroroy heie. In this land of ours — the land of Buddha 
and Phaitanna — we had no such outrages and we always lived in peace 
and amity. Your heads must Im>w' down in reverence to Buddha and 
Cfaaitanna who flourished in this land of ours. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: On a point of order. Sir. You 
have already given your ruling that this is not the projjer time for 
criticising details of the Bill. The present speaker is entirely going 
ant ray frt>m the siibje<*t matter of the motion under consideration. 

BMni BATliH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDNURY: If the member 
hae any patient^e he will 9m that I am coming to the matter under 
conaideration. If you have any conacience, you will agree with us. 
that is my point. It has come from the west and the remedy for thia 
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8ho«W be the remedy which has Wn adopted in the west, and that 
remedy is democracy. That is what can really do away with these 
outrages. It has been experimented in Germany, in Russia, in Ireland 
and in other oountries and the remedy has been found to In? democracy 
and democracy alone. Therefore wc, us students of history, are justified 
in saying that it is demcK*racy that can really find out the remedy for 
these outrages. You cannot shut out our intelligence, you cannot shut 
our knowledge derived from histoi-y — your history — I mean Kiiropean 
histoi^. I would point out that quack i-emedies are bound to fail us 
they have always failed. Can any geufleinan of this House t^onceive 
of a more drastic measure than the measuiv which is called the ('riminal 
Law Amendment Act of 19f‘H y Therefore when this Ordinance was 
sprung upon us, it was a real surprint* and now that it has failed in 
its purpose, it is pnjposed to eiiilmdy it in the statute )KM)k. We say 
that this is a trickery. You have rh»>sen that very remedy which you 
have admitted as having failed altogether. Now, what do we piopose 
to do? We 8uspe<‘t, and rightly suspect, that you want to put all our 
souths into jail. When you find that the Criminal Law AmendmeuI 
Act of 1931 does not enable you to put some of the young iMH»ple who 
are outside, you want the Ordinance to deal with them. But you 
make the greatest blunder of yotir life when you place all the young 
Jiien in the name category — l>e he a Congressman, l»e he u .oityo/zm/ii, 
he he a man convicted of u criminal ofience and he he a man convicted 
of dacoity or other heinous ( runes. You want to tar them all with the 
same brush. 

Thomas Mann who got the Nobel Prir^* has said through one of his 
main characters in his (‘elehrated l>ook “Magi Garden" that he thought 
that music is political suspect. Music sometimes elevates and some- 
times depresses one’s spirit, therefore being e(|ui vocal, music is political 
suspect. 

All our young men are suspects. Becauiw* some of them have gone 
astray, so all the students of scbwds and cfdleges-~"y(»ur mdiisds or 
collegea— with ambition which they have imhil>ed from the past 
generation, from the moderate men and inodeiate speakers, are suspects : 
otherwise there cannot l>e any real uee<l for adding these new fettem 
to the statute book. 

Tilt Hr. W. 0. B. BRiMTICI: ftn a p^int of order, Kir. 

Is the member entitled to say all these things on a motion for 
circulation? 

Mr* RREilOiNTi The memWr rautiot dmnm at this stage the 
detaiU of the Bill. He can only discuss such details as are necessary 
to explain the principle of the Bill and no further. 
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Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: What I say is 
this that I want its circulation for the simple reason that although we 
do not see the necessity for bringing forward this measure, we might 
obtain public opinion on this measure so that we may revise our 
opinion, if necessary- As we find at present, it is a panicky legislation. 
You have been driven to it by the recent outrage in the Senate House 
which we all deplore without any challenge from anybody. We on 
this side of the House deplore it more than any member on the other 
side, because His Excellency is really an honourable gentleman w’ho 
will leave his mark behind him for a long time and, therefore, our 
regret is all the greater. But we must not do an 3 rthing which, instead 
of being a remedy, will perpetuate terrorism. I, therefore, submit 
that the Hon’ble Member should take time and ponder over the matter 
before he comes to the conclusion that this is the one and one remedy 
alone whit'h is necessary for the safely of the country. I would. Sir, 
lefcr to some points which, I liope, the Hon’hle Member will kindly 
take note of. As 1 have said l>efore, this Bill is the direct outcome 
of the recent outrage at the Senate House. 

Thd HOuHiIb Mfi W» 0* R. PRENTICES It was drafted long before 
the outrage at the Senate House. 

4-45 p.m. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: It is news to 
me. So far as the House is concenied, we take it that it is anything 
but well thought out measure. In spile of Ihe fact that the Ordinance 
of 11)110 is still working, you have brought forward this Bill. My 
set'ond argument is that this legislation should not be hurried. We 
have at pre.sent the Government of India Ordinance No. II of 1932, 
which is still working and will still work for some time to come. This 
particular Bill projM>st's to give })Ower to detain persons who are 
members of certain assixiatiouh. What I submit is that you do not 
lose anything by delaying this legislation, because there is already the 
Government India Ordinance No. II of 1932. Under it all the 
asscK-iations in Bengal, even the ‘ Deshbandhu Palli Samiti'* which 
was doing real solid social service in the Itxalities, have all l)een 
suppressed. So you have that Ordinance under which all asscKuations 
have Wn declared unlawful and members of these associations have 
been sent to jail. So. practically the present Bill, if it is passed, will 
remain a dead letter or remain in a corner and Ordinance No, II of 
1932 w'ill be really effective. It is a very solid reason that I have 
advanced. Therefore, if you are really sincere and honest and do not 
like to put fetters ,o& the freedom of ortlinary citixens unconnected with 
the terrorists, I would ask you in all solemnity to wait and see how 
that Ordinance No. It of 1932 works and then if you think it necessary 
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vou dm bring forward this measure or any other and legislate. In 
that caee probably you will have support fit>m many quarters. If you 
really see a change for the worse, I submit, Sir, then the only alter- 
native may arise for you to embody the Ordinance into law in onler to 
put an end to these outrages which have blotted the fair name of my 
country and my countrymen. If you want our co-operation, that co- 
operation must be according to the meaning of the woni given in your 
Kuglish lexicon, and not co-operation on your own tenns, or in other 
words, abject submission. On that basis we are always preparinl to 
(<»-operate. With these few words I move the amendment. 


Mauivi HAS8AN ALI: I hcg to mo\e. 1*\ wa> ot amcmlmcnt, that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose ot eliciting puhln opinion therwn 
before the 2r)th Mairh, I9d2. 

At the outset I must he <‘lear in the niotne ot m\ motion. I do 
(ondemn terrorism. I will (ondenin it over and over again. 1 am 
tully aware that the metliod of ternuism is un-Indiun. Neither true 
Hinduism nor true I slam ism can supjHirt it, I am fully eonvinced 
that terrorism instead of advancing country’s ('uuse is proving inimical 
to it. The vast majority of our people gives this verdict. The most 
advanced and jKiwerful political organisation, vi:., the (’ongress, also 
condemns terrorism. There are no two opinions in the <*ountry* with 
regard to this that this alien ovil of terrorism must he eradicated from 
<'Ur fair land. But what would he the jiroper lemetly^ lo find it out 
wc must go to the r(K>t cau.^e of the evil. I he rojit cause is dist ontent 
among the youth of the countiy, 1’akc into confidence the ( ongress. 
If vou do not lielieve the (Vuigresn, take with >i»u the modetates, and 
liave their counsel and remove the discontent. Instead of doing that 
you are going to introduce special measures like the present one. 
But will it avail? Have special laws availeil in the past, I ask? \\ luit 
IS your experience? To eradicate the evil »»f lerron-iu \ou huu‘ been 
enacting spe<‘iul laws such us sugge-^teil in the pre«^ent Bill f<tr a quarter 
of a C6ntur\' past. In l(W)8 you had the first drastic amendment in 
the criminal law of the land. During the War time you had the 
Defence of India Act, and there were re-amendments in criminal law 
in 1925. And quite very recently in 1920 you had your Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act parsed in the very t*H‘fh of opposition 
of the popular eection of this House. Moveover. there have Iwen 
ordinancee from time to time. But have you la-en aide to cope with 
the situation? Verdict of the experieme has Weii quite an emphatic 
“no." 

Surely, Sir, a countrv’ cannot be adminietered by ordinances and 
special laws. The Hon’We Mr. Prentice tells us : “Recent events hav# 
unfortunately shown that the provisions of the (October, 1991) 
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Ordinance cannot safely be alloired to lapse. And the present Bill 
provides amendments substantively on the lines of the Ordinance. 
That iH to nay, Sir, we are invited here to replace an Ordinance by 
another ordinance. The very' first one seems only to be in the cloak of 
a lejrislative sanction. As a representative of the people, Sir, I for 
one cannot support stuh a thing. And iny grounds are clear enough 
to be appealing to you all here. In the first place, as a legislative 
IkmIv in the country, whatever little power was given under the 
HeTorrned Constitution, we have been rendered powerless by the 
promulgation of the Rule of Ordinances. Ordinances have made us 
practically a defunct l>ody nothing to mend — nothing to amend. Offi- 
cial ii.surpation of legislative function — Bureaucratic dictatorship — 
have rendered public opinion meaningless and popular representation 
is a big ridicule. And it has been truly said, Sir, that the legislature 
of the country has been impotent under the onlinance rule. 

iSe<‘ondly, Sir, supposing that special measure like the present one 
has any efficacy in jwint of eradication of the terrorist evil, I must 
say that it is supei-fluous. Its obje<'t seems to l>e detaining persons who 
are not a<’tually guilty (»f any overt act but who are members of 
terrorist organisations. But is it not a fact that under Ordinance of 
or the ('riminal l^aw Amendment Ai t of it wHvS possible for 

< Government to arrest and detain persons susj>e<^ted to be meinl)ers of 
ternirist organisations and who were actually not guilty of any overt 
acts of violent nature? 

I therefore say, Sir, that the October (IDR) Onlinance has been a 
suiwrfluous task and I cannot support the i-epetition of that sujierfluity 
again. 

In the third place, Sir, our past experience in the matter has shown 
us that special measures like the present one have led us nowhere. If 
they have led us nowhere, then it is this that the terrorism has doubly 
or even trebly increased in the country. In the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons of the Bill it has lieen stated that rei'ent events 
have unfortunately shown that the provisions of the ordinance 

cannot safely be allowed to lapse. But may I ask, Sir, 

what amount of safety and that to what extent has been ensured 
by the Ordinance of OctoW In spite of others 

like that l>efore, we were thunder-struck — we were shocked to see the 

other day Santi, Suniti and Bina in the loathsome arena of heinous 
crimes. After that. Sir, shall we still pin our faith to ordinances and 
special measures? 

Terrorism is heinous. Temmsm is lawless. But special laws and 
ordinancea are also lawless — ^they are negation of law and nothing more 
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and SotiiiiiiF sliort tkan terroriftm itiielf. And I believe termriiin i» no 
renwdy for terrorism. Homeopathy has failed here and will, I believe, 
fail in future. 

Df* NARESH CHANDRA $CN GUPTA* I bef( to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Hill Iv rirculated for the pur]>ose of eliciting 
public opinion thei-eon before the 20th March, 1902. Sir, it is easy to 
grow warm in moving any dilatory motion with regard to a Bill of thia 
kind. What we see every day around us makes it practically im|>oii* 
sible to maintain perfwt e(|uanimity in the discussion of a measure of 
this character. Nevertheless, Sir, I shall attempt to discuss the 
motion which I have place<l before this House as calmly as possible, 
all the more so, be<*au8e 1 feel that there is so much of tnimmon ground 
between the Hou’ble Member who introduced the Bill and myself, and, 

I venture to think, the majority of the members on this side of the 
House. Well, Sir, the first jmiiit which I should make out is that the 
Ilon’ble Mr. Prentice has told us that although, when the Act was 
passed, it was expected that terrorism would b<^ brought under control, 
the situation has not very much improved. He has told us that since 
the passing of the Ordinance which is about to lapse, the jmsition has 
not improved, and I think he will agree with me that not only bus the 
position not improved, it has grown a great deal worse. For one 
terrorist that we had before the passing of the ('riminal Law Amend- 
ment Act we have at least a dosen to-day. For one timid attempt with 
which we were familiar before the passing of the Act we have had 
to-day outrages which are daring, almost terrifying in their daring. 
Well, Sir, the {msition has not only not improved: it has grown worse. 
Then, Sir, the next point u{)on which 1 find myself in complete agree- 
ment with Mr. Prentice is that terrorism must be exterminated. I 
do not know whether we are talking the same lunguuge when we say 
the same thing. I do not think I should like to use the words which 
Mr. Prentice has uswl “that terrorism must Im» stamped oul.“ Well, 
terrorism must be eradicated, it coinnot be stamjHHl out. The idea of 
stamping it out is the point of difference l>etween us. Then, there is 
another |K>iiit on which also I agree with the Hou'hle Mr. Prontice 
which makes it necessary (hat tlie provisions of this Bill should be 
reconsidered, or at any rate more fully ronsiderwl. This Bill was 
drafted before that unfortunate attempt at outrage in the Senate 
House. Well, I venture to think that the situation has changed 
ooasiderably since then. Before that outrage occurred it might he 
said that the legislations, and the Ordinances which had been passed 
for dealing with terrorism, had been successful in stamping out 
terrorisni, because for some considerable time before that there had 
been no iesrortsi outrage and there might have been some room for the 
ooaAdenoe that this legislation was useful in stamping out terrorism* 

6 
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The oxitnige in the Senate Hotiae was a rude reminder that teiroriam 
had not been etamped out and that it waa ready to bur^t out any 
moment when a suitable opportunity oceurred in spite of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Art and in spite of the Ordinances. 

6 p.m. 

If that is so, there is room for consideration whether after all the 
whole ]>olicy of these Acts and Ordinances has not been wrong, 
whether, as a matter of fact, this policy will not and is not likely to 
eradicate terrorism. Then, w'e find there is another circumstance 
which also calls for consideration. Mr. Prentice is nervous, lest the 
lapse of the powders given him under the Ordinance which is about to 
expire, would make the Government- impotent against outrages or 
terrorist conspiracy. As my friend Mr. Ray Chowdhury has pointed 
out, with the four Ordinances of 19^12 on the statute book there is no 
reason to apprehend that Government will be impotent to deal with 
conspiracies of a terrorist kind. If that is so, then it is time to consider, 
if anything happens in the meantime, that there are special powers 
under these Ordinances which might he availed of. In tliese circum- 
stances I think 1 have got very good reasons for moving the amendment 
whi< h 1 have moved, namely, that the Bill In* circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion thereon before the 2t)th March, 19*12, when 
the Council will he in session. If the Government is satisfied that this 
is a Bill which should he considered by the (’ouncil this session, it (tan 
come up before the Oouneil again and be passed in one day. Is there 
any reason why this should not l>e done?* The Ordinance is not due 
to expire l>efore that, and even if it expires, there are other Ordinances 
which arm the Government with incalculable powers. Is there any 
reason why it should not be circulated for public opinion in these cir- 
cumstances F Well, I cannot anticipate any answer from the other 
side of the House. I can anticipate a criticism which might be made 
from the popular side that this motion reads like a grim irony. To 
circulate this Bill to elicit public opinion at a time when public opinioii 
has l>een muxtied and almost throtilesl out of existence, when any 
<liticussion in the public press is liable to be ruled out by a reminder from 
the Press Officer, this method of eliciting public opinion really looks 
like irony. Nevertheless, I would move that the Bill be circulated for 
the puriKMe of eliciting public opinion in the hope, most of all, that in 
the meantime Government might give a little more time to thinking 
about the provisions of this Bill and possibily to change them. I want 
to point out to this House the most important point about this thing, 
and that is this, that even without the present amendment that is now 
propossd, the Crimiiial Law Amendment Act is perfectly ndeqnnte to 
deal with the terrorists or any terrorist con^iracy. Well, what does 
this Bill propose to doF It oity propoeee, as Mr. Prentice very Inmdljr 
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stated, to enable the OoTernment to pret at persons who are not terroristic 
hut %ho w potential terrorists. This is an extension of the principlea 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, which is very different from th# 
principles of the old Act itself. The question of terrorism has got to 
he dealt with. I am as anxious, as eager to deal with it as Mr. Prentioe, 
hut how? Not by doing that which will forthwith turn a man, and 
hundreds like him, into arti\e terrorists, but by doing that which will 
lake him away from the path of terrori»in. Satisfy him that that path 
is not the proper path to pursue. There we come up agninst the funda- 
mental difference hetw^een (tovernment and ourselves. Mr. Prentico 
]»as done ua the honour, to complain that we have not given him the 
ro-operation, I mean the House and the public Imve not given the 
(iovernment any co-opemtion in the matter of stamping out terrorism, 
,tnd, therefore, the Government is justified in passing repressive laws. 
Well, this complaint comes with a very ill grace from the (lovernment. 

I know of course what the (tovennnent understands hy the co-operation 
which we ran give. Our idea of co-operation in eradi<'ating terrorism 
is greatly different. Our idea of co-operation would he a discussion 
with a view to discover ways and means (d stamping (»ut terrorism. 
Well, has the Goveriiinent ever made any attempt to get into touch 
with the public, even with this Legislative (’ouncil, before it launched 
on thi.s campaign of repression in the beginning of this year? It in 
(juite possible that they were satisfie<l that there was no use doing that. 
In any case, there is no rcn.son whatever why they should not have 
invited this House to discuss the matter and find out flu* means of 
Mdving this problem that faces them. fiovernmenl did not even 
convene a meeting of thi.s House to di.scuss the matter. It cannot be 
>aid that this House is h(» unreasonably hostile to the Government. 
Gn the contrary, the rerord of this (’oum il has been one of unexampleil 
loyalty to Government, Kven in spite of that, Government has not 
done the Council the courtesy of inviting them to a discussion of way» 
and means for meeting the new situation. As a result of that, Gov- 
ernment has launched upon a new policy of repression from the 
beginning of this year. After that, it comes with a very ill grace on 
the part of the Government to soy that we have not given them co- 
operation. 1 say, some of us at any rate, might have given fruitful 
suggestions, suggestions which might have been radically different 
from the suggestions embodied in this Ordinance, suggestion# which 
might have been more far-reaching and more efficient for eradioitinir 
the evil, than this Act has proved to he. But ns I have said, out ideas 
of co-operation, our ideas of dealing with terrorism, happen to be 
different. We have been told on high authority that the only way in 
which we can co-operate with Government in eradicating terroriam 
i« to gite information to the District Magisttate or to the police officer, 
about people whom we suspect to be of a terroristic bent of mind. I 
anppoae that is the only co-operation which has ever been asked for 
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from ti«. We have not been asked to give advice or saggeations. The 
Government say«, “Here is our repressive machinery for dealing with 
terrorism; you have nothing to do with that; you must not handle it; 
you must not touch it; you come and act as informers and spies’* — not 
a very honourable occupation to propose to self-respecting gentlemen, 
not one which the people of the country would be willing to jump at, 
even with the very desirable object qf eradicating terSorism. I 
challenge Mr. Prentice to point out a single utterance on behalf of 
Government, which called for co-operation from the people in any 
other shape or form. If that is so, are the people to blame f I can 
assure Mr. Prentice that the people, the sensible people, who are the 
vast majority of the people, have co-operated in ways which may not 
api»eal to Mr. Prentice, but in ways w'hich have appealed to their own 
coris('ii‘nce. There is no sensible man in this countrj' who is not 
against terrorism. In spite of whatever has been said to the contrary 
in this House I make bold to say that there is no father in this countiy^ 
who is not in a per|>etual state of fear on account of the existence of 
this terrorist conspiracy, who does not apprehend that his own 
children might be drawn into it. Bo you expect that these people 
vrould support or conceal or protect terrorism? On the contrary, I 
ran toll the House that there are hundreds of people who have been, in 
their own homes amongst their own people, trying to preach against 
terrorism as much as they can. If the Government were sensible, it 
would enable tliese people to preach more effectively by producing a 
condition of affairs in which confidence could be placed in the Govern- 
ment. But the Government has made it impossible for them to carry 
conviction with young people. Government has, |>ossibly with the best 
of motives, passed these ordinances, which has made it very hard to 
carry conviction to young people that terrorism is after all not the 
only wea[>on. We are willing to co-operate, we are dying to co-opferate 
to stamp out and eradicate terrorism, but in our own way, because our 
outlook is so essentially different. Government wants to fight 
terrorism by punishing the terrorists and not only that, the would-be 
terroristsi the might-be terrorists and all forms of potential terrorists. 
We do not want to punish them; it is not our business to put them 
into jails; after all they are our own flesh and blood, and we want to 
wean them from these ways, and we want to place them in a position 
that it will not l>e necessary to put them into jail, and why should we 
not do so? Bo you think that we, the people, are any less affected 
by terrorism than the Government? 

5-15 p.m. 

Do you think that we, the people, are anything the leas afraid of 
torrofismf As I have said, we have our children to think of. 
Boaidos, anybody who has studied the political history of the world 
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kn<iw» that terrorism as a weapon of political reform is absolutely futilo 
and tio one was stronger in his condemnation of terrorism than the 
greateet reTolutionary of modern times, Ijenin. It is an absolutely 
futile instrument for the purpose of bringing almut political reforms. 
It can only create a state of anarchy; it cannot build up freedom. 
This has been demonstrated not once, not twice, but a hundred times, 
in the history of nations. Well, that is the reason why we ore ogaiust 
it. Besides, it is not only futile, it is extremely harmful to those who 
join it and those who do not join it. For, one single act of terrorism 
means more sufferings, more persecution of hundreds of others who 
may receive the attentions of the police. Is there any reason why we 
should be pleased to create and continue that state of affairs!' Would 
any sane and sensible man think of creating that state of things in 
the country when he is satisfied that it leads to nothing in the way of 
political progress? Therefore, I say. Sir, with all the emphasis that 
T can command, that the mind of Bengal is not in sympathy with 
terroriam and the people are anxious to get rid of lerrorism. But the 
Government makes it impossible for them to make much headway. 
There is w’ant of <o-operation on the part of Government. This series 
of enactments which have emanated from the Government ever sinc’e 
the policy of repression uhns htarted, has made things impossible for 
us. You have heard one or two cases in which people were driven to 
terrorism by what they thouglit to he the high-handed acts of officials. 
Well, wlmt has been the result of repressive measures? We have seen 
magistrates with armed guards touring through the districts and 
making repression manifest in remotest villages. Well, the Govern- 
ment by doing so has been ac ting as propagandists of terrorism. It 
has driven terrorism down to the villages. It has exacerbated the 
feelings of the humblest and <iuietest of villagers and I say this, Sir, 
with the fullest sense of resjmusihility. We know of magistrates-— 

I know at least of one magistrate who has been touring through his 
district with a company of armed followers marching inlo houses, 
insulting people right and left, |>eople who were only suspected to l»a 
connected with any Congress activity and using abusive language 
which a gentleman would refuse to utter, and this he does not only 
in his headquarters town but also in inufassal villages. I shall be 
very glad to tell the name of this magistrate here, hut I reiollect that 
it is not safe to utter the names of these wrongdoers. It was not safe 
for Mr. Prentice to praise the wonderful work of the lute Mr. IWdie. So, 

I do not propose to give out the name of that magistrate for the benefit 
of the terrorist public, but all the same, there is that magistrate, and 
he has been spreading the message of terrorism from village to viHage 
and from house to house. These repressive measures have only helped 
to propligate terrorism in the villages. It has made the work of thoeo 
who want to eradicate terrorism by preaching and prt^ganda impoa- 
•tbie. It has discredited people who want to secure the freedom of tim 
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cauiitry by means other than frightftil. We, Sir, happen to be iu 
that category and we are diacredited in the country b^uae people 
will not believe that there is any good to be had out of the Goyemment. 

Well, Sir, who then is guilty of want of co-operation? I charge 
the Government of the failure to co-ijperate in the endeavours of the 
people to eradicate terrorism, and I think there is no answer to that 
charge. The Ordinances and the way they have been administered and 
the effect that they have produced amply demonstrate the truth of this 
proposition. The Government, Sir, have been the propagandists of this 
terrorism and it is no good telling us that we have not been co-operating. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the puq)ose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the loth March, 19*32. 

Sir, my motion i.s not a dilatory one. The members of this Council 
are aware that the Criminal Law Ameiulment Af t was passed in the 
year 1930, and the Af t was intended to remain as a statute for a period 
of five years. It was ostensibly ]»assed with the object of suppression 
of terrorism. Terrorism was then iu il.s infamy. In the month of 
September last yf*nr there had been some acts of terrf)rism and Govern- 
ment promulgated what is known as the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Ordinance of 19t3i. That Act was passed towards the end of 
Octf>ber last year. Members of Council are aware timt Ordinances 
mean a stipersevssifm of all legi.slative laws and can remain in force for 
six mouths only. The object of promulgating an Ordinance is to 
give extraordinary powers to (‘Ope with extraordinary measures for a 
temjmrary period and not tf> make it a prominent law of the land. Sir, 
there was, I think, a lull in the af'tivities f)f these terrorists. I do not 
know whether (if)vernment believed that terrorism was coming to an 
end. Of course the people have no information us the Government has 
at its disposal through the Intelligence Branch, the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department and the police. The f)nly information the public 
have is that dastardly outrages were committed and that an attempt 
was mad# upKlQ the life t>f His Excellency the Governor. There is no 
<}uestif)n of Sir Stanley Jackson being an unpopular 
district official or an un{K)pulur |>olice superintendent. I 
think the jH^ple of Bengal are all agreed that he is the 
true type of an Englishman and a perfect gentleman and has always 
been sympathetic towards the aspirations of the people. 

Sir, it was only in last week that we got the notice that the Bengal 
Criminal I^w Amendment Act would be amended. It was just seven 
days ago that we got a copy of this Bill and we were asked to send in 
our amendment by Saturday last, 1 do not think that the people of 
ibis province have been given an opportunity of looking through the 
amendiug Bill and even the members of the Council had to huny 
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thaaiMlves at the time of sendinjr the amendment!). There are man;fr 
radical changes in this Bill regarding the allowances to the detenus, 
the power of the police and many other amendments which I hope to 
deal with later on. My object in moving this amendment i« that three 
weeks* time may be given for eliciting public opinion on the Bill «o 
that by the middle of next month when the (\mncil will W in session 
the Bill will again come np for consideration. By that time at least 
the newspapers and some of the public usswiations might suggest some 
improvements, and the Bill may then l»e enacted into law in one or two 
days’ sittings in March or the beginning of Aj»ril next. I do not think 
that Oovernmeut would be prejudiced in any way if this motion ti 
carried and public ojnnion is invited by the loth of March next. 

With these fewr words. Sir. 1 beg to move my amendment. 


Mittivi SYEO dALALUODIN HAIHEMY: Sir, I big to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circuluteil for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon by the I4th March, 

Mr, President, Sir, with a great deal of relm^tance 1 rise to move 
iny amendment at thi.s fag end of the da> . The Bill ought to have Ikm*ii 
killed at its \erv imeption, and 1 desiic that it would nut lu* allowed to 
see the light of the day. But unfortunately tin* Bill has bmm 
introduced. Sir, 1 am not at all .HurpriMnl that the Bill has binm 
introdmed and I shall not be surprined it tie* Bill eonsiclered and 
passed to-<lay. Sir, this is not the first time that a Bill of this nature 
ha.H bei»n introduced, lonsidered ami pas**e<l on the floor of this House. 
If 1 go back to the year BIOS, f will liml that this ('rimiiial Law 
Amendment Act was first intrmiuced in that >eai. Then again, Sir, 
during the War the Defeme of India Ac t was passed. Praetieally, Sir, 
we are under these extraordinary measure**, we are under these lawless 
laws for over a quarter of a century. This law' was again amended in 
the year 1025 and it was finally uiiuMidiMl in the year 1030. Sir, this 
year, 1 mean in this year of grace — 1032, when there are so many 
Ordinanc>es — I am not sure, but I think the number of (Ordinances may 
be two doaens — w'e thouglit there would not be any more amendment to 
this Criminal liaw Amendment Act. After all. Sir, it has come and it 
baa been introduced and I know. Sir, that it will he pnssiMl. My 
amendment is very simple and I ask the Hon ’hie Membci*r in ail 
acMriouaneaa what reasonable objei’tion there can !>e to wait for one or 
two months more to take public o|finion thereon. Sir, a reference baa 
b(MNn made to a speech of Mr. *1. L. lianuerjee. I may or I may not 
agree with him. The other day. while speaking on the resolution of 
Kumar Hhanti Bhekhaieswar Kay. I said— and I repeat it tcwlay— that 
this policy of the (iovernmimi— this repressive policy of the (lovern- 
ment— is responsible for all these terroristic movement in Bengal. 
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Then we found another, Mis* Bina Das, in the Calcutta University 
Convocation. Accordingly I would ask the Hon’ble Member to 
reconsider his position over and over again and I would also ask him to 
go to his department and see what they are doing there. I will not 
repeat what has been said by previous speakers. Complaints have been 
made and references have been made to the existence of agents 
provocateurs and how they are created by the department. 
I mean the Police Department, and I would ask the Hon’ble 
Member to deny whether there are agents provocateurs or 
not. I have with me responsible information that these agents 
distribute leaflets containing formula for manufacturing bombs and 
sometimes they supply not only the formulie but materials for making 
bombs. I personally know of some cases in which they distributed 
revolvers to students, particularly students of colleges and schools. I 
ask, Sir, how is it possible for these terrori.sts to secure so many 
revolvers, so muiiy pistols when they have not licences for them.*^ 


lift PRESIDENT: You need not raise that point. 

MiUivi EYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Lastly, Sir, I would 
appeal to tin* House to se<» that the Bill is circulated for eliciting 
public opinion, for the simple reason that Government is always 
sfH»king public opinion and to create a healthy public opinion against 
the terrorist movement. But, Sir, how is it possible for the public to 
create a lu»ulthy public opinion against this movement if Government 
is not really seeking public opinion in taking this drastic measure as 
the enactment of this Bill? Sir, my amendment is a very simple one 
and I will take it as a change of policy on the part of Government if 
they accept my amendment. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: i rise to support the 
ameudment luoveil by my friend Maulvi Jalaluddiu Hashemy. Sir. wo 
all remember the very candid statement made by the Hon’bl© 
Mr. Prentice the other day when we were disi'ussing the adjourument 
motion of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, that a fresh election was necessary 
before Goveniinent could consider the ciuestion of transferring the 
portfolio of law and order to a member on the opposition bench, and 
that this unrepresentative House was a stumbling block in the way of 
his making room for a member on the <^>position benches. Sir, with 
this estimate 'of the House, is it not desirable that Govmmont, when 
they seek to pass a measure ot this kind, should try to ascertain the 
opinion of people who are outside this House — people who represent tho 
country better than members of this Council f 
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niMi, Sir, there is another aspect of the question and it is this : I 
fully recognise that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has brought forward this 
measure to a certain extent in response to public opinion, or at any 
rate, to a certain section of public opinion. We are all familiar with 
the cry that has been raised in the Anglo-Indian presn and by a section 
of Europeans about the large amount of inone^' that is being spent on 
the detenus, and here is a measure brought forward bv Government to 
make amends for their past errors. Sir, if Government have been so 
responsive to a section of public opinion, is it not fair and decent that 
they should let other sections of the commtinity give their views? I 
do not know what the position of Government is on this subject. They 
do not care whether opinion is in favour of the Bill or not ; they want to 
carry out the measure on their own responsibility. Of l ourse if that is 
their position, as an ele<'ted representative representing a constituency 
in this province I have nothing to say. hut oven then I would like to 
point out to the Hoii’blc Member in charge of the Bill that ex^en from 
the Government’s point of view, it is desirable that ihey should hold 
their hands for a short while. We know' that we are going to have a 
new* Governor for our province, and he xvill W coining to Bengal very 
shortly. I think he should l>e gix*en an opportunity of examining the 
whole situation with an open mind and it is not fair to saddle him with 
an accomplished Act like this w'hen he hmi no opjwrtunity of examining 
the situation. With these words I supjKut the circulation motion. 

Maulvt ABUL KA8EM: I rise to oppose the motitm for ( irculation 
of the Bill. I have heard with interest uiid with care to the Mpee<*h of 
my friend who has moved this amendment, hut I regret to say that I 
have heard no argument to convince me that there is a necessity for 
circulation. The arguments used have Ikhmi such as would do very well 
for throwing out the Bill altogether. No useful puriKsse would he 
served by circulating the Bill for public opinion. I am sorry Ui state 
that public opinion in this province at any rate, if not in India, at the 
present moment is not free to express itself. The terrorism alwut 
which we heard and talked does not limit itself to anarchical movement 
only, but terrorism extends to the stiHiog of public r»pinion as well. 
Even a large majority of the public in this country who ludd opinion 
which doea not tolly or concur with the opinion of the (‘ongifss leaderi 
dare not apeak out their minds. 

Secondly, the Bill itself is a small one with a few se<dions »nd it can 
be diacnaaed and decided on the door of the House without asking for a 
large ntunber of bodiea to express their opinion on its provisions. X 
have beard writh advantage and pleasure the speech of my learned 
friend Dr. Nareah Chandra Sen Gupta. His arguments were very 
•trung, but on the whole what I understood from the speech was tbal 
be wanted a little more time lor tbe conaideration of tbe Bill, and be 
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wftot«d the Gavenunent to coaetilt apinion of thie House, at aay rate, 
the opinion of certain gentlemen who are anxious to eradicate, if not 
to stamp out, terrorism, so that some means may he found by which 
this can be done and 1 think that an opportunity is afforded us now and 
was afforded us when the Bill was sent to us and we were asked to send 
notices of any amendments that we might want to move. 

Ah regards the efficacy of the Bill, I am not certain or sure that 
this Bill or any other measure adopted by (iiovernment will be successful 
in effectively eradicating terrorism from this province very soon — it 
may be in the long run — but at the same time I realise that we, the 
people of tJiis country, who do not sympathise with the terrorist move- 
ment and who do not subscribe to the Congress creed, have not been 
able b) assert ourselves or to take any steps by which this anarchical 
movement ami the propaganda for terrorism can be stopped or eradicated. 
Having ourselves failed I would rather give the Government a long 
rope to try their own hand in the mutter. I’herefore I rise to support 
the Bill. Dr. Nnresh Chandra Sen Gupta is certainly right when he says 
that Government has no cause for complaint for want of co-operation, 
because co-operation was never given ns it was never asked for. 1 find 
in my long experience that unlike Simla and Delhi, Writers’ Building 
is shy of consultation and co-operation; they think that whatever they 
may sign is like the laws of the Medcs ami Persians, perfwt in itself 
and cannot he changed; and, therefore, Dr. Xaresli Cliundnt Sen Gupta 
is perfectly right when he says that what the Bengal (ioverument means 
by co-operation is not (‘o-of>eration hut help in their work. I am 
prepared, however reluctantly, to lend that help to (tovernment, not 
because 1 think that it should be given, hiit herause 1 have failed. I 
find that none of iny countrymen have taken any active steps to stop 
or to eradicate terrorism. 


&-45 p.in. 

There hii been a long talk aWit young students and young men and 
about the concern of their fathers and guardians. In this respect I 
have to say something to the House. How is it that in spite of the 
fort that the fathers condemn their deeds, in spite of the fact that the 
country condemns their atts as suicidal to its interests, our rising 
generations should be implicated in these anarehic^il crimes^ How is 
at that neither the fathers, nor the teachers, nor the guardians have been 
able to iHjwtroI the hoy»? This is due to the propaganda started by, I 
regret to say, a group of my own countrymen, which, though small in 
nimiber, is yet so well organised and so well fumisheif with funds that 
it has practically overshadowed every other organisation. This 
arganisation finds in the immature minds of the younger generation a 
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good Bold for engrafting their ideae, and they use these boys as thiir 
took to gain their ends. We have been told by one of tfce previons 
speakers, Babu Satish Chandra Hay Cnowdhiuy*, that democraev is the 
only remedy for eradicating terrorism and the terrorist movement, 
Hr. N. C. Sen Gupta in his learned speet‘h, to which we have lisienetl 
with attention and pleasure, has told us that terrorism is against 
democracy and has been cotideiune<l by deiiux'racy and even -democracy 
will not be able, as history tells us, to eradicate it. Sir, we are on the 
high road to democracy and in.stead of helping us to gain this object— 
if it is a desirable objei't — the niovenient is only impeding our path. 
You cannot expect that the authorities, I mean those who liave ike 
responsibility at the present moment of the Government of this ( ouutry, 
will hand over the administration to the terrorist gang unless tlu*re is 
an atmosphere which is calm and serene enough tor the inauguration of 
democracy,^ Hut that is another matter and does not come within the 
purview of the motion. This motion to circulate the Hill, if not a 
dilatory one, is simply meant to give more time for the consideration 
of the Bill. Dr. X. C. Sen Gupta’s motion in that it slnmld he 
circulated and that the replies should he received by the 2()tl» March 
next, that is to .say, within a month. My exiH^rience tells me that it is 
not possible to get authoritative opinion on any important <|uestjon like 
this by means of circulation within so short a period. Of (^mrse if my 
friend had suggf'sted that the consideration of the Hill be postponed for 
a week and that in the meantime he and others wotild meet the Govern- 
ment members and come to a satisfactory solution of the situation, I 
would have supported him. Hut circulutwm bir eliidting public opinion 
is no remedy. So far as public opinion is cojicerned, it is clear and 
positive, by which I mean that one section of the puhii«’ is entirely 
opposed to the passing of the Hill and another section absolutely 
supports the measure as it is. Then, Sir, as reganis public opinion, 
we can take it (hat with the ex<*ejition of this C'ongress group, whow* 
opinion on this matter is well known, the other interests are represented 
in this House, and their opinion can very well be expressed here without 
burdening the post office with these things. 

Then Sir, what I say is this that Government has been guilty — I 
might say criminally guilty — of neglect in the past. This terroriat 
movement started a few years ago. It has its hot lied in schools and 
coUegee and 1 say from p€*rsonal knowledge that In Guvertimetti 
inaiitutiotts and Government hostels national flags, of which the hon’ble 
members have heard so much, were hoisted and ohjeciiouable slogans 
and songs were openly sung and still Government treated these things 
as mere childish freaks. However, we are glad to flod that after bitter 
eotpevieiice Government has realised ibi^ the iime has come when 
has to be doae and, if necessary, drastic measttre# bare to be 
adopted for the purpose of eradicatiag this terrorist luovemeiit. 
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Wheth<*r the measuree adopted by Government are really necessary or 
whether they will prove Muccessful or not remain to be seen. That is 
for the future, but what I say is that Government has now taken up the 
matter seriously and I for one, with full concurrence of my Indian 
conscience— if not of European conscience — , would support it till I find 
that it has failed. It is no doubt true that up till now the ordinances 
or (he actions taken under the ordinances have not been able at all to 
eradicate or to stop anarchism or terrorism in the country, but it 
cannot be expected that a movement which has been so carefuUy 
nursed and which has filled the minds of immature youths for such a 
long time will be eradicated within so short a time. 


Tha Hofi*blt Mfi W« 0« R* PRENTICES I do not propose to follow 
the previous speakers by going into all the details dealt with in their 
speeches, but 1 propose to deal entirely with the <|ue.stion of circulation. 
The salient point is that (he Ordinance lapses on the 28th April, 1932. 
Government believe that it is absolutely necessary for the purpose of 
dealing with terrorism that the powers given by the Ordinance should 
continue. Therefore these powers must be given to Government Wore 
the 28th April. The first two resolutions for circulation propose that 
opinions should come by the 30th June and 30tli April, respectively, 
that is, after the Ordinance lapses, jpor this reason we must obviously 
oppose these resolutions. The other resolutions vary between the dates 
14th and 31st March. My friend Maulvi Abul Kasem has explained, 
and we all know, that whatever date we fix for sending opinions, the 
J^act is that we do not get them by that date. Supposing any of these 
resolutions were acceptetl, we would not get the opinions anywhere near 
the time fixed in the resolutions. What is the position then? The 
budget discussion starts on the 14th March and nothing else can be 
discussed up to the 31st March, and if this Bill is to be passetl before 
the 28th April, it means that we must sit some time iii April for 
discussing it. That will be one result if we acc*ept this motion for 
circulation; and ordinariG I do not think that that result will be 
acceptable to the meinl>ers of this House. But I would not oppose this 
motion if 1 thought that circulation was necessary. But personally I 
have no doubt that there is no need for that. In this Bill the main 
point at issue is whether legislation is to be enacte<] for maintaining 
the provisions of an ordinance. That ordinance has been before the 
province for almnt four months. We know very well what the public 
opinion ia, aa expressed in the press, regarding the terms of that 
ordinance. We also know from the speeches that have been made thi* 
afternoon what the feelings of the various members of this Council are. 
I do not think that anything will be added to our knowledge by 
circulating this Bill and I, therefore, oppose this amendment. 
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Iif« NARENOIIA KUMAR BAtUs Sir J riiste to support the motion 
for the circulation of the Bill and I shall gfi?e my reasons for so doing. 
My friend, Maulvi Abul Kasem, he of the double conscience, seems to 
think that public opinion has already been gauged smd so also does Mr» 
Prentioe. I submit that it is not so. The ordinance was a measure whioh 
was — I will not say enacted— promulgated by the Governor-General by 
his extraordinary powers and it was not for the public to criticise the 
legality or illegality of it. But this is a Bill which is sought to be 
passed with the assistance, if possible, of the members of the liCgislative 
Council, who are supposed to he representatives of the ppople, and, 
therefore, if a measure is to he passed with the sanction of the people, 
it is absolutely necessary . for the purpose of doing this, that the cor- 
re<^t state of public opinion should he ascertained. It is quite true that 
Government does not really want to ascertain public opinion either 
with the help of this Council or with the help of the outside public. 
They simply want to govern, and they have Ikhui trying to carry on 
the admiui.stration of the country without taking the Ia»gisiulive 
Cvouncil into confidence. We had the ('hittugt)ug outrages and the 
Hijli outrage. Members of this (^ouiH’il tried to help ami assist Govern- 
ment in gauging public opinion by calling an extraordinary im^eling 
of the Council. That proposal was turned down. Government did 
not think it necessary to take the public, through its representatives in 
the Council, into confidence when it passed its resolution on the Hijli 
matter, when it dec ided to suppress the report on the Chittagong out- 
rages, when it resolved to ask the Governoi -General to promulgate 
these ordinances. I think, Sir, that as a matter of fact, so far as law is 
concerned, the Bengal Government has ceased to fumtion. 

6 p.m. 

Rule by ordinances is not certainly the function of pft>p<*r Govern- 
ment. If it could do so long without the help of and without the 
assistance of the liCgislative Council and without gauging public' 
opinion, why should it now show this tender solicitude for the opinion 
of the Bengal legislative Council as distinct from the opinion of 
the public? If they do not want public opinion to be at their back, 
Govemment ought not to submit this Bill to the liegislati^e Council 
and thus attempt to gauge public opinion on this matter. As has been 
pointed out by the previous speakers, much harm would not be done by 
accepting some of these motions which want an expression of opinion 
even belore the I4ih March; and 1 think much harm wiU not be done 
if the Legislative Council has to sit for one or two days in April. If 
the Legislative Council site for one or two days, it might entail some 
6X]MDse, but I am quite sure that it will not be a thousandth part of 
the extra expmise that this ordinance will entail. 

[At 6-5 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
•t6^15p.m.] 
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Mr* NARiNOliA KUMAR RAtUs Anotlier argrnmfut the 

cimilation of the Bill for public opinion, M we have heard this afternoon, 
i8 that with terrori«in on the one hand and repreesioa on the other public 
opinion cannot be expressed. I submit, Sir, that this is one of the 
stronprest condemnations of the present administration that we have 
ever had. If really the Government has broujfht the country to such 
a pass that even on an important matter of lepri^lntion like the present 
one public opinion cannot venture to express itself as it would, there 
is no justification for its introducinf? the Bill for the consideration of 
the Council alone. To my mind, there is absolutely no reason why 
we should not seek to ascertain what the public opinion on the matter 
is. I, therefore, beg to support this amendment. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, in supportintr tlie proposal 
for circulation, I would beg to make one observation. Mnulvi Abul 
Knsein bus said that there are people wh(» arc definitely opposed to this 
lueasiire, and there are others who support this measure as it is; but, 
Sir, we have not got any opinion of a third section, if there is one, who 
will ask even for more drastic measures flmn this. Circulation is, 
therefore, necessary to ascertain whether there is such a section amongst 
the people or not. Another reason for supporting the motion for 
( irculation is tliat we are asked to support these measures so frequently 
that it is better to wait for measures which will exhaust the Govern- 
ment to ask for more and more. I think, therefore, that we should 
wait f(»r a Bill to he brought up later with more powers, as otherwise 
Government might think that the Bill is not enough to suppress terror- 
ism and come forward again and say that they are not satisfied with 
the legislation already passed. Therefore, Sir, I am in favour of 
circulation. 


Mr. d. N. CUPTAt Sir, although the Hon*hle the Horn? Member 
has already expressed the opinion that he is not prepared to accept 
any of the motions which require the circulation of the Bill for public 
opinion, I hope very juuch that he will still see his way to reconsider 
that opinion. One reason that has been assigned by the Hon’ble 
Member for his decision seems to me to be somewhat strange. He 
lias said that in case the Bill were circulated for public opinion, say 
by the 14tb af March, in order to discuss this Bill and to come to a 
final decision the Council will have to sit *n April. Surely, Sir, that 
is not a sufficient reason why an opportunity to express public opinion 
im much an important matter should be negatived. It may be that the 
Hon'ble Member and the other members of Government are amdona 
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0 hSTe (klcmtta for Darjeeling in the beginning of April ; but, coaai* 
lerat^na of that nature should not certainly be allowed to stand im 
he way. We have just heard Dr. Naresh Chandra San Gupta make 
^ great complaint, and 1 think he has a great deal of justice on his side, 
.e., that although Government have been complaining that they 
mve not received that amount of co-opt»ration which they expect from 
he people, they have not shown on what practical lines the people are 

0 co-operate. In a measure like this, if the Goveniiuent say that 
iiey must pass the Bill at oiu'e and that they are not prepared to 
onsider what opinion the public are going to express on the subject 
ind hear any further arguments in favour or against the Bill, I am 
iure there are many men who will think like Dr. Sen Gupta that the 
iovernment are not treating the people in that spirit of confidence 
nhich makes for real and honourable co-oi>eration on the part of the 
people. Sir, I have already voted in favotir of the (b)verninent that 
the Bill should be taken up, because I feel that after all they are the 
itovernment and they arc responsible for pieserving law and onler, 
matters which are of the highest importance specially at this juncture, 
and as long as they are in pow'er, it is our duty to support them. But 
iit the same time, Sir, I also feel that it is the duty of Government to 
respect public opinion and to show the consideration which they deserve. 
After all we are here as custodians of the people’s wishes in a representa- 
tive institution you have yourselves introduced. I appeal to the Home 
Member that us the Round Table Conference is now sitting. Govern- 
ment should vindicate the true Round Table spirit and take the public 
into their confidence. 1 appeal oro'e more to the Hon ble MemWr to 
reconsider whether either by giving time for the Bill to be I'onsidered 
by the public or by allowing the Bill to go to a Select Commitii'e or 
by any other gesture, he is prepare<l to show that Government do not 
wish to close the door against co-of>eration. W ith these few words 

1 would reijueat the Home Memlier to reconsider hi>* opinion and sea 
if he cannot see his way to ai'cept any of these motions. 


Klitll Bahailur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, 1 fed that 1 
owe it to mj'self as well a.s to some of us who are going to oppose the 
motion for circulation to make a statement giving the reasons for 
our action. It ia a painful duty, but nevertheless a duty whirh, we 
think, we muat discharge in an imporUnt matter like this. We have 
heard from the other aide many heated arguments why this Bill ahomld 
be cireulated, but, aa has been remarks! by the Hon'ble Member in 
okarge of the Bill, very few arguments have been shown in favour of 
the real matter at issue, rtr., the cinrulution of the Bill. It has been 
said bynny friead, Mr. Gupta, that Governm^ot will not lose anything 
by waiUng for some time more in order to elicit public opinion. I 
would Hka to kttow wbat he really means by public opinion. Thin k 
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not an Act which hna been sprung <ni the Council or on the people 
to>4ay without any notice or without any indication* Measures like 
this have been in existence for many years in Bengal and they have 
been discussed on the door of this House and outside in great detail. 
I do not think there can be anything new which the circulation of this 
Bill will elicit from the public. Moreover, Sir, as is always the case, 
what some members of the House call public opinion will always be 
the criticism of the Bill and not its support. If anybody supports the 
Bill, it will not be considered a public opinion. Therefore, I do not 
think the circulation of the Bill will at all lead to any good. My 
friend, Mr. P. Banerji, while supporting the motion has had a ding 
at us on this side of the House. He has given us an advice that we 
should not always follow the Government in season and out of season. 
We appreciate his advice, but at the same time I would like to return 
the compliment and give him the advice not to leave his responsibility 
behind when entering the House and to remind him that it is not 
always the right thing to act keeping the gallery in front of him. 
We are not here, Sir, to support Government always, but when we do 
feel that an Act is necessary for the preservation of peiice and ordiitv 
or we feel that an Act has to l)e supported on its merits, we support it 
irrespective of the fact whether Government likes it or not. With this in 
view we come to this House to discuss every matter according to its 
own merits. I urn not going to speak on the subject of terrorism; there 
is hardly anything left to speak, but I can tell my friends that it has 
been practically admitted by most of the speakers on that side of the 
House that terrorism does exist and that they feel that it is necessary 
to take some action to eradicate the evil. So far as I know, nobody 
has suggested what action should be taken if the ordinances are not 
continued. By the circulation of the Bill, they say, if it is delayed 
for some time, no harm will be done. If there was the slighest possibility 
of eliciting any information that has not been obtained, I for one 
would have supported this motion, but 1 am sure, no useful purpose 
will be served by sending this Bill for circulation; it will only mean 
delay and very great inconvenience to everybody. For these reasons 
I oppose the motion. 


Mniilvi ABDUS SAM AD: Sir, 1 have listened with rapt attention 
to several of the speeches both for and against the motion. Now one thing 
that has emerged out of the discussion is that in the <^inion of all this 
measure has never succeeded and is not likely to succeed in future in 
eradicating 4errorism. That is certainly our experience and the history 
of other countries also shows that repreasion instead of checking 
terrorism helps its growth. Now, w^t is Oovemmmit to do then? 
There are on^ two courses open, in my c^iiiiuon, to remedy this evil: 
either (Government must intr^uce full reefioiisihle and demooratie 
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CUmranieiit, or it must give up all pretence of granting such Govern- 
meal and revert to the old days of the East India Company (h«ar heari. 

6-80 p.m. 

Now, the Government is not to give us real and genuine 

democracy as believed by some of the honU>le members who have just 
spoken, because we know that the mouths of the people have been 
inuaaled, and we all know that Government is only dealiiig with the 
so-called co-operators who are helping the Government in ex^ery jxiesible 
way. So we can very easily conceive the type of denuKTucy which is 
going to be given to us. It is well known that there is no half-way 
house between autocracy and democracy, and for deruoi'racy to be real, 
it must be entire. Now that (iovernment is not in a posititm to give us 
a full measure of democracy, I would advise the Home Member to dn)p 
the present form of Governmerit and revert to mitoj'raey, and for that 
purpo.so I w’ould also suggest the closing down of all schools, colleges 
and luistels whirh one of tin* members described as the hrtH'ding ground 
of and anarcliy, and {oit into prison all the patriotic suns of 

the co\intiy. I would also advise him to levert to the old days (d‘ Com- 
pany rule, and govern the country with the syst'ins that prevailed in 
those <layh. Otherwise, adding repressive laws to repn^ssive laws i.s an 
insult to the House, and w ill produce no ginal whatever, iiiid it would I)© 
merely irritating. 


Mr. 4. CAMPBELL PORREITER: 1 move that the question lus 
now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was then put and agre<*<l to. 

Th? follow ing motions were then put and lost 

‘‘That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, H^32.** 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of tdiciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1932.“ 

“That the Bill be circulated for the punwoe of eliciting public 
opinion thereon before the 3 1st March, 1932.“ 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon liefore the 23th March, 1932.“ 

“That the Bill Ik‘ circulated for the pur|>osc of dinting public 
opinion thereon before the 20tb March, 1932.“ 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion ikemm by the 15th March, 1982.’* 
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The motion that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the 14th March , 1932, was then put and a 
division taken with the following result:— 


AYEt. 


AH, MtMtv) HatMfi. 

•aluli, Mtulvi Syad Maiitf. 
BaaarH. Mr. P. 

■aimarita, iaSii JiiMiaralal. 

•a»u, natoa ^atinSra Nath. 

■aM, Mr. Naramlra Kumar. 

AtH. Mr. a M. 

OHattar)M, Mr. 1. C. 

OhaiiAhurl, tabu KIthari Mahan. 
OhauShury, Maulvi Nural Abaar. 
Ohawahury, Maulvi Abdul Qhani. 
Paflullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 
OhaM, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Oupta, Mr. 4. N. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 


Haahamy, Maulvi lyad dalaludditi. 
Haqua, Kail Cmdadut. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Maakarjaa, Mr. tyamapradail. 

Paddar, tath Hunuman Praaad. 

Rai Mahaaai, Muaindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. thaati Shakhartaaiar. 

Ray Chawdhury, Rabu tatiah Chandra. 
Raut, Rabu Haaani. 

Ray, Rabu Haribanaa. 

Ray, Rabu tatyandra Nath, 
tamad, Maulvi Abdua. 

San Qupta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 

Siraar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 


NOEt. 


Armatrant, Mr. W. L. 

Austin, Mr. d. M. 

Ral, Rabu talit Kumar. 

Rat, Mr. Rarat Chandra. 

Rarma, Ral Sahib Panahanan. 

Rartlay, Mr. C. 

RaNr llddta, KMa UkD MaaivI Maliaa- 
•ai. 

RIrkmyra, Mr. N. 

Riandy. Mr. t. N. 

Rattamlay, Mr. 4. M. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Rahadur Maulvi All- 
muuaman. 

Ohaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, HaJI Radi Ahmad. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Cappinsar, -Majar^tonaral W. V. 

Oaapar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oain, Mr. R. R. 

Oat, Rai Rahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Ruaulli, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Karafui, tha Nan*bla Nawab K. Q. M^ Khan 
Rahadur. 

Pawaua, Mr. k. R. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. Campbali. 

Oansali, Rai Rahadur Suail Kumar. 

Ohaaa, tha Han'bia Sir R. R. 

Rhumavi, tha Han'bia AHiadJ Shr Abdal- 
karim. 

Rilahrtft, Mr. R. N. 

Duha, Rabu Prafuila Kumar. 

Ruba, Mr. P. N. 

Rumar, Mr. 0. W. 

M aRk y wi, Mr. YT. S. 

Haaa a in, Mautsi Muhamm ad . 

Nuaaahi, Maulvi tatalat. 

Kaaam, MaiHvi Abuk 


Karr, Mr. W. d. 

Khan, Maulvi Amin-ux-Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaizam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamicuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Matuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han’bia Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mamin, Khan Rahadur Muhammad AbduL 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Multiak, Mr. Mukunda Rahary. 

Nap, Ravarand R. A. 

Handy, Mahara}a Srit Chandra, at Kaaim- 
bazar. 

Naiimuddin, tha Han'bia Mr. Khwaja. 
Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Ordiah, Mr. d. 1. 

Ormand, Mr. S. C. 

Philpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bia Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rabaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Rabu Amtdyadban. 

Ray, Rabu Na pa n d ra Narayan. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raat. Mr. d. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaawar Sinph. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kuumr. 

Ray, iba Han'bia Mr. Rljay Praaad Sinfb. 
Sahana, Rabu Salya KInkar. 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarhar, Rai SaMb Rabat} Maban. 
Suhraaardy, Mr. N. S. 

Wilkinaaa, Mr. H. R. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 29 anti the Noes 68, the motion wip loti. 
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6-45 p.m. 

Mauivi SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I Wg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be referred to u Seleet Committee 
consiating of the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Political IVpartment, 
Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen (hipta, Mr. Xnnmdra 
Kumar Basu. Babu Jatindra Nath Baj«u, Bahu Jitendralal Bannerjee, 
Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar, m., Mr. Shanti Sliekharenwar Bay, Mauivi 
Haanan Ali, Mauivi Abdus Samad and myself with inatruetiona to 
submit their report before the lOth of March, 11132. and that the numlier 
of members whose presence shall be ne< essary to <'onstitute a ipiorum 
shall be seven. 

Sir, in moving my amendment, we once more open the door of 
negotiation with the ILm'ble Member, and I think this time the HoiChle 
Member in charge of the Bill will have no valid objection in referring 
the Bill to a Select Committee tlie perjwinnel of which lias been selected 
after careiul consideration. 1 have taken representative members from 
all groups of this House and I am sure all sections and all grotips. in 
ta<t, all members (d this Ibmse, will agree to my motion to refer tlie 
Bill to a Sele< t Committee. 

Mft PRESIDENT: I may make a HiiggcHtion at this Hlage. 
Members who have given notice of all these ameiulmcnts can, of course, 
as a matter of right, move them. Bui if tlM‘y and the House desire to 
save time, 1 may liist put oul\ the first pait ot tlie atueiidmeiit which 
has just been moved to .see if the House is at all prepared to refer the 
the Bill to a Selec t (’ouimittee. If that is not thrown out, I shall then 
take up the second parts of all the other aniendiiieiils but not otherwise. 
It is no good wasting time over the question of the persimnel of tho 
committee without knowing that the House is going to form a committee. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: We all agree to your 
suggestion. 

Miulvi BYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Sir, I formally move 
that the Bill be referred to a Select ('oraiiiittee. 

Mauivi TAMIIUODIN KHAN: In view of the obaervationa juat 
made by you, will you kindly allow some of us to move abort-notioa 
amendmenta for adding tertain names provided the motion for referring 
the Bill to a Select Committee is imasedl^ 

Mr. PRiilOENT: I will consider your request at the right 
momeut. That question does not arise now» 
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Mlttivi TAmiUOOIH KHAN! If you give ns your ruling now, 
we shall decide whether the Bill should at all go to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PREtIDKNT: The only question which is now before the 
House is whether the Bill should be referred to a Select Committee or 
not. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to support the motion 
and I hope Mr. Prentice will have no difficulty to accept it. If one 
glaiK^eH at the list of amendments to the Bill, one will be surprised that 
BO many amendmentM could be sent in bo short a time. I must confess 
that perHoually speaking I had absolutely no time to devote to this 
matter. Then you will see that the Bill had been drafted in such a 
hurry that even Mr. Prenti(*e had to table a motion for amendment. 
That shows that even though no circulation of the Bill was thought to 
be ruM csHary in order to elicit public opinion because the tenns of the 
Bill have been liefore the country since October last, Mr. Prentice’s 
Bill was drafted in a hurry and it has required amendment even at the 
hands of Mr. Prentice himself. Then, Sir, there are certain other 
amendments which go to collect the language of tlie Bill in (‘ertain 
respectii. Speakinir as a lawyer, althougli I am not giving my con- 
sidered opinion on the [mint, 1 submit that the language of sub-clause 
(i) of clause (1^) of the Bill is one that evidently requires readjustment 
before it can be explained before a court of law. I know that the 
provisions of this Bill are not likely to come before a court of law, but 
as a legislative body it is our duty to see to it that the tenns are obsolutely 
clear. Then, Sir, there are certain additions made to clauses (J) and 0 ) 
of the Bill and it is necessary that they should be fully considered outside 
the Council in a ccwiler atmosphere. Sebn^t Committee would probably 
find that the language of some sections does require amendment for 
bringing out what (Government want and what is thought to be nw'essary 
by the representatives of the people, and much time will not be lost in 
cotisideriug these six or seven .sections in the Select Committee. I think 
there is much to be said ;ii favour of referring the Bill to a Select 
Committee. 

RlllU SATYENDRA NATH ROY: In supporting this motion for 
referring the Bill to a Select Committee, I would only remind the 
mamberi what the llou’ble Mr. Prentice just now said when opposing 
the motion for circulation. He said that though we might fix the 14th 
of March aa the laet date for receiving opinions, opinions would come 
in by the 31st of March at the earlieet and so there would not be any 
time for going on with the (^iisideration of the Bill. But in this case, 
when a definite lime for a Sele« t Committee is fixed, there cannot 
possibly be any delay because the members will be bound to finish thair 
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woirl and submit their report in time, and then there will be ample time 
for the Council to consider and pass the Bill either before the budget 
diecumibn commences or after the budget dieeuanioti. My argument for 
supporting the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee it 
quite reasonable, because I want the Select Committee to submit their 
report, say, by the 10th of March, 19*12, in which case there would be 
ample time left for the Bill being considered and passed. 

Dn NAREiH OHANDRA SEN GURTA: I Hup)M)rt this motion for 
reference to a Select Committee. It will be noticed that the Hon'ble 
Member in introdiuing the Bill has not given us all the information 
that ought to have l>een given to the members of the (’ouncil before they 
could pronounce their <»pinion on the clauses of the Bill. The ordinance 
ujH»n which one part of the Bill is based has been in operation for aKiut 
four mouths. The Hon’ble Member has not told us what has been the 
experience of the (foverument in the Hdmini.HtrAtioii (»f that ordinance. 
W'e are not in the know so fur us the inside working of the (b»vernment 
is concerned. We have all known from oiit.^ide us to how the ordinances 
are being administered, what ditticulties they have encounteriMl, what 
troubles they have ruined, and what may be anticipated in consequenca 
of re-enacting tliose orilinances. 1 wi^h we might discuss the matter 
with the Hon’ble Member and he might tuiiiish us with information 
relating to its w'orking — information which he may not be quite willing 
to place before us in the publicity of this (’ouncil. It a Select Committea 
is ap}>ointed, lie can place all that informiition before the members of 
that committee and satisfy them upon materials which he cannot placo 
Wfore UK that the clauses he has dnrfted are clauses which should bo 
retained. It is just possible that when we have the full knowledge of 
the other side of the question, we might be able to alter our opinion 
with regard to the clauses of the Bill. 

Then, again, there are certain other things to be considered. As I 
have pointed out in connection with a previous motion, the Bill wa* 
drafted before the latest outrage. Since then the position has Irecome 
a litUe changed, in this way that the confidence which the ptnjjde would 
have had in the Bill if the outrage hud not occurred has Wen considerably 
ahakeu. Possibly the HonTile Mr. Prentice will l>e able to satisfy u« 
that it was not the fault of the ordiimmes but of mnnething else or 
somebody else. Possibly it mi^tlit IwHome feasible to amend the Bill 
in such a manner as to give more effec tive powers. I do not anticipate 
that it would be so, but I would make every allowance far the Govern* 
meniond concede for the purjKises of my argument that they have got a 
very strong case. In that case let them come and prove the same liefora 
the Select Committee, 

Then, Sir, there are other considerations. Already Mr. Prentice hai 
told na that there have been some conversations — 1 am not particular 



about the word* he unes-there ha* been some converMtaon about making 
the Hill permanent. Well, if that i» *o, then I think the matter may be 
threehed out without waiting. If the Gorernment i* satisfied, it can as 
well satisfy the Select Committee that the BiU ought to be made 
permanent. Beftides, when the question of enacting thia measure arises, 
we have also got to consider the fact that this measure has not been 
found adequate to tackle with all the troubles and all the difficulties and 
for that reason the Government of India had to enact some other 
ordinances. It might be worth considering how far some other 
provisions of those ordinances might not be incorporated in this Bill. 

7 p.m. 

It might he worth while considering how far some of the provinions 
of these ordinances might be incorporated in one measure, so that we 
might have a Bill with the fullest complement of repressive armoury 
at the disposal of Government, without their having to take the trouble 
to come before the Council, even this Council, again. It is, therefore, 
best that the drafting of the Bill at any rate should he considered in 
Select Committee. Of <;ourse I am not sure that Mr. Prentice will not 
my that it is wholly unnecessary. Being an author myself I know the 
partiality authors feel for their ow^n productions and I am sure Mr. 
Prentiie will prolmhly feel very proud of his own production. But at 
the same time there are others who may not share this opinion and it is 
always of uflvantage to listen to wdiat people outside have got to say 
«ven in regard to our own productions. I know this from my own 
exjierience and on these grounds, Sir, I support this reference motion. 

tabu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 beg to supixirt 
the motion for reference to Select Coiniiiittee, and I do so on 
one practiml ground. 1 find that some of my amendments whirh I 
consider to be very essential require the sanction of the Governor-General 
and that sanction has not yet been received. If the Bill were referred 
to a Sele<‘t ('oininittee, by (hat time sanction might arrive and those 
amendments, those essential amendments, might get a chance of being 
considered. F am sure, Sir, that if these two amendments are 
dispassionately considered, even the Hon 'hie Mr. Prentice would accept 
them. 

Tht HofPbIt Mr. W. D. R. RRENTIGE: It is not pride of 
authorship that prevents me from sending this Bill to the Select 
Committee. For it is the duty of the Ijegislative Department to frame 
Bills according to the iustnictions which it receives and I am not respon- 
aible for the Mdual drafting of the Bill. So there is no pride of 
authorship involved here. But to get back to the question of Select 
Committee, the Government view is that a Select Committee is 



tiiiitcesflary ; the Bill is a very short oae and its provisions are perfectly 
plain- There is nothing complicated; even the section, to which Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu has referred, we have worked for four months 
and I may say we have no difficulty in deciding what it means. There 
is no real complication that makes it desirable to send the Bill to a Select 
Committee for detailed examination. I admit that tlie prospect in one 
sense is attractive as Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta says he will make 
the Bill stronger, hut I am afraid the result of his hondiwork will he 
otherwise. 

The other point for the consideration of the Council is, as I have 
pointed out already in conne< tion with the motion for circulation, that 
any delay in this matter means additional sittings for this House. If 
the motion for reference to the Select Committee is (Virried and a report is 
submitted by the 10th March, it has got to be printed, it has got to be 
circulated inviting amendments and it mnuot be taken up until the 
beginning of April, because the budget discussion begins on the 14th 
March and lasts till the ‘list. AVe do not think that in these circuiu* 
stances it is to the advantage of the ('ouncil to send this Bill to a Select 
Committee for (‘onsideration, and we do not think that the provisions of 
the Bill are so compli(*ated ns to make it desirable to refer it to u Select 
Committee, (iovernmeiit, therefore, oppose the motion. 

Bibu BATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: My contention 
is that some of my amendments are essential and will be a<*cepted if they 
receive the sanction oi the (fovernor-General, but they are thrown out 
on the ground that the CJoveinor-Generars sunrtion bus not been 
received. 

Tha HOffl*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There are only two 
amendments of yours that retpiire the sanction of the (iovcrnur-tfeneral. 
AiV’e have wired for that and \\v expe<'t to receive the sanction before the 
amendments come up for consideration. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I have listened with rare 
to the speecdi of the Hon’ble Member, but I did not find in it a singlo 
hint that he was going to ai-cede to the \'ery reasonable appeal made by 
Mr. K. Basu. Sir, the Hon’ble Member has made out no case for 
rushing on with this legislation. He has even now got the ordinance* 
to work u{>on and in the absence of such an Act as is (*011 tern plated, he 
can well go on with his task of preservation of law and order for a few 
months more. 

There is another point : I do not see why in this case we should not 
follow the normal procedure tliat is usually followed in con Meet Jott- with 
legislation in this country. First, there is the stage of circulation, then 
there is the Select Committee stage and thirdly, the consideration stage. 
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Thin iSf Bit, usual in iHe case of almost every piece of le^r^slatioB. Tlie 
Bon'ble Mr. Preafiee has said that he is already in posseseioa of the 
necessary public opinion and that he has no need for further opinion to 
1)6 elicited by circulation. But then why does he not follow the next 
stage, the Select Committee stage F In that case, Government say, the 
House will be inconvenienced. May I ask, Sir, wbat Mr. Prentice was 
doing all these days F Why did he not bring forward this bill at an earlier 
date and give us an opportunity of going through the very necessary 
procedure of the Select CominitteeF After all it comes to this, that ail 
his arguments are not put forward to convince us or to change our opinion, 
but it is a deliberate insult to the House to bring such legislation before 
us and ask the sanction of the House without giving it time to consider it 
properly, at least without going through the normal pro<edure. 

The niDtion that the Bill lie referrinl to a Select Committee was then 
put and a division taken with the following result r — 


AYES. 


All, Msuivi Mumm. 

—UK Maulvi SysS Maiid. 
iansrli, Mr. P. 

•anfMrjM, aibti dItsiiSralal. 

■mu, ■•Su dttifidra Nath. 

■atu, Mr. NarsfiSra Kumar. 

•aaa, Mr. t. M. 

OliattariM, Mr. S. C. 
oaaudSurl. taSu KitSarl Masan. 

Olmudiiiiri, Khan Sahadur Maulvl All* 
mustaman. 

Okaudhury, Maulvi Mural AbMr. 
Gkaardhury, Maulvi Abdul Qbani. 
Sailullab, Maulvi Mubammad. 

■iMta, Or. Amulya Mataa. 

■upta, Mr. 4, N. 


I Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hathtmy, Maulvt Sysd dalaluddia. 

; Haqut, Kati Smdadul. 

Haiaaiii, Maulvi Mubammad. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

MaakariM, Mr. tyamapraaad. 

RadSar, Satb NunuiMn Rratad. 

Ral MahaMi, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Sbanti tbtkliaratarar. 

Ray Obavrdbury, Sabu Satiab Cbaadra. 
Raut, Sabu Hatani. 

Ray, Sabu Haribania. 

Ray, Sabu Satyandra Nath. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdua. 

San OuRta, Dr. Narvah Cbandra. 

•iraar, Or. Sir Nllratan. 


NOES. 


Armatraasi Mr. w. l. 

AmlK Mr. 4. M. 

■ai, tabu UMl Kumar. 

Oat, Mr. Sarat ObMra. 
iar ma, Mai Sablb RanabaiMm. 

■artlay. Mr. C. 

■aa'r Oddbi, Kbaa lakis MaaM Mabaa- 
mad. 

Mrbmyra, Mr, M. 

■laiidy, Mr. i. N. 

■a ttam l ay, Mr. A M. 

ObaudbuH, Maulvi tyad Oamaa NaiSar. 
Obawdbury, Haji Sadi Abmad. 
oabsm Mr. o, a 
O apobisar, Ma l ar ^f u a r ai w. v. 


Parapui, tM Ha«*bla Nawab K. 0. H, Kbaa 

Babadur. 

Ravaiit, Mr. L. R. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

•ansaii, Mai babadur Suall KuiMr. 

■baaa, tba Haii*bia Sir b. b. 

Obumavi, iba Nan'bla AlbadI Sir Abial- 
barim. 

•ilabiiai, Mr. R. N. 

Ouba, Sabu Rrafulla Kumar. 

•iMia, Hr. R. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Nibua, Kbaa babadur Maulvi Aiiaul. 
Nabbyaa, Hr. W. i. 

Muaaaia, Maulvi Latatat 
Kaaam, Mautvi Abut. 


Karr, Mr. W. A 
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IIWIV tiM Htn'Mt A. 
HiHir, Mr. C. C, 


■MliMipaitafa, Itai taAHi terat CiuuMra. 
rnmmK «r. MviiwMt mmutv. 

Nog, mw mi i ••A. 

IMMlAy, M«IHU<A|« SH* OASIlirt, 9t 


tut Mr. Kliinja. 

NMiin, Mr. H. A. 

OrAIMl, Mr. J. I. 

O r im i M « Mr. I. C. 
fkillMt. Mr. H. 0. V. 


AfWtiMb m NMi'Mt Mr. W. 0. A. 
AaliMM, Mr. A* 

AalwWiS Ma. A.A. 

AaliMM, Mr. A. r. M. AMw^ 


i«a 


Aaf, AaAtt Mimwira Narayaii. 

Aay OtauiAwi, Mr. A. 0. 

Aaub Mr* 4. 

Aay, Mr. tallMwar iiiitli. 

Aay, Mr. terat Kuaiar, 

Aay, tlM Nmi'M# Mr. Ailty Aratai tlafli. 
•aaaiw, AaAu talya Klakar. 

•arkar, Sir iatfuaath. 

•aratr, Aai takib Atbali Maliaa. 
•ulirairardy. Mr. H* i. 

WilkiRMn, Mr. H. A. 


Tlie Ayes beinp: 31 and the Noes 06. the motion was lost. 


AdJOUfUflMAt. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 24th 
February, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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FrMMCiiimi flf th* Bifigil LtgitlatiYt Couneii ■wniiilii uuim tN 
imvitioiii of tho C o Y o rnm on t of iHdit Aot 

Thk Council m«t in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 24th February, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Frosoiit: 

Mr. PrcHident (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
CiiAUDiiUHi. KT., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 105 nominated 
and elected members. 


Point of order. 

Bobu illTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: May I rise on a point of 
order, Sir? Before you take up the consideration of the Bill may I 
draw your attention to sections 59 and 60 of the Rules and Standinjf 
Orders. Rule 60 (/) says “any member who wishes to move an 
amendment to any Bill under the consideration of the Council shall 
•end written notice thereof to the Secretary so as to reach him at least 
10 days before the first day on which the Bill is to be taken into 
consideration by the Council.” In this imrticular case the period of 
10 days has not elapsed as we received notice of the Bill on the 15th 
•o the amendments cannot be taken into consideration. The clear 
implicaiioii of the lun^ua^e of tlie section is that a period of 10 days 
must elapse between otir receipt of the Bill and the date when the 
discussion of the amen<lments coimnences. May I inquire whether it 
is within the iiower of the President to shorten the statutory i>eriodP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My intenuetation of the rule is this and it is 
a very simple one. The rule demands ten days’ notice; but, the 
President can accept short-notice amendments. In this particular 
case, the President decided to a<‘cept amendments at shorter notice, and 
a date for that puriwse was specified by him, I think there can be no 
complaint of hardship, more so, as the Bill was handed over to them 
in time. The rule prevents a member from insisting upon an amend- 
ment being ao^pted unless he is able to give clear 10 days’ notice; but 
it does not prevent the President from accepting short-notice amend- 
ments. 
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BliMi 4ITBIIORALAL BANNERJCE* I do not complain of any 
hiirdakip, peracmal or otherwise. Everybody wab notiM in proper 
time and we had ample opportunity of submitting our noticed of 
amendment. But my point is, not that there was any difficulty a« 
regards sending notice but whether the Pr©«ident has the power to 
shorten a statutory period which is laid down in the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you make a mistake. The nil© does not 
say that a period of 10 days must intervene between the receipt of the 
Bill and the notices of amendment. 

BalHI dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE* If there was u (>erio<i of 
three weeks, then of course this might he allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then why do you say that 10 days must elapse P 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: The }>oint is that notices of 
amendments shall be sent at least 10 days before the consideration of 
the Bill. Of course, you can, at your disiTetion, allow us to send amend- 
ments at shorter notice. But would you shorten the ininimuiu periml 
which seems to he fixed hy the rules, at least hy imputation. The 
proper reading of the secti(»n, I submit, is that a period of 10 days must 
intervene between the two dates. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is obligatory to give 10 day**' notice but 
when that period is reduced or shortened hy the President there cannot 
he any hardship, other things being e(|ual. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tiff Btiigai Criminal Law Amaiiflmant Bili, 1S32. 

[The discussion on the alxive Bill was then resumed. ] 

The motion that the Bengal fViminal Law Amendment Hill, 19d2, 
be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

(lause /. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill 

Babtt SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that in clauae 1, 
line 2, after the figures '*1932” the following W added, namely: — 

“and ahall remain in force for a period of one year after the paming 

of this Act.** 
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Sir, 1 ittlmii to the Hotiie that after the eittiaiir of the Ronnd Table 
CoafereiK'e for two sooceMiTe jeare and when the Franehiee Ck>Biniittee 
and the Federal Structure Committee are working to draw up the details 
of the new constitution and when His Excellency the Viceroy is also 
presiding over another Committee, is this the time when this repressive 
legislation — this Ordinance-Should be on the statute book for more than 
a year? Had we not enough of these repressive measures and is it not 
our experience that they have failed If Government is at all anxious 
to continue this Ordinance the life of such enactment should not 
continue for more than a year. Unless these repressive measures cease, 
there is no chance of the people co-operating and the reforms becoming 
succ4aisful. It is openly said that the British Government at Home may 
be anxious to give something in the shape of constitutional advance* 
inent, but the administrators here in India would see that they are made 
futile and impotent. Measures such as the present Bill strongly support 
that opinion. The present Treasury Bench would cease to exist, but 
would they leave all their weapons of oppression behind as permanent 
meusurest' I appeal to ray friends of the Moslem group that if they 
really want to see the reforms successful and a new constitution in- 
augiirate<l with as less friction as possible, they should see that these 
repressive laws do not remain on the statute hook for more than a year. 
I heard ray friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin speaking yesterday in 
opposing the motion for eireulation that members should not play to the 
gfillcry and shouhi have a feeling of responsibility. I would remind 
him also that we are not here as administrators and that ’we the elected 
members have a duty to perform towards our electors and that we 
come here and occupy our seats for performance of such duty. I have 
not much hope about the nomiiiute<l members as they have always to 
look up to the Treasury Bench for small concessions and favours. My 
friends of the European group should also uvi in a more sympathetic 
way and not blindly follow the (lovernmeiit in keeping this repressive 
law o!i the statute hook for more than a year. 


3-15 p.m. 

Mr. iYAMAFROSAD MOOKERdEE: I beg to move that to 
clause I the following words he added, nniuelv : — 

“and shall (‘ontinue in fori'e for one year from the date of it« 
commencement.*' 

In rising to move this amendment I would assure the Hon'ble 
Member, as aafurances have l»een given a numlier of times by members 
on this side of the, House, that we fully realise the gravity of the 
present situation. We realise the existence of the terrorists and wo 
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tkat tkftir actiTities are injariMu to tke bait iateraate of oar 
aMllliariaiid. But, Sir, the point on which we diaairrae is that the 
pt^isione of the Biil will result in coping with the pieaent situation. 
Sir, as was pointed out yesterday by several members speaking from 
this side of the House, the history of repressive legislstion in this 
country gives the lie direct to the proposition tliat repressive measures 
can do away witli terrorist organisations. 8ir, the fact remaina that 
these measures are inadequate — these measures are altogether inappro- 
priate to cope with this menace. What then is the com lusion at which 
we arrived I heard the Ilon'ble Mr. Prentice saying yesterday in con- 
nection with Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Ouptn\s amendment asking the 
House to refer the Bill to a Select ('ommittee that tlve pro}K>sal apfteareii 
to the Home Member to be a tempting one inasmuch as the Bill might 
come back from the Select Committee with even more rigonms provi- 
sions than those already contained therein. I know, Sir, that is 

regarded by men like Mr. Prentice us the one available remedy ; they 
know only repression ami more repres.sion. But. Sir, ther«* may be 
another w^y of looking at the problem and that is to go into the ivwt 
of the question and invite full public co-operation. Sir, just as a 
drowning man catches at a straw to save himself, ae find (rovernmeni 
catching at one Ordinance after another, at one repressive measure 
after another. The bout is, however, sinking slowly but steadily. I 
could not agret^ with Mr. Abul Kasem, my friend, with a double 
coiiscieiHe, when he said yesterday that the remedy was to give (iov- 
ernment a long rope. He very discreetly did not continue this line 
of argument and say that the ultimate end would lw» to let the Oovern- 
ment go and hung itself by that long rojH*. l^et me ask in all 
seriousness, if we go on with the present |Kilicv, where shall we he 
landed y That is an aspect which I would seriously ask Mr. Prentice 
to consider. The time is, {perhaps, drawing near when Mr. Prentice 
would leave Bengal and what is the legac*y he would leave behind himy 
It would W nothing but a memory of widespread repression, of an era 
of bitterness and hatred. Sir, instead of Ibis, would it not W much 
better if (Government really went into the questions which were at 
the root of the terrorist organ isati on s^ It is not possible for any one to 
sugge.st remedies straight off, but the reason why we are suggesting 
tlmt the Bill may be passed for one year for the time being is two-fold. 
In the first jilace. Sir, we feel that by making this gesture (iovern- 
ttumt would res|K)nd to public opinion. Yesterday I watched with 
interest Mr. Prentice referring to public opinion and quoting extracts 
from newspapers. But if he is really anxious to placate public opinion, 
he should make this gesture and ac{;ept the amendment which will not 
harm (Government in any way. All that it will mean is that if in future 
Government feel that such an Act should be continue<l, they may ask for 
a fresh lease of its life. I know it may W said that there will be 
difficulties, because the parent Act had been passed for a period of five 
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yearn ; but these are quentions which can easily be settled if Government 
really want to make this gesture. If it is decided to drop this amending 
Act, and we all hope that may be the case in the near future, Government 
may well at cept this amendment. In that case if the parent Bill is to 
be kept alive, Government may easily introduce another amending Bill 
omitting the provisions which are sought to be passed to-day and replac- 
ing the old provisions of the 1930 Amendment Act. These are 
questions of detail which could easily be worked out if Government 
really wanted to make this gesture. It has been said times without 
iiuml)er that all groups represented in this House are against such 
repressive legislation. I do believe that that is so. Now, if that is 
the real state of feeling of the Government, why not say that this is 
a matter of temporary character which it is felt must be on the statute 
book for the time being. Let it be there for one year and let us hope 
that after one year it may not be necessary to re-enact it. Then, Sir, 
there is another reason why my amendment should be accepted and that 
really follows from the first reason. I feel, Sir, in the meantime a 
sincere and honest effort should be made by Government to go into 
the question of remedying terrorism not by terrorising the people, not 
by passing repressive measures, but by doing something else. I shall 
not say that something else is only the grant of 8elf-g(»vernnient ; we 
have said that a number of times and I am not going to rejw‘at it to-day 
— I would rather say that an attempt, an honest attempt, should he 
made to H(dve the <|uestion of unemployment amongst the hhadmlok 
middle-class young men oi Bengal. 1 think that is a direction in which 
Government may usefully move. Some very interesting suggestions 
on this (juestion were made by a member of this House, with whom we 
on this side of the House do not always agree, I mean our friend Mr. P. 
N. Guha, In tlie budget for the coming year there is a provision of 
Hs. 33,(K),0(K) whi('h will l>e necessary to meet expenditure on police and 
jails in order to cope with the present political situation. If you 
spend half of that sum towards the solution of the question of unemploy- 
ment in this province, that will be eradicating terrorism in a very 
effective manner. We passed the State Aid to Industries Bill some 
months Ago. That was all right so far as the Bill went, but we have 
never heard of it since and we will not hear of it until some years 
elapse and a future Minister would want to pass some other Bill and 
would refer to this as jmrt of historical development. That is one 
direction, Sir, in which I would ask the Government to move. The 
last thing I would say is that if Mr. Prentice is really anxious to have 
solid public opinion Itehind him in the solution of this very difficult 
pit»biem, he ought to take c'ourage in both hands and make the Bengal 
Government take steps to depute that great Indian leader who it now 
in the Yeravada Jail to-«lay, more than whom nobody else commanda 
the confidence aftd respect of a larger number of Indians in this 
country, whatever may be the views of Mr. Prentice or of hit advitert, 
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qH# whose sincerity and honesty no one can question, one who hat 
cittioised and condemned these outrafi^ even in more violent laiiiFuaife 
tht& Mr, Prentice can think of, to depute him and ask for his services 
to lead a systematic campaig'n to stamp out the evil from this province 
and also from the other sister provinces. Sir, Mr. Prentice may say 
that it is not his job. I do not know whose job it is; but if you really 
mean to placate public opinion, you will have to adjust your action 
according to public demand and not continue to jro u^minst it for all 
time to come. 

Sir, I hope the llon’ble Mr. Prentice will seriously consider whether 
he cannot accept this amendment for it will not harm anybody; on 
the other hand, the act of acceptance will be genuinely appreciated 
by the entire public of Benf^al. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Sir, we have ^ot into a thorou^rhly 
vicious circle. On (lie one han<l. the people of the country do not trust 
tlie reserved side of the (lovernment, while, on the other, the reserved 
side of the Government do not trust the people of the (‘ountry. The 
result is that tliey are jjoinjr for each other. Great Hrituin has definitely 
pnunised us provincial autonomy. In the nonim) course of thinffs the 
two sides of the House should he co-operntin|f with a view to jneparinjf 
the province for the due discharge of the respimsihilities which would 
soon devolve on it. Instea<l of doinjif that we are spending ourselves 
in a futile antagonism. Now, Sir, I think it is hardly fair to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice, or anyhody else in his place whether he h<v 
an Indian or an Eni^lishinan, as loiif? as he is in the position of not 
beinjf responsible to the House and to the ptuiple. Well, he cannot 
but do what he does with the aid of his official supjmrters. I am sorry, 
Sir, for his official supporters, as they have irot to vote to order and 
also for those non-official members of this House, that is to say, the 
non-official European and nominated members, as also a ^food many of 
our Muhammadan friends, who find themselves compelled to vote for 
Government. The difficulty is that w'e cannot entrust the Hon^blo 
Mr. Prentice with such lar^e powers, as lotiif as we (uinnot hold him 
to an account for the exercise of those |Kiwers. 1 think the flou*M* truly 
appreciates and iinderstaiids that position. Yet, only the other day, 
to my infinite surprise, the House turned down my proposal, when I 
sufrgested that all the portfolios of Government, with the extjeptioii of 
the blessed “Forests,” ought at once to W transferred to popular 
Ministers responsible to the House. That proposal was talked out 
because of the eloquent sj;>eeches from the Rev. B, A. Nag and a 
number of other gentlemen who sprang up to my right and to my left 
and divided the Council on the question. Government, however, had 
stated that they would not vote on this question— 
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Riftriiirf Bt A. MACS Sir, iDa 3 r 1 riae to inquire if this is at all 
relevant to the subject under dlscuMionf 

Mr. B. 0. GHATTBII4BB: May 1 inquire which portion of my 
speech Rev. Nag in referring tof If he is referring to my allnsioti 
to his speech on the last date, then he is perhaps right, as the whole 
of his speech the other day was irrelevant. 

Rererend B. A. NAG: I rise again to ask if this is at all relevant 
m that the question may be decided at once. 

Mr. PRESIDBNT: You must allow a member certain latitude to 
develop his arguments in liis own way. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: I may say that he seems to be imagining 
himself a Crusader pursuing a Saracen who will not be satisfied till 
he has killed the latter, like a true Christian. Now, Sir, we must not 
go on indulging in mere criticism of the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice. We 
must know’ our own minds and settle what we should do. The only 
way in which you cun secure popular support for a measure like this 
is by introducing pnivincial autonomy and thereby making the 
Minister in charge of the portfolio of public security resjwnsible, there is 
no other way. My friend Mr. Mookerjee has suggested that a solution 
of the unemployment problem would remedy the evil of terrorism. 
As a nile, I agree with Mr. Mookerjee in this House. But I must 
point out, Sir, that it is a well-know’n fact that many of these hoys who 
take jnirt in the revolutionary movement come from respe<'tahle and 
well-to-do families. So, it is not poverty, 1 am afraid, which inclines 
them towards terrorism. In the second place, Mr. Mookerjee has 
made the suggestion that Mr. (landhi should lead a campaign against 
terrorism, but Mr. Mookerjee should remember that the.se young men 
would never listen to Mr, (landhi. 


{]-d() p.m. 

The only way in which you can bring them to reason is the way 
I have suggesttMl. Supiwise my friend Mr. Mookerjee were the 
Minister in charge of the jKirtfolio of law and order, and he gave an 
order to Mr, Colson which Mr. Colson carried out, but which antagonised 
the members of the revolutionary party — well, then I think there would 
be a chance of these revolutionaries saying that after all it was not 
Mr. Colsoirs fault, and that he could not be held responsible for 
carrying out an order given him by Mr. Mookerjee. The English 
ofKcers of ^be Crown would lieeome immune from the attacks with 
which we are now so tragically familiar. The ultimate question of 
whether these gentlemen will give up the movement or not, even under 
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cucoiiistitiiOM, it a difficult one to prediot nbout; that matter 
ifBiaiBS to be seen ; although my honest opinion is that the miracle, the 
mijacttloiis sight, of a Bengalee Minister, tay, like Mr. Mookerjee 
being in charge of the portfolio of law and order, and being responsible 
to this Council would act as a moral solvent of the problem . 

Mr. PREtIDENT: I am sorry to interrupt you, I think the 
principle of this Bill has been accepted by this House, and the motions 
for circulation and reference to a Select Committee have been disposed 
of. What we are now concerned with is what should W the duration 
of the life of this Act, that is to say, how long should it be on the 
Statute Book. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTER4EE: Very well, Sir. I was only trying to 
show the House the futility of making speeches on tiicse amendments, 
and the equal futility of trying to convince Mr. Prentice. 1 am trying 
to get the House to reconsider the suggestion of the transfer of the 
portfolio of law and order. Instead of talking here, let us send a 
joint address to His Excelleni y the Governor 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think, Mr. ('hatterjee, you should refer 
to that now. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Sir. I stand corret ted. I shall merely 
say one word more. Now loming to the uiuendment itself, 1 think 
it is very reasonable, most reasonable. After all the Government of 
India Act gives the Viceroy not more than six months’ power to rule 
by Ordinance in this extraordinary manner. If the Viceroy is bound 
down with the limitation that he may not exercise extraordinary jmwers 
for more than six months, it is nither difficult to entrust a local Govern- 
ment with such extraordinary powers for so long a time as Mr. Prentice 
asks for. I rather think the amendment errs on the side of leniency. 
It should have asked for six months only. However, I commend the 
amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mwiivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I feel inclined to support this 
motion for curtailing the life of this Act to one year only, but liefore 
I aay something in favour of it, 1 would like to say u few words to 
Mr. Boy and Mr. Chatterjee who made references to the attitude of 
aome of us. (A voice: Ignore that, ignore that.) To^ay of course 
we see that the House as a whole is in a co-operating mood, but I am 
afmid we are not always in such a mood. The Bill was introduced 
and there was opposition to its introduction, and after that an attempt 
was made to have the Bill circulated. The speeches made in support 
of these motions were no doubt apparently in a spirit of cOK)p«ration, 

8 



fit 


OOVEENMENf BILL. 


[24th 


but no one of thoee spealters could suggeet any metbod wbereby this 
terrorist movement could be suppressed. We must admit that GK)V- 
emment is in a verj' difficult position. When judges and other high 
officials are murdered, Government cannot but do something to protect 
themselves. So far no one has l»een able to give any advice to the 
Government which (*an be said to be at all practicable. Government 
has to take action and if Moslem members have supported Government 
in these measures, it is only in the absence of better methods of fight- 
ing this movement. If a better and more practical metbod is placed 
before the House, we shall be glad to support such a method. Those 
who say that Moslem members support Government in season and out 
of season should think twice befoi-e they repeat that. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: On a point of explanation. I never said 
*‘in season’’ I said “out of season.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: However, I support this amend- 
ment for this reason. If the Government admit, as they must admit, 
that this measure, though nec'essnry, has not pn)ved altogether success- 
ful in its object, I think it is better for the Govern ment to consider 
if a better measure is devisable, and the i'(nintrv to take time, as we 
are unable to find any better method at pj*esent, we <an give Govern- 
ment the powers they want, but that should be for one year only and 
after that one year, if the situation does n(»t inipiove, tlien it will 
be for the Government to ask for a further extension of the life of the 
enactment. We should also take into considenition the fact that the 
life of this Council is expected to end in July next, and it is not 
unreasonable b) think that a new Council will come into office soon 
after that. Although we in this Council are unable to find out any 
better method of dealing with this teirorist movement, it is not 
impossible that the new Council may perhaps be able to devise methods 
Imttor adapted to fight this movement. In this vien, I think, one year is 
quite sufficient, Mr, M<K)kerjee said that practical oWtacles may arise 
ai the original Act is an Act for five years. I think if this amendment 
is carried, tkare will be no difficulty so far as that is concerned, bei'ause 
ipso facto the original Act will he amended and the life of that Act 
also will be one year only. There may lie other difficulties which the 
Hon’ble Member may perhaps point out in his speech on this amend- 
ment. I shall be glad to hear what the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has to 
say in support of the extension of this Act for five years, and I shall 
revise my opinion, if necessary. As I understand the situation at 
present!, I think Government can very well accept this amendment. 
The whole Bouse is now in a coHiperating mood and I think as a 
matter of policy it will be advisable for the Goverameat to take tha 
House with it and accept the amendment. 
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JATIHBlIA MATH BAttls I rise to support Ibe aoiendmeaikt 
of Mr. Mookerjee. All sides of the House are evidently of the opinion 
ihii this is a measure which (‘anuot hut W reirtmleil as a setd>ack. 
It is a special and extraonlinar\ measure which, acionling to soma, 
Mas been renderetl necessary by certain special cin uuistaiices. The 
only question which is now l>eing discussed is wlmt is to be the length 
of time during which this measure should lie operative. The Act 
itself has been given a life of five years. If it is found that after 
the period of one year, for which it is interuled that this enact meiii 
should continue, conditions ctuitinue as at pr\»sent, then it would lie 
time to think of extending it still furtlier. One \ear is a long 
peruxl for a trial to see whether the enactment will be eilec tive or not. 
It has been pointed out that so for as the time limit is concerned, if 
the Government does not achieve its object by operating the Act for 
one year, it will be time for the Government of the day hen»after to 
think out some other measure which will he really effective. The 
Government of the day may change its fKilicy; there may he cbiinges 
in the Government itself, but why an Act, a special and emergency 
measure, should l)e now passed in anticipation of cin^umstances which 
may not be in existence hereafter. The time limit of one year, as 
stateil in the amendment, is a sufficiently long period. Sir, I agree 
with Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan that it is not right and pniper tb say 
that the Moslem memliers in this (’oun<‘il vote for Government because 
the Government desire them to vote in a particular way. They cast 
their votes according to what they consider to be the right jnilicy. In 
many cases they may not agree w’ith a great many of us, but (hat 
does not mean that they do not sincerely and honestly l>elieve (hat 
what they are voting for will be in the l»est interests of the <M)unlr>*. 


Mr. 4 , CAMf^BtLL POBftCSTCB: 1 feel that this side of the 
House really has to compliment my friend, Mr. B. Chatterjee, on 
his good humour and his attempts to kee[» the House in good humour. 
His one idea, that we all can readily see, is the conciliating of all the 
different political forces; this is very' admirable, and he loses no 
opportunity of putting it forwanl. But I have been a nieinlier of this 
Council from its inception and it has !>een my misfortune to hear, 
almost year after year, the same arguments such as have been advanced 
to-day on the Criminal Law Amendment Bill. We have had Ordi- 
nances three or four times introduced in this Council for dim’ussion, 
and the same sort of tactics and arguments has Ireen going on, and 
I think it is time that this sea-saw business ceased-— an Grdinance 
passed and a few months afterwards repealed — a few months more 
and the Ordinance again introducecl. We must have something on 
the Sti|tute Book. It has been pointed out and it is clear to us that 
the working of this last Ordinance has been successful. I think it it 
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about oighteon months ago that the OoTornor waa good miongh to tay 
that the condition of Bengal was so much improved that^ we could now 
do away with the Ordinance. He was referring to the Ordinance that 
was previously in existence. This was about eighteen months ago. 
Here, again, we find the necessity of continuing the present Ordinance, 
and I agree that Government is doing the right thing in placing 
something on the Statute Book that will not necessitlate Government 
coming up every now and then and asking for powers to cope with the 
situation. I oppose the amendments. 


3*46 p.m. 

Mr* NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to support the amend* 
ment. I shall not talk about provincial autonomy as Mr. Chatterjee 
has done. I shall base my arguments on the legal merits of the 
question. As Mr. Chatterjee has pointed out, under the Government 
of India Act, section 72, the life of an Ordinance is only six months. 
Under the ordinary Criminal Law, the Criminal Procedure Code, tem- 
porary orders can be passed and those orders may also be extended 
from time to time by the Ix)cni Government if they think fit. There 
is no such provision in the Government of India Act and the real 
question is whether an ()rdinan<‘e ran be renewed after its original 
period of six months. There is considerable divenrence of leg^l 
opinion on that point. However that may be, this Ordinance has been 
tried for four months only. It was originally promulgated for six 
months. About two or three months of its life has still to run. What 
we want by this amendment is that the provisions of this Ordinance 
may be enfon'eil for another year. Surely, Sir, that would be time 
enough to see whether this Ordinance is or is not to be further extended. 
There are absolutely no difficultiee so far as I can see. It is within 
the competence of this House to extend the provisions of the Ordinance 
again after one year if that would be considered necessary-^rwhether 
the House is composed as it is now or not. It will be the question of 
a very short Bill to extend the life for another two years and that, I 
submit, will l>e a matter of no difficulty, and there is absolutely no 
reason why an Ordinam e which was promulgated for six months only, 
four of which have only expired, should be extended to more than 
twelve months in the first instance. 


MBIlIvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Bengali, ibe English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

“Mr. President, on the existence of the revolutionaries in Bengal 
opinion is not divided and nobody has been able to produce reasonable 
irgaments againil the adoption of repressive measures. During 
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yiiierday's diacnaaion of tlie Bill, some of the Hindu membara aliglil- 
iafly raferrod to the Muhammadan members of this Council for their 
having taken aides with Government. But the fact is that many 
Hindu members also voted for Government. It is those who are 
afraid of the revolutionaries and who desiring that their a^'tivitiei 
should be suppressed have whole-heartedly supported the present 
measures that have voted in favour of Government irrespective of their 
caste and creed. I nder (he circumstances, I cannot approve of this 
laying of blame on the Moslems alone. The ninendmeni brought 
forward by Mr. Mookerjee to fix the lifetime of this measure, when it 
is passed into law, as one year, if arcepted, will not, as far as I can 
see, defeat the purposes of the Bill. In view of the reforms to be 
shortly introduced into the administrative system of the «‘ountry and 
the new era of peac'e and trancjuillity, which, the authorities assure, is 
\ejy likely to follow in its train, I do not deem it advisable to enact 
a law, eml)odying such repressive measures for an indefinite period of 
time. In the event of the situation getting tens<*r than what it is 
to-day, the necessity may arise for severer measures. 

On the other hand, if the omendment is accepted hy Government, 
I l>elieve that the different parties in the Council will in right eammt 
set about the task of putting a stop to the revolutionary activities, and 
the fact may also bring alwut a rhange in (he mentality of the 
revolutionaries in the country. 

I, therefore, supjKut Mr. Syamapjosud M<K»kerjee*H urnendraeut.’' 

Mr, E* Ca ORMOND* If it had not l^een for the bon'lde Mr, Basu’s 
legal argument which he thought fit to address to this Ilouae 
on this amendment, I would not have troubled thi*< House by 
speaking on this amendment. I for one have t(H) much respect for the 
ordinary laws of the land to accept any system of law t^i be put into 
force permanently which should enact a system of law^ like the Ordi- 
nances which were and could have been made temjK>rar>', and I have 
little doubt that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice will agree with that view 
and does not desire to have these powers made jw»nnanent. There is 
no question of Hiese being made permanent Wause (he original Act 
is not permanent. Mr. Basu referred to secttion 72 of the Government 
of India Act. That section only refers to Ordinances by His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy and does not concern the Ordinances of the Ixtcal 
Gorenmient. But apart from that, even if it is taken as an analogy, 
the wording' of that section after some preliminnr>- word is that any 
Ordinance so made shall be for six months from its promulgation and 
shall have the like forces of a law as an Act pass^ by (be Indian 
Lsgislature. Taking fihe same analogy, the Ordinances passed by the 
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local legialature shall get their power from being authorised to hare 
the like power of a law as an Act passed by the local legislature for 
8 abort time. 

Mr* SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
There can be no local Ordinances. 

Mfe E. Of ORMOND: I stand corrected, Sir. Any Ordinance or 
Act which the local legislature has passed, that is, what 1 referred to. 
My point is that these Ordinances have not been given more than 
temporal^' forces for a certain period, Wause they have not been 
sanctioned by the legislature, whether local or central, and the only 
question now liefore the House is whether the Council will sanction 
these lowers as an Act of the local legislature. Therefore, the question 
whether an Ordinance previously existed or not or how long that 
Ordinance previously existed is entirely immaterial. 


Rtvtrend Bt A« NAG: I believe that this law being a teniporaiy^ one 
need not hurt anybody. For, if the criminals cease to be criminals, 
any law in reference to them becomes a dead Act. If the terrorists 
will cease to l>e terrorists, end if we, members of this Council, will 
exert our influence to stamp out terrorism from this land, probably in less 
than a yearts time this will be a dead Act even if it is jmssed. Because 
if there is no terrorism, if there are no terrorists to tackle with by 
this Act, there will he no sphere, even if it he in the statutie, for its 
Hf tion, That is niy first app4*al. It is not by transferring the portfolios 
but it is by exerting ourselves, exerting ourselves, as Mr. Bannerjee 
said the other day, in our families, in our private meetings that we 
may contribute towards the stamping out of this terrorist movement. 

Sir, Mr, Mookerjee has referred to the question of unemployment. 
I Ikelieve we are becoming quite conscious that unemployment is C4)n- 
Iributing to terrorism, Wcause these unemployed people have nothing 
to lose. Their minds are very fertile soils for all sorts of poisonous 
swnls and they may easily become terroriste for they have nothing to 
lose. Btti having admitted that, I do not Wlieve that any Government, 
— T hojw Government will make an earnest attempt to solve the problem 
of unemployment — I do not think any Government in the world can 
solve the question of unemployment within a year. I take it that 
Mr. Mmikerjee’e argument comes to this — that only by solving the 
problem of unemployment the terroristic movement enn be sUsmped 
out. My proposal is that this Bill will deal with those who are 
terrorists in the meantime and I support the idea that attempt ihould 
also be made in the meantime to solve the problem of unemployment. 
I, therefore, oppqse the amendment. Some of my friends hay^ fta^d 
that such Acts have not eradicated terrorism. Probably not. Tha 
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Iftdiaa Penal Code iiaa not emdieated theft or ninidtt* nor will tliw 
Act eradicate terrorism. But he will be a bold man who will say that 
inch an Act will in no way check terrorism. 

As aome of my friends have said, when these terrorists are dealt 
with firmly, there is less of terrorism in the land. However that may 
be, nobody will say that this Bill will be an incentive to termrism. 
If it is not an incentive to terrorism, if it is a pmbable check ufioit 
terrorism, 1 do not see any need to opjxMie the passinir of this Bill and 
I see every* reason why we should oppose the amendment before us. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

(^At 4 p.m. the (’ounoil was adjourned for prayer, and it reassembled 
at 4*15 p.m.] 


The HonUlle Mrs W, D# R| PRENTICt* T think there is conside^ 
able misunderstanding about the effect of these amendments. Mr. 
Tamisuddin Khan, when he was speaking, expresse<l the opinion that 
if these amendments wei'e accepted, the effcsd wotdd l>e that after one 
year the existing Act would be revived. Now that is entirely wrong, 

f or. if you look at the clauses of the Bill, you will find that we 

substitute one thing for another; the Bill is not at all in the shape 
that for a period of one year something shouM be substituted for 
something else and after that period the original Act should be 
revived, but tilmt once we substitute the pr»»sent Act by this Bill, the 

present Act dies, and this is the advice given by expert lavryers. If 

the amendment is carried, at the end of one year this Act dies and 
there will !>e nothing to revive. In fa<*t, it would mean that W'e should 
either have to go on with the Bengal Criminal Taiw Amendment Act 
mitnts certain se<*tions or we should have to come to this (\mncil again 
to pass something to put into the blank, which will inevitubly o<*cur 
one year hence. That is the position. I^et there l>e no misunderstand- 
ing. If this amendment is carried, the effect will not be that after 
one year the present Act will l»e revived, but rather its effect will !>« 
that those sections in the present Act will die and the new clauses 
which I am asking the rV)un<'il to pass will also expire, and we will 
again have to come to the Council to pass legislation to fill in those 
blanks. That is what the legal position would l»e. 

If that is so, what do we gain? l^st year when you passed that 
Bill, you gave us powers for five years. If yon accept this amendment, 
the dieci will be that the operative iectioii of the Act, eecrlioii 2, 
aappoeiiig our new clauses are accepted, will be dead a year hence and 
the new elauMt will also be dead a year hence. Then we should Imva 
no power to deal with terrorism unless we oome to this Council again* 
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Mr. NARiNDIIA KUMAR iAfUs Wlij notf 

The HonlilB Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: Of course if this Council 
desires an annual debate about measures to deal with terrorism, that 
is another matter, but I do not really think that is the real desire of 
the Council. The Council will realise that we are not dealing with a 
menace that exists for a few months and then dies but witti a conti- 
nuous menace going on for years and as I told the Council the other 
day, some of the leaders are deyising things a long time ahead ; it is 
not a question of devising things for a year. 

I would ask the Council to reject the amendment, because if passed, 
it will have the effect which I have specified, and further it will go to 
show that the Council is now willing to give us effective powers for 
one year only instead of what they gave us last year for five. On the 
other hand, supposing things do improve, what will be the position? 
As I said when dealing with the Bill last time, “if I am wrong and 
Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowilburj^ is right, the movement dies 
out, the Act will not be used at all and will die a natural death.’* 
What T ask you to do is to give us this weapon for dealing with a con- 
tinuing menot^e. Yesterday Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta made a 
long oration and talked about the means of co-operation and about the 
means of dealing with this menace. I listened with the utmost eager- 
ness to hear what he had to suggest, but by the time he had finished, 
be bad nothing useful to suggest save w^eaning away the terrorists 
and how that was to be done he did not deign to eiplain. 

Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee has talked about the State Aid tb 
Industries Bill and unemployment and Mr. B. C. Chatterjee has given 
his view that they are of no use. We do not say we like this measure 
of repression, but we say that it is the only measure for dealing with 
this menace that anybody has been able to devise, and nobody will be 
more thankful than Government if the gentlemen who criticise will 
come forward and give us definite workable proposals for dealing with 
it; we will welcome their assisibuce, and if these proposals are workable 
end prove effei^tive, the need for the Act and this Bill will disappear, 
and there will be no question of one or two or three years. The 
menace will be gone and the Act for dealing with it will disappear 
too out( of sheer inanition. 


Mn PRESIDENT: I should like to say that 1 mm giving preferenoe 
to Mr. Moelerjee’s emendment, bcMmuee the other one moved by Mr. 
Boy is rather indefinite end I think there is no objection to have tha 
iiiae decided hy the late of that motios. 
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Th« motion of Mr. Syunaprosad Mookcrjee was then pnt and a 
iBvision taken with tko following reenlt : — 


ah, MMitvi Hamah. 

■Aim, Mflvl tywl MajMs 
■Aiitrli, Hr. P. 

■AMi ■aAa JACinAn Nitlk. 

■am^ Hr. Wi r MH r A KmiiAr. 

■am, Hr. t. M. 

OtMtlMjAA, Mr. ■. 0. 

OImaAIwH, HaAV KiAllAri HaAAA. 
OlMiiiliArl, Or. ^AOii M rA CHAHAra. 
eiMuAlNiry, MauIvI Nurmi Atamr. 
CAAWAhttry, Mmulvi AMml OAAAt 
DtttI, RaI ■mAmAur Or. NariAAmn. 
railMllaA, Mauivl MHAammaA. 
OAaaa, Or. Amvtya Rataa. 

HaAiai, Mauiwi AAAul. 

HasAimy, Mauivi lytA JalaJuAAifi. 
HAquA, Kali taiAaAul. 

KAaa, Mauivi TamiiuAAin. 

Law, Mr. t u ra n Ara NatA. 


AYES. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

HatAal^iAa, Mr, tyaaMArMAA. 

Nai, RaAK tuA UlL 
RAAAar, SatA Nimumaa Prm»4. 
RaAuiaii, Maulal AHtur. 

Ral MaAAaai, MuAtAAra OaA. 

Ray, RaAtt ArnmfUPu^ 

Ray. RaAu NatwiAra Narayaa. 

Ray, Mr. SAanti tAaLAaratamr. 

Ray CAawAAury, Rabu talitA OAaAAra. 
Raut, tabu Naaiiii. 

Ray, tabu iatyanAra NalA. 

Ray GAauAAurl, Rabu Ham CAauAra. 
tabana, Rabu tatya Klnkar. 

•amaA, Mauivi AbAua. 

•an Oupta, Or. NarMA ObaaiAra. 

•AaA. Mauivi AbAul NamiA. 

•iraar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 


NOES. 


AnnatraiiR, Mr. W. L, 

AuatMi, Mr. A. M. 

Ral, Rabu Lalit Kuwar. 

Ral, Mr. tarat OAanAra. 

Rarma, Ral RaAlb Ranahanan. 

Rartlay. Mr. C. 

RaAr RAAIa Khaa laAM Mtalvl Mabaan 
auM. 

•IrAfRyra, Mr. H. 

RlanAy, Mr. E. N. 

Rattamiay, Mr. A. H. 

Rural, Rabu Oahul CAanA. 

OAauAAurl, KAan RahaAur Mauivi AIL 
nHiuamafi. 

OAauAAuri, KAaa ■aAaAur Mauivi HaAiur 
RaAMAn. 

CAauAAuri, Mauivi tyaA Oaman NaiAar. 
Caban, Mr. 0. A. 

Oapplnfar, Majar Oa w aral W. V. 

Oaapar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oain, Mr. O. R. 

luaurji, Mauivi Nur RaAman KAan. 

ParaRtti* tba Hafi*Ma Rawab K. tt. M., Khan 

■AAaAur. 

Pa u Mua, Mr. L. R. 

Parvaatar, Mr A. Campball. 

SanfAli, Rai RaAaAur tutil Kumar. 

OAaaa, tba Hafi*bla Mr ■. R. 

OAumavi, tba Nan*bia AibaAJ Mr AbAaL 
Aarim. 

OilaArial, Mr. R. N. 

OuAa, Rabu PrafuHa Kumar. 

OuAA, Hr. P. N. 

Oumar, Mr. 0. W. 

W iR Ay n% Hr. W. R. 

Hmmim, HaMvl MuAammaA. 


Huttain, Mauivi Latafit. 

Karim, Mauivi AbAut 
KaMin. Mauivi AbuL 
Karr, Mr. W. A. 

KAan, Mauivi AmlnHtf>laman. 

KAan, KAan SaAib Mauivi Muaimm All. 
KAan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

MaRuIra, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tba Nan'bla Mr. A. 

MaCluthia, Mr. 1. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mamin, KAan RaAaAur Mu Aa mm a A AAAuL 
MuA A apaAAaya, Ral SaAib Sarat OAanAra. 
Mulliab, Mr. MuAunAa RaAary. 

Nag, RavaranA R. A. 

NanAy, Mabaraja Irit OAanAra, af Kaaim- 
baiar. 

NaiimuAAin, iba Han'bla Mr. KAwaja. 
Marian, Mr. N. R. 

OrAiab, Mr. 4, 1. 

OrmanA, Mr. 1. C. 

Pbilpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Pranilaa, tba Nan’bla Mr. W. 0. R. 
RaAman, Mr. A. P. 

RaAman, Mr. A. P. M. AbAiir* 

Ray CAauAAuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Ram, Mr. A. 

Ray, Mr. taitaavrar •ingb. 

Ray, Mr. Raral Kumar, 

Ray, lAa Nan’bla Mr. Rijay PraaaA Rbiflu 
Rarbar, Sir AaAuuaiA. 

Rarbar, Rai Rabib Rabat! Mabna. 

Ralaiman, Mautvi MuAammaA. 

Wimmrn, Mr. H. R. 

WarAawmMI, Hr. W. R. 


The Ayes being 37 and the Koar 65, the foliowing motion wrs 

to elboae 1 the following worda be added, namely : — ‘and aludl 
continue in force for one year from ibe date of Ita eonunencemenf / 
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The motion of Baba Satyendra Natb Boy w«e not put as it was 
covered by tbe foregoing decision of tbe CounciL 

4><30 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Tbe question is that clause 1 stand part ol tbe 
Bill 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Cliiuse 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Tha HoiPlila Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I beg to move that in 
clause 2, lines 1 and 2, for the words “in sub-section (7) of section 2 
of the said Act for the words beginning” the following be substituted^ 
namely — 

“In sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1930 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), for 
the words beginning with.” 

This is merely a drafting amendment which I am advised is neces- 
sary in order to make the meaning clear. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 
that in clause 2, in line 6, tbe w'ords “in the opinion of” l>e omitted 
and after the words “Local Oovernment” the words “on being satis- 
fied after a due inquiry and after hearing the explanation of any person 
that” l>e inserted, and in line 7 for the word “any” the word “such” 
be substituted. 

Sir, although I think my amendment is an eminently reasonable 
one, and one worthy of acceptance by the Hon’ble Member, I have 
little courage for moving it having regard to the attitude of the official 
block. This reminds me of ihiise words in the memorable report of 
the late Mr. Montague about the character of the Council before the 
reforms. Those words were: “The official obligation to vote with the 
€k)veni|iieiii in an Indian Legislative Council is continuing, and is 
not palatable by any necessity of securing an irremovable 

Cbranunant trom demise. 
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TheM fftcior« contribute to the unrenlity of the proceediuf# becuuue 
issue is often knowii beforehand, the debates lack life, etc., etc/* 

The position is the same as before, although we are now working 
ih# very reforms which were introduced by the late lamented Mr. Monta* 
gnc. ITie melancholy posture of his statue within the compound of 
this Council House seems to indicate as if he is hrowling over the re- 
sults of his own labours — that although the reforms have been intro- 
duced the position is the same as before, and the ‘ 'caravan passes on 
although the dogs bark”. That being the position. I have little hope 
of carrying my motion through : but I hope that my colleagues will fiM?l 
impressed that I have not brought this amendment simply to make a 
show or a speech. 

Kir, section 2 of the original Act, which is sought to be amended 
was intended to meet the cases of persons who had shown certain acti- 
rities against Government and regarding whom Government was satis- 
fied that they were members of an association whose activities were 
illegal or of a doubtful character. Now. Sir, under the main Act three 
things were nef^essary to move the Government to take action, vi*.. 
(r> some act or preparation to act im the part of the man procetMled 
against ; (2) he must be a member of an association ; and (3) Government 
must be satisfied as to his being su<*b a member. The Ordinance did 
away with conditions (1) and (2). Government need not l>e satished. 
before proceeding against a persem, that he is actively proceeding against 
Government. Now, if in the opinion of Government a person is a 
member of an association of whi<di the methods include certain things- — 
the word “include” is imimrtant— the man may be proceeded against. 
The association may have other very laudable objects of public benefit, 
but that does not matter. A member of that associatiem, whether he is 
|u*rsonally engaged in any activities or not, has g(»t to he proceeded 
against under the Ordinance. Now, look at the dangerous character 
of the section. Suppose there is a sc»ciety started for certain laudable 
objects — for instance to give relief to sufferers from flood or famine 
under some inno<ent auspices — and run by certain persons whom the 
police BUHpiK’ts o( being engaged in undesirable activities. They come 
to me for subscription and lending my name to th.» association. I do 
so knowing the object to be a laudable one and then take no notice of it. 
Noar, some time afterwards without declaring the association unlawful, 
Government — meaning Mr. Prentice — is of opinion that 1 am a mem- 
ber of the AsscK-iation — although there are no activities on my part— 
and therefore 1 should lose my Iil>erty. No evidence of my activities 
will be requireil or inquiry made regarding them. It is sufiScient that 
my name ia on the list of the association wj I should lose my liberty 
at once. I may say that Govcninient often forms their opinion on nn* 
aaiisla^tory information. They issue cammuntquit on such information. 
It is known what the value of a Govemment cammutUqui is. We hnfe 
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a glaring instance of the ontrustworthy character of a Govenunent com- 
muniqvS in the first communique issued after the Hijli incident when 
two prisoners were done to death, and there must be more instances 
where the opinion of Government was based on no better information 
than this. Because certain persons of an association have some doubt* 
ful activities, is it any reason that all the members of that association 
should lose their liberty-^ This is the effect of the Ordinance. The 
Ordinance as a matter of fact took away whatever little safeguard 
there was in the original Act. Now ‘ ‘satisfaction of Government 
is not necessary — the opinion of Government — in other words the 
opinion of Mr. Prentice — is sufficient. I do not want to make any 
drastic change but I certainly want that the Government, in other 
words Mr. Prentice, should be satisfied on the facts produced. Mr. 
Prentice, who is a very industrious Member no doubt, has assured 
us often times that he himself examines and goes through all the 
records carefully, and he takes pride in saying that Judges seldom 
differ from him. May I remind him of the hollowness of his argu- 
ment? Supposing the first information report and the police report 
on a criminal case are placed before the members of this House on 
the basis of which to decide the guilt or innocence of the accused; 
is it possible that there would be any difference of opinion on such 
materials? It is not the fault of Mr. Prentice, it is not the fault of 
the Judges who decide on the materials placed before them, because 
it is not possible for them to come to a different conclusion. On the 
contrary, what happens in ordinary cases tried according to ordinary 
Law? 20 to 50 per cent, of the judgments are set aside on appeal, 
because there is room for difference of opinion, and full materials 
are available. So I say there is not much substance in this argument. 

I do not charge the Hon’ble Member with l>eing intentionally un- 
just to these men or with intentionally putting people under restraint; 
but I do say that it is not fair to take action on mere police reports. 
I submit that in spite of your best intentions and efforts to do jiLstice 
what happens is quite the contrary. Sir, the working of the Ordi- 
nance has resulted in great injustice in many cases. 

Sir, I have heard from those who happened to he present at the 
trial of Bina Das of the statement made by her in Court. In that 
statement, I am told, there is a passage that Bina Das’s sister Kalyani 
Das was arrested and convicted liecause the Government was of opinion 
that Kalyani Das was a member of a certain association which, accord- 
ing to Bina, was false. She considers that her sister was innocent and 
her conviction preyed on her mind. She brooded over this incident 
constantly which was due to a blunder on the part of Government. 
Bui for thls^'perhapa the history of Bina Das’s life might have beeki 
differently wiiHen. This is one instance. There may be many othar 
oases, but I do not wish to multiply them. 
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Sir, I cite that caee simply by way of illustration. I now pan on 
to a more concrete fact; and that is what is found in the answer to 
a question put by Mr. Hashemy the other day. The Hon'ble Mr. 
Prwtice told us that the arrests under the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act during one year before Ordinance No. IX was issued totalled 355; 
whereas since the issue of the Ordinance on the 29th October last, 
i.e., during the last three months the number is 290. So practically 
the number is almost equal to that of one year. 

Now, Sir, it is no longer a question of a man actually doing some* 
thing blit of his going to do something. If he shows nctivities which 
in the opinion of the Government seem to he undesirable he is to be 
put under restraint. I submit, Sir, that this seems to me to be a 
dangerous innovation. If the rise in the figure of arrests had given 
a quietus to the terrorist movement, I for one would have guaranteed 
my support to the Government. Every Iwdy who has the good of his 
country at heart has got to he ashamed of the present state of things. 
What I want, Sir, is nothing more than a simple safeguard by insert- 
ing this amendment. Well, Sir, we hear nowadays so much of safe- 
guards; we hear the friends of India inee.ssantly speaking of safeguards. 
We also heard that the Round Table Conference w^as about to l)e 
wrecked on this question of safeguards — safeguards for the Army, for 
trade, for salaries, and pensions and so on. May we not also ask for a 
bit of safeguard when we come forw'ard with a piece of legislation of 
this character? I know that the Government think that the powers 
are necessary. W^e should not forget that Government must have firm- 
ness, but I submit that with firmness there must be justice, as without 
justice firmness is nothing but barbarous ind uncivilised rule. If you 
have simply firmness wihout justice then 1 think it will be impossible 
for anybody to go about his business. I would ask any member of this 
House wdiether it is nnt a breach of tbi* provisions <»f the law* to give any 
subscription to a society the ostensible objei^t of which is the good of 
the country. But what happens generally is that for subscribing for 
such an object which includes many other things which may not be 
known to him a man stands the chance of being sent to any place far 
away from Bengal — it may be Cape Comonn or THchinopoly. What 
I beg to submit is that the insertion of the w'ords I propose would make 
the provision a bit less dangerous. I may submit to you a result of my 
own experience. There was a criminal case based on the association of 
certain individuals, certain college students, with some other persons 
who were perhaps undesirable. A C.I.I). ofilcer reported the associa- 
tion of a particular boy with one of these undesirable people. Now, 
Sir, at cross-examination it transpired that the police ofiScer simply 
saw the boy on the riverside at M^ouensingh when there were probably 
ibousafids of people taking their constitutional when that paKicular 
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hoy wo» found in a large crowd with the other boy who had reaUy got 
eomeihing against him. After crosa-examination the whole caae tumbled 
down and the boy was let off. But what would have been the fate of 
the boy if a report of three respectable police ofBcerg had gone to the 
Hon^ble Mr. Prentice that the boy had beer found to be aeaociating 
with the id her hoy on different occasions:' So, I say that as this provi- 
sion is very wide, if it is to remain it should remain under proper safe- 
guards, s() that disaffection and distrust may not spread any further. 
Sir, you have got to see that distrust and disaffection do not spread 
beyond a limited circle. You cannot create a spirit of mutual goodwill 
and confidence under present conditions, and by the time the reforms 
are introduced nothing will be left which will create that spirit of 
goodwill and trust which are the real foundations of a stable Govern* 
ment. Therefore, Sir, I hope that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice will see 
his way still to accept my amendment. 1 know he requires firmness to 
eradicate the evil of terrorism, but what I want is that justice should go 
along with firmness. With these observations I commend my amend* 
ment to the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, I must confess that 
I am not very much in sympathy with this amendment, be<‘ausc the 
only amendment of this class which I can bring myself to accept 
would be an amoudment of the whole thing, lock, stock and barrel. 
Well, this House* will remember that in the Bill, the new Bill, that has 
been introduced this is the most important operative section for the 
purpose of bringing within the miscliief of the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act persons who are not, shall I say, kinetic terrorists, but 
potential terrorists, that is to say, persons who may be suspected to be 
drifting into terrorism. This section is designed to enable the Govern- 
ment to cast their net over such persons. Such a dangerous extension 
of powers cannot in any manner he affected by the alterations suggested 
by Mr. Satish Chandra Hay Chowdhury. I thoroughly appreciate the 
motive which has impelled my honTde friend to move the amendment. 

I appreciate his spirit, as a lawyer he is actuated by a faith in the reign 
of law to which we have hwn accustomed for a century. He believes 
that the putting in of tbes;» words in this Act it would operate as a 
safeguard. The words would have been very effective if this Act were 
ever to come up before a court of law for interpretation and administra- 
tion; but my friend forgets that the courts of law will never bare an 
occasion to look at it, far less to interpret it or administer it. That 
being so, it is absolutely idle to insist that there must be this amend- 
ment. I am sTire that the Hon^hle Mr. Prentice will say that in every 
case there is an inquiry and even that before any order is passed the per- 
son concerned is given an opportunity of explaining himself. The 
Hon’hle Mr. Prentice will also say that in every caae the peraon sus- 
pected is given an opportunity of explaining himself, though what the 
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xuttare of the opportunity given is and kow far it enaUea kim to dear 
hlmielf of the charge we are not in a poaition to judge and nobody will 
etttP be in a position to judge, because those things will be done 
in camera and no court of law would know anything about them. Well, 
that being so, this amendment would seem to be absolutely useless. 
Besides that, my hon*ble friend seems to proceed altogether on an erron^ 
ous assumption or I may say on an archaic assumption, that we are 
seeking by this law to protect, to safeguard the liberty of the subjects. 
I must say that for some time past that notion that law gives liberty 
to the subjects has become ancient and archaic. We are not here to 
protect the liberty of the subjects. This Bill doe.s not propose to do 
anything of the sort. It proposes to make the maximum amount of 
encroachment on the liberty of the people on the least possible pretence, 
that is to say, to arm the Executive Government with the full power 
to throw into prison anyone that it 8uspe<’t8 of any intentions against 
the Government. Well, in such a Bill an amendment of this character 
is an anarchronism and it is a contradiction. Therefore, Sir, I do not 
think that any useful purpose would be served by this amendment. I 
must say that we must oppose this Bill, clause by clause, to the best 
of our power, but it would be uh futile to cxiwct to improve this Bill, 
as to Use the familiar expression “to paint the lily.“ It cannot be im- 
proved ; it is designed in such a manner that the net must he cast as 
wide as possible to bring into its meshes everybody. Well, that Wing 
the nature and extent of the Bill, we ought not to have anything U> do 
even in the way of iiupmving the Bill. The Executive Government has 
chosen its own path and it will g(» along its own path. Well, the Govern- 
ment has asked for co-operation on its own terms and if co-operation is 
not forthcoming on those terms it will go on its own way. 


0 p.m. 

Sir, (he Hon'ble Mr. Prentice haa challenged me to show him mme 
other way. I am glad to find that wisdom has come to him so late. 

1 have been in the land of the living for the last year or more, I waa 

accessible to him, my address was available to him. Before he adopted 
this course on the advice of some persons did he think it advisable to 
invite my opinion, or the opinion of any member of this Council? 
(A VOICE: Why did you not offer?) I did not offer, I am not in the 
habit of offering co-operation where it is not wanted, where it is known 
that co-operation is not wanted, where the man to whom I woitkl offer 
co-operation looks upon me as an enemy to be avoided. 1 have greater 
self-respect, I cannot go on licking the dust of Writers* Buildings on 
every conceivable occasion 


m. rUBtmUif t Tern must take that back. 
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Or. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN CURTA: I am sorry, 1 was pot 
off tKe rails by this intermption. I can assure Mr. Prentice that I haTe 
no ready made Holloway's pilb, no brief panacea for all ills. It is 
not a question of a single thing, it is a question of an mitire policy, 
and if on that policy Mr. Prentice really wants the adTice of this 
Council, he is welcome to invite it and it will be forthcoming. But it 
will be a policy which will involve a change in the tone and the temper 
of the Government, in the heart and the soul of the Government, in the 
methods and objectives of the Government. If that be forthcoming, 
we shall not be wanting in co-operation. Sir, in my own humble way, 
and with my own humble resources, I have been trying to fight terrorism. 
Mr. Prentice may be unfamiliar with the efforts of many in this coun- 
try to counter the evil of terrorism, but I may tell him that there are 
some such people, and that your humble servant is one of them. If 
he had been familiar with my writings he would find that I have 
been carrying on this campaign against terrorism for years. But 
my methods and objectives happen to be different, and there was very 
little in common between me and my methods and Government and 
its methods. There is very little room for real co-operation until that 
great change in the heart and soul of the Government is forthcoming, 
and all talk of co-operation in this Council is absolutely futile. There 
can be no co-operation by offering ready made suggestions in the shape 
of Ordinances to fight terrorism. Under the circumstances, the only 
alternative is to oppose the Bill in tof-o, 

Thi Hwi’blB Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I was listening with great 
interest to Mr. Ray Chowdhury's speech, for I wanted to know exactly 
what he meant by the word ‘‘inquiry" in his amendment. But he 
was careful enough not to specify what he meant by that word, and 
as for his other suggestion about taking an "explanation" he never 
referred to it at all. 

After all, this is the crux of the amendment? What does he mean 
when he proposes an inquiry? Mr. Ray Chowdhury never explained 
what he meant by that word, but I have always explained, on the other 
hand, that no order is ever passed without holding an inquiry. The 
explanation of the person concerned is taken and recorded in writing. 

iibu EATliH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is it taken 
after his arrest, or before his arrest? 

lU Hoi’lllt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: After his arrest as a rule; 
it all depends whether he has l>een arrested or not. Naturally we 
cannot take his explanation until he is present before us, and there- 
fore as a rule he is arrested under section 4 {/) and detained in custody 
for a period not exceeding one month, during which period his explana- 
tion is recorded Ind the points raised by him are inquired into. Thm 
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mo court sitting, witnesses are not examined and there is no oross^ 
sar a min ation and things like that, hut as I have always exjilained there 
is an actual inquiry by (lovernmeiii in every case though not in judicial 
fi»in, and if you will look at the Ilowlatt report you will find that they 
expressly nilml out any judit ial form of investigation. 

Mr, Ray Chowdhury wants to make alterations in the wording of the 
section, by omitting the words “in the opinion of“. If he gi>es l>ack 
to^Acts of 1924,^925 and 1930, he will find the same wording in all those 
Acts. It is true that the words “if it is satisfied*’ do (Hcur in the s«H‘ond 
j)ortion of the existing section 2 (/) which we pn)pose to amend, hut he 
will also find at the beginning of section 2 (I) the same words “in the 
opinion of the Loeal Governm?nt/’ and I ean assun* you that the liocal 
Government dotvs not come to its final decision until it is satisfifnl. 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Why do you 

change the wording which was in the original Aety 

Tho Hofl’bla Mr# W. D. R# PRENTICE: 1 have not changed it. If 
you will look at the (tnliiiance, yoti will find that tie* opening words 
remain the same; it i.s only the omission of the obi (t) (ii) and (iii) of 
section 2 (/) and tlie rearrangement of the contents that Imve made 
the omission of the words “it is satisfied” necessary, and the latter 
portion of the section has been left as it is. 

Then Mr. Hay Chowdhury made a play with the word “association”. 
I think he knows just us imn h Knglish as any of us and (uiough to 
realise that the Council is not misled hy his arguinfuit. Ghviously, 
the word “associalion” not iiicuiit in the way he lias umimI it, that is. 
of lM>ys walking along a river’.s hank. Mr. Hu\ Chowdhury knows 
enough to realise that that is not tin* meaning of tin* word “as-^of iutioii” 
at all as use<l in the Hill. In the M*nse in wdiich it appears in this 
clause it means a united body of pi»ople, not the physical ai't of asso- 
ciation, and that leads me on to his last point. He suggests that any 
person who happen** to he associat<*d with other persons for the pur- 
pose of famine relief, niu> , und«T this clause, he arrested and sent t(» 
Cape Comorin. He forgets that the only association that is dealt wdth 
in this clause, is an association of which the objwts and methods 
include the commission of an offence incliidcul in the First Schedule. 
The word “include” is the same as appears in the original clauac of the 
Ordinance. There is no alteration in that. The object of such an aiiio- 
ciation of which he ia a member, must be criminal, and unleaii it is 
criminal, he will not be liable to be dealt with under this clause. 8o 
the members of the association referred to by Mr. Ray Chowdhury will 
not be liable to be dealt with under this Act. 

1 do aot tlmik I need follow Dr. Naresb Chandim Sen Gupta in bis 
ntnlenMMit about co-operatioo of tbe Coaaoil. I will deal with tbat 
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ieparately. I can Msiura Ihr. San Gupta that our object is the same, 
our aim is the same — the restoration of peace in Bengal. I shall write 
a letter to him asking him to come and see me and to produce his 
scheme, which he says will bring about that peace, mid I will be very 
glad to get it. 

I am afraid 1 cannot accept the amendment because as I say, the 
object of it has not been explained, and it has not been shown that it 
introduces anything which does not already exist in the procedure 
which is followed. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

‘*That in clause 2, in line 6, the words ‘in the opinion of' be 
omitted and after the \rorda ‘Tjoeal Ooveriiment’ the words ‘on being 
satisfied after a due inquiry and after hearing the explanation of any 
person that' be inserted, and in line 7 for the word ‘any’ the word ‘such' 
be substituted.” 


5-16 p.m. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Maulvl 8YED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY to move that in clause 2 
proposed <dause (»/) of sub-section (/) of section 2 be omitted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question i.s tltui clanso 2, ns amended, stand 
pari of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Claute 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 

Bill. 

BilMi 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 
that in clause 3 (1) in line 3 from the bottom the words “so far as they 
can be made applicable” be omitted. 

Sir, this Bill authorises the investigating oHicer to make searches 
and the object of my motion is to make such searches as much legal 
and as much above suspicion as possible. In the interests of those who 
will have the working of this Act, 1 think this amendment should be 
made. The Criminal Procedure Code lays down elaborate provisions 
with regard to searches, and there is no harm in foUowmg that 
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l^roeedare. I do not think that I need adduce any more argument as 
to why such locq;>holes should not be made into the provisions of the 
Oiminal Procedure Code, In these important circumstances, I 
oommend my motion. 

SECRETARY to GOYERNMEHT, tlUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. 0. Btrlley): Sir, on behalf of Government, I beg to oppose this 
amendment. In the first place, may I point out that in the original 
Act of 1930, there was no provision which made the Criminal Procedure 
Cmie applicable to searches carried out by police officers under section 4 
of the Act. In this respect, the amending Bill actually supplies the 
omission in the original Act of 1930. As the law at present stands, the 
provisions of the Criminal Procodure Code in regard to searches shall bo 
applicable so far as possible not only to the case of arrests under 
section 8 of the A<;t but also in the ease of searches made under 
section 4. Under the new provisions, the police officer is authorised to 
make a search although he has not himself actually made the arrest. 
The rt'sult of this is that in all ordinary cases, the Criminal Proceiluro 
Code i.s mmle applicable to searches under the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, that is to say, police officers acting under the provisions of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act have to follow the provisions of the C<xle 
and are bound to act as far as they possibly can in accordance with 
these provisions. Now the main provision on which affects such 
searches is that two respectablo inhahitanfs of the locality shall be 
present as witnesses of every search. That is a very salutary provision 
and the amending Bill makes it applicable to searches nmde under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act. But it must be remembered that some 
provision must be made for rendering it impossible that searches should 
be infnictuous because of the inelasticity of the law. Take, for 
example, the case of an officer who is entrusted with the search of a 
house in the jungles of Chittagong — a thing which might happen any 
day. Should the Criminal Procedure (Jode be made applicable in every 
case, this officer will be bound to find two respectable inhabitants of the 
locality to witness the search. While he is doing this, there is every 
possibility that some of the less respeitable inhabitants of the locality 
would find an opportunity for removing the very things which the 
search was meant to discover. It is for that reason and for that reason 
only that it has been found necessary to allow a small amount of 
elasticity in regard to the Bill. While emphasising the fact that in all 
ordinary cases the procedure laid down in the Criminal Procedure (yode 
must be carrieil out, the Bill, as it stands, does give a certain araount 
of latitude for the purpose of preventing the possible defeat of its own 
objects. If the amendment is accepted, even that amount of elasticity 
will be done away with and for that reason the amendment must be 
epjpowd. 
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Tb« following motion was then put and lost: — 

*That in danse 3 (7) in line 3 from the bottom the words 'so far 
as they can be made applicable’ be omitted.” 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

SATiaH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that 
after the words ’this sub-section’ in the last two lines of clause 3 (7), 
the following be added, namely : — 

^Thero shall be present at the search as witnesses at least two 
persons from the respectable and independent neighbours unconnected 
with tho police.’ ” 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERdEE: 1 beg to move that sub- 
clause (2) of clause 3 be omitted. 

Sir, I would just draw the attention of tho House to the provision 
which f want to be deleted from the Bill. Sir, under section 4 of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, any officer of the Govern- 
ment authorised in this behalf may arrest without any warrant any 
person against whom a reasonable suspicion exists that he is a person 
in resp(»<^t of whom order might issue under sub-section 1 of section 2. 
Now, Sir, there is a proviso in this section which lays down that no 
p<*rson shall be detained in custody under this setdion for a perio<l 
exceeding 15 days save umler tlie special orders of Government and no 
person shall be detained in any case for a period exceeding one month. 
Under ih»* impending Bill, it is jiroposed tf) in(‘rca.so this one mouth’s 
period to two moiitlts. Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice may perhaps 
expn*ss bin surprise as to wli\ any member should bother himself about 
curtailing the right of (Toveriinient to detain u person to the extent of 
two months when iniliraite<l powers have been given to (jovernment to 
detain a person as long as it (diooses. Sir, it may seem ridiculous at 
first sight but there is a solid reason why 1 move this amendment and 
that is that my proposal is in the interest of (iovernment itself. There 
19 no rottsou why you should take two months before issuing the final 
orders on my case. We have got the assurance of the liou’ble Member 
that in every case an elaborate inquiry has to be gone through before 
any person is ordered to l>e detained under any of these Ordinances. 
That elaborate pn>cedure was described to us in minute detail a few 
weeks ago when we were discussing the motion for adjournment. If 
that is really the case, I see no reason why Government should ask for 
powers to keep a person detained without passing final orders on the 
case for as long a period as two months. I have just said that I am 
moving this amendment in the interest of Ctovemnient. The intereet 
comes in this way. Snpposing there are some persons who aio really 
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innocent who have been arrested without sufficient reasons; after two 
months Government decides that these ptusons should be let off. Sir, 
the shorter the period of detention at this sta^e. the lesser the possi' 
bility of such a person being- unnecessarily detained and what is more 
being turned into a “potential terrorist.*’ It is desii-able that all 
inquiries are made as early as possible before the emergency |>owers are 
exercised under section 4. With these few words, Sir, I move my 
amendment. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would like to explain 
that this amendment has been nimle in (he A< t to meet the <lifticulties 
that in practice have arisen. If is not (he intention of (Jovernmeiit to 
keep people detained for tw<» months. Hut there are (scn-sions when 
it is a physical impossibility to get all the ruses through \\itlm» one 
month and such an occasion aroM* moler the Ordinance when a large 
number of arrests Tuade about th<* same time, and tlu- tuse.s camo 

up for final orders in Det-ember last when the (’hrislimis holidays were 
on. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEEs (’an the llon'ble Member 
give an ossuranee that Christmas will not intervene within a pericnl of 
sixty days? 

TN Hofl'Mt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (tn behalf of the lA>cal 

Government I (-an give this assurance (hat in normal cases tli*' present 
period of one month will be npplitable. We onl.\ wish to have this 
provision of two months available for exc(*f»tional (-a.ses. As 1 have 
said, there was sueli an occu.siori in December last when of course we 
could have rushed through the < a.ses and passed onh’rs in a hurry. Hut 
l>ecause w^e wanted to have the in(juin<‘s as thorough as fiossible, we 
found it physically impossible to ('oinpb-te everything within one 
mouth. Therefore we a.sk for this latitude and I give an assurance 
that it will be applicabb* only to ext eptional cases. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKER^EE: Sir, imu 1 put a (pn-stion to 
the Hon’ble Member? Instead of keeping (hem detained for two 
months, w-hy not release them after the expiry of on(‘ month, and if 
there is sufficient evid»*nee against them, why not arrest them 
afterwards ? 

The motion that sub-clause i'Ji of (dmise 3 1 m* omitted, was then put 
aad lost. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 

Bai. . 

The motion wee put and a^eed to. 
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Clause 4, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following motion \»as called hut not moved:- — 

««Mr. P. BANERill to move that in clause 4 in proposed sub- 
section {2) of section 6 for the word *noij-hailable’ in line 3 the word 
‘bailable’ and for the words *a warrant’ in line 4 the word ‘summons* 
be substituted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.Mtion is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and ag-recd to. 

Clause 0. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ((Uestion is that clause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 beg to move 
that in clause f> in proposed section 12 in line 4 the words “or in kind 
or both” be omitted. 

From my personal experience 1 know that it woubl cause very great 
hardship if by the pre.sent Act such an improvement upon the Ordinance 
itself is made, llmhr the (Viminul Amendment Act detenus are 
supplied with mtmey in ( ash, and now it is sought to ho made in kind. 
I know from my personal experience as a jail visitor that there are the 
greatest complaints tm the subject of fo(»d and foodstuffs by the 
prisoners, and no wonder, for the foinl that is supplied to them is most 
exeiruble. People who go to jail for political offences belong to a class 
different from the ordinary criminals and they do not like to eat food 
boiled in the same cauldron and naturally they would like to have 
separate arrangements made for their tood. So far as the Mymensingb 
Jail is concerned, 1 impressed on the Superintendent of the jail why 
the prisoners wanted to he allowed to c<H>k their own food separately 
and if this was done, it tt»uk away a great deal of their f'omplaint. Bui 
now, Sir, lb© ordinary nde is sought to l)e extended to the detenus. I 
am sure this will create great trouble and the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice is 
sure to receive a gn*at many complaints on this score. I do not see 
any reason why the present law should be changed and why there 
•bcmid be an improvement even npon the Ordinance which it is to 
replace. Let the detenus have their allowances and let them cook their 
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own food in the way they like and take whatever they like, and let not 
Ofirernmeiit add fresh grounds for their complaints. If Government 
aooept my amendment, 1 am quite sure it will save them a great deal of 
trouble. 


Mtulvi 8YED MLALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, we have already 

swallowed the bitterest of pills and I can assure you that we shall have 
to swallow the remaining pills; yet I rise to support the motion that haa 
been moved by ray friend, Mr. Ray Cbowdhury. And the reason for 
my speech is obvious. In this connection if I quote the very wise worda 
uttered by Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, 1 hope they will not be out of place. 
Among his numerous wise utterances he said the other day that we, the 
39 Moslem elected members of this Council, were 39 bi-cycles of 
Mr. Prentice. Sir, I do not agree with him and in order to show that 
I am not a bi-cycle of Mr. Prentice, I rise to speak on this occasion. 

Sir, to-day I rise to speak on this motion with a spirit of conciliation, 
and I would very seriously ask the Hon’ble Member what he means by 
the words ‘*in kind.” Docs he propose that the detenus will be supplied 
with two iiiaunds of paddy which they will have to husk for their own 
food?^ Or does he projmse to supply them with clothing from the firm 
of M CHsrs. Whiteaway, liuidlaw A Co. or imleiii for them dhotis from 
Manchester? I do not exacfly follow* the words **in kind.” You detain 
persons for an unlimited period of time witlnmt trial and give them 
30, 40 or 50 rupees a month and you are not even satisfied W'ith that; 
you have also j)nqM»sed t(» transfer thefn to (;ther provinces. These 
people who used to have their ft»od and clothing in their own way— • 
the HorChle Member wants to change that even, and pro|Mmes U) give 
them an allowance in kind. If the iloiClde Member will la* pleased to 
define the words ‘‘in kind” and tell us what he really means, then we 
will consider our position. While we were in the Ali|M)re (’eniral Jail, 
we were placed in division III — we proposed to Oovernment that the 
diet supplied to us should lie according to the law and we should be 
allowed to cook our f«Mid arc.ording to our choict? and tast^, but that 
vras not conceded to us. Sir, there are detenus in Iluxa, Hijli and other 
places. Is it meant that stores will be openecl and contractors will 
supply things to these detenus according to their own choice* and taaie 
and the choice and taste of the detenus will not be considered f The 
detenus at Buxa, Hijli and other places generally indent for khadda^ 
for their personal use; now, can it l>e the intention of the Hon^ble 
Mr. Prentice to stop khaddar from being used by these detenus? We 
want to know the positkin clearly. If the Hon’ble Member will 
definitely explain the motive that is l>ehind this simple change, probably 
we will not oppose, but if he cannot satisfy us, we should have to preee 
the amendment as usual. 
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TIm Hon'Wt Mr. W. 0. R. PREMTiCf : I may disabuse the minds 
of members of the Council by saying that this amendment of the Act 
is not intended in any way to harass the detenus. It has been forced 
upon us by the conduct of the detenus themselves, because what happens 
in camps is that there are mes.Hes and the detenus get allowances and 
they make iridents for what they want and after the things are supplied, 
they are cmiked by the allotted to the messes in the way they 

desire. Hut unfortunately they take into their heads occasionally to 
go on strike and refuse to have anything to do with the arrangements for 
their f(K>d. All that we want is power to give the detenus rations when 
they refuse to feed themselves. 

As regards khmhlur and other things like that, there has been no 
iuterferencp whatever and we have endeavoured to give them what they 
want and not Manrliester dhottn in pla(‘e of khiuidar. The revised 
clause is simply meant to meet the difficulty that arises by reason of 
the detenus refusing to carry on their messing system, and to look after 
the cooking of their own food. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hoirble Member 
Im pleased to give an assurance to this House that this will be given 
effeet to only in cases when such «iiflicultles actually arisen 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I Itder present ciroum- 
stances that is all that is intended. I cannot say what circumstances 
will arise in future. 

Tin* following motion was th(*ii put and lost 

“That in chuise 5 in propoM’d section 12 in line 4 the words ‘or in 
kind or hoth’ he omitted.” 

Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur; I heg to move that in 
clause 5 in proptised section 12, line after the word “support’' the 
words “and nuMlit al treatmeut, if iieces.sarv , by private medical 
practitioners” he inserttMl. 

In moving this amendment 1 must at the very beginning tell this 
House tliut our feeling about this Bill has Wen given expression to 
already. When I voted again.st the Bill, I did so iHH'ouse I was not in 
favour of the principle of the Bill. But at the same time it is our dui>\ 
os individual members of the (h)uiicil, now that the Bill is going to bo 
passed into law, to try to improve it so far as is practicable. In that 
view I ris<i‘ to move this amendment. The Hon’ble Member may inquire 
bow the refusal of private im»dical aid is interpreted outside. I shall 
at once tell tliat 1 ha>e often heard it said by the public, I may 
oay a respectable sqi'tiun of the public, that this insistence of Govern- 
ment in not allow'ing medical treatment of these detenus by theur own 
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modlciil imh is for the purpose of mining their health. I am sorry to 
mettiion this, but I have heard this said not by ignorant and illiterate 
people only but by people who can tdaini some edu(‘ation. Being a 
member of the medical profession myself 1 can never conceive that a 
man who has received his medical cdticaiioii in a Fniversity. or in a 
well recognised medical school, will st<K)p so low as to forget bis dtttiea 
to his patients and his profession, and poison or in any way ruin the 
health of persons entrusted to his cart*. So 1 feel disgusted to hear suoh 
insinuations from my countrymen against the medical men in the servioa 
of Government. I think It desirable to prevent thin state of affairs. 
That is my motive, and I apiH^al to the Hon’ble Mr. Prfmtice that iu 
dealing with the detenus Government should give them facilities to 
choose their own doctors. It is a very well knoan uiaxim that every- 
l)ody has the right to choose his own doctor. But, here in India, the 

question is extremely difticiilt. 

% 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE: }<»* >vli.> »ill pa.v (lu-ii 

Rai Or. HARIOHAN OUTT Bahadur: I mu coming to that 
presently. 

f)-40 p.m. 

Hero in India the (piestion is exceedingly difficult. Here you l»avo 
not only to chwise a doctor, hut also the kind t>f treatment .\ou require, 
allopathic, homeopathic, knvtraji, hahuut, or any other kind. These 
are difficult problems, hut (fovernment ought to realise that unless 
some amount of latitiuh* is given in the selection of ineflical practitioners 
for attending on ailing tleteiius, the illiterate and unreas<muhle Hectious 
of the people of the country will be led to believe that Government are 
forcing their own dm'tors on the deten\is in firder to ruin their health 
by administering slow p<us<in <ir b> some such means. So 1 say that 
Government in their own interests should allow the detenus to have 
their own doctors. (A voicf : Who %vill pay their feesy) My friend 
inquires who will pay their fees. I know that private practitionem 
will have to he paid their fees. Well, I would ask the Hon'hle 
Mr. Prentice, which is Iretter of the two evils — spemling a certain 
amount of money for the treatment of detenus by private practitioners, 
or exposing yourselves to calumny, insinuation and misrepresentation, 
and the uniKJpularity brought alwnit by the circulation of ugly rumours J* 
li it not better to pay a small amount as fees for private medi<*al man 
and thereby protect your goca! name? I for myself feel that (fovem- 
ment would be w*ell advised if they allow the detenus to have the choice 
of their own doctors. I may cite an ifistaiice which occur to my mind. 

1 remember the well known case of Mr. Subhaa Chandra Bose. .When 
Mr. Boee wae detained in Burma, I heard from pemons who were m 
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rMponsible as oumelves that Goyernment was not looking after Ms 
health properly and the insinuation was that Goyernment was trying to 
oreate a condition which would lead to his developing tuberculosis. In 
the end, Government asked Sir Nilratan Sircar, Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Boy and another European doctor to examine Mr. Bose and give their 
report. Why allow such situation to be created? Why not allow the 
detenus to have their own doctors and prevent such a possibility? That 
is my motive for bringing forward this amendment and 1 hope 1 shall 
not be misunderstood. 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: For one good 
reason I feel tempted to support Dr. Dutt’s motion, although I know that 
there is not the ghost of a chance of his amendment being carried. I 
would relate the case of one Nagendra Chakra varty ; a detenu who comes 
from my part of the country, although I do not know him, nor did I ever 
hear about him until I saw his case mentioned in the newspapers. I 
heard in Calcutta that he was siifTering from gastritis or some such 
disease. He was in the Medical College where he was operated on by 
Dr. Mukherji. Before he recovered, however, he was sent to the 
Presidency dail. At that time he was suffering from intense pain and 
constantly vomitting. Immediately afterwards he was sent to Hijli, 
but that is another story. He has again been brouglit here and is lying 
in the rainphell Hospital in Cabin Xo. ‘J. I say this for the informa- 
tion of the Hon’hle Member. That detenu is not being allowed to be 
attended to by either students or nurse, hut hy coolies. The matter was 
rep(»rted to me and I tcM>k the upjMui unity of going over to the hospital 
and seeing him. 1 found that the case was deserving of consideration 
and I t<dd the Deputy Secretary, Political Department, whom I saw, 
that his wife should l)e allowed to nurse him. But I was sorely dis- 
appointed, I was referred to the Superintendent of the hospital. Not 
that he was rude to roe — on the contrary he was very courteous. He 
told me that Dr. Mukherji was attending on him and would make an 
operation. He was so seriously ill that even if he were operated on, he 
was not likely to survive. He .should he allowed to have his wife by 
him. If he had Wen allowetl the services of a private practitioner, 
nobody could say anything. I think that with a view to protecting 
itself against all sorts of false reports, if not for anything else, the 
Hott’hle Member should accept this amendment. 

TN Hon’blt Mr« W. D« R» PRBNTICE: I am sorry to disappoint 

Mr. Hay Chowdhury. 1 do not think he really expects me to believe 
all tbeee stories he has beard. 

Mf. BATiAH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURYt 1 wanted to place 
the itches as 1 had heard them before the Hon'ble Member. 
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Tlii Hon’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If it will satisfy Mr. Bay 
C^awdhtiry, 1 will look into the papers of the detenu he has referred 
ta. 

To get back to the amendment: I am surprised to hear what 
Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur says about the circulation of these 
calumnies, that Government ruin the health of detenus with the help 
of their doctors. I would assure the members of this Council that the 
treatment meted out by the detenus to the doctors is at times appalling 
and the doctors have to work under a great disadvantage. The treat* 
ment which is given by the detenus in the detention camps to the 
medical staff of the camps is not what one would ordinarily exiHu^t from 
the class of persons to which tluv^e detenus usually belong. I have 
seen myself two camps and I have swui the way in wliich the dot'tora 
treat these detenus. These doctors are carefully selected and do their 
work well, and there is no ground at all for spreading calumnies 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I have never said that. I 
have been misunderstood from (lie very beginning. I never said any- 
thing calumnious about these do^'tors. What I said was that people 
ascribe these things to tlie dix tois and I prott'sted against these 
calumnies. 

Tha Hott*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know what 
Dr, Haridhan Dutt means. I heard him saying something nliout doctors 
ruining the health of detenus. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Ihat is a calumny against 
which I protested. 

The HoiPbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He spoke about ruining 
the health of detenus; by whom^ Did he mean (iovernment or the 
doctors ? 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I heard from people outside 
amongst whom were men of gcMid status. They attrihut<‘d thes<i thingi 
to Government without any reason. They say these calumnious things 
against the doc'tors in Government service. 

Tha Hou’llla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a calumny which 
is entirely unjustifiable. The doctors are carefully selected and they 
do their work es best as they enn in the cirtriinistances in which they are 
placed*and they do not get the co-operation which they have a right to 
expect, from the detenus. 
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NoWf Sir, what ia the proposal P If this ameiHiiiieiit it accepted, the 
result will be that we shall bare to give a sort of monthly aUowanoe 
either in cash or in fees for medical treatment of detenus by private 
medical practitioners. Thus, if each detenu of the Boxa Camp wants 
to be treated by a private prat^titioner, Government will perhaps have 
to meet the expenses of 140 doctors for going up to that place and also 
the expenses of u couple of hundred doctors for going to a place like 
Hijli or wherever these detenus are. It would involve the province in 
an enormous expenditure in the shape of doctors’ fees and travelling 
allowances. I, therefore, hope that the Council will recognise that this 
amendment is impossible. I can assure the Council that in the circum- 
stances in which they work, there i.s absolutely no justification for the 
allegations which have been ma<le against the present medical staff. 

The following motion w'us then put and lost : — 

“That in clause 5 in propped section l!i, line o, after the word 
‘support’ tin* words ‘and medical treatment, if necessary, by private 
medical practitioners’ he inserted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You might perhaps move your amendments 
together. 

Bibu SATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 heg to move 
that in clause 5 in proposed section 1*2 in line 6 the words “having regard 
to his other sources of income” he omitted. 

I also heg to move that in clause 5 in j)roposed section 12 In lines 12 
and 13 the words “having regard to their other sources of income’ ’ be 
omitted. 

1 can assure the lion ’hie Member that this w'ill he my last amendment, 
ttlthouglj I know what its fate will he. The Ifon’hle Member will take 
great credit for having such a contentious Bill passed without any 
amendment. 1 can, however, assure the Hon 'hie Member that I have 
given notif'e of this amendment after careful c;onsideration and I submit 
that the inclusion of the words “having regard to liis other sources of 
income” may more often than not affect the <letenus and their families 
adversely. I kii<»w of one or two cases where the detenus were allowed 
Its. 125 a month on previous occasions hut now* the same man is getting 
Its. 50 only for the maint<>nance of their families. I have also received 
(^iiiplaints by letters from several persons, persons quite unknown to me, 
but belonging to my constituency, which go to show that in wjrae cases 
the dependents of the detenus suffer greatly for want of proper allowances 
for their maintenance. I apprehend, Sir, that as a result of the inclusion 
of the words in the Bill some of the detenus and their dependents will 
have to go without any allowame. I shall illustrate my point by one 
oase. Take the of a landlord who i« managing bis own affatra, 
coHecting bis own revenues. He is arrested and kept in detention. 
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3ir, it wmy be argued that the person has got some landed property 
srliioh yields some income and so there is no reason to give him sufficient 
allowance, I mean, for his family. Sir, this is not quite u reasonable 
view to take, because nowadays everylM)dy knows that people possessing 
landed properties experience considerable difficulties in managing them. 
In the case of the arrest of a person, the mere fact (»f his being arrested 
goes against his prestige and interferes with the collection of rents and 
payment of revenue; and by the time the pei'son is released, he finds 
himself involved in debts. I know of a case in which a detemi of a very 
high social position was the managing member of his family. His 
father left some debts and he wa.s trying to j>ay them off, but being 
detained he could not pay them off and the ref^ult was disastrous. So, I 
urge that regard should not be paid to other cirt'uinstanees upon which 
the family depends. If this amendment is not inserted, the provision 
will be misleading and you might fall into the error of depriving the 
family of a detenu of the minimum means of subsistence. When y<»u 
take a man away and he loses his freethuu, i-* that not enough loss to him K 
You should allow his family u decent compensation. I hope the Ibm'ble 
Member will take these fiu ts into c<uisidertttioii ami n<»t leave a loophole 
in the provision by which u <leteinrs family may be denied the hare means 
of subsistence. I would make this last appiMtl to the Hon hie Member ami 
if I suc(*eed, I shall thank my stars. 


[At (1-2 p.ni. the (/ouiuil udjcmrned for leaver and it reassembled 
at b-12 p.m.] 


Tha Hon’bia Mr« W. Dt R« PRENTICE: Sir, I should like U) explain 
that these two arnemlments “having regjiid to his (or their) other sources 
of income,^' have been introduted in the inteiest.s of (lie tinunccs of 
Bengal. Under the law us it stands at picsent, we have got to pay the 
allowance, irrt^spectivo of whether the deUMius have other sources of 
income which are unaffecte<l l»y their detention. The effect of rejecting 
the amendment will be that we must rontimie to pay to a delernrs family 
an allowance irrespective of wdiether his nconje is nothing or very large. 
A case came up to me some time ago w hen w'e rei cived a report almut one 
detenu. I may mention here that all these cns<*s ore decide*! after 
reference to the District Officers, and that the Disfrici Officers submit 
on every occasion a report regarding the fiiiancial position of the detenus 
and of their families. In the case I have mentioned, it was reimrted 
that the detenu was very well off — he had a zamindari’-^^md bis wife and 
children were living in absolute comfort, in eircutnsUncsee entirely 
UAaltered by his detention. Well, I took legal opinion as to whether I 
could exercise my option to refuse the atlowance on such facts and 1 was 
advised that under the law as it stands at pressat 1 could not do it. 
So 1 bad to aanctioA the allowance for that family although it wae net 



OOVEBKMENT BILL. 


[24th Fib., 


required. Therefore, we hare introduced in thif clanae a proriaion which 
will in future entitle us to take into account other sources of income before 
decidini? to pay the allowance from public funds. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

*^That in clause 5 in proposed section 12 in line 6 the words 'having 
regard to his other fM)urces of income* be omitted.** 

"That in clause 6 in proposed section 12 in lines 12 and 13 the words 
'having regard to their other sources of income* be omitted.** 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

‘^Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur to move that in clause 5 in 
proposed section 12 in line 13 after the word ‘wants’ the following be 
inserted, namely: — 

‘and for visiting him, if he is detained at a place beyond the district 
where he ordinarily resides, when permission for such a purpose has 
been previously obtained from the Local Government or the Magistrate 
of the district where he is detained’." 

<*Mr. P. BANERJI to move that in clause 5 in proposed section 12, 
line, 14, after the words ‘rank in life’ the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘provided the monthly allowance in (’ash or in kind or both, for the 
support of the didenu, shall in no case he less than Its. oO and the 
monthly allowance to his family, and siicli of his near relatives as are 
dependent on him for support, shall in no case l>e less than Ks, 30 per 
head’.’* 

Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJEE: I beg to move that in clause 
5 for the ''Explanation'* to the proposed section 12 the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

"Explanalwn . — For the purjiOiK»H of this seidion a person placed 
under restraint shall not include a person in re.-^pect of whom any order 
has been made under sub-sec.tion (/) of section 2 requiring him to notify 
his residence or change of residence or to reimrt himself to the (tollce or 
to abstain fmm any specific act, other than an act which interferes 
with his normal trade, business or profession.*’ 

Sir, I take it that if the order of placing a person under restraint 
has the net result of not interfering with his profession or business but 
simply to require him to make occasional reports to the police, such 
persons will not get any allowance. The last clause is, however, rather 
wide in its character ; it speaks of any person who is ordered to abstain 
from any tq>eoific Bet, which may include anything. All that I want 
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do is to add an **Esplanntion*' that such specific act must be one other 
tlM an act which interferes with his normal trade or business or 
profession. In other words, if the result of the Government order is 
that the person is prevented from doinj? somethinjr which will interfere 
with his normal business, he will he entitled to an allowanee. I hope 
that my amendment will be accepted by the Hon'ble Member-in*(5harfre. 

TImi Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I am phd that there 
is at least one amendment which I can accept, but I hope that the result 
of accepting it will not he what happened in 1930, when having accepted 
an amendment it was found necessary to insert a clause in this Bill to 
correct a mistake that had been made thereby. However I am prepared 
to accept this amendment as it does nut alter our present |K>sitio)i at all. 
I have looked into the matter and I can discover no case in which orders 
have been issued refusing an allou ance for a ])erson who is placed under 
such restraint as interferes with his normal trade or profession. I, 
therefore, accept the amendment. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in clause o for the ' ExpUiuaiton to the proposed section 12 the 
following Ihj substituted, nninely : — 

'Explanation , — For the purposes of this section a person placed 
under restraint shall not include a person in respect of whom any order 
has l)een made under suh-section (/) of section 2 reipiiring him to notify 
his residence or change of residence or to report himself to (he police or 
to abstain fr<»m any sj)ecifi<‘ act, other than an act which interferes with 
his normal trade, Imsiness or profession*. ’’ 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg U> move that in 
clause 5, the following be added at the end of the i>roi>osed section 12, 
namely ; — 

“Provided that a person under restraint may npi)eal against tho 
order of the Local Government in respeet of the amount of allowance 
sanctioned for him or his family to a Board consisting of five non-ofhcial 
members to be appointed by tho IxK‘al Government, and in smdi cases 
the Ix)cal Government shall accept the rwommendation of the Ikiard." 

I want to make my position clear. Sir, at the outset, I should state 
that I unequivocally oppose the cruel and vindictive measure — n measure 
perpetuating this extra-judicial Russian method of punishment; but I 
have brought forward this amendment in a spirit of compromise. Apart 
from the general question of detention without trial, the thing that 
causes the greatest amount of irritation is the question of allowance to 
the detenus and their families. Sir, this very morning I came across 
in the columns of a leading vernacular daily of the city, the Banpabimi, 
the caMTof a detenu. 1 refer to the case of a detenu, Brijut Eaaik Lai 
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Dm. Well, ihi» gentleman wm acquitted by the Uon’ble High Court 
in the Dolhousie Square bomb case, but wae arrested under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act. He has been in detention for a long 
time and in the columns of this paper the Hon’ble Member will find 
all the harrowing details about the condition of the poor old widowed 
mother of this gentleman. I remember also the case of a poor widow, 
at least wlio was represented to me to be a poor widow, belonging to the 
district of Malda, my constituency, whose son, who was reading in some 
metlical school in Calcutta, was arrested and detained under this Act. 
Well, the gentleman who brought the case to my notice asked me to 
move the authorities in the matter, but I felt that it would be very 
unfair on my part to approach the Hon ’hie Member in charge of the 
Poliiit al Department in connection with any individual case. That is 
a practice which should be discouraged by the Government as well as 
by the relatives of the detenus. We should not put up such individual 
cases, but only c-ases which be justified on principles. I would like to 
usk the Hoii’ble Meml)er to consider why the case of the detenus arouses 
so much sympathy. There is the question of detention without trial, 
there is the (juestion of the callous attitude of the authorities in the 
matter of granting them any satisfactor>' allowance T have brought 
forward this proposal for the c(mstitution of a ])oard wliere all aggrieved 
parties may make an appeal and let the Government have an opportunity 
to have their findings examined. Sir, I have brought forward this 
proposal ill the interests of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Political Department, as also in the interests f>f the (to\ernment servants 
who have to deal with the question under (be present (‘oijditif>n of things. 
Sir. ^^ben tliese facts are reported in tlie newspapers and are brought to 
the unlire of young Heiitimental people. T ran leave the Hon’Ide MemlK?r 
to jiuige what the sentiments aroused are like. 'J'he other day the 
llou’lde Meiubei-in-rharge said that he had iiol leml the statement of 
Sreeniati Hina Das. Well. I would rnpiest him t<» read that statement, 

Th« Hon’bte Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: May 1 interrupt, Sir? 
1 aaid that I had read the statement at 10 o’clock in the night it was 
iwued. 


6-30 p.m. 

Mr. SHANTI iNEKHAREtWAR RAY: 1 read that statement the 
other day in this House from a copy which a colleague of mine had 
brought with him. 1 suggest to tlie Hon'ble Member that he will find 
in that statement ample room for thought. It is not only the que^on 
el detention without trial, but the subsequent misery that detention brings 
to their hoonthold, that has aroused so much sympathy. We do not 
loal sympathy for ordinary oonvicta who are in jail, but in eierw of tho 
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p^eniiar circumstances in which these persons are piaced, it naturally 
arouses our sympathy. That is why we are pleading for their cause in 
this House. My suggestion is a very modest one. I do not aak the 
Government to change their present procedure at ail; in the preliminary 
stage they may continue the present proi-edure, hut if tliere is any 
grievance on the part of any detenu » I would suggest a body that may 
look into the matter further. I am not asking the Oovernment that 
they should place before the committee the question whether a man 
should be detained or not, but it is merely a question what amount of 
allowance that party should get. I am not suggesting that the Hoiride 
Member should ap|»oint this or that man to the committee, 1 am leaving 
this decision in his hands. He may put on the committee the mrst 
miserly person he knows, or gentlemen who have been pressing for all 
sorts retrenchment, but what I want is this that at least the findings 
ot the Government in the matter may be .'•eview'ed by n nou-ollicial body, 
and perhaps Government will find that after all after working in 
(onsultaticn with the uon-ofiiciul people whe may bo bettor able to 
judge the condition of their families, in some * justice may be done 
to the party aggrievinl an<i leave no bitterness behind. With these 
word^, I commen<] tin* motion to the mceptance of the House. 


Mr. SYAMAPR08AD M00KER4EE: I lieg to move that tlie 
following pniviso be added to the pro|K)sed solution 12; — 

Provided that the l/>cal Government shuU appoint a (^^ommittee 
(onsisting of three non-official members of the Bengal liegislative 
Council to assist and advise the I^rocnl Government on matters arising 
out of the operation of this section.” 

At this late hour I do not w'uiit to mine the controversiol question 
whether the A< t i^ Russian or Prussian in natiin* I supposi* it is lioth. 
I would only ask the House to consider the amendment which, I think, 
is a very reasonable one. The amendment suggests tliat there should be 
a committee appointeil by Government, consisting of three non-official 
members of this Housi*. with powders, not as Mr, Ray contemplates, 
namely, that the recommendations of such a committee will be binding 
on the liocal < Government, but simply with powers to advise and assist 
Government on matters arising mit of the operation of this section alone. 
It is not my intention that this committee will lie asked to go into the 
history of eaitli case, into the reasons why a particular person has been 
detained, and so forth. All that this coniinitt4N» will go into, is whether 
the allowance that has been fixed by Government under this section, or 
is going to be fixed, is a proper one or not. There is no use denying 
the fotci that over this question of allowances, there has been a good deal 
of feeling both inside and outside the House. 1 am not discussing the 
quesUon whether such a feeling has been rightly or wrongly expressed. 
What harm can there be if an advisory committee it appointed to help 

10 
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a 0 v«m]ik«iii in deciding qiM»tions of this natnroF We hate hetrd a 
lot during the k«t few days about the want of co-opeiation from respon- 
sible people, and it indeed came with very bad grace from the Ilon’ble 
MemW, Mr. Prentice, for he never really cared for anybody’s co- 
operation. But if lie really and sincerely feels that there is a lack of 
co-operation, here is an offer which is made on behalf of the non-offidal 
members of this House. Why should Government hesitate to take 
the non-o^cial members into their confidence, and even in a manner 
which will not interefere with the final decision of Government P I do 
not think on a motion like this, it is necessary for me to speak at great 
length, but I hope the same impulse which prompted Mr. Prentice to 
accept the last amendment, still animates him, and he will accept this 
one also, which is going to he positively the last amendment. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I support the 
motion. 1 think it is a very reasonable proposition and will not very 
Heriously affect the principle of Mr. Prentice’s Bill. But I must say in 
deference to Mr. Prentice that he has never refused any information 
that he is in a position to give, whenever T approached him in the matter 
of individual (uses, but this inforination has always Wn supplied from 
his own point of view, and he has always been very prompt. T do not 
agree with Mr. Ray that we should not approatdi Government in indivi- 
dual (ases; this is a fonn of non-co-operation with which T am not in 
sym(mthy. I hope Mr. Mookerjee will be as successful in this 
amendment as he seems to have some luck to-day. 


TN Hofi’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am sorrv to disappoint 
Mr. Hay (’howdluiry this time, as 1 am afraid I must optmse these 
amendments. It is perfectly obvious that Mr. Ray's amendment would 
leave the decision regarding tliese allowances in the hands of uon-ofBciala 
who would be entirely irresjmnsible. That cannot possibly be done. 
Mr. MiHikerjee’s amendment is not quite on the same lines. I gather 
from his spet*ch that he does not want u Board of Ap]>eal, but a board 
who will advise Government in the matter. On general principles at 
least we cannot agiee to semi these cu.ses for review before a Board of 
Appeal. Mr. Ray has referred t-o letters which ap|>ear in some news- 
papers. 1 would udvi.se him not to pay too much attention to what 
appei»rs iii these newspapers. For I can tell Mr. Ray that when we 
come to investigate these matters, as a rule we find that most of the 
complaints are unfounded. I can assure the ('ouncil that many of the 
cases put forward are not at all genuine. As 1 told the House, every 
case is inquired into and we get a report from the local officer who makee 
the inquiries. I suggest to Hie (Ouncil that the local officer is in an 
iiifiiiitaly belter ptisition to re^iort on the circumstances of the detenus 
than a board of three non-officials sitting in Calcutta. 
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I regret I caunot ae<^pt either of the«e aiuenclmenta. 

Tlie following motions were then put and lost : — 

**That in clause 5, the following l>e added at the end of the pio)M>sed 
Hec.‘Uou 12, namely: — 

‘Provided that a person under restraint may appeal against the order 
of the Tiocal Government in respect of the amount of allowuuce sanc- 
tioned for him or his family to a Hoard consisting of five n(m-otHcial 
niembers to he appointed hy the Iia<'al Government, and in such cases 
the Local Government shall accept the rcH'oinmendation of the Hoard'.’* 

“That the following proviso he added to the proposed sec tion 12 - 

‘Provided that the Ixsal Government shall appoint a (’conmittee 
consisting of three non-ofiiciul memWrs of the Hengal liegislative 
('ouncil to assist and advise tlie Local Government on matters arising out 
of the operation of this sec tion*.'’ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uest ion iH that clause 5, us amended, 
stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause <i stand |)art of tba 
HiH 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


f’/ciMjtr 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1'he (piestion is that clause 7 stand pari of the* 
Hill. 

The following amendment was calleci hut not moved:— - 

•‘BalNi SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that in 
clause 7 (a), line 2, the figures ‘21(1’ he* omitted." 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (|uestu»ii m that clause 7 idittid part of the 
Bill. 

The* imdioa wm* pat and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIOiNT: The question is that clause 8 stand part of thf 
Bill 

T!ie follciwiijft' umeiidmeiit was ( ailed hut not moved : — 

•••tbu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY to move that in 
clause 8, line the fi^fures ‘210’ be omitted.” 

Mr. PRE8IOENT: The (piestion is that clause 8 stand pert of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Ihe question is that the preamble stand nart 
of the Bill. 

’rhe motion was put and agreed to. 


Thf Hofl’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 beg to move that tin 
Bill, as amended in Council, be passed. I must thank the Council for 
the consideration which they have given to this measure. I again want 
t<i assure the Council that Government does not regard repression as an 
end in itself. It is only a means to an end. Nolwdy has been able yet 
to suggest any other measures by which we can deal with the evil of 
terrorism. If any member of this (mincil has any suggestions to make, 
if he will let me have his name, and if he wants to come and see me, 
I will write him a letter asking him to come and see me. I can assure 
you, we all have the same end in view; we all want to get rid of this 
terrorism in Bengal, and Government has adopted this measure as the 
only pmctical method which has been suggested by which we C 4 in fight 
it. I can assure this (’ouncil again that as soon as this menace of 
terrorism disappears, the Act will die of inanition and will not be used 
for any other purpose tlian that for which it is intended. 


MAJIO RAK8H: 1 beg to oppose the motioD that 
the Bill be passed. I do so with the fullest sense of responsibility I 
can assure the Council and all mir friends heiw, that I have no intention 
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of olmtnicting any motion for the sake of ohMrurtion. I have said in 
thin Conncil, times withont number, that 1 am of a totally different 
way of thinking. I am morally convinced that this is not a remedy. 


p,m. 

I am convinced that this is a remedy which will increase the disease. 
We have learnt this by experience. I think that as soon as this Act 
is applied, sure as night follows the tky, the disease will 
go on increasing. I am not a doctor, and, therefore, I have 
no remedy to suggest. But if a rcmciiy nnist be found out, 
it must not be such as t<» lead to a hopeless state of affairs. 
This I can say that these remedies have been applied from tune to time 
and they have only increased terrorism. That is the only ('onclnsion 
I have arrived at from my experienee. Sir, I have sat in this chamber 
for the last two days and 1 have li8tene<l from the very Wginning to the 
end of the discussion on this Bill. I expected that some light would be 
thrown upon this Bill from this side or the other side which will at least 
carry a little conviction in me tliut the Bill proposed txwday will prove to 
be a real remedy. Sir, in this conneciiou I am reinindeil of a (nrtiH)n 
in the Punch : A lady intending to get into a railway carriagt* carried 
a tortoise with her; the porter stoppotl her Ha\ing that Ire would not 
allow her to take the tortoise with her So she wanted to put the tortoise 
into the dog box and w'as t(dd that it could not be carried there too. 
She said that she liad seen him allow cats and hares in the dog box. 
Then the porter rejrlied “my lady, dogs is d<igh, cats is dogs, hares is rlogs, 
but this tortoise is an hinsect.” Sir, however much this Bill i*« put 
into the form of a legislation, the tact remains that it is not law at all, 
it is a negation of law, it is an Innsect. It is imitrary to the irh^is which 
have been inculcated so long a< cording to the fundamental principles of 
jurisprudence, and it is for this reason that I have chemen to oppose the 
Bill. I know. Sir, tlrat Government have wdsduiu in introrlucing — • 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: On a jHJiiit of ouler, Sir. la view of the fact 
that the pieainble of the Bill has not yet been put, in (Jie hotiTdc member 
within his rights to s[ieak on that subject Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The whole Bill has been put. The preamble 
already forms i>art of tlie Bill. 

Mtulvi SYEO MA4ID OAKSH: Sir, I urn opimsing the whole Bill. 
In this conne<‘tion, I am reminded of a translation of a faiuoits laiiili 
verse by liord Bos(*onion ; “I search, I search, and when 1 find, I lay, 
the wisdom up against the rainy day." The Government and ita 
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»»pok*»<iiiiAii, the Ilon'ble Mr. Prentice, haa lain their wiadom sgaimt a 
rainy day, and we Hhail watch whether it will prove to be of any use. 
Sir, I have already expressed my misfirivinf^ as to the result. I hi^ve 
no ({uarrel with any Government membei. As a matter of fact, 1 am a 
>fient admirer of Mr. l^rentice. Shrewd, resourceful, unscrupulous 
and obstinate, he appeals to my imagination. He believes with George 
Bernard Shaw that consistency and scrupulousness are but the virtues 
of an ass. But I am afraid, Mr. Prentice will find by now that his 
Apple Cart has completely overturned scattering his apples and it is 
imimssible for him to collect them again. I do not like to take tbotime 
of the (’oHiicil any more, but I would like to finish with a Latin verse 
from Horace, wliich liegins thus : “Lucistesatis Edistesatis at quebibiste” 
— which means *‘thou hast eaten enough, thou hast drunk enough, thou 
hast fooled thyself enough — it is time that thou pass off thj stage.” I 
have submitted what I thought about this Bill. I hope to be excused 
if I have given offence to anybody. There is nothing personal in my 
allusions or referenies. But I do believe that this Bill will be more 
harmful than helpful, and I hope that even at this stage it will l>e 
thrown out. If this Bill is passed, you will find in the language of 
Lord Morley a “muW and mua*le<r’ India, but it will cease to be os 
it is thought to he the brightest jewel of the British Crown. 

The motion that the Bengal Criminal liaw Amendment Bill, 1932, 
as settled in Council, l>e passed was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


Amutreiif, Mr. W. L. 

A«iillfs Mr. A M. 

•sl, eabu Lalil Kumar, 
ial, Mr. taral OliUMira. 

Uarfua, Aai iaa<a e am Aaiwi. 

•artity, Mr. C. 

aailr MMa KSaa SaMS MauM Haiaa- 

mH. 

■inimyra, Mr. H. 

•attamlay, Mr. A M. 

CalMa, Mr. 0. J. 

CaMrieear, Maiai^Uanarai w. V. 

Oain, Mr. 0. K. 

Daa, Nil aakiaur Kamint Kumar, 
luaufjl, Miulvi Nur Kahmaa Kkan. 
earaaui, ika Nafi*bla Nawak K. 0. M., Khan 
•alMMiur. 

Uaiitan, Kai lahaeur Suaii Kumar. 

Uhaaa, tha Man'hfa fir a. a. 

•hiMuavi, lha Naii’hia Aliiaai Sir Ah#al- 
harlm. 

mialirlfl, Mr. n. N. 

OMia, Baku Bralulta Kumar. 

•Mar, Mr. 6. W. 

Mapkyiw, Mr. W: i. 

Muaialfi, Mauivi LatalM. 
tumr, Mr. W. A 


Kkan, Maukrl AmliMuMaman. 

Kkan. Kkan Saklk Maulal Muaiaam All. 
Kkan, Mr. Kaaaur Rahman. 

Mttttira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tka Nan'Mt Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mukkapatfkaya, Ral takik Sarat OkaiiAra. 
Nanay, Maharaja Srit ChanAra, af Katim* 
kaxar. 

Naiimusain, ika Nawkla Mr. Kkwaja. 
Oraitk. Mr. a. B. 

Ormana, Mr. E. B. 
efciiaat, Mr. H. e. V. 
eraniiaa. tka Han*kla Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahffltn, Mr. A. F. M. AkAur- 
Ray CkauAhuri, Mr. K C. 

Raaa, Mr. I. 

Ray, Mr. Satlaawar Singli. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, tka Nan‘bit Mr. Bijay FrataA SNifk. 
Sakana, Baku Satya Kinhar. 

•arkar, Sir AaAwialli. 

Sarkar, Rai Sakfk Rakatl Makan. 
•okrawarAy, Hr. N. B. 

Wilkinaaa, Mr. N. 9L 
WarAiwank, Mr. W. 0. 
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NOiS. 


Ali, Mamti Naam. 
null, Mttivi tyttf MaiM. 
CMMtflNiri, Mu KitMri Makafi. 
eiMMilNiri, Or. CMadra. 

CMtfliiiry IHialvI Nml Atar. 
CiMviliiiry, Maalvi AM«l OtaMi. 
Paiiartlali, naalvl MittaiMmad. 
OiMM, Dr. Awwlya natan. 

Nafcjia, llaalirl AMal. 


M ai a tai y , liaitivl Ayta iatalaMia. 
Haiti, Hr. R. 

HaaaariM, Hr. Ayaaiaartaa. 

Aaaaar, MtA Hamiaiaa arttaa. 

Ray, Hr. taaati ARaltiiaraMmr. 

Ray CRaiHiiiiry, Rabu Aatlta ORaaara. 
Rant, Rabu Haaaai. 

Ray, Raba Naribaaaa. 

Ray, Raba RaiyMidra Natb. 


The Ayes bein^ 49 and the Noe'i 18. the i«<»tioi) was mrried. 


The Council was then adjournetl till 8 p in., on Monday, the 29th 
February, 19*^2, at the (\mnril House, (.^alcutta. 
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FrooMdiitgs of the Bangtl Legislatiwe Council ancmbM unilir the 
providons of tlio Covomment of India Act 

The i)0T7NCiL met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houae, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 29th Febniarj', 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Preaant: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir MAMi.miA Nath Ray 
CnAi7miURi, KT., of SuntoMh) in the (3iair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three ITon’ble Ministers and 93 nominated 
and elected members. • 


•tarred Quactions 

(to which oral answers wort givon). 

Assoosmont of rovtnuo of the Noahad taluks and Jotas in Chittagong. 

*77. Rii KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: (u) Is the ilou ble 
Member in chsir^^e of the Revenue Depaitinent awaie- 

(i) that padds is bein^ s<dd at 4 <jn.< pei i \i)>ee in (.’hittagiuifi ; and 

(it) that the settlement offic'e is reeoxerin^ citsts of sun’ey and 
assessing cesses ^iviiifr the price at l§ orM i»er rupee? 

(6) Is it u fact that the assessment of revenue of the Xoabad taluka 
and jotes of (’hitta^ong^ had l>een made in the r’evisional survey on 
the basis of the price of paddy at the rate of Us. ,‘bH to Its. 4 j>«r maund? 

(c) If the ans\\ei to (h) is in the uftinuative. are the Government 
(considering the desirability of revising the assessment of revenue of the 
Noalmd taluks and jotes of Chittngimg rwa a reduced scale? 

MiMBER in ohtrga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (ttia Honlilo 
•ir B. B. Choio): (ot 0 ) No. The price of paddy is reported to be 
Re. 1*8 to Rs. blO per maund. 

(ul No. Survey and (settlement rosts are not based on the price of 
paddy, and the Settlement I)e{>atiinent are not assessing (jesses. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mmlvi 8YED MAJID BAKSHs With reference to my question {a} 
ii) that paddy is being sold at 4 an,» per rupee in Chittagong^ the 
Hon 'ble Member says that it is Rs. 1^ to Rs. MO per maund. May T 
iisk how he arrived at that calculation? 

Tht HonnHa Sir B. B. CHOSE: I have not arrived at this ralrula- 
tion ; it has been reported to me. 

MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: How has the Hon*ble Member 
(onie to the pri(‘e of paddy per mavttd from the given price of paddy 
per an? 

Tha HOfl'bla Sir B. B« CHOSE: That is u question of reduction. 
Anybody who knows anything almut an* w’ould be able to do that — 
perhaps the meinlier does not know what is meant by arts; otherwise he 
aould not have put this question. 

Mltllvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: rnfortuualely I do not know what 
an art is, Will the H on’ble MeinWr kindly give me the I’nlculation? 


EstatM sold for dofaults in Soptombor icisls. 

*78. Rii KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bthadur: Will the 
Hoirble Member in eharg© of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to 
lu.\ on the table a statement showing for each district of Bengal the 
number of estates of [irivate pi-oprietors that have lieen put up to auc- 
tion sale for failure <<► pay the last SeptemlM»r ki*t of land revenue? 

Tho Hon*bl6 Sir B. B. CHOSE: A statement is laid on the Uible. 


State'mtnt referred to in the a^uiccr to starred question So. 7S *hou)ing 
the number of estate* of pnvate propnetor* put up to auction for 
rerenue defaults in September hsi, 193 J. 


Diitricis. 


Number put up 
to euotioii. 


Burdwaa 

... 4 

Birbhum 

... 2 

Bankunt 


Midnapore 

... 18 

Hooghly 

. 21 

Howrah 

... 4 

24-Pargana« 

.. ei 
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PisMoti. 

MhialMr put op 
to aneiioii* 

Nadia 

... 7 

Murshidabad 

... 8 

Jesftwre 

... 5 

Khulna 

... 2 

Eajshahi 

... 2 

Dinajpur 

... 6 

Rangpur 

... 3 

Bogra 

... 3 

Pabna 

... 9 

Malda 

... 1 

Talpaiguri 

... Nil 

Dacca 

... 38 

Myinensingh 

... 3 

Farid pur 

... 20 

Bakarganj 

... 7 

Chittagong 

... 14 

Tippera 

... 18 

Noakhali 

... Nil 

Darjeeling 

... Nil 


flal ICESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI MfOufi Will the 
Hoii’hle Meittlber be pleaned to state the number of private estates that 
failed to pay their revenue for the SeptemWr in due time? 

TIm Hofi'bit Sir B. B. CHOSE: I nuint ask for notice. It is very 
difficult to answer it oflf-hand. 


Notbad ttittks ami Jotaa in Ohittagioiig. 

•7S. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) U the Hon ble 

Meinl)er in charge of the Revenue Department aware 

(i) that the aHsessment of i^venue of the Nrial>ad taluks and jotes 
in Chittagong was made in the revisions] surrey on the basis 
of the price of paddy at the rate of Us. Jt-8 to Rs. 4 per 
maund , but 

iii) that paddy was being sold at the rate of Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8 per 
maund in 1929 and 1930; and 

ttVi) it has eome down to Re. 1 to Re. 1-4 per maund in 1932f 
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{b) If ilte ftii8w«r to (a) i» in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Member be pleased to state what relief, if any, the Government have 
already ^ven or intend to give to the agfrrieved talukdars and jotedare^ 


Tlli Sir B* B« CHOSE: in) u) Nn, the statement is not 

correct. 

(it) It is reported that the price of paddy at Chitts^ronfr was Rs. 2-11 
per inaiind on the avera^ in 1929 and 1930. 

(iii) At the liefrinninjr of February. 1932. it was Re. 1-8 to lie. 1-10 
per mannd. 

<h) As the enhancement was very small in comparison with the 
increase in the dec'eiinial avera>re of the price of rice and as the tenure- 
holders i*eceived lilieral allowani'es Government do not consider that they 
have any ^^rievance, hut further im|uiries will Is* maile liefore <*<unin«’ 
to a final decision in the matter. 


Mauivi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Will the Hon’hie Member he 
pleased to jfive us are idea as to when an inquiry will he made? 

Tht Hon*lilt Sir B. B. CHOSE: I cannot >five any idea. 


UMirioiit Lorn Aot. 

*SS. Maillvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) U the llon’ble Member .ii 
char^ of the Judicial Department aware of the ^neral impression that 
exists that the agricultural j>eop)e of Bengal are in a ho|»eless state of 
iiulebtedness? * 

<6) Have the Government any reason to think that their indebted- 
ness is lai^rely due to the exorbitant rates of interest realised by the 
money-lenders? 

• r) Is it a fa< t that interest even at the rate of lU. 37-8 per cent, per 
annum was decreed last year by the munsifs of the Mytnensingh and 
other districts in Bengal? 

</f) Is the Ilon'hle Member aware that the rate of interest charged 
by Government on agriculturnl loans is (ij |>er cent. |>er annum? 

(e) Is it not a fmt that the attention of Government was drawn to 
the desirability of having the Usurious I/oans Act amended by a ent 
motion at the last budget session of the Council? 

if) Have the (iovernment receivetl {fetitions from the agricultural 
[people pf Bengal re<| nesting Govenmient to take oarly iteps for the 
amendment of the said Act? 
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(g) If the answer to clause (/) is in the affirmatiTe, will the Hon*bie 
Member be pl#*a»ied to state the number of such petitions received 
up-to-date F 

{h) Have the Government taken any steps for amending the 
Usurious Ijoans ActP 

(t) If no action has been taken, what are the reasons? 

0) Are the Goveminent considering the desirability of amending 
the Usurious Ix>ans Act at an early date? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon^We 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes. There is (considerable indebtedness 
among the agricultural population, hut it is difficult to make an accurate 
estimate of the degree of such indebtedness. 

(b) The high rate of interest charged is doubtless an important 
factor, hut the rate itself dej^ends on various considerations. The 
lender has to run considerable risk, unless g<KHl security is forthcoming; 
he has to fa<’.e c(mstant difficulties in enfoiTing his contact and suffers 
frequent losses. His interest charges must cover % these risks, must 
allow for these difficulties, uimI must recoup him his losses. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) 6} per (^ent. 

(c) Yes. 

(f) Yes, 

(g) Roughly 7,600 petitions have Ijeen received, but the requests 
made in them voried and in some no reference was made to the 
Usurious IxHins Act. 

{h)t (i) and (j) The member is referred to the answer given to 
Mnulvi Abdul Hamid Shah's unstarred question No. 36 at this session. 

MCUivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hon'hle Member aware that 
I myself have submitted a Rill alnnit usurious loons? 

The Hcn’lilt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, I am. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: AVili the Hon'hle Member he 
pleased to tell me when I shall be able to introduce the Bill and when 
sanction will Im* received? 

The Hcil’bic Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE: No orders have been 
received yet. 

Mauivi iVED MAJID BAKBHt Will the Hon'ble Member b« 
pleased to say what is the present state of the Bill? 



QUESTIONS. 


IWL] 


uer 


Tiw Hw'bto Mfi Wi Di Ra PRKNTICEs It i» uodar conwilaration. 


Mmilwi SYEO MAJIO BAKSH: Is it mider the ronsiiieratioii of th« 
Government of Bengal or the (Jovenniient of Indium 


TII6 Hofl’lllf Mf. W* D« Ra PRENTICES (hivenimt'nt of Bengal. 

MftUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH* Will the llon'hle Memlver Iw 
pleaded to tell us what is the reeoiumeiidation of the (ioverniueiil of 
Bengal H 

TII6 HOfl^Wi Mfa Wa Da Ra PRENTICE a No rei oniinendation hart yet 
been made. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM*. With leganl tt» ans\\ei (r», uja\ I know 
if the (Government (‘Oiirtider that interest at the rate of lU. dT-H /o r <ynr. 
jter ainiuni is very evorhitant? 

Thi Hoil*llla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afniid I have no 
knowledge of the eoiidition td things in Mymensingh oi of the 
eireumstances under which it was allowed. 


Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: .\m I to understand fr(»m answet 
<h) that the Hon’ble Menil>er does not make any difFeren<*e lad ween the 
lortfl incurred in th^ case of one person and ivcovered f^mi another 
person 

Tha Hofi’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Although the <{uerttton is 
addresMnI to the Hon’lde Memllier (Judicial), the niattei* really loncetms 
the Revenue l)e|Mirtment. 1 said what they told nie^ Iml what their 
views are on (his ({uestion I do not km»w. 


Milaaga of roadt in indaa thana of Bankura. 

*S1. Babu SATYA KINK AN BAH AN A: {a) Will the Hon bb 

Member in charge of the Revenue DepaTiment be pleaaed to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the Hadar and Vi«hnupur subdivisions 
of I be Bankttra district— 

(f) the areas in square miles; 

(it) the poinilation ; 

(ill) the amount of road cess realised; and 
(tr) the mileage of tnoedi ? 



Ill QUESTIONS. [2»th Ute., 

(h) Will the Eon’bie Member be alim pleeaed to loy oft ib* table 
a statement ahowinj;: for the Indaa thana of the Vishnupur snbdiTisioa — 

(t) the area in square miles; 

(it) the population; 

( Hi) the number of villages ; and 
(ir) the mileage of roads? 

Ttif HOflHHe Sir B. B. CHOSE: (o) and (h) Statements are laid on 
the table. 


StatemeniM referred to in the answer to starred question No, 81. 


Banlciirft diitriot 






Mtlaafpe of 
roa^. 

Hadsr iiubdiviiiioii 

I.a33 

7HH.60S 


sao 

Vithnupur aubdivMton 

7U 

323.113 

.... 



* As OMMPM srs msmnmkI by astatM *iul not by Mubdivisions ssfsimto flgurwi for cm» 
osnnot he given. 



Arf« in square 
milen. 

PopuUtioii. 

Number of 
vdlagee. 

.Mileage of 
room. 

IndM th«»« 

as 

4S.132 

' isif j 

34 milM 2 





furlongf.t 


t Atxioniing to iurisdiotion liet. 

X Mtlesge of tiistrict end local l>o«itl roads. 


^S2. Mayivi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYl (a) Will the 
Hon’ bio Meml>er in charge of the Political Department be |ileaseii to 
state whether it is a fact that food or other allowances of detenus have 
bc^n considerably mluced? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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Wfllltlt im akwit cf POLITICAL OIPARTMINT (CM HwiWt 

|ft>. W. 0. IL PmitiM): (a) Tbe die»«rj- and niontJily altowanm af 
diWnus have been mlured by (Dovernment with effwt from Ut 
I)(>cerober, 

(6) It was held that the scales of allowances which had beeu in 
force for several yeivrs were capable of redaction. 


MauivI 8YE0 JALALUOOIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon hie 

Memfier be pleased to state the pnipintioii of mlui tion in the dietary 
and allowances? 


Tha Hofl’bla Ufa W. D. R. PRENTICE: (’innunstanres varyinjf, this 

also varies. 


Ufa SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hou*ble Member 
]»e ]di*aHed to state if the allowances have l»een reduced in every case? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: In every rase of a ]>erson 

confined in camp or jail. 

Rai 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DA8 Rahadur: Will (he Hon ble 

Member lie pleased to say to what extent the diet allow unce has Iieen 
reduced ? 

Tha Han’Mi Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (iovernmenl are not 
prepared to jri'e that in formation. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA 8ANERdl Bahadur: Will the 
Hoirble Meml)er l>e pleased to state whether this has Iw^en done as a 
measure of retrenchment? 

Tha HonTila Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ft has )>een done after 
considerinff all the circumstances. 


Ptatfami for tha Batitahali railway ataClofi. 

*83. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: (ni With reiereme o 
the rejdy given to starred question No. 51 at tlm (JcHinril meeting bold 
on the 11th February , 1931, will (he llon'ble Meml>er in irhnrge of the 
Public W%)rkH (Hail ways) Dcjsirtment lie {deased to lay on the table 
a statement showing in ligun»s for the Inst five years in resjiect to each 
of the eight stations therein refenoil to — 

(t) the density of the {xuiseiiger traftic; 

(it) the income derived from the |iossonger traffic; and 
(m) the income derivwl from the goods traffic? 
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(d) Hpw many raided fda^onna, out of tke liave been 

oonatnicted P 

(c) When i» the turn of Bansabati likely to come? 

MEMBER in Ohirga of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
ME NT (ttiO Hon’bla Mr. A. Marr): (a) The labour involved in compiling 
the .siateineni viould be exresijive and Government regret they are not 
prepared to undertake it. 

(h) Only one. 

(r) Owing to financial ntringency it cannot be stated when a raised 
platform will be provided at BnnaalMiti. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: With reference to the reply 
given to (c), will the llon^de Member l>e pleased to say if he is aware 
that tlie daily average income of the Bansabati station is over Rs. 1,000 
and that this increase justifies its Wing provided with a raised platform? 


Tbt Hon*blt Mr. A. MARR: I am not aware. 


Muhammailiii GiroM OBIoert, Bakarganj. 

^S4. MauIvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Apiw)iiitment l^ejuirtment aware — 

(i) of the [Kiucity of Muhamuiadan circle officers at present in the 
district of Bakarganj ; and 

(it) that almost all the union Ijoards are conducted by a large body 
of Muhammadan members? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of deputing a sufficient number of Muham- 
madan circle officers to the said district? 


MEMBER in Oliargn of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Honlilo Mr. W. D. R. PrMilioo): (a) (t) Yes. 

(u) A large majority t>f the members of the union boards are 
Muhammadana. 

(b) The attention of the Commissioner of the Dacca Division will 
be drawn to ibis question. The posting of members of the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service within a division rests with the Goraraissioner of 
diviaiofi. 
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NMiHtlM of Hit raport of tho Pracoodiiip of tho BongM LogioUitiM 
O t un oil In niii^-^rt. 

•85o Mfo NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* Will the HoirUle Meratver 
in charge of the Political Department be pleuscfl to atiite whether it 
is a fact — 

(i) that the Special Officer laus directed the ('alcuitn newspaper* 
nut to publish re|>orts of the PriM'eedings of this ('ouncil 
without previously submitting the re|)orts to him; and 

uO that when askcnl he ix^fused to reduce his orders into writing I' 


Thn Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) The l^iess Offi.er 
advised some newspaiiers to exercise care in publishing Proce«<lings of 
the Council as, whilst speeiffies in the Ctmncil ari^ jwivileged, this pri- 
vilege does not extend to the publication of the «|ieeches. Some news- 
papers suggested that their re|>orts might l)e examimnl by him liefore 
publication and he repeate<l the suggestion to some other newspapers. 
Actually none has been so examined. 

(it) One iia|)er iiroiHisf^l that he should reduce his suggeation into 
writing. Tfe replied in effect that his functions were advisory, and 
then* were no onlers to rwluc’e to writing. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'hle Member l>e 
pleased t(» state if tlie Press Offieer, in stating tliat the jirivilege does 
not extend to the publieation of the sjieeehes, was giving his own opinimi 
or that of the (hivernnient V 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: As far as 1 know, he was 
giving his own opinion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is the Oovemment now in a 
position to state whether this privilege does or d<K*s not extend to the 
publication of spoecbes? 

Tht Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: As far as I understand, bis 

advice was corrwd. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Was legal advice taken 

Tbt H0fi*bM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ye*. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is it the function of the Pres* 
Officer to give advice when called upon by the newspapers or even wb«w ... 
not callU upon to do mt 


11 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[29tb Fkb. 


Tli« Hon’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The newspapers frequentl^^ 
complained that they did not ffet any help in the matter of censorshif 
of thiriffs like this. I think the Press Officer was carrying out hi* 
duties when he acted as he did. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Honble Member b( 
pleased ttt state if the Press Officer in this instance gave this advicf 
after being refjuested to do soP 

The Hoii*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Honble Member be 
pleasetl to state whether it is not necessary for the Press Officer to keep 
a record of the advice that he gives to the newspapers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is not abs^dutely 
necessary. Tliere is u lot of verbal discussion ; he does not keep a diary 
of that. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Does the Press Officer give 
advice on legal matters free of charge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It was not legal advice. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Put in view of the fa(*t that he 
has been uctually giving legal advice, will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us whether it has been given free of charge? 

The Hon’hle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. No Government officer 
charges anything for the advice that he gives. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI BahMhir: Will the 
Hon 'hie MeudKT l>e pleased to state if the Press Officer issued instruc- 
tions only to Calcutta papers or to papers in other parts of India? 

The Hoo^ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He is only Press Officer 
for Bengal. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERill Bahadur: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state how long will this advice remain in force? 


The Haai*Me Mr. W* D. R. PRENTICB: Till it is declared to be bad. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state whether the Press Officer issues instructions to the 
Calcutta papers only or to papers in other parts of India as well? 

The Hon’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: To all newspapers iu 

Bengal 

MtiHvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: AVill the Hon’hle Membc^r be 
pleased to state whether the Law Meinlier of the Government of India 
has not expressed the opinion that the onlers have made no cdiange in 
the matter of the publication of the Council pnneedingsF 

TNl Hon«bla Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: He expressed the opinion : 
“In my opinion, the Ordinances have made no change in the ordinaiy 
law of the land in the matter of publication in the public press ttr 
otherw’ise of the pnacedings of the legislature.” 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: In view of the opinion of the Ijqw 
M ember, will the Honide Meml>er now allow the newspapers to publish 
the reports of the pixiceedings of the I.#egisl8tive Council? 

TN Hofi*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ro far as the opinion applies,, 
it will be followed. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to stale why does the Press Officer issue such instructions to 
Calcutta newspapers? 

Tha Hon^bM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have already explained 
that it is because the newspapers fre<|uently complain that they do not 
get advice as to the publication of information. 


Aimiwunt of Noibad Ulubi of ChltUgong. 

*88. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Wii) the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Kevenue Department Ixj ph^imi to state — 

(t) in which year the last revisional survey operation took place 
in each of the p(jlic‘e>staiions, namely, Banskbali, Satkania, 
Ramu, Chakaria, Anwara; 

(ft) at what rate the paddy was sold per maund in those thanat 
ai the time ol the assessment ; and 
(tit) what is ih# price of paddy in the enrrmit yiar? 
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(b) Wluit was the standard taken per acre of land in eaeh of tlu»ee 
thanas to assess the Nijdakhaii lands of the Noabad talukdars? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether in the 
assessment of annual assets consideration was directed towards the 
price of paddy prevailing’ then? 

(d) Have the Government ascertained that the produce of (me acre 
of land at present does not cover the cultivation charges for that land? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the price of the entire paddy 
pnKluced from one acre of land is not sufficient to pay up the Govern- 
ment demands for that land? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of protecting 
the landlords of Chittagong by remitting half the revenue of the Noa- 
bad taluks and jotes till there is a rise in the price of paddy? 

(p) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how many defaulters of the Noabnd taluks in Chittagong were 
allowed time for payment of Government dues; 

(it) what were their respective dues; and 

(tit) what is the number of the said mahals iu arrears in connection 
therewith ? 

(h) Is the Iloti'ble Member aware that the Noabad talukdars are 
incapable of |mying Government dues now? 

(t) Has not the Swretary, ('hittagong Zamindars’ Association, 
brought to the notice of Government the grievances of the samindars, 
talukdars and jotedars of Chittagong by submitting copies of the reso- 
lutions arrived at in the mating of the Assixdation held in the month 
of December last? 

(;) What were the grievances set forth in the resolution to be 
redressed ? 

{k) What conclusions were come to by the Government in respect 
of the said grievances ? 


Tilt Honlllt Sir B« CHOSE: (a) (i) Anwara, Banskhali and 
Saikimia — 1924-27; Kamu and Chakaria — 1926-28. 

(ft) No statistics of the pricse of poddy are kept and the aaseesment 
was not based on the price of poddy at the time ol assessment. 

(Hi) It is reported to be Rs. 1-8 to Rs. MO a maund in Chittagong. 

(6) The good lands were valued at the average raiyati rate for 
the village and other lands at lower rates. 

((?) Yes indirectly, because raiyati rents were enhanced after com- 
paring the average prioe of rioe for the deoeimial periods precedu^t the 
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tMit and tlie present aaseeaments by four aniuui in the rupee only 
alilioag^ tbe increase justified by law was about ten annas in tbe 
rupee. 

(d) No. The cost of labour has also fallen. 

(e) No. Assessment was low and allowances liberal. 

(/) No. 

(9) (t) 378. 

(it) Hs. 82,967-5-1. 

(Hi) 1,726, 

(h) No, there is no indication that Noabnd talukdnrs j^enendly are 
incapable of paying. 

(i) Yes. 

(j) It is alleged that the rents payable by talukdurs and jotedain 
and the cess on revaliiatitm are excessive owing to the full in the price 
of paddy. 

(k) The matter is under consi denit ion, 

[Certain supplementary questions were asked in Bengali by Hnji 
Badi Ahmed Chowdhury to which answers were given by the Ilon^ble 
Sir B. B. Ghoae in Bengali,] 


Bofigil Tonsney (Amandmofit) Aot—Provislon in rtiptot to borgodM, 

•to. 

••7. Mr. R. HAITI: (o) Is the Ilon’ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue TVpartment aware — 

(i) of the declaration made on the 3rd May, 1928, by the ibeo 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1928, as set forth in parngnij>h 7 of the State- 
ment <if Objects and Reus^^mH for the said Bill to the follow- 
ing effect: ‘*This new provision (with n*sp<H’t to hnrfjmlnrM 
or adhiarjt or hhajf(haM$) wdll ajqdy with r»'tro«jS'cti\e effect 
e\'en to these cultivators of this class (harfffidrtrn or fidhutrg 
or hhaffrha$is) who have lK»en reconled in the Record of 
Rights ns rnjyais or under-raiyats and 

tfj) of the decision of the Calnitta High Cemrt rejiorte<1 in Volume 
34 of the Calcutta Weekly Notes at page 845 holding that 
the definition of harfjadafM or adhinrt or hhn^rhoMi» given 
in section 3, clause 17 of the Bengal Tenancy Act at 
amemied by the Bengal Tenancy {Ameodmeot) Act IV of 
1028 is not retroapectiTe in its effect f 
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(b) Will the Hoa’ble Member be pleaaed te state wbat st^, if 
any, the Government are contemplating to give effect to the original 
intention of the Government? 


Tht Hoit’lile Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) (t) Tes. 

(it) Yes. 

(6) The addition to sub-section 17 of section 3 of the Act was 
amendtHl by the Council and i)assed after long debate and Government 
are not at present contemplating any amendment. 


DStemi Mr. SubiMa Chtmlra Bm$. 

*SS. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose is at present confined in the 
Seoni or any other of the jails in the Central Provinces; 

(it) under what section or regulation he is being detained in 
custody; 

(iii) whether it is a fart that Mr. Bose has been detained under 
Bengal Regulation III of 1818 by a warrant issued by the Government 
of India; 

(iv) whether the treatment that is being meted out to Mr. Bose in 
jail is direrttul by the Government of India or the Government of 
Bengal or the Central Provinces Government ; 

(fi) whether it is a fact that the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 
provides that the State prisoner should l>e kept according to his rank 
and station in life; 

(ri) what amount has been sanctioned for Mr. Bose*s diet and 
other incidental expenses. 

(Wi) what amount was sanctioned as diet allowance when Mr. Bose 
was detained under Regulation III of 1818 between the years of 
1924-27; 

whether it is a fact that Mr. Bose has been kept in solitary 
confinement ; 

(tjr) whether it is a fact that on the 20th January, 1932, Mr. Bose 
fell seriously ill at Seoni with acute alMiominal pain and other troubles 
necessitating immediate medical attendance; 

(j-) what step# have Wn taken since then to improve conditions in 
Ihe Seoni Jail for Mr, Boee; 
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(jTi*) whether any facilities are given to Mr, Bose for his physical 
eiercise and recreation; and 


(nt) whether it is a fact that hia movements are confined to a 
small yard even during day time? 


TN Hon’bl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (t) He is confined in the 
Central Provinces. 

(ti) and (ni) Under Regulation III of 1818 hy a warrant issued hv 
the Governor-General in Council. 

(ic) In all cases under Regulation III of 1818 the orders are 
issued by the Governor-General in Council. 

(v) The member is referred to the provisions of the Regulation. 

(ri) and (rii) Ftde answer to (tr). 

(vtii), (i>), (j-), (ri) and (rii) Government have no information. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOICERdEE: Will the Honlde MeinW be 
pleased to state whether there are any rules which prevented Govern- 
ment from obtaining inhirtnution? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The matter is entirely for 
the Government of India to deal wth. 


Co-op«rativ6 oolofiiiatiofi it BadirltiMilh 

*88. Haji BAOl AHMED CHOWDHURYt Will the Ilon’bU 
Minister in charge of the Agric ulture and Industries (Co-o|»erativ©) 
IVepartment be pleased to state— 

(a) the rate jier nmund at which paddy was wold this year in the 
Co-operative roloni*ation at Badarkhali in the district of (’hittagong? 

(b) Did the sale take place with the knowledge of the Government 
officers? 

MINISTER in cKargn of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(C(M)PERATIVE) DEPARTMENT (tlia Hofi’bit Nawili K. C. M. 
ParW|Ui| KIumi Bahadlir): (a) At Rs. lA to Rs. 1-5 I)er maund in 
December, 1951. There haa since b(H»n a slight rise in the price of 
poddy. 

(6) No. The sale of paddy is a matter of internal administration of 
the society ; there is no reason therefore why Government officers should 
be aware of it. 

[Certain supplementary questions were asked in Bengali hy Haji 
Badi Ahmed Chowdhury to which answera were given by the Hon’ble 
Nawab K. G, M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, in Bengali.] 
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ittifcing facilftiat for fiolfiing tho mill intfutlry of Sanluiri. 

•M tibu SATYA KINKAR SAHANA; (a) Will the Hcm’ble 
Member in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the district of Banknra — 

(i) the condition of the mill industry; and 

(ii) number of mills, rice, oil and others? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e please<l to state whether there is 
any l)nnking facility for helping the mill industry of BankuraP 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
b<* pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have been taking 
or contemplating to take for banking facilities in the district? 

MEMBER in oliarga of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi*ble 
Mfi A. Merr): (//) (/) and iii) The number of rice, oil and other mills 
registered under the Indian Fac tories Acl in the district of Bankura 
is — 

Kice-inills ... 11 

Oil-mills ... 2 

Railway Workshop ... 1 

It is understood that, in common with other industries, the above 
industries have suffered from the prevailing economic depression. 

(h) and (c) So far us Government are aware, there are no special 
banking facilities in Bankura for the alK>ve mills, and Government do 
not contemplate taking any steps to provide banking facilities in the 
districts. 

BabU SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Will the HoiTble Member be 
pleascMl to state why Government do not contemplale taking any stepR 
to provide* bunking fac ilities in tlic* distric t of Bankura? 

Th# NNMi’bl* Mr. A. MARR: Government have nothing to do with 
banking wiTniigeineiitH excc‘pt through the Co-oin'rative Dc'partnient. 


Librariit. 

*•1. MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHASAlS (a) Will the Hon Me 

Minister in charge of the Education Deimrtment be pleased to state 
whether tha statistical returns are obtained annually from the public 
librariMi by the District Inspectors of Schools, Hooghly and othtr 
districts f 
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(h) Earn many of the libraries in each diatrict submit such returns 
and what action is taken on these returns? 

(o) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to sUte the nature of train- 
ing given to the teachers at the Teachers' Training Colleges and in 
^formal Training Schools for the management of the school libraries? 

(d) Is it a fact that efficiency of teachers is tested by the Inspectors 
of the Education Department in {)opulanxing the K*hool libraries to 
create a regular reading habit among the students? 

(e) If the answer to clause (//) is in the negative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of issuing necessary instructiofit to 
the staff of the Education Department on the subject? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): IteturnM are obtained annually 

by tbe District l!ispe<tors of Schools from Scientific and Literary 
Soi ietie.s which include public libraries. 

(h) (joveinment have no sepuiute information in regard to public 
libraries. The returns referred to in flie answer to («) aWve are con- 
solidated and recorded, 

ic) None. 

(J) No sjiecinl test of efficituicy is held, but teachers are ur^ed to 
siigcrest suitable InM/hs to 1k>vh for home study and thus to foster a regular 
reading habit. 

(r) Does not arise. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIS With reference to answer (h), 
will the Hon hle Minister be plcaseil to state what objection there can 
be of having a separate return like this? 


The Hon’bic Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The excessive labour 
and expenditure involved. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister Ire pleased to state what objection there can 
be to issue the necessary instructions to the officers of the Education 
Department for the management of .Hchcad libraries? 


TIm HmPbM Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: That will neceasiUU 
tli» tpiertaiamani of apecial teachera and will alao maaii aiira 
expenditure. 
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Holiday fOr Y’aidiliaiii tharif. 

Mailivi ABUL KASEMs (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charfre 
of the Finance Department aware that Fatiha Y^asdaham is an import- 
ant Muhammadan festival? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member Im? pleased to state whether the Government are considering the ' 
desirability of declaring the Y’azdaham Sharif as a holiday under an 
executive order? 

MEMBER in diargo of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’IMo 
Mr. A. Marr): (u) Government are not prepared to express an opinion 
as to the relative importance of Muhammadan festivals. 

(b) No. 


Indapandonoo Day oolabrationa. 

^93. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the lion ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact — 

(i) that the rommi8.Hioner of Police ordered on the 25th January, 
19.‘12, the editors of the Calcutta newspapers not to publish 
any reiwrts of the Independence Day celebrations; and 
(ti) that he further directed the non-puhlicntion of that order? 

Tlio Hon’IMa Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) The Commissioner of 
Police onlered them not to puhlish notices or references advertising the 
celebrations on the 26tb January. 

(ti) Yes, 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether in the opinion of Government the direction 
mentioned in answer (ii) is an honest direction? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that rpiestion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Ihe answer is that the Commis- 
sioner of Police directed the non-publication of the order which he made. 
I want to know whether Government endorsed it. 

Tilt Hoil^blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware tWt it was 

referred to Gtiveminent. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Will the Hon’Kle Member be 
pleased to state whether in a similar case Government will consider the 
fairness or otherwise of the order? 

The Hon’llto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Each order will be 
considered on the circumstances thereof. 


Text-Book Committoe. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: (a) Is the 

ITon’ble Minister in charj^ of thq Eduiuttion lK*iiiirtmont aware that 
certain serious mistakes have been {minted out in the text-books 
approve<l by the Bengal Text-lbmk (Vunmittee? 

(b) Are the Government (mnsidering the desirability of — 

(i) enlisting, in future, the services of experts on a more liberal 
scale ; 

(ii) introducing a system of payment for this iinimrtant work; and 
(iu) reviving the scheme of submission of fees along with text- 
books as originally devised but given up? 

Tho HofPblo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: (a) Certain defects 
in some of tlie approved Issiks were biiuight to the notice of the Text- 
Ikmk Commit tfM*; these iMsvks have Imen rtM'xamined and the defw'is 
communicated to the authors or [mblishers for correction. 

(6) (i) Goveniment re< ognis© the desirability of utilising the services 
of experts and do so ns far as the constitution of the (Committee permits; 
a more extensive use of such exiw»rts is not jKwsible until the scheme 
referred to in the answer to h (it) and (iii) is intnMluml. 

(it) and (m) A scheme has Inmn fiamed and apjiroved, whereby a 
charge will be made for each b<s>k submittetl to the Committee for 
approval and fees will l»e jiiid for the examination of those Wmks: 
effect could not be given to this scheme, as the financial effect could 
not be eetimate<l, and it is not likely to Im iniroducetl until financial 
conditions improve. 


8-30 p.m. 

Rai KEiNAB CHANDRA BANERdI Bahadurs Will the Hon’blo 
Minister la* pleased to explain the d<‘fcetH mentioned iu answer (o t? 

Tilt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN; The cost of offi^m 

establishinefit, etc. 
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Rai KCtHAB OHANDIIA iANEII4l iat t aBur : Will tbe Hon^le 
Minister be pleased to state why the defects were not noticed by the 
Text-Book Committee? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: After all, the persons 
who ffo throujfh these books are honorary workers and they mif^ht have 
overlofiked these defects. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI Bahadurs Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether su< h defects are of frequent 
occurrence ? 

TN Hon’Ma Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: They are not of 

frequent occurrence, considering? the fa('t that a very larfje number of 
b(M>kN have to he #?one throuf?h in a short time. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI Bahadur: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he pleased to state whether he is aware of the existence of 
discontent amonf? the pul)lic about the <onHtitution and work of this 
body ? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN; No. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the averaj?e of the nuiuber of ])(>ok» submitted to 
this committee during? the last few years? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN; 1 want notice. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the fee eharg“ed f(»r each book? 

TN Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: No fee is charged. 


Rataa for goodi trallla 

•BS. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Is the Hon^bla 
Member in charge of the (\>mmerce Deixirtment aware that owing to 
the general economic de|ire«sion all over the country, the inland trade 
and commerce of Bengal have been considerably affected? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state whether, in view 
of the ecoTiomic and tnide depression in the country, any reduction ol 
freight for goods which may be calculated to Nip Bengal has Nen 
ma^ by the railway and steamer companies in the year 1981? 
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(e) If MMBWvr to (6) is in tho nagniiTOt aio tli* Ooremment 
desirability ol recommeiiding the railway and steamer 
autborities to give reduced freight facilities to Bengal for coQunodities 
such as cloth, cotton, timber, co«l and leather, etc. ? 

The Hon’lila Mr. A. MARR: (a) Yee. 

{b) Yes. The Joint Inland Steamer romi»nies and the Eastern 
Bengal Railway reduced their rates for go<xls tnillic genenilly during 
1931. The East Indian and the Bengal-Nag]>ur Railways were unable 
to reduce their rates. 

(c) No. The Oovernmeut of Bengal have no jurisdiction in this 
matter. 

Rli Bahidlir SATYENDRA KUMAR DASs Will the Hou'ble 
Member be pleased to state if the reduction in the rate of carriage was 
effected at the request of the (lovernnieiit H 


Ths Hon’blt Mr. A. MARR: I re<piire noti<e. 

Ral KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: Will the Hon'hle 
MeraWr be pleased to state the priiit iiile followed hy (he Kastern Bengal 
Kailwuy and the steainei <(»mpanies in n‘dui ing the rates 

Tha Hofl^bla Mr. A. MARR: 1 am not aware what primiple was 
followed. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI BahaAjr: What is the per. 

centage of n^luction effected.*^ 

Tha HaiYblt Mr. A. MARR: 1 do not know. 


*91. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAIAI: (a) WUl th# Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the E<lucation l>ejwrtment be ^eased to state 
whether copies of tim resolutions adopted at the Thud All-Bengal 
library Conference held under the jireiadency of 1^. Newton Mohan 
Dutt, Cuiutor of State Libniriee, Baroda, have been forwarded to this 
GoTertuMuiP 
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(6) If the answer to (a) ia in the affirmative, wiU tlie Hon’ble 
Miniater be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken or is 
proposed to be taken on the same? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Musttiman Wakf Aot. 

*97. MiulYi MUHAMMAD H0B8AIN: (n) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the Mussalman Wakf Act, 1923 (XLII of 1923), has been 
given effect to throughout the presidency of Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any action has been taken by the 
different district judges of the province, particularly by the District 
Judge, Bukarganj? 

(c) If the Act has not been given effect to, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons why the Act has not yet been given effect to; and 

(it) when the Oovernment contemplate taking steps in the matter? 

TN Hofi*bM Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, sections 2 
to 13 of the Act, with the exception of clause (o), and the words **in 
the cose of any other wakf* in clause (6), of section 6, have been 
introduced in this province with effect from the Ist June, 1927. 

(h) Government have no information. 

(c) Docs not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: In view of the 
very great importance of this matter to the Moslem community, does 
not the Ilon’ble Minister consider that (iovernrnent should have 
information on this mutter? 

Tha H0ll*hit Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: So far the public have 
evinced no interest in this matter, because as far as we know, no action 
has yet been taken by a District Judge. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is there any 
control over the action to be taken by a District Judge in this matter? 


Tha Nau^Wa Mr. KNWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I want aoNoa. 
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OkmUtr forHidciiiig teaohars <rf Cimnmmi soho^li from Miidirtakliig 

private tuition. 

♦9S. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: (a) Will the MinUter 
in charge of the Kdumtion Deptirtment lie j>Iea»o<l to state whether a 
circular has been issued forbidding teachers of Oovemment schools 
fn>m undertaking private tuition without the previous i)ermia8um of 
Government being obtained in each jiarticulnr case? 

(b) If the answer to (rt") is in the affirmative, is the Ilon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of an early modification of the 
order and of allowing teachers of Government schools to undertake the 
tuition of girls, and sj>e<‘ially in places where there are no girls' 
schools? 

Thv Hon’bte Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. as under 
the Fundamental Rules the previous permission of Government is 
required before a Government servant may undertake outside work or 
ac€e|it remuneration for it. 

(h) Government have rtH'ently formulated general jirinciplcs to 
govern the consideration of each cam. The question of delegating to 
subordinate authorities their jiower to grant permission in accordance 
with these principles is under consideration. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR 6A8U: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether one of the general principles formulabMl is to 
allow teache^^i of (Government schmds U> undertake private tuition of 
girls, esp«‘ciallv in places where there are no girl scluads? 

Tha Hon’blf Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: N(». 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU; Is the Government considering 
the desirability of a modification of the order allowing teachers of 
Government schools to undertake the tuition of girls, especially m 
places where there are no girl schools? 

Thv Him’bte Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: If permission is asked 
for from Government, such iwrmission is ordinarily granted subject to 
the rulijs already laid down in connc*ction with private tuition by 
teachera of Government schools. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hoirble Minister ba 
pleased to state if Government is considering the issue of a general rule 
of that dcMuiption allowing teachers of Govemmaat achools to under- 
take tuition of girls in places where there are no girl sihoolsf 
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Tim Hoii’M Mr. KHWAM NAZtMUDDINs A ^eral rule cannot 
be given exc^t the principle that the application will have to be made 
to the suWdiiiate authority for permission. Subject to that in all 
cases perniission may be given wherever asked for. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERill Bahadur: Will the Hon bh 

Minister be pleased to state what he means by ‘^subordinate authority”!' 
Whether he means by it that the power is supposed to be delegated to 
the District Inspector or any officer subordinate to him? 


The Hoffi’hie Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As a rule the Director 
of Ibiblic Instruction and in some cases the Inspector of Schools. 


BaUiime Coilaga. 

«MA. Maulvi 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: (a) Is the 

Ooveniment aware of the fact that b(i girl students of the Bethune 
College have been rusticated by the Principal of tlie said College? 

(h) If the answer t<> (o) be in the allirmative, is the (lovernment 
aware of the reason of taking such a drastic step by the Priiuipal? 

(r) Is the (lovennueiit aware of the fact that Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
KT., cj'- Vice-Chan cel lor of the (‘abutta Cmversity, was refused inter- 
view by the Principal? 

(d) Are the (lovernment thinking the desirability of interfering in 
this matter? If not, why not? 


TN Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; (a) Yes, except that 
the nuiiiW is incorrect. Fifty-four girls were rusticated and the 
rustication orders have been cancelled in the case of three girls. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No, It is not a fact that he was refused an interview. 

(d) No, They understand that the matter is under consideration by 
the govemilig Inufy of the college and the Director of Public Instruction 
as the result of representations received. 

Mauivi 8YED JALAtUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will tlie Hon ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for (lovernment not taking any 
action in the matter? 

Tha Mf. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: In the iiitereete of 

diacipline. 
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Ufa SHANTI SHEICH ARE9WAIK RAY s Wili th® Hon'bld Miiiitiioi' 
{)• pleA86d to state whether the rustication orders were passed in 
ooasultation with, or at the instance of, the Director of Public 
Instruction f 


Til# Mf« KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINs Yes, in consultation 

with the Director of Public Instruction. 

iii** SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEEs Will the llon'blo Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was a meeting of the governing Iwnly 
held to consider the question?' 

Tlli Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Yen, there was a 
meeting of the governing body. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the llon'blo Minister 
ho pleased to state whether the matter has be<*n settled satisfactorily?^ 

The Hon’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, I think the 
Director of Public Instruct itm will ai'cept the recommendations of the 
governing bmly. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the lion’hle Miniver be 
pleased to assure the House tliiil he will see that the mutter will he 
satisfactorily s(‘ttled, so that suppleineiiturv questions may not havt* to 
be pnty 

Tha Hofl'ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 cannot say «iciiiutely, 
but there is every probability that the recoin mendutioiis of the governing 
body will be accepted by the Director of Public Instruction. 


UmUrrtcl Quattitmt 

(aiMWfn to whicti mroro laid on tho Ublo). 

Propogandn for non piymont of duoo in Tippora antf otNr pi aoofc 

S4. BNbtt KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Membar 
in charge of the Political Department be ideaaed to atate— 

(t) whether the Government are aware of the miachievouii propa- 
ganda for non-payment of ronbi and due# to the mahajana 
and tradeni, carried on by miachievous and revolutionary 
persons in the district of Tippera and other |daoes; and 
(»t) if so, whether the Government have taken or propose to take 
any steps to suppress the movement F 


12 



Ifi QUESTIOlfS. 129 tu F*b, 

Hit Heirat Hr. W. 0. R. MiRTIOIl (t7 Ym, in oertwn tneaa 
(u) Action hsa been taken by tbe Diatnei Mi^tralee of Noakbali, 
^nppera and Mymenaingh undM* tbe Gnndnal Procedure Oode and tbe 
Emergency Powers Ordinance to stop miscbieToos propaganda. Since 
tbe riot at Huasainabad tbe police in Tippera district have been 
reinforced. 


Previneiil EngineaHng tenrioe. 

$S. Mauivi SYED MAdIO BAKtH: (a) Will tbe Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of tbe Public Works Department be pleased to state 
what educational qualification is necessary for the post of Assistant 
Engineer in the Provincial Engineering Service? 

(h) Is it a fact that recently an overseer has been promoted to the 
Provincial Engineering Service with the rank of Assistant Engineer? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will tbe Hon’ble 
Minister In* phrased to state under what spe<‘ial (dminiHtances this 
gentleman has been promoted to the Provincial Service? 

(il) Is it a fact that this gentleman is only a passed sub-overseer 
of a Technical School? 

(s) Is it a fact that tbe promotion of this officer has resulted in 
the supersession of men with longer service who have held charge of 
subdivisions continuously for more than a decade and have unblemished 
record of services in the overseer’s grade? 

if) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of their supersession P 

ig) Is there any age-limit under the niles to such promotions fitmi 
Subordinate to Provincial Service? 

(h) If to, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the 
said rules on the table? 

MINUTER in ohargt of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tlio 
NiMiB K. C. M* ForoRiiit Khan Bnhidttr): (a) The member 
is referreil to Schedule III, 10 (ii), regarding direct recruitment and to 
Schedule II, 10 (h), regarding promotion from Subordinate Engineering 
Service in the Recruitment Rules for Provincial Services. 

(5) Yes. 

(r) On the strength of his record and the recommendation of the 
Bengal Selection Board. 

(d) Yesw from the Bihar School of Engineering. 

(•> Yes. 
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(/) They wen egwhemd. 
it) Tee. 

{h) A copy of the roles is placed on the Library table. Role 
V (2) (b) covers the case. 


Mkliliporf Mufiloiptlity, 

SS. Bite H08ENI ROUT: (a) Will the Hon*hIe Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased to state 
whether he has ret^eived a memorial submitted to him by a large 
number of rate-payers of the Midnapore Municipality bringing to bis 
notice various instances of grossly improper, illegal and arbitrary 
mode of administration of the business of the municipality especially — 

(1) in matters of finance, 

(2) in matters of disposal of water-connections on paltrj* sum of 

premium of Rs. 10 and at concession rate contrary to the 
Resolution of the Board which are reported to have lieen 
taken and allowed most fraudulently, and to the great loss 
of the municipality on untrue representation, and unreal 
state of things; and 

(3) in administration of Municifaii l^iws, olwerving the same more 

in their broaches? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'hie 
Minister be pleased to state whether any action has already been taken 
or is proposed to be taken in the matter? 

MINIBTER ill ohtrga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tilt HoiPMo Mr. BiJoy Pratail Singh Roy): ) A represen ta1 ion 
of this kind lias been received with reference to the impending 
nomination of Commissioners. 

(h) The matter will he eonsidereil when the Commissioner's proposals 
are received. 


Arrtftty oonviotiofi anS Sttontiofi uiNlar OnSnuioit. 

S7. Bite dATINDRA NATH BASUf Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from the 1st December, 19»31, to the ^llst January, 
19?r2,-. 

(») how many persons were arrested in Bengal tinder the Ordi nances 
promulgated since the 1st December, 1931, for being con- 
cerned or implicated in the civil disobedience movement; 
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(ii) how many of such persons were convictod; and 
(mi) how many of such persons were in detention on the dlst J'anu. 
ary, 1932P 

The Hor^Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIGEs (i) 1,261 up to the 27t}i 

January. 

(ii) 814 up to the 27th January. 

(fii) I’ho exact figrures are not available. 


Muslims in ministerial servioes in cMriot ollleas. 

88. Khan Bahadur Maidvi ALIMUZZAMAN GtfAUDHURI; 

Will the Ilon’ble Member in chargi^ of the Revenue Department be 
pleaaed to lay on the table a statement showing' the representation of 
Muslims in the ministerial services in the various offices of the dis- 
tricts in this province at the end of 1931 or at such other latest date 
for which figures are available? 

The Hon’hle Sir B. B. CHOSE: A statement showing the percent- 
age of Muhtunmadans in the ministerial services in the various dis- 
trict offices (including subdivisional offices) of the province on 3l8t 
Mim'h, 1931, is placed on the table. 


Staterurnf referred to in the answer to iinstarred question No. 58. 




Total 

PerosaUge 



•irengtli 
on sift 

of appoiiit- 
manti liald 



March, 

by Mu- 



1»3I. 

Ky^ir>aa»rwi 


Burdunsn Divieion. 



BurdwMi 


120 

23 3 

Birbhum 


54 

33-3 

BanlcMfii 


53 

9-4 

Midnapor* 

.. 

107 

14-5 

Hooghly 


116 

141 

Howreh 

Z>»vwlofi. 

71 

25 

S4«PMg<ine« 


105 

28 '8 

Nadia 


101 

82*7 

IfoiBkklebad 

.. 

15 

84*7 

JeMore 


•1 

15-2 

lOndae 


81 

Ul 
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IHrtriot. 


Dacca Divincn. 

Dttoo* 

Mymenungh 

Faridptir 

Bakarganj 

ChUtngong 

Chittagong 

Tippera 

NoiOchaU 

Bajthahi I/i%>ision. 


lUjthahi 


Jalpaigtin 

Dtnajpur 

Rangpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 


lai 


I^otal Famnlaga 
•iren^ of appoint 
on silt manta hdk) 
March, hy Mu- 
1931. hammadaiui. 


175 36 

I7‘i 34 9 

m M 4 

164 34 ‘7 


217 4(»>5 

112 37 '6 

76 44 >9 


Not 32 *9 

availahU^. 
l)itt<^ 32 1 

Ditto 37 7 

UitU» S3 S 

Ditto 3H ‘29 

Ditto 3H 15 

Ditto .53 -6 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Does tl>.' Ilon'ble 

Member consider the uuinbi'i of Muslims in tlic services to be sHlis- 
factory ? 


Tha Hon*Ma Bir B. B. CHOSE: It is a inattfi of njniiion. 


CadMtral tunrty in Munlildnbnd. 

St. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA Bahadur, of Naalii* 
pilf * (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Iteveniie Deimrtmani 
aware ol a feeling of discontent that hfui arisen among the ituidlords 
and tenants of the district of MnmhidadNui owing to the fact that the 
Qoveminent have realised the entire cost of the second cadastral sur* 
vey and settlement undertaken in that district in pursuance <if a noti* 
iication issued in 1927 so soon after the final puKUcaiion in 1921 of 
the previous cadastral survey records ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Mem tier lie pleased to state on what material 
the Gpvernmeni thought that a fit cose for a fre»^h cadastral survey 
and settlement has arisen within seven years of the lost f 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of the entire correspondence or relevant portions thereof, that passed 
between the office of the Director of Jjaad Records and the Govenunent 
about the introduction of the second survey and settlement operation ^ 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
landl(n*d or any tenant requisitioned for copies of the said correspond- 
ence? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the justificatiot: 
for realising the cost of the whole operations from the landlords and 
tenants for fresh cadastral survey within seven years of the last? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the landlords and tenants 
have been hard hit by the present economical distress and are practi- 
ciilly unable to pay revenue and rent regnlarly? 

iff) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether there i** 
any other instance where a fresh cadastral survey and settlement wa^* 
undertaken within almost six or seven years of the previous one, with- 
out any demand either from the landlords or the tenants? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware — 

(t) that suits and proceedings under the settlement rec^ord of 1921 
are still going on; and 

{it) that this fresh cadastral survey has given rise to legal com- 
plications of diverse nature? 

Tht Hoii’bit Sir B. B. CHOSE: {a) No, exfcpt that two groups of 
landlords have rwently objecte<l to payment of their share of the costs. 
The tenants have l)een p«iying their share of the costs voluntarily with- 
out objection. 

(lA It was reporte<l that the villages are situated on the bankvS of 
rivers; that diara proceedings would he instituted, and that the maps 
and ret^onls would luoe to be brought up-to-date. 

iv) Ooveniment do not consider it desirable to furnish copies of 
corres|K>ndence leading up to decisions in such caoee. 

(d) No such recjuisition can be traced. 

(e) It was considered fair to recover the cost in reepoct ol the area not 
under resumption lis both landbids and tenants will benefit by having 
maps and records embodying the numerous changes which had taken 
place and showing the rents payable. 

(f) Government ate not aware that they have been so hard hit that 
they ore unable to pay. 

(ff) such instance is known. 

(h) (•) No, 

(«) No. 
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Ow mi r tm i t In KlwHia. 

8S. BAtt SUK LAL NACs (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be plea8ed to lay cm the table the 
papers relating to — 

(t) the total amount of revenue charged; and 

(n) the total amount of cess assesseil in the Khulna district? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be plca«e<l to state whether there is 
any other district in the province where the c*>»s assessed is so dis- 
proportionately high in (omparison with the revenue charges! ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE S (o) (O and (/r) A statement U 
laid on the table. 


.^Uitement referred to in the an 4 ^rer to umtarred question No, $0 (o). 

Diatriet of Kbtilna. 

Demand of land revenue of all classes of estates in 1930-31 — 
Rs. 8,73,016. 

Demand of cess— 

Estates held dire< t lunl (Government estates ic«se4l to farmers, 
1930-31— Rs. 60,000. 

Other esUites, 1930-31— Us. 6,24,261. 

(5) The proportion is ver>' nearly as high in Mymensingh. It can- 
not be said to l)e disproportionately high in Khulna Wause the revenue 
of a considerable part of the area ajiperiaans to estates which pay 
revenue in other districts and a considerable part of the area is eithar 
revenue-free or assessed at an exceptionally low revenue. 


Clutu^ms Miitl. 

i1. M KAMINI KUMAR DAB BMiaiiri (a) Is the Hoa’bU 
Minister in charge of the Inical Self-Government Department aware— 

(t) that the third year claas of the (!%iUagong MisdicaJ School has 
. not been opened this year; 

<u) that the opening was already dneP 
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(b) I« the Hon'ble Minister aware tliai there are a good many 
students in the second year class who will be put to difficulty? 

(c) Are the Government considering' the deeirability of taking 
steps to open the third and fourth year classes ? 


The Hofi*Me Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Tes. 

(n) This is incorrect. The class is not due to open till July, 1932. 
(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to his answer to question (c), when a 
decision is expected to be made on this matter? 


Tht Hoii’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 cannot give any 
definite date; the matter is under consideration. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: When the students pass out from 
the second year class, wh<‘re will they go if the third year class be not 
opeiKMl before then? 


The HOH’hIt Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Surely they wiU 
go to other schools. 


Post of Milliiiiiiitioa Pnfaaior, P r et i d w cy CiNligi, Oiloiitta. 

SS. MmBvI MUHAMMAD SOLAIMAN: (d) U the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that Dr. J. 
Ghosh, recently a lecturer in the Dacca University, has been appointed 
as a Professor of Mathematics in the Presidency College on Hs. TfO a 
month? 

(b) Was this vacancy duly advertised? 

(c) Were any steps taken to ascertain whether there were other 
qualified persons availaUe who would have acce|ited the appointment 
on less pay? 

(d) Are^the Government considering the desirability, on the expiry 
ol the temporary tenure of the post of Dr. Ghosh, ol advertising the 
post and of endeavouring to obtain a qualified person on less pay? 
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TIM Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDSIIis (a) Tee. 

(6) Tee. 

(f) The question does not arise: the pay offered m the advertise* 
meat for the post waa based upon age and all applications for the 
post were duly considered, 

(d) Government aj-e not prepared to state at present what slope 
they will take when the present temporar>’ arrangements cease. 


Point of orilir. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS Sir, may I rise on a 
point of orders I have just received a cirrular giving n(»tic 4 > of two 
resolutions to be moved to-morrow afternoim. Will it l>e }>ernii(isible 
to send notice of amendments in respect of these motions, and if so, 
when Y 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If 1 remember aright, in a similar case T was 
able to convince the House that amendments, in regard to special short* 
notice motions of this character, should be ordinarily discouraged. In 
my opinion, it is sufficient for members to criticise such motions in 
their speeches; but in spite of my advice, if any member wishes to send 
in any amendment, I have to consider it on its own merits. It miut, 
liowever, bo left to my discretion as to whether such short-notice amend- 
ments should be admitted or not. 


Ctiitril tfitounion of tfit Budget of tho Covommoiit of Bougal for 

188248. 


Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Sir. in his s|H*<M‘h introducing the budget fur 
the next year, my hon’ble friend, the Finance Member, has presented 
such a dismal picture that there is no need for any emliellishment from 
any other member of the House, I must first of all commisserate with 
him for having had the misfortune of being associated with the finances 
of this province during what we sincerely hope future historians might 
find to be the darkest days of the province. Sir, the Finance Member 
was anxious to save harrow ing our feelings by not going too far into tho 
sombre details of the picture, but the outstanding features of the budget 
of a deficit of over Rs. 2,00,00,000 in onr revenues and the piling up 
of a recurring annual burden of nearly Rs. 2fi,00,000 on our shoulders 
for the repayment of the loans which we will have to take from the 
Government of India to save the Government from financial collapse and 
bankruptcy are sufficiently depressing to have any margin for any 
further harrowing of our feelings. There may be some who might be 
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inclined to give u« the cold comfort ihnt if we appear to be on the verge 
of hnancial bankniptcy, the condition of the aister provinces and presi- 
dencies and of the Central Government itself is not very much better 
But, Sir, even this comfort will not bear close scrutiny, as a little consi- 
deration will show that our financial plight is the worst because thanks 
to the atrociously unjust treatment which this province has had the 
misfortune to submit to at the hands of the Government of India for 
deca<]es past, we have already been stripped to the bone and our financial 
resoun es are the jKwrest of any province in India being, as I have so 
ofteii said in this House, one-third of Bombay and less than half of 
Madras leaving us no reserve whatsoever to meet such calamities. 
Suffering as we have been from chronic starvation, this collapse of our 
slender resources which will leave just over Rs. 9,00,00,000 for catering 
to the needs of population of over 50 millions is a staggering blow and 
a calamity which is without a parallel in any other province of India. 


3-45 p.m. 

And if our financial resources go on dwindling at the present rate and 
if the forces of economic and trade depression and stagnation are hot 
counteracted and overcome, it is a moot question whether the introduc- 
tion of a more democratic and perhaps more expensive scheme of ad- 
ministration may not prove to be a serious handicap to the province in- 
stead of lieing a blessing. The question which, therefore, must neces- 
sarily arise in the minds of all of us is whether the Government at this 
supreme hour of the nation’s misfortune have shown that clarity of 
judgment, sincerity of purpose and determination to sulxmiinate all 
other considerations to the supreme consideration of securing the 
solvency of the province, which we all have a right to expect of them. 
The first question which the Government will, therefore, have to answer 
is whether instead of simply relying on the easy and irresponsible re- 
source of ImiTowing money whic*h a future Government will have to repay 
and undertaking responsibilities and liabilities without any guarantee 
that resources will be forthcoming for discharging these liabilities, have 
the Bengal Government shown any earnestness of purpose and a genuine 
determination to effec^t all possible economies to cut down their expendi- 
ture to the narrowest margin and to avoid all unnecessary expenditure 
in the sense of their not being wanted to carry on the essential functions 
of a government f Sir, while moving the resolution on the need of the 
appointment of a Retrenchment Committee for this province, I attempted 
to show that the need for retrenc hment in this province was more urgent 
and imperious than that of any other province and that the economies 
already effected by the Government, as disclosed in the memorandum cm 
subject issued by them, were entirely inadequate and that the 
tasues and majmr economical which were being tacikled and conaidesred 
by the Central Government and the other piovinces had bem evaded. 
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Sir, I need not repeat here the arf^unents on which I based my CM>nten- 
tions, but from the fact that my resolution was carried unanimously 
without a dissentient Toice from any part of the House, one would 
be justified in presuminf^ that these arjifuments were cou8idert»d suffi- 
cient by the House and we naturally looked upon the Government 
to implement the unanimous verdict of the House by ap|>ointing a 
strong Betrenchment Committee and going i(» work in a businesslike 
way without a moment’s delay. I suppos-*. Sir. that the matter is 
under the consideration of the Government. While our Government 
are still considering what have other governments been doing or have 
already done? Let ua take the case of the Government of the United 
Provinces, for instance, who published a memorandum on their Re- 
trenchment Scheme aa an annexure to the budget for 1932-33 and 
which was supplied to the raembt^rs of their Council. But first I 
will refer to one notable passage in the speec'h of the Hun’ble Finance 
Member of the United Provinces: “It is vain to deny”, said the 
Finance Memlmr, “that past budgets have been tm) optimistic and 
past expenditure too heavy. But I do not propose to dwell either 
on past mistakes or past calamities. Dropping tears over spilt milk 
is an unprofitable task. It is better to see what can be done to meet 
it up.” It is this spirit which we would so much desire the Govern- 
ment to evince and which unfortunately seems to he so lamentably lack- 
ing in Bengal. Let us now follow the Finum‘e MemWrs of the two pn>* 
vinces and see what efforts have been made in their respective Govern- 
ments to meet the financial crisis with winch they arc faced. The 
lioii’ble Mr. Marr in describing the economies made during the current 
year staters: “As regards expenditure, much of the economies which 
Government were fared to effect in 1930-31 were carried forward int«> 
the current year and in addition tt» tins Government huv * reduced the 
expenditure on travelling and conveyance iiiiowance and also (he initial 
pay of new apimintments under their control, while a general 10 per tjeni. 
cut in pay has been effected during the last quarter." This suniinariies 
the nature of the total economies effected hv the Bengal Government 
during the current year, (hough the Finance MemW has not given any 
figures to show the savings effected under each of the almve heads of re- 
trenchment except that the 10 per cent, rut in pay saved over 
Rs, 9,00,000 during the three months of its operation during the present 
year. It is, therefore, somewliat difficult to tell how the difference 
between the budgeted grant for the year and (he iv»vised estimate 
showing a decrease of Rs. 44,10,000 has been brought about. It must 
lie mostly due. one presumes, to postponement and altandonment of 
projects and schemes under the different departments. For (he next 
year 1932-33 — the year of the budget we are discussing — the only two 
economies anticipated are a sum of Rs. 30,90,000 on account of the 
10 per cent, cut in salaries and a saving of Rs. l,r>4,000 on account of 
reduced travelling allowance rules, etc. Against these savings there 
are numerous beads in which there will be additional expenditure and 
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ilia Finance Member is able to show a redaction of Ea. 91,000 only 
and in the next year’e expenditure aa compared with the reviaed estimate 
of the present year. Turning now to the statement made by the Fin- 
ance Member of the United Provinces, one cannot help being struck 
as much by its lucid exposition of facts as the grasp of the difficulties 
of the situation and the determination of the Government to face these 
difficulties squarely by visualizing the effect of the retrenchments 
which they have adopted over a sufficiently long period, the quinquen- 
nium beginning from the present year. It will serve no useful purpose 
to follow the Hon'ble Mr. Blunt into the details of his schemes of re- 
trenchment, but it would appear that not taking into account proposals 
which are still under consideration there will be during 1931-32 and 
1932-33 a total retrenchment of lU. 1,35,00,000; of these the cut in pay 
will produce Us. 40,25,000, the*, acceptance of the recommendations of the 
Retrenchment Committee Rs. 13,00,000, whereas retrenchments en- 
forced by Government amount to Rs. 82,00,000. During the present 
year, the retrenchments effected by the United Provinces Government 
amount to Rs. 68,25,0(K), the largest contribution being made by Land 
Revenue where the whole provision made for survey and settlement 
amounting to Rs. 14,25,000 has been dispensed with, but all depart- 
ments have contributed and in the Police budget there is a reduction of 
Rs. 10, <5, 000 and so forth. lor the next yeai, the total reductioiivS will 
bo Rs. 77,25,0(K) and every department will contribute including the 
Police which will again be reduced by another Rs. 4,50,000 and a detailed 
statement has been given in the annexure shewing the variou.s posts 
which have been abolished. It has to he noted that in addition to 
these retrenchments which the United J^iovinces Government have 
already ordered, there ore other important schemes of retrenchment 
on the anvil and the Hon’ble Finance Member stated: “In short, 
the ultimate reduction in expenditure, which will result from the re- 
trenchment operations now in progress, amounts to a little over 
Rs. 3,00,00,(K)0.’’ This is something like business and our Govern- 
ment and the Provincial Retrenchment Committee—if one is appointed- 
will do well to carefully study the lines on which Sir Malcolm Hailey's 
Government have worked. When the budget allotments are discussed 
in Council, we hope to make our suggestions on different hj’ads for the 
consideration of Government. 


I am, howevpi, iu entire unanimity with the Finance Member tiiat 
mere eoonomiea in the <oet of the administration will be of no avail 
in Bengal and unless the inequities and injustice of the existing financial 
arrangements are rectified, th»re cannot he much hope of any salvation 
for this provini'e. We understand the Finance Member and his Secre- 
tary are ehortly proceeding to Delhi to appear before Bound Table Con- 
ference Finance Committee and we wish and trust that their 
will meet with that success which it so eminently deserves. We hope 
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any rate tliat they will succeed in securing for Bengal at least a sub- 
atantial portion of her income-tax revenue and the proceeds from the 
duty on jute exported from this province and a position of equality with 
the other major provinces of India. 

[At this stage the member reached the time-limit» but was allowed 
two minutes more.] 

Having taken up so much of the time of the House in discussing the 
immediate hnancial issues raised by the budget, I crave permission to 
refer briefly to the larger and perhaps more important issues which 
have determined and are in a great measure responsible for the lament- 
able fall in our revenues and the consequent precaritnisness of our bud- 
get. The economic crisis is worldwide we know, hut the political situa- 
tion in India has also greatly added to onr special difficulties, The 
Government of India and the liocal Governments are engaged in what 
they consider to be the best means for removing pt)litiral interference 
with the normal (umrse of hnsiiiess and for restoring public confidence 
and for upholding the liberty of the individual to carry on his uvo<'alions 
unmolested by the dictates of any political organisation, however power- 
ful and however weU-moaniug aiul patriotic its aims and ideals may be. 
I have no desire, Sir, to stray into a discussion of the wisdom or other- 
wise of the present policy of the Indian (iovt^rnment in dealing with the 
(’ongress organisation. Hut I think I voice the feelings and Nentiments 
of almost the entire Indian <‘ominunity in Bengal when I say that we 
think that now that the supreinaey of Government has been so amply 
and fully vindicated, true statesmanship would seem to indicuW that 
the time has come for initiating a policy of leniency and conciliation. 
There is not the remotest chance of such a policy being mistaken for 
weakness, on the other hand, it will lie hailed us a sure vindication of 
British courage and statesmanship. Sir, however unpalatable it may 
be to some, there is no denying the fact that the Congrt^ss has the 
largest following amongst the |K>litioally minded people of India and 
by simply driving underground people’s respect and sympathy for 
the Congress, you will not restore public confidence and call forth any 
large measure of co-operation in the laudable efforts of the Government 
to restore and revive the normal commercial and industrial activities of 
the community. By preventing hftrUd and boycott, you cannot compel 
people to pursue avocations which they may not have a spontaneous 
inclination to pursue just as you cannot make a horse drink though 
you may compel it to go to the pool. Sir, having exposed the hollow- 
ness of the pretensions of the Congress to be a rival authority with the 
Government and having fully vindicates! the power of the Govemmeat 
to protect the individual against the dominance of the many, it is time 
now that Government should once more withdraw its heavy hand s<i 
that there may be a spontaneous return of public confldence in pursuing 
the daily avocations of life and of business enterprise. It is only when 
there is such a spontaneous resuscitation of natural activities which are 
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now paralysed that business will revive and with the revival of buamess, 
the reaources of the Government will again show signs of ascendiiig the 
upward cnirve. 

I appeal to the Treasury Bench, I appeal to Mr. Prentice, that if he is 
at all anxious to help his friend, the Hon’ble Finance Member, he must 
lose no further time in inaugurating a more lenient policy in dealing 
with the political Hiiuatiou in Bengal. Indeed the matter is of such 
vital importance to the province that I take the liberty of appealing to 
His Excellency Sir Stanley Jackson who even in the few days that he 
might have left of his rule in Bengal, may earn the lasting gratitude 
of the people of Bengal by at least initiating a change in the present 
policy w'hich might be fully developed and expanded by his successor. 

[At 4 p.in. the ('ouncil was adjourned tor prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-15 p.iii.] 


BiilU SATYENDRA NATH ROYS Sir, when the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member is lamenting over the financial position of the province, 
wbat can we, the elected memWrs, say in our budget speech, what can 
we put forward for the transferred departments, the departments which 
even in fat and prosperous years did not at all have the shadow of a 
legitimate share in the finances of the province? There is the deficit 
of over Es. 2,00,00,000 for the next year and we shall have to pay 
Hs, 15,00,(K)0 for a period of 50 years for one year’s deficit. I do not 
know if this deficit w'ould be more than the amount anticipated by the 
Eon’hle the Finance Member for the next vear and also if the period of 
deficit would not extend beyond March 1933. If so, then wo? be to 
Bengal^ and to the inethocl of administration to be burdened with an un- 
productive debt of several crores. I think we are laying too much blame 
on the world economic situation, for I apprehend the two sources 
of income which have affectinl the financial situation are stamps and 
excise. With a better outlook in the world trade conditions, stamps 
may improve to some extent, but I have much doubt about excise. 

In my bttmble opinion, there are two ways to meet this present and 
future deficits. One is to have larger revenue, not by means of fresh 
taxation for Bengal is already overburdened both with Central and pro- 
vincial taxation, but by having a larger share of the Central taxation 
in future years. For this we shall have to press our caae before the 
Federal Finance Committee. I understand Mr. Marr is going to Delhi 
next week for the purpose and 1 am quite sure that he would do his 
utmost for our province. May I suggest in this connection that a small 
tx)miiuttee winsUting of official and non-official members of ibis Council 
be also asked to press the ease of our province before the Federal Finance 
Oommitteef Should not Bengal get a share of the heavy inoome-tax 
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wUck ike payt to the Central Government end should not the duty from 
jute export from Bengal be entirely allotted to herF Her people, the 
landlord, middlemen and cultivators, are suffering from this slump in 
jute trade — a trade which is her own monopoly and in all justice and 
fairness this duty should come to her. 

The other way to meet the growing deficit retrenchment. A resolu- 
tion was carried in this Council only a few days ago and we w ere assured 
that a Retrenchment Committee would l>e .soon constituted. 1 hope 
Government w’ould constitute the committee without further delay and 
the members would set to work as early as possible. 

For the consideration of Goveniment ..nd the Helrenchment Com- 
mittee, I would say that the 10 per cent, cut m the salaries is not the 
only retrenchment which should have he<*n adopted. This cut, I think, 
has proved a hardship on some officers. What more is wanted is the 
abolition of certain superfluous posts. First I would mention the 
posts of Commissioners of Divisions. The Retrenchment Committee 
of 1921-22 rec'omniended its abolition and the n»cent Bihar Government 
lietremdiment Committee has also recommended its abolition. Secondly, 
the abolition of a portion of the inspecting staff in the Education 
Department — there are more circulars, more Inspectors, mure travelling 
allowances than needed and less grant to schools and colleges. Thirdly, 
I would suggest the abolition of sf>me duplicate apiMiintments, e.^., the 
posts of one l)eput> Commissioner of Excise, one Deputy Director of 
Agriculture, Deput> Chief Inspendor of Boilers, and some Additional 
District Magistrates. ll<‘garding the last item, I would bring to the 
notice of the members of this Council that about twenty years ago in 
some heavy districts Additional District Magistrates bad to be apiminted 
to relieve the magistrates. District Magistrates were then chairmen 
of district iKNirds and had to lo<»k after the heavy work of the boards. 
District Magiatrates have now been relieved of district board work and 
the appointments of Additional District Magistrates should be only occa- 
sional and temporary and last but not the least I would urge the reduc- 
tion in the number of Executive Councillors and Ministers. 

I would now mention a few items in the budget itself. The grant of 
Rs. 1 lakh to the “Jatiya Aurbignari Parishad’* is welcome Init the cut 
of Ra. 15,000 for rural water-supply is wholly unjustifiable. We have 
not been able to get over the commitment of a former Minister and had 
to make a provision of Rs. 2,70,000 for the Bhaipara Sewerage Scheme 
even in such a year of stringency. 

Sir, w’e are looking forward to the new Constitution, but we do not 
know when it is to come and what it would be. Shall we get a real 
provincial autonomy or a sham oneF There is no doubt that with the 
beat of inientioDs of the British Parliament as declared in the memorable 
amiouncement of 20th August, 1917, this present diarehical machinery 
ai leadt in Bengal has utterly failed. When about thirty members of 
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tiie Council resigned in January, ld30, because their op^n was that 
no good had come end no good would come by re m a inin g in this Council 
and some of us came in in the fresh elections, we were in the hope that 
we would be able to work the constitution to some extent and 
we tried to impress this fact upon the electors during our elections. Now 
what is the verdict after these two years? The verdict is that we have 
not been able to move an inch this present system of Government, we 
have not been able to get a pice more for sanitation, education of the 
people, and that repressive laws had been passed in spite of our protest 
and the works of co-operators and non-co-operators have been the same. 
Sir, most probably the life of the present Council would terminate soon 
and the experience of these years should be prominently brought forward 
before the several committees and the final sitting of the Round Table 
Conference. 

Then remains the question of terrorism. I think all are agreed that 
terrorism must be suppressed and terrorists must know that bombs and 
revolvers would not bring independence to India but in suppressing 
terrorism Government have gone to suppress honest political opinion and 
in putting to incarceration in jails all persons holding such opinions. 
Difference in political opinion there must be for a healthy administration 
and Government should differentiate between the terrorists and the 
largest political group of India, A calm and cool atmosphere must be 
brought about before the inauguration of the Reform.**, so that India 
may launch on ii self-government which will be the political and 
e(^on(nnic salvutiim of her people, for the glon* lH>th of India and 
Britain. 

4-30 p.m. 

Rai BatMMlur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: The budget estimates for 
1982-33 presented by the Hon’ble Finance Member make dismal read- 
ing. but w'e onunot but sympathise with him in his difficulties and 
appreciate his efforts to find enough funds to meet the expenditure. It 
is satisfactory, so far as it goes, that in spite of supplementary grants 
aggregating nearly Rs, 7,50,000 made during the year, the revised 
estimate of axpenditure for the current year is less than the original 
estimate by Rs. 36,75,000. It is unfortunate that the expenditure on 
’^Education (Transferred), Medical and Public Health” — departments 
which directly affect the health and well being of the people — has had 
to be cut down by nearly Rs. 10,00,000. It is noteworthy, however, 
that while the fall in revenue in the revised estimate, as compared 
with the original estimates, amounts to Rs. 1,46,00,000, there is only 
a saving of Rs. 86,75,000 on the expenditu.*e side as a partial set off. 

Another disquieting feature, which a study of the last four or five 
years* figures brings out, is that the expen^iure is either in excess 
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of the year’s leyenus or about equal to it, leaviug very little margin. 
For instance, in 1928-29, the revenue was Rs. 10,98,00,000 ; the expendi- 
tme Bs. 10,90,00,000, leaving a balance of Rs. 8,00,000 only. In 
the following year, 1929-30, the margin was even less and was only 
Rs. 2,38,000. In 1930-31, the expenditure was in excess of the year’s 
revenue by Rs. 1,74,50,000; in the current year the deficit is estimated 
at Rs. 2,07,50,000. In the ensuing year, the deficit will be 
Rs. 1,63,00,000. When I was officially connecte<l with the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta, some years ago, I remember reading, in some corres- 
pondence between Government and the Corporation, a homily by 
Government about the financial wisdom of keeping the year’s expendi- 
ture within the year’s revenue. One cannot help wishing that the 
Government of Bengal themselves practised the financial maxiins which 
they are so loud in preaching to others. 


Although, admittedly economies have been effected by a percentage 
cut in salaries, it is doubtful if it will ever be possible to relmbilitate 
the provincial finances except by a root and branch change of the entire 
system of administration. Some years ago, Government appointed a 
committee to consider proposals for retrenchment and we are told when- 
ever any question is raised that whatever was possible in the way of re- 
trenchment and reducing the cost of administration has been done. I 
beg leave to emphatically dissent from this %iew. I can, for instance, 
recall one suggestion which was made but which has not yet been given 
effect to to which reference has already been m’ole to-day, viz., the alsdi- 
tion of the Divisional Commissionersbips. It has also to be considered 
whether the form of Government that is Iwing tleveloped is not much 
too costly for a poor country like ours. I venture to suggest that the 
time has arrived when the whole provincial expenditun* on general and 
district administration should be 8ubje<’ted to a critical and dispassion- 
ate examination, and the establishments fixed and a scale of salaries 
adopted which will be within our humble means. If Government will 
spend less on salaries of th" Superior Services on the plea of effieiency 
and maintaining the British tone of administration, and if they will 
embark on a bold and comprehensive programme for extension of primary 
education and medical relief, for better water-supply in villages and 
other schemes for rural uplift, for the improvement of agriculture and 
the encouragement of indigenous industries, much of the political unrest 
which is so much in evidence to-day will, I make bold to say, vanish. 
Otherwise it will continue, perhaps in a more accentuated form, in 
epite of any constitutional reforms you may effect. 

Coming to the details of the budget before us, I find that the next 
year’s budget includes a sum of Rs. 6 lakhs, being Bengal’s share of 
the import duty on foreign salt. This is a new source which is likely 
tube temporary and I would suggest for the consideration of the Hon’ble 

13 
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Fuiance Hember if it would be prudent to utUiee it for the oadiMry 
npenditure of this proviaoe. There ie no knowing whether the Qovera- 
ment of Indie will continue it or do awey with it alt<^ther within the 
nest month or so. To rely upon such revenue does not seem to me a 
wise course. 

Under Excise, I find that in five years the revenue has fallen off by 
So per rent., i.e., from about Bs. 2,2<>,00,000 in 1928-29 to 
Rs. 1,68,00,000 in 1932-33. As an active worker in the Temperance 
movement, I certainly welcome this decline in spite of its adverse effect 
on the provincial finances. I would, however, point out in this connec- 
tion that while the revenue has dwindled down by Rs. 57,00,000 in five 
years, the expenditure is less by only Bs. 5,00,000 than in 1928-29. and 
I would draw the pointed attention of the Hon’hle Minister to this fact. 
It is a nintter for serious consideration whether the whole scheme of 
excise administration should not he readjusted so as to correspond with 
the fall in revenue. 

In going through the budget one is struck by an apparent anomaly 
that while almost every head of revenue siiows a substantial decline 
owing to trade depression and other economic causes, tlie proceeds from 
the entertainment tax have declined very little. The bulk of this tax 
is derived from Calcutta, and it is a fortunate circumstance that the 
world-wide economic depression has not appreciably affected the capacity 
of the people, espec ially of the city, to have occasional resort to amuse- 
ment. 

Under Irrigation, I find a provision of Rs. 2,50,000, being the 
Government share of the cost of reconstruction of six bridges over 
canals in Calcutta. I would like to know whether this will compleW 
Government's share of the expenditure. 

I find provision of a lakh of rupees for advance for rural water, 
iupply; I heartily wish it had been possible for the Minister to secure 
more money for this very useful work in the villages. 


Under Medical, I find the pitivision in the next year's estimate 
shows a dauraasc of only R.,. 4,00.000. It is gratifying that in spite of 
the financial stringency, the Hon’ble Finance Member has found it 
possible to allot Rs. 25,000 to the Calcutta Medical Institute Rs 20 000 
to the Carmichael Medical College. Rs. 1 lakh to the “.latiya Ayurbijnaii 
Parishad" which, as we all know, is serving a laudable object in this 
city. It is not understood, however, why no grant is proposed in the 
case of the Countess of Dufferin Fund. 1 happen to be aware of the 
difficulty under which this Fuad is labouring and I do not know why 
no help is given by Government to this Fund. In qiite of these tptfial 
grants, I feel bound to bring to the notice of Government the 
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of Ibospilal aocommodatiott in Oalentta and th« hnnadiiiia 
iitdd of inrthor expansion. It is a perlact scandal, which is year by 
y«nr reported by the Chief Officer of the Calcutta Fire Brigade in hia 
Aanual Beport that patients have to be taken from one hospital to 
another for accommodation in the ambulances and finally left back at 
their residences. I regret the absence of the Hon’ble Minister from 
his seat when a complaint like this is made in Council. In his last 
report, Captain Westbrook has stated that in 19^10^1, 301 patients had 
to he taken to 2 hospitals, 82 patients to 3 hospitals, 28 patients to 4 
hospitals, 10 to 5 hospitals, 7 to 6 hospitals, and so on, and in 2 cases 
the patients had to he taken to 11 hospitals before they cuuld secure 
some accommodation! There was also a case recently reported in the 
Press that a patient was picked up from the nmclside by the ambulance, 
but as there was iio accommodation in any bcispital, he had U» be put 
l>ack on the roadside. This re<iuire8 no commentary. The situation 
is appalling to a degree. The Cor|K»ratiou of (\»lcutta w'orking under 
the new Act have, I must admit. l)een far more generous than the 
old Corporation in the matter of expemlitnre on medical relief and 
opening of dispensaries, etc. Their expenditure <ui hospitals and 
dispensaries has grown from Ks. d.GO.OtKl in 1923-24 to Us. 1(),08,(HM) in 
1939-31; that is to say, the expenditure has practically been trebled in 
the course of seven years. The Corporation’s grants to ht»spital» 
amounted to only Rs. 1,80,000 seven years ago. the grants in 1930-31 
amounted to Rs. 4,45,000 including the grant* to Ward Health 
Associations. Although the primary resiwnsibility for medical relief 
in Calcutta belongs to Government, the ConK»ration have taken a liberal 
view of their duties and there is a genuine desire on their part to do 
even more. In view of the serious situation that already exists in the 
city, in regard to hospital accommodation, I would urge upon Govern- 
ment that they should, in collaboration with the Corporation, at once 
adopt measures to redress the present state of affairs. 

Under Public Health, I am disappointed that the expenditure on 
rural public health units <ouId not la? worked up to, and the provision 
for 1932-3:1 is less than the current year’s figure by a lakh and a half. 
I regret also the decrease, though small, in the Maternity and Child- 
welfare grant. 

I shall conclude, as I liegan, by saying that the l>est a ay to allay 
discontent is to undertake public health work and medical relief in 
rural areas on a vastly larger scale than has hitherto been considered 
possible. 

Another matter which calls for urgent action on the part of Oovot- 
ment is about lepers and beggars in Calcutta. They constitute a seno^ 
nenaee to public health and it is time that effective steps were taken in 
the niaUer, 
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Mni IUK LAL NACi President, Sir, we have been surprised to 
•ee Bucb a great deficit in tbe Bengal budget and I am sorry to say that 
I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Member for tbe way in 
which he met the deficit, that is, by borrowing. We could bare con- 
gratulated him if he could find ways and means to meet tbe deficit or at 
least a large portion of it without taking recourse to tbe very easy way 
of borrowing. Who knows that there will not be more decrease in the 
income at the various departments of the Government in the next year? 
And if the process of borrowing goes on to meet high expenditure of 
top-heavy departments, without finding any ways and means to curtail 
the expenditure, the whole administration would be at a stand-still. 

I. Now, to curtail the expenditure, the following suggestions may 
be taken into consideration, namely: — 

frt) A very large amount of money may l)e set free, if some posts of 
high-salaried officers be abolished. 

(h) Some curtailment may be made in the appointment of Excise 
iSuperintendeiitH and District Agricultural (Ifficers. Considering the 
nature of the works and the duties they have to perform, I think, one 
Excise Superintendent and one District Agricultural Officer may easily 
manage the works of two adjoining districts. Of course, this rule may 
be relaxed for districts having very large ureas. 

(c) Instead of having a uniform ten /or rent, cut in the pay of 
posts and servi< es, a.s ha.s been done by (lovernment, I think more money 
will be available and without the least pwsible inei|iiit\, if such cut be 
made in the scale us suggested below: — 

(i) there should l)e no cut on any pay up to Its. 100 per month; 

(ii) cut should In* made from Hs. 101 up to Ks. 1,000 at 10 per cent. 

per month ; 

(ui) from Hs. 1,001 to Rs. 2,000, at 15 per cent, a month; 

(iv) from Rs. 2,001 to Rs. d,000, at 20 per cent, a month, and 

(v) from Rs. 3,(K)1 and upwards, at 25 per cent, a month. 

II. As regards communications, irrigation, building and repaiin — 
The prices of building materials and the wages of labourers having 
enormously fallen, the rates offered to contractors for communication, 
repairs and other works, should l>e reduced. Unfortunately the old 
rates have not been revised in spite of the facts mentioned above. The 
estimates prepared long ago for works not taken up as yet, should be 
revised at a reduced rate and fresh tenders should be called for those 
works. 
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III, Next we see that there is fallingr of regular realisation of land 
rerenne. In my opinion, in order to facilitate such payments, the 
following points may be noted : — 


(o) The proprietors should be allowed to pay their land revenue in 
four equal instalments at an interval of three mouths. 

(h) For the January kisty last date of payment should be fixed on 
dlst January, instead of 12th January. 

(c) In cases of defaults, at least two montiis' time should be allowed 
for such payments, instead of advertising their estates for 
sale. 


I venture to draw the attention of the (lovernment to the crying 
need to amend the Cess Act. At present the duty to realise cesses is 
( ast on the zamindarty who have to pay cesses, whether realised or not, 
along with land revenue. It is well known that tenants are unable to 
pay cesses in time so that zatmndars, though paying the revenue, find 
tliemselves unable to pay the cess from their own pocket. So we find 
very many estates being put up for sale be<‘ause <»f the failure on the 
part of the zamindars to pay cess. This is a very great hardship and I 
submit, zamindars should be relieved of this burden. The (Jovernment 
must take up the tusk of realising the ce.nses direct or empower the 
district board to collect these. I suggest that the Hon*ble Meml»«r in 
charge of the Revenue Department should take up this idea. I may 
mention here that in the Khulna district, the land revenue is alKiui 
Rs. 9,00,()(K) and the cess comes up to the ulmormal sum of Rh. 7, (HI, 000. 
From this, the plight of the Khulna zamindars, may he judged. 

IV. As regards educati<»n — The pay of teachers in Government 
educational institutions is very high, in comparison with that of 
teachers in private and Government-aided institutions, although the 
academic qualifications of teachers of all these institutions, are of the 
same order. So the pay of teachers in Government institutions should 
be reduced. The grants Ui uon-Oovernment Art colleges and direct 
grant to non-Govemment eeconilaiy' wliools, have heen awfully 
curtailed. 

V. The last, though not the least, is the abnormal exjwndilure 
incurred by the Government for the maintenance of the police. The 
number of police officers, both high and low, has enormously increased. 
There were lees dacoities, thefts and rioting in Bengal in the jiast when 
the number of police officers was nearly half or even lees than what we 
have at present. I cannot congratulate the Police Department for the 
•quality of their services rendered to the public. Highly educated, 
hoiieet and efficient police officers should be appointed instead of 
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AppointiBg a host of unqualified and inefficient officers. We regret to 
fiinrl that the more the increase of police officers, the less efficient 
the work. 

As a matter of experimeni, let us see, if we can do better with less 
number with higher efficiency. 

I beg to draw the attention of the Government to the observations 
stated al)ove and for consideration. 


MiUlvi SYED MLALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of informa- 
tion, Sir, May I know^ whether it is permissible for the Hon’blo 
Member in charge of the Budget to remain outside the Chamber while 
dis(‘Ussiou on the budget is going on!*' 


Mfi PRESIDENTS I understand that other members of Government 
are taking notes of wiiat is being discussed. 


Rii SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahiiiur: Sir, I wish to speak a 
few W'ords not for the purpose of cnlicising the budget but for making 
tome suggestions to the Finance Member for balancing the budget, for 
I think it my duty not only as a member of this Council but also as a 
businessman to lay these points before tlie Government members. 

Sir, the HoiiMde Finance Member has presented us with a huge 
deficit budget, I am sure this has made every one of tliis House sad 
and serious over the astounding figures he disilosed. lie told us that 
was his last performance. We wish we could congratulate him. At 
any rate we sympathise with him, not for his own admission the 
lamentable results he has produced, but for his utter helplessuess in 
the matter. It was evident that he coidd nut supply all the cloth that 
was rightly or wrongly necessary fur abnormally long c^at of Bengal’s 
administration. 

Last year our deficit estimate was Rs. 98,00,000, but we built on 
false hopes as our actual deficit for the last year was about 
Rs. 2,11,00,000, our expectations were not realised. 

This year the Hon'hle Finance Member has estimated our probable 
deficit to be Rs. 1,64,00,000, t.s., Rs. OO.OO^OOf) more than the estimate 
of the past ycMir. Now, Sir, I most respectfully submit if the deficit 
estimate of Es. 98,00,000 of last year could develop into Es. 2,11,00,000, 
oonditions remaining the same, what prevents the deficit estiinate of 
Ea. 1,64,00,000 developing into Es. 3,^,00,000? The two conditioas, 
wu., (1) woiid^wide tn^e depression and { 2 } political atlnaikiii ifr 
Beagal, which the Hoa’ble Finance MemWr relmred to as reap oniih l n 
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lot w ddloti, «re not Ukoly to imptoto in the coming your; bnt thoro 
|» oTwry eliAiico that they will got wome, hence by ihe end of the 
ooming year our deficit on current year's basis is likelv to be more than 
JU. 8, 50, W, 000. 

Add to it R«. 2,11,(X),000 of the present year. Then in all 
probability our deficit figure will swell to Rs. 5,00,00,000 by the end of 
31st March, 1933. I am sorry to soy I find no way out of it. Even 
the most optimistic heart will tremble before this figure. The Hon'ble 
Finance Member admits that the present picture is a distressing one! 
Well, Sir, pardon me, distressing is not the actual word for it, it is 
breaking the wheels of administrative machinery and I cherish no 
doubt that unless a miracle happens, we are leading the present 
Government to utter bankruptcy, but Sir, miracles nowadays are few 
and far between. 


The non'ble Home Member may exclaim “Oh there is civil 

disobedience movement, there are terrorists in Btugal so on so forth 

what can I do? And what can e%'en Hon’ble Finance Member do?’^ 
But I submit, Sir, it is not always a correct statement of facts. Almost 
the whole period, when (he expenditure ran high an<l we incurred (his 
huge deficit, was covered by the Delhi agreement, now a scrap of paper, 
and negotiations for that. Then there were few terrorists abroad, and 
cougreN.H not only laid down its non-violent arms, but actually 
co-operated with the (joverunieut. It is now a matter of history and 
none can efface it. It is not rf>rrect to suggest, us suggested by the 
Hon’ble Finance Meinln'r, that because the political situation did not 
improve, deficit is a logi<'ul conse(|ueiice. Sir, I submit, as mentioned 
aforesaid, tlie i>olitica! situation did improve, and the Hon’ble Finance 
Member has presented us this abnormally huge deficit budget in spite 
of it. The coming year is decidedly more gloomy and the result will 
be more “lamentable.” I confess I shudder to think what may come. 

Now, Sir, whet is the actual problem and what may be the possible 
•olution? The Hon'hle Finance Member has made the Mestoii Settle* 
ment to a certain extent responsible for our present financial crisis. 
We are thankful to him for that. The Hoii’ble Finance Member has 
also assured us that be will shortly appear before the Fetleral Finance 
Committee and will plead on our behalf ; we are again thankful to him 
for his very kind assurances. But, Sir, we cannot forget that we have 
already mortgaged our revenue to the extent of Rs. 14,00,000 a year to 
the India Government and for half a century. May not justly 
claim its reilemption? May ae not claim our itt) income-tax and (5) 
•alt tax? 

Fvliheir taxation is out of the queetion. llie Hon'hle Finanisa 
Meubir does not even dare suggest it, and there he is right. 
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Then whet i* the remedy? The Hon’Ue Finance Member wanta for 
the coming year’s expenditure Il». 11,85,62,000 including deficit of 
Re. 1,64,00,000 as estimated. Well, Sir, my humble submission would 
be— Let Ks. 9,00,00,000 be fixed for the total expenditure for the 
coming year and let us adjust our expenditure to that amount without 
any deficit whatsoever and to achieve that end, I propose 10 per cent. 
general cut on all expenditures besides 10 per cent, in pay already 
decided upon, personally I shall be glad if more cut is feasible. It is 
not a new thing. In the year 1922 just after the Beform there was a 
general cut of 5 per cent. Ijet us repeat it on the eve of a greater 
Reform with greater sacrifice, if necessary. 

Certain Departments can be tempoMrily suspended if not abolished 
(fll Commissionership and (/,) Board of Revenue. These two 
offices can be closed and the Collectors can have direct touch with the 
Secretariat and the administration will not materially be hampered for 
all that. 

Drigation Department can be safely suspended for some years, as 
we have no money to carry out onr plan of irrigation; why then keep 
the full staff with all its necessary and doubtful necessary paraphernalia:-' 

Forest Department is too expensive and 20 to 30 per cent, cut can 
safely be risked. Assam Government has got more area for forest but 
maiia^in^ with less (‘ 08 t than what we do here. 

Government servants serving for last 20 years or more may be 
request t<. resign and retire at once, and I venture to submit 
administration will not fail for that. 

I pray, Sir, with all the einphasiH I can command what logic is there 
in keeping full-fleilged departments with their full staffs; why keep a 
boat when there is no boatman to pilot itJ^ With these humble sugges- 
tions, Sir, I hope the Government will iry to readjust the present 
budget so that a second budget for Home Member’s supplementary 
grants before the coming year 19a2-33 ends may not threaten us for a 
i^nd time with a greater crisis. 


Mauivl SYiD JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order. 
Sir. In jriew of the fact that a large number of members want to 
apeak on the budget, will you kindly reduce the time-limit of speech 
from 15 minutes to 7J minutes P 


lift l*llS|IIDCNTs I have no objection if members make up their 
mind not to take more time. You have made a very good suggestion no 
doubt. 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 




Dr. NAREiM CHANDRA SEN CURTAl Sir, in n short while more 
the kindly face of the Hon*ble Mr. Marr and his genial personality 
will be as little visible in this chamber as it is at this moment. Every 
one will wish that his swan^song had struck a livelier note and on the 
ove of his depaitnre from our midst he were spared the task of drawing 
a picture of unrelieved gloom. I wish I could feel that he was not at 
all to blame and could give him a word of comfort to tone down the 
sorrowful strains of his last performance on this stage. 

But I regret to say that though the bulk of the trouble that the 
Government finds itself in is undeniably due to factors not under their 
control; the Government and its Finance Member must shoulder a 
great deal of respon.sibility for their sorrj' plight to-day. If Govern- 
ment were impired by a sound financial indicy, if its Finance Member 
were a statesman instead of l)eing merely a clever and watchful lU'counU 
ant, if the Government hud the imagination and foresight t4t (rim their 
sails to the passing winds, their l>ark would not now have la^en heading 
straight for national bankruptcy. liust year, Sir, 1 characteriHed the 
budget of that year as the budget of a sj>endthrift and u liWrtine who 
would shut hi<» eyes to his dwindling purse and build on the vague hope 
of something turning up. I said that Mr, Marr’s vague hoj>e» of 
increasing revenues were a wild dream and that, if anything, revenuee 
would only grow less. It is no pbuisure to me to find that I was a true 
prophet. The figures in (he revised estimates have come down far 
below expectations and the net result, in spite of all the economies that 
the Government could bring themselves to make, bus Ixien a revenue 
deficit of about Ils. 2,11,00,000 in the place of a budget estimate of 
Rs. 98,00,000. On ever>' major head of revenue the income ha<l coma 
incredibly below exiiectations. 

It will not do to pretentl that all this was sheer ill-luck. Nothing 
of the sort. The Goventmenl lioosted up its revenue budget with no 
materials to go ujxm, without the shade of a shadow of hope to build 
upon and deliberately — or recklessly I do nut c'are wTiich walked into 
the disaster which Mr. Marr so plaintively Wwails. 

Have they learnt by their experience? No. The estimated revenue 
this year has been cut lower than last year no doubt, but yet it has been 
maintained at a figure higher than the revised estimate of this year. 
Mr. Ifarr expects Rs. 4,00,000 more in fixed land revenue, Us. 11,00,000 
more from Government estates, R«. 6,00,f)00 more from country 
•pirita, Rs. 9,00,000 more from non-jndiciaJ stamps, Rs. 11,00,000 
more from court^fees and so on and so forth— And how? It is invari- 
ably in some vague hope of revival of trade and improvement of 
nctmii: conditions, of which, Mr. Marr frankly admits in his speech 
signs can be seen at preaent.** Unleos this last statement is a hrmi 
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eaphamism, it u a groM undersUtamant of facts. For all tha signs 
that there are unmistakably point to a gloomiar economic position ahead, 
not here alone, but all the world oyer. 

With his eyes wide open to this dreary prospect, the Finance 
Member still pretends to expect some improyement and lends himself 
to a deliberate and baseless inflation of reyenue fig:ures for nothing 
apparently except to make the deficit appear much lower than it is 
bound to be — to give his budget some appearance of decency and 
respectability. 

With all that what he achieves is merely the cheerful prospect of a 
revenue deficit of Rs. 1,04,00,000 and the lively anticipation of 
shouldering the burden of on annual expenditure of over Rs. 25,00,000 
for a sinking fund ! 

The actual figures are bound to be much worse. Everything in the 
iK;onomic fiosition to-day points to a further decline of rsvenue. We 
should be lucky if next year we make even the Rs. 9,06,00,000 that our 
revised estimates show this year. The excess of Rs. 43,00,000 over that 
in the budgeted revenue is mere moonshine. The only sound principle 
of budgeting to-day with steadily diminishing returns from year to year, 
would be to count on getting no more than Rm. 9, 00, (X), 000. The excess 
of Rs. 49,00,000 estimated in the budget must, therefore, be added to 
the deficit if the expense side of the budget is to, stay. In other words, 
our deficit then would he not Rs. 1,04,00,000 but Rs. 2, 13, (K), 000. 
Our annual commitment for the sinking fund would then come up to 
•bout Rs. 29,00,000 at the end of last year. 

I say, Sir, that it is an outrage on our common sense to expert us 
to lake such a budget as a sol)er and serious business proposition. A 
deficit of Rs. 2,00,00,000 with a revenue of Rs. 9,00,00,0(K) is utterly 
preposterous. 

It is too late in the day now going on pretending that this is only 
a temjwrary adversity. For all that we see this thing has come to stay. 
Anyway, sound commonsense would dictate that we should work on the 
bnsis that it is going to stay and be thankful for a change for the better 
as a stroke of luck. 

If that is so, there is only one sensible way before the Finance 
Member~-and that is ruthlessly to cut down expenditure to bring the 
expense budget down to Rs. 9,00,00,000, or, in other words, to knock 
off Rs. 2,13,00,000 of expenditure. 

The Hon’ble MemW asks us to believe that itj eanncvt be done. He 
has been at considerable pains to make out that the expenditure has 
really ieache<l the rockbottom and he makes a present of the fact that 
even this ykar there have been fnrther reductions which have given a 
total additional saving of Rs. 29,00,00(k-*^dmost exactly the figuie whieh 
we should be paying eveiy year from next veer for paying our debts. 
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I iiK»U luritiy rauniiie Mr. Mair's daim tiiat tka axe liat beea 
eMMtitttly at wonk in Bengal einee 1921, and every bit of expenditure 
tkat could be spared baa been chopped off. 

In June, 1922, the Retrenchment Committee recommended a cat of 
Be. 1,64,00,000. The Government accepted a cut of only R«. ,49,000. 

Before that there had been two cuU aggregating to about 
Rg, 1,19,00,000. So that till 1924*25, there wag a total cut of 
Jle. 1,56.00,000. Mr. Marr adds to that figure the cutg in 193041 and 
those proposed in the present budget and brings the total figure up to 
Rg. 2,01,00,000. 

But to trot out this imposing figure as a tribute to the greati sacrifice 
of the Government of Bengal would bo a great fallacy. Between 1921 
and 1924-26 the Government had to retrench for all it was worth, thanks 
to the Meston Settlement, and actually cut down lU. 1,66,00,000. 
But once the budget was thus balanced, their vigilance went to sleep. 
From that day till the wolf was at its door again last year the Govern- 
ment went on merrily adding to their ext»endhure. Part of 
the extra expenditure was due to one of the outstanding boons 
of the M(»ntford Ilefomrs — the T/ee Commission Report the burdens 
of which the Government cheerfully Iwre. What with the increased 
enuduments of officers and luxurious expenditure on items like the 
police, the Government managed to swell its expenditure to 
Re, 1,04,00,000 more than the figtires of 1924-25. The retrenchments 
made hi the early years of the reforms were prnrtically swallowed up by 
the year 1029-30. By the side of that achie%’einent, it is small wonder 
that the saving of Rs. 45,00,000 last year and the savings pr(»}H)sed thia 
year do not make a brave show. 

A study of the figures in detail discloses interesting fmds. Till 
1924-25 cver>’ department was called upon to sacrifice. When better 
times came, all the money went practically to pamper the siwili 
children of the Government and starve its bread-winners. The follow- 
ing table will show the losgea and gains of gome of the departmenU: — 
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Vet fsin 
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Police 
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30 

+ 30 

Jails 

3 
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+ 3 
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33 


Pttblio Health 

9 

1ft 

+ 6 

Foceete 

6 

0 

-6 

Irrigatioa 

.. 13 

0 

-13 

Afrieutture 

7 

3 


yMinitijea 

6 

0 

-0 


J b M W ttt g Educatiou and Public Health which have received aonte imall 
mercy, the departmeutg on which all the added reveaiie haa beeii 
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Kquandered are thoae which spend without any return. Departments 
like Forest, Irrigation, Agriculture and Industries, on which money 
wisely spent would bring a substantial return, have all been kept on 
starring rations ever since the Meston Settlement drained off their 
sustenance. 

Imagine for one moment what wonders could hare achieved if the 
pitra crore and more of rupees which the Government got as a result 
of the hrst retrenchment had been spent on the Department of Agri- 
culture, in organising and husbanding production and in financing 
enterprise on co-operative lines, or spent on developing the potential 
wealth of forests, or in developing irrigation and drainage, with a 
little of the imagination and organisation that Hussia has shown in 
her Five-year Plan ! The result would take our breath away. Bengal 
would have been overflowing with wealth and the Government treasury 
flowing with gold ! But we spent all that money on maintaining a 
bloated buieuucracy and a pampered police. Is it any wonder that 
Mr. Marr finds himself weeping his eyes out at the dismal situation in 
Bengal to-<!ay after following a purblind financial policy in the years 
of coinpuiative ease? 

‘Well—I shall be told — it is no good crjing over spilt milk. What 
have I to offer by way of a remedy ? 

I would in the first place cut down our expenses to Rs. 9,00,00,000. 
It is not only not imjxiesible but perfectly feasible, A five per cent. 
cut on all departments, as was done in 1921, would alone bring in 
Rs. 55,00,000. If the Government in its present distress examines 
once agiiin the report of the Retrenchment Committee, it will probably 
find it possible now to accept more of their recommendations than they 
would in tbeii better days. Elaborate archaisms which are lingering 
on and acting us fifth wheel to the coach, such as Commissionerships 
and the Bonnl of Revenue, may I>e abolished. 

Another important method by which retrenchment may I)e effected 
is to seek to transfer services now rendered by stipendiaries to volun- 
tary agencies. That would not only reduce expenditure but be a very 
effective nieans of training people in self-government and in removing 
popular dis«!ontent. If police functions are entrusted to voluntary 
defence committees in outlying areas, it is bound to lead also to a great 
improvement in police administration. Circle officers may be gradually 
leplaced by progressively entrusting capable and experienced presidents 
of union boards with supervising powers over adjoining boards under 
the su|)ervisiott of the district board. Similarly, the costs of inspeo- 
iion of schools might be substantially reduced by entrusting selected 
head masters or other availalde locnl men with the duty of visiting 
adjoining schools. These are some of the avenue which may be suo» 
OMsfnlly explored. 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


tmi 




Anoilier way in which retrenchment may be eought and one lor 
which there 1:^ an urgent call is by cutting down overhead exj^ensea in 
every department. The overhead expenses in our administration have 
glways been out of proportion to the services rendered. And at the 
present moment after a series of cuts which have hopelessly depleted the 
funds available for service » it would be a wirkeil waste of money to 
maintain the full complement of overhead staff. When new ex}>endi- 
ture on Irrigation or Public Works is abolished, must we still main- 
tain an elaborate load of highly qualified experts for just maintaining 
the existing works for which a much cheaper staff would l>e adequate f 
When expenditure for field work in agriculture is no longer possible, 
must we maintain an elaborate equipment for research work which we 
have no means to make available to the cultivators? 

As I hove observed. Sir, our present depression is not n [lassing 
phase, but has, by all apjiearanoes, (mhu© to stay. If that is so, we 
cannot expwl to find funds for new' senices for years ft) come. The 
only sensible course for us would, therefore, Ik‘ to reduce the overheatV 
staff to the barest minimum necessary to cairy on, ti listing to Wlter 
times to have our full complement again. 

W^hen by drastic economies wo have, as we had after 1921>‘J{», a 
fund of about Rs. 1,00,00,000 at least available for new senice, w© 
might plan for enormous expansion on lines which will bring money 
to the (Rnernment. With Rs. 1,00,00,000 to provide n sinking fund, 
we might easily liorrow Rh. 15,00,00,000 to Rs. 20, 00, 00, Of H) which we 
might K|w*nd on ])roductive capital w’^ork. Or, by sjwnding 
Us. 1,00,00,000 a year we might carry out a piogramme of economic 
organiMitiou and scientific production whh'h lietween them will place 
the countiy for ever above w’ant. Sir William ^V ilcox could work 
wonders with that sum. Sir Daniel llamilton promises marvellous 
results from a .similar outlay. A study of all that hos l)een achieved 
iu Soviet Russia w’ill open our eyes to unsusjiected |> 08 sibilities. And, 
by pursuing such a jmlicy Bengal will yet grow rich, even though the 
rest of India may not agree to remove that mountain of inequity the 
Meston Settlement. 

I implore the Government for once in their life to visualise the 
enormous possibilities of such a programme; let them for once realise 
that active work for the economic advancement of the country is as 
important a function of the State at least as maintenance of law^ and 
order; let them but put their foot down on all avoidable exi>enditure 
on their bureaucracy and pool all their resources for the work of build- 
ing up national prosperity ; and we will yet find a way out of the woods 
thoogli frowning walls of wild weeds may seem to block our way and 
loworing clouds should seem to darken our view— 

[fim tlie member having reached hia time-limit raenmed hii saai*] 
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Btbtf KHETTBR liOHAN RAY; Mr. Presid^t, Sir, annual discus- 
sion of th© budget is a time-honoured practice, but it is ol doubtful 
utility. For, we do not find that the Hon’We Member in framing the 
budget has ever taken any inspiratians from such discussions, nor do 
we find the Government ever having seriously taken notice of the 
suggestions made from time to time by the members in criticising the 
bu^t. Be that as it may, I beg to submit the following observationa 
on the budget: — 

I^st year at the time of the budget discussion I said “Prospects 
before uh are gl{M>my, perhaps more gloomy than the figures in the 
l/udget indicate. On the receipts side some figures were taken on the 
assumption that the condition in the next year would impi'ove a little, 
but we do not find any signs that the economic depression would be 
lifted in the near future.” Alas! my words have come to be too true. 
What I said in re«pe<'t of the last budget is eijually applicable to the 
budget preHente<l by the Hon*ble the Finance Member last Monday. 
Here also we find that under major heads on the receipts side figures 
were jwt down in the budget in the hoji© of some economic improve- 
ment in the next year. At a time when economic depression is gradu- 
ally tightening around us, it is not at all expedient, nor is it iwudent, 
to take figures on the re<'eipts side of the budget for the next year 
higher than those of the current year. 

Now let us turn to some figures in the budget. We are told that 
the total revenue receipts, us revised, for the current year would stand 
at Rs. 9,0fi,39,000 as against Rs. 11,J15,87,000 of 1929-30. After 
excluding the abnormal receipt of Rs. 52,00,000 under stamps from 
the total receipts of 1929-30, there has been a drop in revenue of no 
less than Rs. 1,77,48,000 since 1929-30. It is further told that the 
working of the current year would entail a deficit of about 
Re. 2,10,94,000. In onler to cover this deficit, the Government would 
bonow this sum from the lioon Fund of the Government of India at the 
end of the present financial year — for which annual poyment of 
Rs. 14,33,000 will have to Ik? made for a jjeriod of 50 years. Similarly, 
in the Imdget for 1932-33 we are faccnl with a probable deficit of 
Rs. 1,63,29,000 which will l)e covered by a loan from the Goveumment 
of India. Rejinyment of this loan will be Rjwead over a period of 60 
years by equated annual instalment^ of Rs. 11,09,000. The budget, 
as framed, is somewhat optimistic, as I have said above. But if the 
praseui state of the eiMmomic depression continues throughout the 
next year, the deficit in the next year will he much heavier than what 
is estimate in the budget. From 1930-31 we find the Government 
have been cairyiiig on the administration at a defieii, the deficit for 
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^ jrfif 1990*^ ^Ting beon oov«i«d by » large ojpaiiiag balanae^ 
1^ Ikia atat# of tbiiiga coatiimes for some yeara, Bengal will be groan* 
ing under raproductiTe debta wbicb will have no aaaeta behind tkeiiu 
To csorer the deficit by borrowing ahould be reported to when all other 
poastUe reaourcea have completely failed. As long the gap could 
be bridged by retrenchment, it is the clear duty of the ilovernment 
to retrench. It is natural in these circumstances that the )ieople will 
turn their attention to what the Government have done in the matter 
of economies and retrenchment. 

But the question is whether the Government have gone to the end 
of the ladder in the matter of retrenchment. The only retrenchment 
on the general administrutiim charges is 10 }it»r cent, cut in the salariea 
uf the Government servants. The savings due to 10 pvr rrnt. cut in 
the jiay during the next year are nnticijmted at Us. ;Ui. 08,000, U^idea 
reduction of conveyance allowance, etc., which would probably 
amount to Us. 1,54,000. But these savings a'ould almost Im* sa'alloweil 
up by tbe abnormal ex]K‘nditure on Police and Jails, etc., due to the 
terriH-ist movement and political unrest. Then the Ilon’hle Kinunc'e 
Member has infonnesl us that they wen^ aide t(» re*iuce expimdituiw 
by Rs. 1,00,000 by minor economies. These very figures climrly jadiit 
out that the Government have not carried their economies and retrench- 
ment for enough. It is, therefore, that w'e would a{ypeal to the 
Government to exidore all avenues t^f retrenchments and <*conomies, 
and the principal source.s Isung those of the graduated cuts in salaried 
instead of a flat cut of 10 prr rrnt. and cbojrping off of the KU}>erfiiiitieA. 
From our experience of the jmst years it would be futile to try to r<iii- 
vince the Government that c*ousidenible amounts of expenditure in 
some departments other than luition-building can easily he reslm'ed 
without any detriment to the dejiartments c<»ncen)etl, with a view to 
economy on account of the distressed condition of the country, but 
also, in addition, tt> make ^>rovision for the exptuisitm of the tninsferred 
subjecte. 

Of the total expenditure, one-third, roughly sjieaking, gis^s to the 
transferred .subjects. There has lieen, for some years, jr(»gredsive 
increase in the expenditure of the Police budget. On the other hand, 
there baa been no expitnsion of the revenue, but, on the contrary, there 
IS a considerable fall in it. The result is that the transferred subjects 
have come in for retrenchment and have fell the blow heavily. 

It is well known fhat eilucation is in sore necsl of exfmnsion, Wt 
the Government would not only provide for its nc^rmal ex[iandiofl 
but would reduce the grants which have hitherto been made. I need 
not say anything about the attitude of tbe Government Wwnrds the 
CJniveraity of Calcutta which is well known. Nf»ii-Govemment coUegee 
in receipt of granta are somehow carrying on within their limited 
meant plus the Governmeui granta. Professor# and teachem of these 
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colleges are ill-paid. There is no grade, no security of serrioe 
the libraries and laboratories attached to them are ill-eqnipped. 
the present state of things, Government propose a cut of 10 per c^t. 
in the existing grants. With incomes from fees gradually shrinking, 
it would be impossible for the colleges to get on with thmr work unlesM 
the Government maintain the existing grants. Even in normal years 
the nation-building departments have not received fair treatment from 
the Government in the matter of distribution of revwiue to meet the 
various requirements of the people. The result is that many of the 
nation-building departments, such as Public Health, Medical Industries 
and Education, are being starved. It is only proper that retrenchments 
and economies should be effected in departments other than nation- 
building. Here it will not be out of place to say that it was repeatedly 
urged in this Council to appoint a Committee consisting of official and 
non-official members in order to consider and report what retrenchments 
and economies could l>e affecte<l in the various departments of the 
Government. Hut the Government have turned down these proposals by 
saying that the report of a Retrenchment Committee which was 
appointed some ten years l)efore was available to them and that they had 
given effect (o .some recommendations. But the question is whether the 
Government hiul carried out all the recommendations of the commit- 
tee, and, if not, why they were not gi'^'u effect to? The Government 
have not given us any rejisons for not carrying out all the recommen- 
dations. Besidt*^, that committee was appointed under different 
conditions and different circumstances. In the meantime, the condi- 
tions of the countrj" due to the economic distn^s have materially 
changed. For reasons best known to them, the Government of Bengal 
have not yet thought fit to associate non-official advice and assistance 
in the matter of wonomies, though other provincial Governments have 
already nppfwntefl committees of officials and non-officials for retrench- 
ment. The responsibility is, therefore, doubly onerous on the Govern- 
ment to show that nde<iunle economies have l)een effecteil. In this, 
as I have already jK>int<'d out, Government have failed. Our country 
is passing through an intense deprt\s8ion from which all classes of 
people are suffering. We do not know when our country will recover 
from its effects. At such a critical position, sound financial policy 
is rigid economy and retrenchment all round. 

5-30 p.m. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANCRJI Baliidur: Sir, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise to make some general ohservations on the 
budget presented by the Hon*bie the Finance Member a week ago. 
The budget is, indeed, a dismal one — as has been chaieoterised by 
some of the speakers who preceded me— not because it is a defiai 
budget but because there has not been an equitable distributiofi of 
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E pU, Like the ^mily budget, tbe virtue ol a Government budget 
not lie in tbe creation of sundusee, nor even in the equation 
el expenditure with receipts, but in tbe just distribution of receiiiis 
among tbe various dejxu'tments, tbe de|Kirtnieuts which are pitiduc* 
tive, claiming the lion’s shore. Judged by that standard, our budget 
ia^ indeed, a melancholy one. 


My sympiithicNi* are with the Finance Meinlier. The receipts under 
**IiGnd Revenue” are Wlow the figure of a couple of years agi) by over 
Rs. 14, 00, otto. Excise by Rs. G8,(M),000, SlaiufH by Rs. 1,15.00,000, 
Forests by Rs. 14,00,000 and Registration by nearly Us. 13,00,000, 
These indicate the tM‘oiioniic condition of tlu^ jm>vince. 'I'he world 
trade is distressing; money-market is tight; jute, rice and tea>markett 
on which the e<*onoinic pnwperity of the [/rovince dejxoidH are 
thoroughly depies.sing as a result of which the reteipls under “Fund 
Revenue” and ”St!im|>s” which are the initiciptl }nl)ars (»f the State- 
treasury have suffeml a considerable fall. Frider thes«» circuinstam^s, 
Bengal always smarting under the wn ug^ of the Mest<ni Si*ttleinent 
Ciinnot but have a deficit hudgi*t — a [sniiion fi>r who h the Futaiice 
Member cannot 1 h' held tt^|>onsible. (’iunimrcsl with the other pn^- 
gressive <‘ountii(‘N, a J4*\enne of Hs. 0,00, 00, (MX) to Rs. 10,(K),00.(X)0 
for and fr<mi a proviiu e of 50 nullions »d p<*ople «’annot pnHluce Imtler 
rt»sults. We must admit that our m'ei|Xs are small and accordingly 
we Iwvome nervous of the deH< it of Rs. 2.(M),00,0(X). In Great BriUiin 
which has a iMjipulation less than that of Bengal, the naticmal expendi- 
ture (excluding Post Office) as early as HKHt was 123 million jvounds — 
though in 1931 it was H04 million pf>unds. In 1900, the entire cast 
of social services in Great Britain wuis IH million pninds -though in 
193! the whole cost of so< ial ser\ices Mas 237 million jiounds. They 
could afford such luxuries Isu ause in lfKX» on<f'-thirfe<Mith of the national 
income was taken awiiy in national and bs'al taxation uml in 1931, 
one-third of the national income was taken in nitm and taxation. 
In Great Britain, the average annual income is £100, whereas in mir 
country, the average income is infinitely suiall (iit»t more than £8). 
Great Britain, economically sound as she i», faced the deficit of 170 
million pounds in 1931 with calmness and K|uanimity. I have placed 
tbeee figurea only to show that in our criticism of the budget w© 
ebould not forget, which we often do, that our riM-eipis are smidl and 
our population enormous, and accordingly our expenses per head 
would be correspondingly lower. That is the position which we shall 
have to recognise liefore w’e offer any criticism of the budget. My 
impression, Wsed on the close study of the financial organisation id 
tbe country, is that as long as the iniquities of the Heston Settlement 
coniurae, Bengal with such a high pipulation can never pretend to 
have a satisfactory budget. Under tbe existing arrangement, tbe 
provincial revenue receipts of Bengal are lower than those of Bombay, 

14 
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Ifadms and the TTnitad ProTincee-^tliongh of all pro^noea, Bengtl 
pay* the largest amount in customs and inoomo-ttti. It ahours that 
Bengal is not the poorest province though the provincial exchequer 
is the weahest. The tragedy of Bengal lies in this anomaly of the 
situation. Unless Bengal comes out of this tmpdssa through the 
rec^juimendation of the hederal Pinanoe Oommittee to which reference 
wan mode by the Hon’ble the Finance Member in introducing the 
budget, the province is doomed both financially and politically, 
lecause no safe political stnicttire c*an thrive on a weak financial basis. 

Thus I can sympathise with the Finance Member, but I cannot 
congratulate him on the bu<Vget estimates. The Finance Member takes 
the credit that retreiu hraent and reduction were taken recourse to in 
the way of relieving the dejiressing situation, Imt the credit is marred 
by the fact that the sura of Rh. 87,00,000 saved a year b>' the cut in 
salttiies is eafen up by abnoniial exi)enditure on ‘‘Jails’^ and the 
“Police” and the other de|mitineiits. This is deplorable and in view 
of this, there is no virtue in nnluction. The Government are thus 
guilty of tw(»fold sins: they have retluceil the earning strength of 
human units in their Heiwi<*e and have wasted the savings thus effected 
over unprcsluctive deimi’tments. Re<luction can only find justification 
in the fact that the money savetl is fruitfully and j>rf>fitahly utilised. 

Sir, T would like to invite the senetis attention of the Government 
to the fact thu( th«‘re can U* no justification for a deficit budget if it 
is the lesult of making |Movision for abnornni] exjHMKlitureM on Jails 
and the INdice. Disoniers and chaos must la* Mt(»p|)ed — that is the 
wish of us nil. Rut, J^ir, I wt>uld ask in all seriousness and with all 
humility if the records at the J^MTetariai show that disonler and dis- 
content have decrense<l as a result of abnormal exjwnditure mi Police. 
I am not here to disjnite the ihmhI fcvr more pdice and more jails in 
the present abnormal Hitiiutiori of the country; our grievances are not 
against expenditures on those departments. But as long as the other 
|iroductive depnrtineiitH would lie starvecl for the sjike of law and 
order, discontent and disonU*r would stare us more in the face. I 
deplore the disturbing isditiml Hituaiion in the countr>% but I deplore 
all the more that far-sighttHl statesmanship has been sacrificed at the 
altar of ex|HHlieiicy. I ladieve that disturbed piditical conditions are 
to a great extent responsible for the deficit budget, but I do not see 
any statesmanship in the fact that every pie saved should be swallowed 
up by Jails and Police for pditical reasons. Under no canon of ptdi- 
tical economy it can be justifie<l that there should be reduction in the 
cost of smial services to increase the cost of the Department of I 41 W 
and Order* 

We can ujiderstaiid the neeeesity of “borrowing^* far emergency 
perpoace, we can iqipreciate re<luctioe to balance budget, we earn 
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eonpralMHid iieir taxation for now bat wo fail to imdaiitaad 

ar appreeiato the fhltenini^ of the nnprodnctive departliienta at the 
Doit of the prodnctiYe onaa. 

Wittlvl trCD JALALUDDIN HAiHlMY: I mudt (my at the 

OuUet that I had no leisure nor inclination to study the figures of the 
budget ill detail. But, Sir, I hove read and reread with all possible 
care and attention the speech made by the Hoirble the Finance Meiiil>er 
in which I have found nothing new and there is no redeeming featuiw 
about it. Sir, the Hoirble the Finance Memlier has taken lecourse to 
borrowing in order to balance his budget. In my opinion, Sir, he 
should have taken re<*ourse to on altogetlier different course, namely, to 
farther retrenchment. By iHumwing he pro[K)ses to bulunce the budget 
which means that a very heavy anioiint will he hanging on our neck 
for a long time to come. Sir, as mattei'v stand at prf»sent, there is no 
hope of doing away with this Inirrowiiig even in future years --even the 
Finam’e Memlier has not Imhmi aide to hohl out any hope that in the 
next year we shall In* altile to ilo away I'ith lsuit)wing in balancing our 
budget. Sir, I would suggest some printical measures if the Honide 
the Finance Memlier would only he inclined to accept my suggestions. 
T would at once propose to retrench further the cost of establishment of 
this Goveniinent and would suggest that the pay df the governor of this 
province should not he imire than Rs. 500. Sir, wt accepted a 
resolution to that effect at the Karachi (kingress. I would suggest 
even a lesser pay for the memhei's of the Kxecutive Omncil of the 
Governor, and that this sham political constitution should he dropped 
at once. It is no use for any practical purposes to have Minisien*. The 
Ministers must go, and with them their staff and ever>thtng and thus 
the Finanee Memlier w’ill he able to balance the Imdgel which is now in 
a hopeless fiosition under the present system. Government might have 
taken another course by intrmlucing a measure of fresh taxation. In 
that case, there would have been greater discontent in the country than 
what noa^ exists and I for myself would have wehiomed that idea. Kir> 
as regards the activities of the tninsferred departments to which a 
reference has been made Ijy previous speakers, what do we find?* 
Although two years have passed, the Minister of Kdiicution has not 
been able to give effect to that Aci— -the Primnr>^ Kdneation Ad. There 
is no money for agricultural improvement, for public- health and sanita- 
tion. As regards the Police, .laits, (kvil Works, Miscellaneous and 
such other items, the Hon 'hie Member has said that Government is not 
responsible for all the increase in exjienditure becuuw* Government is 
bound to cojie with the terrorist and kindred iimvements. I have not 
exactly followed the Hon*ble the Finance Member by what he meant 
**liittdred movetnanta'^ — that is ibe cosgrasa and civil dtsobadianoa 
movamani I do not want to go into *datail as to bow far iba Hon*bla 
ika Finanoa Mambar ia justified in passing that remark, becaaaa H is ao 
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UM quarrelling with Government, because we know there is a clear 
divergency ol opinion between non-official and official members on this 
view point. Sir, while the Home Member was replying to the speeches 
of the different members on the last adjournment motion, he charat*- 
terised me as an enemy of Government. I do not want to question his 
remark, hut I do not know whether he is justified in making such a 
remark in re8j)ect of a member of this Council. 

Sir, 1 must a1 once that this deficit budget is welcome not only 
to me hut to all representatives of the people, as it shows the utter 
failure of the present Government to cope with the situation as it has 
arisen. After the presentation of this budget I interviewed many 
resimnsihle men, many editors of newspapers and political thinkers and 
ewmomists ami 1 have found everywhere they were saying the very same 
thing and expressing the same idea that Govenimeul is on the verge of 
bankruptcy and that this Government cannot go on any further. This 
is the <lirect result of the jKdicy and methods adopted by the Govern- 
ment in regard to the Congress movement w^hich represents the great 
majority of the people. I think many memWr.N of this Council will 
agree with me that the credit of the British GoviTruiient is lost — lost to 
this pnivinco as well as other pjovinces, lost to India ami the other 
countries of the world, and I can assure the IJon’hle the hiuance 
MemWr that he will never he able during the next year U) realise even 
what he has anticipated in his budget. If the jMditical situation in the 
country does mit improve, there is really no chance of the I’evival of 
trade, commerce and industry' and I am sure that the estimate and the 
forecast of the Finance Member will go much l>elow his anticipation. 
Sir, if Government is really serious almut balancing their budget, it 
must seriously think about the matter and compromise with the party 
now in imwer in the countiy — 1 mean the Congress to which a reference 
has also been made by the llon’hle the Finance Member. Surely, Sir, 
without the sympathy and co-operntiou of the iMJople of the country and 
the organisation which represents them, a Government cannot prosper, 
a Govornnient cannot even exist. The other day the Government of 
India raised a loan at 6J per cent, interest per annum. Government 
can and will have to raise fresh loans in order to balance tbeir budget, 
but it will lose the proper support and sympathy of the people of the 
country by laising loans at such high interest. A day will then come 
when Govenimeut will fail to raise a loan in that way and if things 
m^e allowed to go on in this way, the problem of currency which is now 
the central idea of the people will have to be revised in future. 

5-45 p.m. 

During the next few years, if this year passes in this way, I am fure 
Goveminent will l)eeome bankrupt and they will have to go away from 
Bengal leaving the state of affairs to that party which can manage ita 
own affaire. 
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Now, w regard* the increase in the expenditure on jails, police, civil 
works and miscellaneous, for the next year, we hnd that aliont 
Be. 1,00.000 will be spent in excess. But even taking this grant of 
so heavy an amount last year what do we find regarding the treatment 
of prisoners in jailP Everywhere and from e%’eiy' part of Bengal com* 
plaints were made that the treatment of political prisoners was very 
unsatisfactory and left much to be desired. The people who desired 
classification wei-e not classified by Government and there a^ere many 
other injustices done to them. It is said by the Finance Memlwr that 
the terrorist movement and other kindred movements, of which 
reference has been made to^ny, account for a j*um of Hs. 21,00,(X>0; 
it is not much and I do not understand how (he Ifon’ble Maml)er can 
conne<!t this heavy ex|)eiidit.ure with the outbreak of the terrorist and 
other revolutionary movements. In this connection 1 would like to 
ie[>eat a note of warning that m long as this system of Government 
exists and so long as this s<irt of repressive laws is retained by Govern- 
ment, there is no hojH* of haianriiig the budget and also of coming to a 
Mitisfactoiv arraiigeineiit with j^egard to (he Meston Award with the 
(Vntral Government, as the Hon ble Finanee Memln'r hopes. I have 
studied (he coliimnH <»f newsj>ajH*rs regarding (lie provincial I'ontrihu- 
(ions to the coffer of the Government of India and 1 find that there is 
very little hope that there wnll he any satisfactory readjustment or that 
justice will l>e done to us in regard to this award, Mr. B. (\ Chalterjee 
may get hi.s portfolio of law and order hut, although 1 am very much 
optimistic, I am juetty sure that for the Government of Bengal there 
will not he any justice <huie regarding this Meston Settlement. 

With these words 1 resume my seat. 

Mtitivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of wdiii h is us folhiws; - 

“Mr. President, taking intt) coiisidetaticm the budgets of the last 
thrc^ years one would have no hesitation in declaring that Government 
have not shown any ability in the iidiiiinistrution of the cxiuntry 
during this }>eriod. The speecli of the Hon 'hie Firuiin‘e Meiulier in 
presenting the budged of the next year is depressing, In order to cover 
defiedf of Rs. 2, 10,94, (KK) and of Bs, he has suggested tak- 

ing of loans fmm Government of In<Ha. But in view' of unexpected low 
prices of agricultural pnaluces, increasing trade depression and 
unemployment, as the debt of Governiimnl will go cm multiplying from 
year to year and as within a few' years expeitdiiurt* will far excecul 
income, from where w'ill the future Finance Memlier Iwirrow nmney and 
save the Government of Bengal from lionkruplcy? The HoiPbJe 
Finance Member hae banked iiia hof>es on (he considerations of the 
Federal Finance Committee, which will, be expect*, set aright the 
injttilioe of the Meeton setUemenL 
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Bui taking for gnM^tod ikat the Fo4oral Fmanoe Conunitioe 
will do iU duty by Bengal the extra money that Bengal Ckrranuntnt 
will haTe wiU prove ineuffioient for making up the gradually fhUing 
revenuee owing to eocmomic dietrees and at the same time lor the 
repayment of the loan. Unless Government devote themsdlves from 
even now to the solution of the economic crisis in the country along 
with unexpected fall in revenues from land, excise and stamp the all* 
destructive revolutionary movement will assume, particularly on account 
of economic distress, such a terrible form that it will he hardly possible 
to manage things by spending for the Jail and Police Departments 
the budgeted sums along with all the money that may be received by 
the revision of the Meston settlement. For a section of the educated 
unemployed of the country has already joined the revolutionary party. 
They will be ultimately joined by masses of day labourers who are 
unable to find work and prtM-ure tw*d for themselves and their families. 
Brides, in a country where n portion of the people have come to regard 
it as a proud thing to court imprisonment why shmild they pay any 
heed to the jail and the police P In free countries these laliourers are 
taken care of by Government. In this I'ountry they were taken care 
of by the peasants, landlords and merchants. At the present moment 
they are busy with the work of saving themselves. >^The abnormal low 
price of agricultural produces has ruined the tenants on the one hand 
and on thc^ other hundreds of zawimhin and ialvtitlarg whose estates 
have lieen sedd for non-payment of revenues. Of these* the estiites with 
comparativedy high revenues have remained uudisponed as yet.e^his 
fac t WHS elicited in answer to the (juestion of Raja Bhupendra Narayan 
Sinha Bahadur of Nashipur. It would not be surprising if Government 
state in answ'or to a c|uestiou as to bow' many jotet have lieen sold for 
uon-payinent of rent that tliey will have to appoint additional oflicers. 

It is a greater matter for c'oncern iliat if the economic* situation 
dcMis not improve the zamiiuJurn will find it simply impcmsible to pay 
up land revenues to Government even by the sale of the of the 

ieUuuis. The condition of the money -lenders is metre pitiable. #ln the 
ubeeace of any arrangement for |>ecuuinry aid or grant of loan at low 
interest tu craftemen of Bengal by Getvernment and on account of the 
dearth of buyers for their productions their condition Has also become 
serious. Government are so occupied with the political question tbit 
they do uot pay the least attention to the deplorable condition of the 
raipd/s and other [leople who depend on the nnifati for their subsistence. 
In reply to the question of Seth Hununiau lht>sad IHiddar Mr. Prentice 
admitted on the 15th February the existence of no-rent and no-debt 
movements in some of the districts of East Bcmgal and stated that the 
Criminal Trocedure Code and the Emergency Powers Ordinance were 
being used against them, i^ut as a representative of the people I would 
warn him agatn.Hi following a wrong course. The Bengal tenancy haa 
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HP to wiibhold mtt tnd lo%n^ thojr only want that thare should 
In toiMi slaekoass in the roalisatioii of rents and loans so ps the 
pponomto situation of the country does not improve. There are some 
points of similarity between the present tinaucial condititoi of the 
fenpotf and the financial cx)ndition of the (iuvernrueut of Bengal as 
disclosed by the Hou'ble Finance Meinlier, with this important 
difierenee that the Government of Bengal is arranging tc» take loans 
from Government of India ahile the indebted tfuj/ats of Bengal cannot 
raise even Ks. KM) on a property valuetl at Us. lO.(HM). Goveriimeni 
have gf»t to take steps for the iinprovement t»f their tondition and I 
think that if they spend half the mtmey allotted to the .lail Department 
things will look up. F(»r two reasons, it woiihl appear, the Finance 
Member hue despaired of the situation, rt:., fall of revenues and 
terrorism. But the remetly does not lie in ordinances. Government 
should ac^^ept my advice and follow* it and then tht\v will he s(K>n aide 
to bring back old prosperity.*’ 

[At 6 p.ra. the (h>uncil was adjourned for prayer and it reasseiiibled 
at 6-10 p.nu] 

Babli 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Mr. President, Sir, once again 
the cheerless budget of a province, gradually sinking under inw|uitous 
loads, is before us. Only a few years back the opening bulaiite was 
Rs. 4,0(),(K),()(K1 and odd; but under the consumptive ilisease that (he 
province has Iweu suffeiiiig from, (his year it has come down to 
Ra. ;;{O,0|7,O(M); and as the deficit (his year is to W met by a ham 
spreading over 50 years, next year it will Iw lielow the serti point. 
Ho we have not the slightest hope of a brighter future unless there 
be a substantial increase in ibe revenue of the province. The imp<»si- 
lion of new taxation is out of the question; the halMarveil i^Miple 
of Bengal have long ogt) overleaped the taxable limit, ’i be only way 
of increasing the revenue is to undo the wrongs under which th# 
province is groaning. 

Sir, it is not worth the while of anybody either to congratulate or to 
condemn the Honlile Finance Memlier; he is the driver of an old 
ramshackle machine and the troubles of the passengers are due more to 
the condition of the machine than to the skill or otherwise of the driver. 
As is evident from the sympathetic tone of (he Finance Member, he 
feels and bears equally with the passengers the bone-breaking, mrv^- 
tearing joltings of the machine and for that he deserves the sympathy 
of every one of the passengerti. 

Sir, sympathy or no-sympathv, this Imne-breaking drive has brought 
ueall to the end of our patience and a change is essentially necessary 
for Hjc life of the province. No doubt, (he hcqie of a new mai bine with 
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ttftiicr ride, a new constitution with better financial prospect, is dan§^led 
before our eyes. But, leaving aside the examination of the difierent 
parts of it to experts, we are not going to have tbe fortune or otherwise 
of riding that car before long two years have passed by. But, Sir, two 
years is not a very short time and, the present financial conditions 
prevailing, the province may be crushed for good by that time. The 
Government should do something immediately for removing this condi» 
tion. If some mannas be not dropped from high before we reach the 
promised land, we are sure to perish in the desert of bankruptcy. 

Sir, the word “retrenchment” is in the air for some time past and the 
Hoirble Fii^ance Member has referred to retrenchment or ei^onomy 
efiecteil by (he (joveriimenl. Some retrenchment has been effected no 
doubt, but a ))it of an angler that I am, I cannot help chara<‘terising it 
anything but a nibbling retrenchment which will never hfH)k or haul up 
the desired fish ; a biting retrenchment w ill be requiretl for that purpose. 
The nihhling retrenchments effecteil by tbe Government do not reduce 
the expenditure hy more than Its. 71,15,000. This is a drop in the 
ocean and will not help to save the unfortunate province from its mad 
career towards the ahyss of financial destruction; whole-hearted retrench- 
ments to make the expenditure ot the province to keep pace with its 
revenue can only help that way. 

Sir, we find that 11 executive officers are retuine<l in a station where 
there are only 7 court-rooms and we know how the superfluous hands do 
their day's work by strolling on the vetamlahs or sitting by the side of 
a brother <»fticer taking up a case and thereby prolonging the hearing of 
the cuse to tbe inconvenience of the jmrties. We find that costly irriga- 
tion ofKcers with all the paraphernalia of engineers, stuffs, tools and 
inuchines, are maintained in the districts to hatch plans which are few 
and far between and prohibitively expensive. We find that Govern- 
ment secondary schools (which judged from their results are undoubtedly 
second class if not third class whools) are run a.s model schools in a 
provini’c where more than otie thousand se<x>ndary schools, l)oth aided 
and iiuttided, are run by the people; but no money is found for niniiiug 
technical st hools which are expected to solve the economic problem to 
some extent. We see that the agricultural and industrial de{>arttneiitA 
are run in such a way that nuyni$ and industrialists shun them ae 
haunted houses. We see that in spite of the recommendations of the 
Betrenchment (\)mmitiee, the |K>sts of Divisional Commissioners are 
still retained and we see that in spite of the repeated cry of the people, 
the adiuiuistratitm of (he province is run hy three Ministers, four 
Kxtk'Utive (kmncillors and a host of Secretaries. Sir, our credulity 
must be strained lieyond its breaking point, if after all this w^e are asked 
to Wlieve that the Government is sincere in its efforts to olleol 
retrenchmeiii 
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Sir, Witk an eye to the storm raising in the country I would n(»t 
touch the expenditure for Police which like a lusty sapling is growing 
fait and branching forth. But, Sir, I am grieved to notice that in Ihe 
ntadness of expenditure in the department there is not the slightest 
method even. The cost of the Presidency Police, to cope with the 
abnormal situation, is going up every j^ear. As it is suspected that 
the revolutionary and terrorist activities me centre<l in the city, I 
cannot have any reasonable objection to the increase in the cost of the 
Presidency Police, what I, a mufassalite, object to is the maintenance 
of it from the provincial revenue. Calcutta is immensely rich; its 
income is almost eiiuul to the revenue of the province of Assam and 
it could and should maintain its own police at its own cost or it should 
l)ear at least half the t'ost of the (Calcutta Police, hut insteml of that 
the ill-fed, ilUlud, ill-housed millions of the mufassal are made to 
bear the cost of the Calcutta Police. Sir, the mufasw*! i)eople ore 
not devoid of that amount of intelligen(‘e and feeling which make 
them understand the discrimination and feel it like the thrust of a 
poisoned dagger. Sir, svuli <li>criniinatory treatments shake to the 
base the faith of the people in the justice of the udministrution and 
administrators and 1 fear this is c»ne of the cauM*s of the present 
discontents. 

The increase in the ('Criminal Invest igatnm Department cannot but 
be rc'gretted. It lends a handle t(» the agitators who propagate that tlie 
Criminal Investigation Department like the mugiciuns bringing out 
visible things out ot a viiceuin^ bring out crimes where there are none. 

Sir, there are other factors, e(|uully imw^erful, that are increasing the 
|;K>verty of the proviioe. (hir province is not naturally poor, but she 
has been brought to the verge of bankruptcy by some injustice done to 
her. All the income fnmj jute, which is a monopoly of this provim‘e, 
and from income-tax within the pn»vince, is wivnched from her leaving 
not a single farthing for her. 

The salt-tux. Sir, is another factor in im|K»verishiiig the people of 
this province. The tax which is suspected by some to Ik* a move of some 
CtmgiVHs-j>eople for <*<dlectiiig funds for the f’ongiess tlm>ugh some 
Bombay merchants, brings to the coffer of the (loverninent about 
H». 12,(Kb(H.K), but it exac ts more than three times that amount from (lie 
people of Bengal to swell up the jiockets of Bombay inerchantH, In tiiis 
connection I w'ould like to invite the attention of o«r (toveriimeiit 
towards the helplessness of the province regarding salt and rec|ucst the 
revival of the salt industry of Bengal. 

Sir, if all these wrongs remain iinrec'tified and this top-heavy 
adminiftration continue, when the new reforms will be introcluced 
Bengal will not be in a poaitiou to stand on her legs and work the new 
oonaliiiilton. 
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t iiAke wo sagg««tioM ww I fear the GoTemme&t i» not ia a moc^ tc> 
take up suggeetione from the membere of this CouuciL 

MUNINDRA DEB BAI MAMABAI: Mr. Preeideat, Sir, our umoere 
sympathy goes with the Hon ’hie Mr. Marr for the melancholy duty he 
had to perform, perhaps for the last time in his official career, a week 
ago. I mean the presentation of the budget with a deficit of over 
Bs, 2,00,00,000 for running the administrative show — necessitated even 
after the general cut of 10 per cent . — a thing unprecedented in the 
hnancial history of Bengal. The fall in revenue is, no doubt, due to 
abnormal causes, the world conditions being one of them. Political 
situation is another. The Government held that the civil disobedience 
movement and the activities of the terrorists were responsible for this 
lamentable state of things, whereas the people held contrary views. 
They opined that all these troulbles were due to irresponsible and un- 
statesmanlike administration. The spirit of nationalism which is 
surging from one end of the country to the other cannot be throttled by 
repressive measures. liona fide concessions to {mpular demands would 
have considerably eased the situation. The bureaucratic Government 
instead of tactfully handling the situation were Wnt on (H)mmitting 
blunder after blunder and thereby exasperated the f)eople. A thorough 
overhauling of the whole machinery of Government has, therefore, 
bet^ome a matter of urgent necessity. If this state of things were 
allowed to continue, it would be impossible to balance the budget. The 
deficit will g() on increasing year after year. 

8ir, “Cut youi coat according to your rlutb” is a sound maxim. May 
I ask, has the Government ever followed it!' The administrative 
expenditure was going up hy leaps and Iwunds. It was neither a normal 
ex|mnsion nor for the furtherance of the nation-building departments, 
which we would have all welcomed. But that was not the case. The 
additional taxes im|M>sed a few years ago with the help of Sir Surendra- 
nath Banerjeu for the expansion of the uation-building departmanta 
have l>een merged with the general revenue and were being spent to 
meet the ever-growing cost of administration. 

6410 p.m. 

8ir, I find that in 1921-22 the total inc'ome of the Government of 
Bengal was Ks. 9,87.00,000. It rose to Rs. bb89,0a,000 in 192H-29 and 
Ri. 14,00,00,000 in 1929-10 but fell to Rs. 12,52,00,000 in 19‘10-31. The 
sanctioned estimate for IS-G-'K? was Rs, 12,56.00,000 and the revised 
estimates amounted to Rs. 12,12.00.000 and in the budget under 
discussion it has l>een estimated at Rs. 11,85,00,000 and the figure is 
likely to go down further if no check is put on the unbridled licence 
granted to the irres^mnsible officialdom. The financial condition of the 
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0oTeniiii«»t has drifted from bad to woree. To make the taro ends 
meet, ika Goimuniai aroald haae to borrow about Ba 8,(bb(Mb0OO to 
meet iU ordioiM^ expanditure. Tbaie would not have been any object* 
iton to tbe loan had the money been borrowed for the benefit of the 
country, say, for irrigaiional projects to save the nation from the 
ravages of death and desolation, but I cannot support the policy of 
contracting unproductive debts. The only thing wanted to meet the 
emergency was the adoption of a policy of retrenchment in the right 
direction. But the mentality of the officialdom was quite different 
from that of the people. There was no c(M>rdinatiou in the work of the 
different departments of Governments, not even in the niition4milding 
departments. They should at least have followed the excellent exampls 
of co-ordination set by the sister province of the Punjab where tluj 
Rural Community Board was the sole agency for (‘o* 0 !xli nation of the 
work of the different nation-building departmenis and its progress has 
l>een remarkable at ininiiiuiiii tMmt. Why not make an ex})eriment here? 

Sir, the Report of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee, dated the 
2drd of January, 192*1, presided over by no less a person than Sir 
Rajendra Nath Mookerji, has l>een left in the lun h t4) rust in the dusty 
shelves of the Seci*etariat. Its fate does not inspire us w'ith a ho|>e 
for the new Retrenchment Committee propose<l in this House. The 
former committee (Hinsidered 17*‘l wTitten memonittdum and exanuiu*d 
<mdly 108 witnesses w'hich included officials and non-officials consisting 
of a majority of the meml>ers of the ]H*gislntive ('ouncll and the most 
prominent public Imdiee — — 

Mgulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir. i.s there any (luorurn in the 
House? 


Ad)oiirfiiiitfit 

There being no quoium, the Council was adjourned till d p.m,, on 
Tuaaday, tbe 1st March, 19**12, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ProoMiiifigt of tfio Bffigai UgliiitiYO Couaoit utowb ted imdir tho 
provitiont of the Covemiiieiit of India Aot 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcufia, on Tut*»<lay, the Ist March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Preient: 

Mr. President (the Hon*ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chavdhuhi, kt., of Santoeh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers and 96 nominated 
and elected members. 


•tarrod Quostiont 

(to whioh oral answsrt wore given). 

Xenana Agency at Salar, Miarehidabad. 

•99. Manivi ABUL KASEM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Ministor in 
charge o-f the EducMition lK»i>«irtnu*nt aware — 

(i) that there was a Zenana Agency at Salar in the district tf 
Murshidalxid; 

(li) that Salar is one of the most imiH>rtant Muhammadan villages 
in \V<‘st Bengal ; 

(fii) that the said Agenc\ was doing very gtxxl work towards the 
wlucation of the Muhammadan g^irls there; and 
(iv) that the Zenana Agency has since Ixuni abolished P 

(h) If the answer to («) (ir) is in the affimiativo, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be idtNisexl t(» state— 

(i) the reason for the abtdition ; and 

(li) whether the Gorernment are considering the deeirubility of 
reopening the Agency at an early date? 

MINISTER in oheri^ of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hoii’IMt Mr. Ktiwefe NeximudiRn): (a) (i) Tea. 

(•t) Ye«. Ralar is a thiekly populated Mtielem village. 

(fit) The work of the Zenana Agency in Salar was fairly satis&c- 

tory. 
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(fv) lCr». Promobala Baidya, tmana teacher, reeigned her qipoint* 
Mnt in DeoMaber, 1931, and m it was decided that — as a measure ol 
letienchment — ^the grants-m*aid for zenana teachers should be abolish* 
od, no one was appoiniei! in her place. 

(h) (t) The grants-in-aid for zenana teachers have not been pro* 
Tided in the Budget for 1932-33 as a measure of i'etn‘nchnieiit. 

(it) Not during the next fiiuinciul yiNir. 

MiUfvi 8YED MAdID BAK8H: Will llon'hlc Minister he 
pleased to tell us whether the retrenchment in respect of the rcfiioui 
teachers was effected with his consent? 

The Hon'bio Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Miuivi 8YED MA4I0 BAK8H: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to tell xis wdicther in giving cons^’iit, the (juestion of the edu(‘a- 
tion of the Moslem znuitia community wmis coiisiilered P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: As n general rule, 
the zenana teaching w'ns not considered satisfuctoiy hy the department. 

MiUlvi 8YED MAdID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that these zenana teachers w'cro doing good W’ork to the Moslem 
community? 

Tho Hoii’blo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Very little. 

Mauivi 8YED MAdID BAK8H: Did the llotrhle Minister con- 
sider that even dispensing with this little work was against the interest 
of the Moslem community? 

Mr. PREBID ENT: That is a matter of opinion. 


BNpiNy of moiqiiito noU to Divioiofi III priwiort. 

MBB. MaulYi BYED dALALUDDIN HABHIMYs (a) Will the 
Hon^lde Member in charge of the Political (Jails) I>ei»rtmeni bo 
pleased to state whether it is a iavi that the |)rayer» of some ndative* 
of the male and female Division III prisoners to sujijdy mosquito 
eurtaina, dothings and other equipments necessary lor the prUoftera» 
especially for the ladiss, wem refused f 
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(h) Witli fel^mioe to th* anawem to ckuaM <o) wbA (d) M starred 
<)aestioa No. 97 of tfee 23rd February , 1931, nill Ihe Hoa'U# Member 
it pleased to state — 

(i) whether a trial has actually been ^ven to tlie suggestion ; and 

(ii) whethiw' fhe necessary instructions have been issued to the jail 

authorities ? 

(c) Are the Government considiering the desirability of sanctioning 
the supply of clothings from ouUide to Division III pobtioal prisoners? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 

(the Hon’bla Sir B. B. Chose): (a) No report has been received of 
refusal of mosquito cuHains to Division III prisoners — either male or 
female — or of clothing fo Division HI jirisoners sentenced to simple 
imprisonment. 

(h) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(r) No, so fur as Division ITT prisoners sentenced to rigforous 
imiuisonment are concerned. 


Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to (e), 
is the Hon’ble Member aware that on the previous occasion Division 
III prisoners were allowed to bring their own clothing from outside; 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to see his way to allow Division III 
prisoners to bring their own clothing from outside? 


The Hofl’bie Sir B. B. CHOSE: That cannot be done with regard 
to prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment because the Jail Code 
does not allow it. 


Mauivi iYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it will be possible for female 
prisoners to bring their own clothing? 


The HeN’hlt iir B. B* CHOSE: The Jail Code does not allow it. 

Millivi EYED MAJID BAKBH: la it a fact that some prisoners 
are allowed to use their own clothing, while others are not? 

The HaiPMu ilr !• B« CHOBEl In case of prisoiieii ssiitoaosd to 
simple imprisonment nae of own eloOihif is alksstd. 
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Mr* NARfiUDRA KUMAfl SAAUl Will the Uon^bl# Member be 
pletmed to state whether the provisions of the Jail Code cannot be waived 
ilk reaped of these prisoners, and they be permitted to wear their 
person^ clothing, instead of jail clothing P 


Tlia Hallow# Sir B« B* CHOSE S The Jail Ctnle must be followml. 

BMHi dlTEHORALAL BAHNERJEEs In point of fact, are not 
these rules relaxed some times in different jails P 


The Hofi*bla Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 am not aware of this. 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is the Hon hle MemiHr 
aware that prisonerH were allowed last year to put on their own dress P 

Tha Hoii*lila Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 am not aware. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY : If such concession was 
allow’e<l last year, will the lloiride MemlM*r be pleassnl to stale whether 
(lovernmenl would be prepared to relax the rules this year alsoP 


Tim Hon’IHa Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 do not know* whether it was 
allowed last year. 

Mauivi SYEO dALALUDOIN HASHiMYt Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to inquire whether in the Alipore Central Jail 
prisoners are allowed to use their own clothing P 

Tha Hon’blt Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is against the Jail Code, and 
the people in charge were resjmnsible for breaking th<* rule. 


Muilvi SYEO MAdID BAKSHt Is it not a fact that the us<« of 
mosquito curtains by some prisoners may be horrible in the of 
others? 


Tut NiB*M §k B. B« QHOiiS Absolutely so. In fact, Mauivi 
Jalaludditt Hashemy asked me the other day to allow mosquito curtaina 
to bo siippliod by him to these prisoners, and I told him distinctly 
that it should be supplied to all to ivotd ttaking sonie miiomblo. 
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OalMtla iiiiM ftnlt. 

M01« Mr. P. N. CUHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Mioister in ciuirge of 
the Ijocal Self-Government Department aware — 

(i) that almost all sections of the residents of Calcutta living in 

rented houses are loud in their complaint against the high 
rate of rents that is generally charged by the house owners ; 
and 

(ii) that the house owners generally i>ut forward the plea that 

they are unable to reduce the rent on account of the high 
rate of taxation iin[w>.HetI on the house property by the Cor- 
jKWution of Calcutta? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of holding an inquiry into the matter? 

^ MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
*MENT (tho Hon^lilo Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (t) Govern- 
ment are aware of such complaints. 

(ii) No such reason has Ixien seriouslv put forward for the consi- 
deration of Government as jui adtsjuale ex]>lanation for high rents 
where they prevail. 

(h) It is l)elieved that there has recently l)een a downward tendency 
in rents in Calcutta and Go\-ernment do not jwois>se to irstituto such 
an inquiry. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: WiU the Eon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether tho "downward tendency" referred 
to in answer (h) is due to the operation of the Calcutta Rent Act, or 
to the ecunoinic depression prevailing in the country^? 

Thf Hon’hio Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Calcutta 
Bent Act is not in force. 

PuMiaBlion of tho Prooaodiiigi of IN Bengal Lagistaliva Council 
in nouftfiapaft. 

nS2. Bahu SATiSH CHANDRA RAY OHOWOHURY: (a) WiU 

tOe Hon' We Meml>er in charge of the Political Department bo pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Press Censor has issued instruc- 
tions to the editors of the several Calcutta newspapers that 
they are not to report the speeches of membm of this 
Omincil except in accordance with such modifications as he 
may suggeai to them ; and 
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(ft) whether it is not fuiUier a fact that tlia Press Censor has 
told the editors of the said news^wipers that they are not 
to publish the fact in their jaiiJers that he (the Piess C^sor) 
has so instructed the said editors? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon* We Member 
be leased to state whether any instructions have at ail l»een issued 
to the newspaper editors by the Press Onsor in coniuHtioii with the 
speeches of aapabers of this (\nincil? 

(c) If any instructions have been issued, will the Hon’ble Memlw 
be pleased to state the nature of the instructions? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Mem- 
ber be fdeased to state — 

(i) under what authority the instructions have l>e4'n issiunl; and 
{a) what steps, if any. he is gi>ing to take to revoke such instruc- 
tions in view of the fa<'t that the privileges of tliis House 
are in the keeping of the Hon’hle President and the rightg| 
of the Press or of the inemhers of the (^»un(‘il to have their 
Council s}XHHh(*s fully re|>orted is not ('irntniry to law? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) (i) No 

(ii) No. 

(h) and (r) The replies given to a starnMl rpiestion on the subject 
put hv Mr. Narendni Kumar Hasu on the 20th IVhruary, 1032, may 
l>e seen. 

(ff\ Does not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Uon'hle Mrmiher he 
pleased to tell us wlo'ther the person appoiiit«Ml as Press (jmsor is a 
person who knows the law? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He taken legal adviu 

whenever necessary, 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : No aimv er is 
given to my question (d). The ansa-er to question (h) does not cover 
question (d). 

Tbi HoiPbIt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The question starts with 
the words the mswer to (a) is in the affirmative*’. My eiiswer to 
(a) Is “No”, iberefore (d) does not erise. 
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Mr. iHANTI SNf KHARftWAR RAY: Will the Hcm’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government has considered that it is dis- 
appointing to members to find their speeches not reported in the Press P 


MtihrrrTrr .‘n gt a no g raphara in the BangiS tMalariat 

M03. Maifivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJIl (a) Will the 
Hon^hle MemW in charge of the Finance Deportment be pleased to 
state what is the percentage of Muhammadan stenographers in the 
Bengal Secretariat and elsewhere under the Government of Bengal? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are qualified Muslim stenographers in the 
Bengal Secretariat who are employe<l fnnn time to time to fill up the 
short temja>rary vacancies <au8ed by the permanent incumbents going 
on leave? 

MEMBER in ehargt of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mf. A. Morr): (a) So far an the Bengal Secretariat is concerned the 
|>ercentage is nil. As regards other offices under this Government 
the information is not available and could not be obtained without a 
laborious inquiry which Government regret they are not prepared to 
undertake. 

(b) There is one only. 

Matlivi EYED MAJID BAKSHS With regard to answer (b} will 
the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether that man is allowed 
to officiate in vacancies? 

TliO HonHMo Mr. A. MARR: Certainly. 

Mouivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFJI: Will the Hon hie 

Member be pleased to state the total strength of stenographers in the 
Secretaml? 

The Hon’folt Mr. A. MARR: I ask for notice. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble MemW be 
pleasfMl to state why there is no Muhammadan stenographer in the 
Bengal Secretariat? 

Til# Mf« A* MARR: The only reason is that qualified 

Muhammadans do not oome forward. 
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mmM mill RAHMAN KHAN lytUNIl Will the Hon’blt 
]{eiiib«r be pleeeed to state whether in the case of ftiture Taotnoiee 
preference will be giTen to the claims of Moslem candidates P 

TlMl HetlTNe Mr. A« MARRs No. The best qualified candidate 
it appointed. 


UmUmd Quiilieiit 

(e nw i n to wtikli oren iaiii on the tabio). 

rnt mm m kit Inapootor tnd iulr-lnapootor of Mioolii 
24-PargMOi. 

•3. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education l>e|)tirtnient be pleoMod to Htato the lust 
time when there was — 

(1) n Muhauimudan l>i.«tri<‘t Insjantor of SchoolM for the 24-Pur* 

gniia^; and 

(2) a Muhamtnadaii Sub-IiiH|)e4*(or of SclundM for the Mugmhat 

Circle of the said district? 

ThO Hon^blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (1) Fnmi 24th Deo* 
ember, 1918, to 25th Apnl, 1920. 

(2) There has been no Muhiiuumulaii Sulvluspesdor of Schools at 
Magrahat, 24-Pargjuias. since 1905. Iteconls jirior to that are nol 
available. 


Mtdnapore MtinioiiMiity. 

§4. BMni HOBCNI ROUT: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Tvocal Self-Ooveniment Dcjmrtment Iw pleased ti> state 
whether Oovomniont intend to hold general elections after every three 
years for effecting changes in the c<»nstitution of the Midnapore muni- 
cipal board and in nominating candidates for commisMionorshipf 

(b) Is the Hon' Hie Minister aware that for several years cantin(»* 
ously the same Muhammadan gentlemen ore being nominated as com- 
tnissioners by the Government? 

(c) Are the Government crmsidering the ilesimbility of — 

(t) giving o}^)ortiinities to other literate and competent Muham* 
madans of acquainting themselves, and gaining experience, 
in the business of s«lf-gY>veniing institutions; and 

(fO of taking steps requiring the persons oecnpying seats for a 
nninber of years to make room far tkese menf 
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(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to indicate his policy in 
the matter of nomination of candidates for conimissionership, viz., 
whether — 

(/) on brmid lines of nominating all classes of men to make the 
institution a truly representative body; or 
(if) to limit it only to a piirticular class of men who are in touch 
with the district authorities? 


The Hofi'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) The genera! 
election of a muiiiciiMility is not held by Government but by the local 
authorities in accordjmce with the Municipal election rules, a cop> 
of which is plactMl on the library table; under section 21 of the Bengal 
Muiiici[>nl Act, 1884, elections are due in time for the reconstitution of 
the munidpel board after three years. 

(h) One appointed Muhammadan commissioner has held office for 
two terms and one for three. 

(r) (i'> (il) and (d) The respc^ctive advantages of reapi>ointment oi 
a rommi si(uter already on the Ward and of the appointment of a new 
commissioner must Ih> weighed in each case with regard to local cir- 
cumstances and comixirntive (jualificatioiK. 


Spteiil motions under section 78 A of the Rufss and Standing Orders. 
Msston Award. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Mr. President, Sir, before I 
fonnally move my resolution, may I have \nur 1 *nve to mak<‘ certain 
additions to it? The re'»olution 1 wish to move will read as follows:— 
“That in the opinion of this House the so-called Meston Award has 
proved wholly iinju.Ht to Bongal nml left the Presiduicy wdth resource -i 
titterly inadequate to her needs, and \mles.s an e(juitable .settlement 
satisfying th* ju>t rlaim.s of the Province is made along with, if not 
earlier than, the inauguration of the coming ('»>!istitutiunal leforms. 
the hopeles.s finniu ial position of the Presidency will seriously jeopardise 
the working of the reformed constitution by alienating the sympathies 
of e\en the co-operating se<‘tion of the people and it is the duty of 
Government to impress this forcibly upon the Federal Finance Com- 
mittee noa* sit ting. “ 


Mr. PREilOENT: I have no objection to the reaoluiioti lieing 
moved In thii amended form. You are merely making it more emphatic. 
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Mr* NARCNDRA KUMAR RAtU: I do not thmk many words o( 
mine are needed to commend this resolution to the unanimous approtal 
of the House. The position of B^uigal under this Meston Award m 
well known to everybody and members of this House who have had 
the privilege, as I have had, of reading the very excellent monograph 
on the subject published by Mr. J. N. Gupta will find that the case 
of Bengal has been very ably put down there. A settlement by which a 
Province raising 37 crores for Central it^venues is limited to 11 crores 
for its own resources! A Province which has lived largely (»n the 
revenue from stamps, and is now, in the words of Sir Walter l^ayton 
contriving to eke out an existence from amusements taxes, etc., a 
Province that is left with the smallest revenue exiumditure per Head 
of the population ! I suluiiit it is no use adding words of eoiidenuiation 
to a settlement of that description; that settlement stands self- 
condemned. The Joint Parliamentary Csunmittee, the Government 
of India, Sir Walter lioyton, all admit that this settlement is not fair. 
Only the other day, the Hon’hle Finance Memhor in liis speech before 
this House in introducing the Budget said “we (an only hopt^ that the 
n'conimendations of that (\mimittee will he to the effect that the inetjuit- 
able treatment from which we have suffered under the Meston Settlement, 
must cease, and Bengal be given nde(|uate resources to meet its own 
nt^eds,” The Hon’hle Member was fettered by his official jmsition fnun 
using the right adjective. It is not only “ineijuitahle” hut “ini(|nit- 
ous**, it is hopelessly unjust, and what adds to the ywiignancy of our 
regret is the fact that they have appointed a Federal Finance (Committee, 
to which not a single representative of Bengal, either official or mm- 
official, has been appointed. 


3-15 p.m. 

It would not l>e fair to p<*rpetiiatc this injustice to Bengal and it 
is time that non-official members of this (Vium il should unite to 
strengthen the hands of our Financ-e Member who is to appear before 
this Committee shortly, should say that the Province as a whole feels 
and feels very strongly that this sort of s<*ttlement w^ill not do. In the 
words which I have added with the permission of the President to the 
resolution, I submit that in that also I am voicing the feelings of the 
whole of this Council when I say that if this Province is to live from 
hand to mouth — why from hand to mouth — it is living on a lieggarly 
pittance, and it cannot spend except very little on education, sanitation, 
public health and medical matters and other things — well, I d<» not 
know what good the constitutional reforms would do to the Province. 
I am confident I am voicing the feelings of the whole (’ouncil when I 
say that constitutional reforms would do us no good if we have no 
futtda to i^nd on nation-building work. The one reason which has stood 
in tfie way of Bengal advancing after the last Reforma of 1021 — the ona 
principal reason — ^^kas been the want of funds. This penury of the 
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<loTerB!iieiit ot Bengal has most of all cheeked the efforts of the Cbrem- 
ment to improve the position of the Presidency. I am not forgettinj? 
4he police grant at all — I am not likely to do so. But I do say that 
even with the police grant this Province could possibly subsist if we 
had an e<|uitable and reasonable share of the resources of the Presi- 
dency. We do not want to pinch any body else’s money. We do 
want that our pocket should not be picked for the other provinces and 
for the Central Government. We pay the largest share of the revenues 
to the Central Government but in point of fact we are left in the fifth 
position so far as the resources of the provinces are concerned. I 
submit, Sir, it is really unnecessary to waste words over this resolu- 
tion, and I hope it will be acquiesced in by, all sections of the House 
and the matter reported to the Central Government. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Sir, on behalf of my party I wish to associate 
myself wholeheartedly with the resolution now before the House. The 
Hon’ble Member has so eloquently and fully covered the ground that 
there is very little left for me to say. We wish to be associated with 
the feelings that he has expressed, with which we are in entire accord. 

Maiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, it is difficult to restrain one- 
self to the language of moderation while speaking on a motion like this. 
Every one knows that Bengal has been most unjustly treated by the 
Mestoii Award. Nay, Bengal is almost going to be kiUed by the Meston 
Award. It is an irony of fate that the premier province in the continent 
of India, the most populous and the most wealth-producing though not 
the niost wealthy, has been rendered tlie poorest by the operation of 
that Award. It is superfluous at the present stage to dilate upon the 
havoc it has created and upon what drastic measures of taxation and 
economy have to he resorted to by the Local Government owing to the 
starvation impose<l upon the Province by the Award. And yet in spite 
of these stringent and ver>' often unpopular measures, the funds avail- 
able have been always inadequate to permit any development of the 
nation-building departments mostly administered by the Ministers. 

Bengal has been crying hoarse for years over this injustice hut to 
her misfortune nothing has hitherto he<m dune. It i/^ pleasant to con- 
template that in this matter the Government of the Province has always 
voiced the wish of the piH>ple and has been systematically making 
strenuous efforts to have the injustice removed. 

The niotiun under discussion urges upon the Government to impress 
upon the Federal Finance Committee the injustice of the Award. I 
have no doubt that this the Governm^mt will willingly and readily do. 
The coming reforms will be utterly unworkable unless justice is done 
to Bengal. Everyone knows that the working of the Montlord Be- 
forins has nowhere been more unsuccessfu] than in Bengal. The quea* 
tion is what is the rea.i>anl^ In my opinion the main reason is that 
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under tke Montford Relormn ked never bed m fair ckance in 
4kia Provinoe. With the nation-building deiMirtmenU iyatematienlly 
itarving how can confidence in the administration of these departments — 
I mean the Ministers* departments — be create<l in the minds of the 
general public? The people always assess the value of a thing upon its 
practical utility. What does it matter t(» them whether half of the 
administration is responsible to the people and the other half not, as h»iig 
as they see that none of them is able to give them anytliing substantial? 

1 am afraid the mistake of the last ten years will be repeated and 
repeated with far more devastating results unless u more (Kjiii table finan- 
cial settlement is made with the inauguration of the new Hidorins. With 
an empty treasur>*, w ith the tax-paying capacity of the people at its imd. 
provincial autonomy will he worse than useless. It is bound to be a 
failure. An administration under perpetual enforced l»aukr\iptcy will 
never function properly and fortbw'ith the new reforms are iniiuguraled, 
people will curse at it and will fall a willing prey in the hands of tha 
non -co-operators. It is time for the intelligentsia of lb»ngal to consider 
whether they w'ill be prepuml to run the administration with (be night- 
mare of the Meston Award still sitting tight on her chest. 1 think it is (he 
unanimous opinion of all right-thinking men of (bis Vrovince that it will 
be difficult to offer their co-operation in running the administration with 
an empty treasury. Tlie inevitable result will be a complete lireukdown 
and the triumph of those whose business it is to wreck the constitution. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion and commemi it to (he 
acceptance of the House. 


labll dATINDRA NATH BAiU: Mr. President, Sir, thit 
resolution gives expression to the very strong feeding wdiich has existed 
ia this Province since the Meston Financial .Settlement was iinpraied 
upon US- Sir, the feeling in the matter is so strong that it haa 
sometimes been seriously considered as to whether this Provinc# 
ahould not break away from the Ontral (iovernment in the same manner 
aa Burma has done so that this Province may have complete control 
over its own resourct^s, 

Sir, the claims of the Province are not extruonlirmry claims or 
claims for a favour. f)ur Province wants resources and money for 
development. Wtdl, if you give tw'o pounds of nourishment to a 
person who normally requires 4 pounds of nourishment, you gradually 
kill him. Ihmgal has to a certain extent Imsui placed in that |M>sition, 
and the justue of the claim of Ihmgal is this that she earns by her 
endeavour not only the amount of nourishment that is requircsJ for 
ber development but a great deal more. But there are others to take 
advantage of the organisation of resources which the p<H>ple of thin 
Province has been able to build up. Sir, it should be brought to the 
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urgent notice of the Federal Finance Snb-Committee and of the British 
Oovernraent that you cannot impose a financial settlement on a 
province by taking away most of its resources and leaving it only a 
very small margin to go on with. That will not satisfy the people of 
this I*rovince and if a new constitution comes which might advance 
the people politically, it would be far from satisfactory because of the 
great financial injustice that might be perpetrated if the Meston 
Settlement or something like it continues, I heartily support the 
resolution. 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: All that I want 

to say in support of this resolution is this. The HonTde the Finance 
Member is due shortly to retire and he will be missed very much in 
this Council for his winning personality and gentlemanly manners. He 
will not, how'ever, be easily forgotten for another reason as lie is 
leaving for us a legacy of lakhs of rupin^s a year as interest to be 
paid towards the loan taken to halaiice the ileficit budget. That will 
keep his memory green for the next oO years as he assures us. But it 
will be something if he cun succeed in the endeavour to get the Finance 
Committee there to see eye to eye w'ith him in the matter of Meston 
sctthmient and I cun assure him that he has our hearty support and 
entire good wishes. If he can do that, 1 cun assure him that his 
memory will live, and live ever more in Bengal. 

The Hon’hli Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I think that the members of this 
House will realise that the Members of (lovernment can take no part 
in this discussion. At the same time I am sure that they all know 
jierfectly well how' we all feed in the matter of this financial settlement. 
What 1 can promise is that, if this resolution is passed by the House, 
I shall communicate it at once by telegram to the Government of 
India, to be followed by a copy of the pixM'eedings as stwn as they are 
ready. What I can further say is that, if this resolution is unanimously 
passed by the House^ it will go a great deal to strengthen our hands 
before the Feileral Finance Sub-Committee which meets neact weidc. I 
thunk Mr. Satish Cliandru Ray Chowdhury very much for the kind 
words he has said about me in this ('ouuection, and 1 can assure you 
that the support of this House will strengthen our hands greatly. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and agreed 
to. 


Roinl of order. 

Mr, IHANTI •HlKHARiSWAR RAY: On a point of order, Blr. 
I submit. Sir. that this resolution which is in the name of 
Mr, P. N. Guha (to be moved now) is out of order, and these are my 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Y OH cannot my that it 18 not in order in that 
nfhand faahion : for, it is not up to you to question the decision of the 
President. 

Mr. SHAHTI 8HCKHARE8WAII RAY: It if* not my intention 
to question your order but I am placing Wforo you certain ^^rounds for 
reconsideration of the matter. 1 want you to decide whether it is in 
order or not on the basis of what 1 submit. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, that is the proper form. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 submit that as no 
specific recominen<lati<m is athlressed to Ooxernimuit as necessary 
under stn-tion 72 of the Itulcs and lte>?iilations it sliouhl l»t* <iisallowcd. 

I also submit that it offends apiinst smtion 73 (h) of the Kules and 
Ilejfulution.s hecunse it c<mtains urffuiiieiils, ami, thlnll>, Ikhuusc it 
offends aj^aiiist si'ction StiA of the (iifvermncnt of Iiolia Act, because 
we are asked jro into tlie (’oiisid<‘ratioii ot a law in connection with 
a duty that has hcen inipo.scd. Further, I ilo not ktu»w wliethcr His 
Excellency the (lovcrnor has been pleased to any decision on the 
matter, but there is the question whether we cam <bs»'uss a central 
subject, and this duty on salt is a central subject, (tf cours»» His 
Excellencv, us the Kejfulutions stand, nmy disallow sneh a motaon, 
but 1 am advised llaat the word “may’' here has the f<»ne of “slaatll” ; at 
least that is the interpretation that lawycis put on it, and 1. as a 
layman, cannot say aiixthiiijf definite on it. Hut I ask you to ^ive a 
definite ruliiifr* Hf <*ourse I ne<»d not jjo into furtht»r details: for I 
have sent in an amendment and w lien inovini; that uincmlment I shall 
deal with the other points. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y our first is hasisl on sei tion 72. You 

want to say that there cannot be a resolution unless it is a r<H‘om- 
mendation to (lovernraent and your sujiraestitm is that the resolutirm 
under review is not a re< oiiimendHtion, Is that your point 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Yes, 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: I might tell you that motions under sen tioii 78A 
are (ipecial motions ; they are not ordinary resolutions as you %'ery well 
know, and in this c:a«e, the motion, as it stands, is really not a recom- 
mendation ; but it need not be so. A sp<‘< ial motion under mtion 78A 
may embody the opinion or recominendation of the C/Ouncil in regard 
to a.maUer. The object of the motion under consideration iieeina to 
be to ask the Oovemment of Bengal to communicate to the Govern- 
meat of India the opinion of this Coum il in regard to the addiitoail 
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duty imposed on imported salt. It has been our practice to allow 
anch motions under section 78A which was purposely made elastic 
enouf^h for the admission of such motions. 

Your next point is that the motion contains an arg:ument. It is a 
trivial objection and probably you can leave that to the discretion of 
the President. I am, however, really of opinion that the resolution 
does not offend against section 73 (h) to which you have referred. 

Your next point is whether by this motion the mover thereof is not 
really forcing the Council to take into consideration an Act which 
cannot be considered by a provincial legislature. But I may tell you 
that this Council is not actually going to consider the Act. The 
motion merely asks tlie ('ouiudl to record its protest against a certain 
action of the (Government of India. Its real and only object is to 
invite the (Government of India through the (Government of Bengal to 
cxjiisider whether additiotial duty should or should not l>e imposed on 
imported salt. If the Act is reconsidered in the light of the request 
of this C^mnril, the initiative and everything else in resjM'ct thereof 
will rest with the (Government of India. Such being the case, I need 
not go into your other point, as it d(H*s not arise at all. Finally, 
Having regard to the special character of the motion, as all motions 
under section 78A are, you cannot object to the motion being moved. 


AfkNtiorail Ux on salt. 

Mr. P. N« CUHA: »Sir, 1 beg to move that this Council reiterates 
its protest against the imposition of the additional duty of 4J annas 
per muund on all imported salt and the giving of a rebate to Aden 
merchants, which has clearly proved in its first year’s working to be an 
unjustifiable burden on the people of Bengal and records its emphatic 
protest against its continuance. 

Sir, I once again crave the indulgence of the House to raise a voice 
of protest on behalf of Bengal against this iniquitous imposition. The 
history of the salt (ax and the reason for the additional burden were 
discussed in this House threadluire on the 24th Marcli last year and I 
am sure that the hon’ble members are fully convinced about the 
injustice that this particular duty has done to Bcmgal. It will be 
reealled, Sir, that our voice of protest here moved the Hon’ble the 
Finani'e Meml>er of the (Government of India and he said in the 
Legislative Assembly (hat a portion of the tax raised from Bengal 
would 1 h» given to us to foster the salt iudustry in this Province. If 
1 remember aright I think Sir George Schuster thought that Bengal 
was likely to get something in the vicinity of fourteen lakhs and a 
half. To our surprise we now find that we are going to get a dole of 
B*. 8,53,(HM» and this may increase to Rs. 6,00,000 next year. 
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Sir, the money given to the affected provinces had to be spent in 
{petering the salt industry. It would indeed be a matter of pleasure 
if anything in that direction were done in Bengal hut the House 
hnows that nothing has yet been done. Sir, I know that the hopes 
held out by Sir George Schuster induced about half a dosen Bengali 
young men to apply to the Goveniment of Binigal for permission to 
manufacture salt and a syndicate with Mr. J. Choudhuri at its head 
was very keen about it. The Government of Bengal wanted light and 
leading from the Government of India and Mr. Pitt, an officer of the 
supreme Government came down and insptM'ted some places where salt 
could be conveniently ami prohtably inunufat tureil. He visited 
Kagdw’ip, Frasergiinge and some other plmt's in the districts of 
24-Parganaa and Midnapore hut <cmi1(1 not tind time to go to gtsHl 
many places in the districts of ('hittagong, Noukhuli and Bukarganj 
w’here salt cun be manufai tured easily and profitahly. I do nut know, 
Sir, what result the visit of Mr. Pitt has prodmed. at least 1 Imve setm 
no report and so fur as I am uware the Government of Bengal have not 
yet raised even their little fingers tu give an> help and impetus to the 
salt industry of Bengal. Sir, 1 do not know how the sum of 
ils. 3,5,3,000 that we shall get will be utilised by our Government and 
Mr, Marr has given ns no information about the disburs»*imMit of 
Rs. (i,(K),00() that we are likely to get next year. I «)o not think (hut 
the House will be far wrong if it com<*s to the conclusion that the 
money that the Government of Bengal will receive will be spent fc^r 
Police or detenus or for mcM'ting the ex}K*nses of somi* departments 
under the control of Mr, l>reritice. T'nder the circumstuncf^s I would 
moat humbly retjuest the Government of India to cull back their dog, 
for we do not want the charity. We very strongly prob'st against fha 
additional duty and urge the Government of India to abolish it at 
once. 

Sir, the people of the whole country have been lodging their moat 
emphatic protest against the salt tax for a long time. This is a tax 
which touches resources of even the po<»rest man in the country and 
its burden is l>eing felt by all. Sir, man> may not beliete if, but 
nevertheless it is a fact (hat there art* million.^ of fwople in the country 
who eat their rice daily with the help of salt and salt ahme and th© 
price of that salt is going up year after year on account of taxation. 
Sir. the additional duty of 4 \ annas j>er inautid has proved to be the 
last straw on the hack of Bengal and shi‘ is collapsing under the 
weight of exploitation. Only a few minutes ago niy esieemeij friend 
Mr. Nareodra Kumar Basu has shown how we are to be satisfied with 
about lU. 11 crorcs when our Province yields an income of Ils. 3T 
crorea. Over our salt we are paving nearly Its. lakhs and we ara 
aakad to be aatiafied with Ba. « lakhs which again is going to bo spe^ 
for purppaos other than what can help the nation. We are tired of 
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these games and we want to tell the Government of India that we are 
neither willing to pay the tax nor share the ineome. This duty must 
be abolished to enable our people to get their salt at a cheaper rate. I 
very strongly protest against the tax and I hope that the House will, 
by accepting my resolution, <K>mmission Mr. Man*, who is shortly 
going to Delhi, to tell the Government of India what the people of 
Bengal think about this most unjiistiiiahle burden. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY; I have sent in a notice 
of amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. 1 think 1 did not allow that amendment. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But I have not been 
informed. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The other day when you wanted to know' if I 
would allow any ainendnieuts to the sptHMal motions under section 78A, 
I told you that it was not my intention to do so, as I thought it would 
be sufficient if inembers criticised these short-notice motions in their 
speeches. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: 1 regret that I cannot 
agree to the motion which has been moved by Mr. Guha. I agree 
that it was undesirable, and we expressed our opinion on this matter 
at that time, that it was undesirable that such a prime necessity as 
salt in Btmgal should he taxed for the benefit ultimately of the Aden 
salt growers. That expressicm of opinion was given last year, but 
nevertheless this tux was imposed with the assurance tliat a reasonable 
proportion of the proccsnls of this tax would he used for the purpose of 
developing the salt resources of the country. That assurance was 
solemnly given by the Government of India. 


3-45 p.m. 

Well, if that assurance is carried into effect there can be no doubt 
that this temporary loss can be Iwriie by Bengal more cheerfully. 
From that point of view Bi*ngal would probably he willing to shoulder 
the burden of an increase in the cost of salt for several years in the 
hope that she will ultimately produce her own salt. It is perfectly 
true, as Mr. Guha has pointed out, that during the last few months 
nothing much has been achieved in that way and we do not know 
whether Government has made any provision for developing the salt 
industiy in the Province. If that is so, the proper course for Mr. Guha 
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muld be 1m move a cut a a a sort of cenaure oa Uovemment and not to 
p^h m soon after the Act has Wen panned with a motion like thin, 
witliaui giving the slightest op|H>rtuuity to (toverninent* to «ay that 
we do not want the tax : there in at leant one part of the m heine with 
which we are in agreement, namely, the prop(»Hal to develop the aalt 
raaourcea of Bengal. We do not think that a few months that have 
elapsed is sufficient to pronounce judgment on the oin^nition of the Act. 
To do these things suddenly is almost alwn\s to invite disaster. We 
must, therefore, givo a little i*ope to them so as to enahle them to come 
into line with the policy annonmcd. It smacks <if tea) great an 
impatience on our part to rush into rtMordiiig a resoluti(»n protesting 
against the whole principle of the tax merely luM'uuse tK>vernment has 
not done something which they ought to have done. The first thing 
which ought to he done is tt> try and (‘omjH*l (lovernment to make 
provision for the development of the salt industry in the Bn»vim*e. 
With these f«‘w word< I oppose the motion. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: ,Sir. I made an effort to 
saxe the Bengal Legislative (’ouiicil and perhaps the (Jovernment of 
Bengal from another relmft at the hands of the Government of India, 
hut. Sir. the amendment of wlm h I gave notice was not upprcived hy 
you. So tlie only courM* now left to me is to raise my voice td protest 
again.^t this motion ami perhaps to uppcHil ti> Mr. Ouhu to witlidraw 
his resolution. It can do no goo<l 1 hough lie has stated that the 
re.solution is practicallv a suggestion— a recommendation— to the 
(iovernment of India, yid, as I find the* resolution, th(‘r<' is no sugg(‘s- 
tiou, no recommendation hut an emplratic protest against the action 
of the Government of India. It is an irony of fate that Mr. IV N. liuhu 
should tr\ to record a protc-^t and I a memher cm the* opposite side 
should try to argue NMth him to ch-siHt from sm h a course. Sir, one 
point that 1 v\ ish to improsH on the* IIonM' is that these matters arc* 
best left in the haud^ of tlie la-gi-lative Assemhly. We have got cmr 
represcuitatives from Bengal there, urn! to discuss fhcsc‘ things m tins 
Council would he to place tlmrii in an awkward position. Lxac tl> this 
happened on the la.st ck c aocm. We protested heue-, hut soim> memhers 
from Bcmgnl supfMuted the measure and vulh fheu siipinirt the 
meaauie was passed into law. Mr. Jiteudralnl Bannetjee asks why 
we should not discuss these matlers. 1 have been here for the Just 
two years and it mumis that w<‘ are simply expected to spec nth se about 
tW brutalities of the Police Department and the ini(|Uitics of the 
Jail Department and any such subjec l as salt simuld he left out as 
high poUtica. We should make it clear that thtmgh we really feel 
that this salt tax is a burden on the poor men of Bengal, at the same 
tima we appreciate the decision of the Oovernnient of India to allow 
a paH of the proceeds of the tax to the Oovernment of Bengal. That 
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i» at leaat some mercy and I wotild suggest to the Hon’ble Finance 
Member to see that better justice is done to Bengal and the largest 
share is given to it. 

Bldbv dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I rise to give my whcde- 
hearted support to Mr. Guha’s motion and to record my emphatic 
dissent from the opinions expressed by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta 
and .Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray. Sir, it has been very interesting 
to observe the attitude of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta and 
Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray about this matter. They have, of a 
sudden, tume<l into zealous supporters of the policy and actions of the 
Government. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta wants to apologise for 
the Government’s delay in taking action and Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar 
Ray wants to save the Government of Itengal from the insult of a 
rebuff at the hands of the Government of India. Their intentions will 
no doubt be appreciated in the proper quarters; but we members of 
this Council do not appreciate them. Dr. Sen Gupta seemed to argue 
— and Mr. P. N. Guha gave him a loop-hole for the use of such 
argument — that if a portion of the tax were given to us for the 
purpose of developing the salt industry of Bengal, that might 
reconcile us to the present increment of the salt duty. Sir, I want to 
tell him quite clearly that even witli this bait dangling before our 
eyes, w’e refuse to be reconciled to the salt tax. Now, what has been 
the result of the operation of the Salt A< t during the last nine 
months y We have had to pay Hs. 17 J lakhs in the shape of increased 
price for salt, and not a penny of this Imge additional payment has 
benefited Bengal. Sir, it has benefiteil nobcnly in India. Bengal 
certainly has not benefited by it — you cannot say that a people are 
benefited when they are inulcicMl of so much money; the Imperial 
Exchequer has not Iwnefited by it; and the only people who have made 
any profit are four mercantile groups of Aden, tlirec of which are 
Muhammadan and oue is Italian. And out of this*huge sum of 17 or 
18 lakhs of rupees which is filched out of our p<K kets, how much will 
come to usy AVe are told that it will l>c lakhs and odd. Make it 
5 lakhs, 6 lakh.s or even 7 laklis : but in any case it comes to this that 
you rob the people «»f something like 2f) lakhs of rupees, return only 
one-third of it, and ask (hem to be grateful to you for this great 
mercy. I do not understand the logic of the orgument. But I need 
not strfKss the point any further. 1 feel that the majority of the 
House are agreed in supporting the resolution; and if there are any 
who oppose, thej will he in an unenviable minority of two. So far 
as this particular question is <'oncerued, they do not express the view 
of Bengal. Sir, I cannot understand how we are required to support 
the salt tax in the name of nationalism, which seems to be the like oi 
argament adopted by soroe people. 
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Mr. iHAIITI tMIKHAIIitWAII RAY: On a point of pertioiia! 
Htplanatioii, Sir. I hare never supportetl the tialt tax. It itt a nheer 
cgitttimy to say this. 

taMi #ITENDRALAL SANNCRJfE: That is what I frathered 
from his »pm»h. Perhaps, the hon'hle iiieinWr wanted to expreaa 
certain other ideas, but apparently he did not succeed in expretming 
his ideas in wonls. He s<*enied to think that soiiiehoa*, in some 
mysteriouM fashion or other, this tax was given to iieuefit 
one people. Here you are levying a tax which means the 
clapping of an additional price ujhui every seer of the p(K>r man’s salt; 
you do it for the l>enetit of four capitalist merchant groups of Bombay; 
and this is the demoiracv by which Mr. S. S. Hay and Maulvt 
Jaluluddin Hashemy are prepared t4> swear. Sir, (ieinocrat y us under- 
stood in Bengal is a curious thing indeed, and curious too ia the 
attitude of its supporters, Rob the people of Bengal in the iutereai 
of Bombay capitalists, and, that is high demiM racy ! But I nee<l not 
labour ilte point any longer. I am quite sure that the bulk of the 
House will emphatically support the resolution. 

Tht Hofl’bkl Mr. A. MARR: Sir, 1 am afraid, the remarks which 
I shall make will Im‘ an anti-climax after Mr. Hunnerjee’s amusing 
Mpeeeh. This matter was dis<‘ussed very fully lust year and at that 
time I said, and I repeat it now. (hat memljers of (Government will 
not take part in the debate. One thing I should like to mention in 
connection with certain remarks which have fallen from s<»me of tha 
previous speakers, firstly, that the (Government of Bengal have not yet 
received a copy of Mr. Pitt’s repcu't to enable them t<* take action on the 
basis of that report. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Has that report been published? 


Tht HotPUt Mr. A. MARR: We have asked for a copy of the 
report. Secondly, we have not got the contribution of Rs. 3,53,000. 
I do not expect Ut get it l»efore the 31st Marc'h. All T can now say 
ia, as T said last year, that if this rewdutioii is passed by this House. 
I shall telegraph It to the Oovemment of India and also forward a 
copy of the prmeedings (o them. I think I may add that what 
happened here last year did have some effe<d on some members of the 
Aaeembly at least. 

MNl dATmORA MATH RAtUs The point of view which the 
ordinary tax-payer holds in the nialt4Br ia whether this tax is inatiHed 
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Aud whether the proceeds ol the tax axe going to benefit him. The 
result of the present taxation has been, as Mr. Bannerjee has pointed 
out, that it is of advantage to a few profiteers. The price of salt has 
gone up. The value of Aden Salt was lls. 40 per hundred maunds. 
Now it is Its. 04. Now, who is benefited by this? We must remember 
that for an experimental measure there should not be any taxation 
which can only be felt as a hardship by the people of Bengal. We do 
not, I think, yet produce enough salt for the consumption of the millions 
of the inhabitants of this country. Experiments may go on year after 
year, and in the end we may perhaps succeed in making enough salt; 
but until that is done to tax the people in this way and to make living 
dear is unjust and the injustice has fallen more on the poor people of 
this Province than on other people. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 have a fev 
words only to say in c^onnectioii with this discussion. On the last 
occasion w'c diH(ni.HHe(l it threadbare and even Mr. Basu assured us 
that it was a matter in which the interest of the European community 
was not opposed to the interest of the people of Bengal. I have also come 
to the conclusion that the matter is one in which we can join hands 
with them. Dr. Sen Gupta’s urgumont seeius to me to be this. 

4 p.m. 

Dr. Sen Gupta’s argument is that we were lured by the ofier of 
a jwrtion of the prweeds of the tax. I do not quite follow that 
argument, Even knowing full well that a portion of this tax would 
come to our jsskei we protested against its imj>osition and recordetl 
our emphatic protest. The circumstances have not altered sim^e then 
and in the near future we are not going to have the full share of 
Bengal’s i ontribution utili.sed f«»r the purjmse of developing our salt 
industry. All that we have are u few lakhs of rupees added to our 
depleted coffers, and this has just enabled u.s to meet a part (»f the 
deficit. Beyond this we tannot hoi>e for anything. 1 think that this 
tux preMMtji very heavil\ on the iK>or man. as has lieen said by 
Mr. Guha and the fact that this salt imposition which is »o grossly 
unfair and unjust has Wen made in the teeth of our united protest 
leads to the only one view and that is the sooner we cease to follow the 
other provini'es, espeiially those prtninees which are most interested, 
in the matter of our politics and in the matter of our economics, and 
the sooner we develop our own politics and economics the better would 
it be for Bengal. 

Mr* 6* Q« OOORIRS Sir, speaking on behalf ol the Eniopeaa 
group I may eay that in last March when this motioii was brooghi 
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More this House I ai^ued that the tax would not beaefit this Pro* 
fince and would only benefit Aden. The tu*tual working has proved 
llAt tbe argument I adduced was rorre<*t. On that ground £ support 
the motion before tlie House. 

The motion of Mr. P. X. Guha was then put and agreed to. 

[At 4-10 p.m. the t\»uiH‘il was adjuonied for prayer and it 
re-ansembled at 4-25. ) 


DEMAND FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANT. 

* U7.—M itoellanioiis.** 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, <m the recoin lofudiit ion of Hi.H 
Kxcelleucv tin* th»vernor, I lH»g to niovt* that a suni of IN. 
l»e granted for expenditure under the head “47 - - Miscellaneous — 
MifW'ellanefUis and unforseeii charges” to cover the expeiHiiture in 
exces,s of the voted grants* under “47. — MiscellantMiu**” on lu iount of 
chargen relating to })crs<»ns detained outside jails under the Heugal 
Oiininal I>aw Anieiidnient Act, PKttt, as amended by the Ordinance 
Xo. IX of vm. 

The details of this deniaiid have l>een given in the printed luemO' 
randuni, copies <»f which have la^en circulated to all ineiuheis of this 
House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT* .Mumndia l)el> Hiti Muha^ai may now move 

his aniendinents Xos. 4, 7 and M together and lie nliould inaKe one 
spee<'h. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : 1 la’g to iu(»ve ' 

“That the demand (»f Hs. l,.Tt,0(Kl under the head '47. — 

Misc*ellatiei>us — MiscelluiMHiUM and iinb^rseen < harges’ la* reduced by 

Ri. 1 ,^2,flf^-l')-ft (on grounds of e<‘nnomy>." 

“That the denuiiid of Its. under the bead *47.— 

Misc^ellaniHMis — Miw*enanef»ti.i and unforM^en rharges* lie redmed by 

Hs. KKl (to criticise the action of Ooverniiient under the sai^i Act and 
Ordinance nec^essitating this extra exfieiiditure).” 

“That the flemand of Us. under the head ‘47, — 

MifM*ellaneous — MiscelIane<iiiM and unfor*.een charges^ be reduceil by 

Re. 1 (to raise a disctissioti about tbe detention of persons under the 
Bengal Criminal I^iw Amendment Act, as amende<1 by the 

Ordinknee No. IX of 1931).“ 
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Sir, it was a »trang« irony of fate that a moderate of moderatee 
like my humble self should come forward and stand face to face with 
the Hon ’hie Mr. Prentice, the sole arbiter of the destinies of 
thouHands of my patriotic countiymen, in my advanced years and 
use the stron^fest epithets in the English vocabulary in condemnation 
of a policy whiili I <h<K>se to call British imlitical madness. It was 
only twenty years ago that a smile from the stern revenue officer 
Mr. (Collector Prentice would not only have gladdened our hearts but 
would have transpoHed us into the seventh heaven as the popular 
atlage lias it. Hut tiu*' tiincH have i hanged. The highhandedness of 
the exH'utive (lovernriient, the promulgation of Ordinance after 
Ordiiumie, the rule of the hithi and the rifle, the hWing and the 
murder hy the pamimred and spoilt children of Government and the 
indefinite detention oi ardent patriids have wnnight a change in our 
mentality and have turned u.s inh» heverest criticK of Government. 
He that as if may, may I ask, Sir, Mould it he consistent with our 
position a.s popular repre.seiitutives in the Council to even indirectly 
countenume the foolish laws of a stupid Goveniment uhich has not 
the sanction of the people behind it and Ih» a party to the provision 
of funds iHHa^sMitated h\ the actions of an auloerutic (to\ erntuenrr' 
Sir, HO long justice and fair play had been the (haracteristics of the 
Hritishers whii h enahled them to win the hearts of the people. 
They practically nile<l o\er their hearts for a century and a half. 
Their advent into this (*ountry mus hailed hy the people as a blessing 
ordained by divine Piovideiu‘e. I'hey posed themselves as the guard- 
ians of the interests of the people. Thanks to English education, the 
politically minded iiom' consider themselves capable of managing 
their oMn affairs and want to assert their hiiihright. The sweets of 
power have, houever, st<K)d in the May of the realisation of their 
cherished ambition, and there is the ruh — the clashing of interests. 
Our rulers seemed to have forgotten the cardinal primiples of law, 
that peri)elual guardianship m'us meant for the lunatio and not for 
all. The rulers in their arn)gance of supreme strength were exerting 
(heir utmost ixnver to harden the grip whiih the ruled wanted to 
unlmtseu. A tug-of-Mur Is g<uiig on. On one side stood the giant — 
the mighty British power- and on the other side stood the half naked 
tiny leader Midi his unarmed folloMers thirsting for freedom M’ith soul 
fori*e as the only M-eapcm 

Mr. 0. «l. COHENS Sir, has this matter any «*onnectiofi with the 
question Iwfore us? 

Mr. PREtlDENTs AVhnt do you meanP 

Mr. D. d. COHENS The mover ia giving ua » hietory of wliai 
happened, 1 want to know what connection haa this history with tho 
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IMUrtioular motion before m which aekg for a particular sum of money 
i&r a paHicular purpose. Can we diwmsK the facts which led up to 
the grant? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Not one motion, Inti there are three motions 
l»efore the House now. I think the Itai Muhasui objects to this grant 
(m the ground that many of his (ountrymen are detained without 
trial. Nevertheless, 1 must tell him that >ome of his remarks have 
been of very general character and he munt try to ('on tine himself 
more ('losely to bis thi*ee amendments which are now Ijefme the 
H ouse. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, a few imimtiont 

idealists -strayed from the ptitli id rectitude and Muight to iwhieve 
their end by violent and detestable metliodN. IhKU- and misguided 
iellows! Tbe^ were ol>livi(>us of the fact that if om* t^tirti died another 
would step in bis to take his [»luce as tan the Ihoigulee "ayiug 1 hey 
sboiild remeinl>er that their toolish ac^i«»n^ uould not lurlhei the 
lause they have at lu^art but help to harden the grip iie^tead of 
unlfKisening it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: K ai .Nfaha^ai, you aie itgiiin straying away 
from the point. What I want you to do i'. to (ell us why yifu object 
to thi** g'raiit. I do not want to stifle diseussion and J am always pre- 
pared to aI)o\N a speaker soni(‘ latitude in developing his point in lii« 
own way; but you 11111"! "ay vdiy >ou cdijei t to thi" grant and that is 
the teal point which hit" got to Iw tackled 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, J will come to (lie point. 
'I'he lawless laws have lM*eii left suspended (»ver their heads like the 
"Word oj Damoclc" and nolM»d\ knew when it would fall on his head. 
The sense of inwHiirity was always there. Sir, in the words of 
Shakesp(*nie 1 should like to say that ju^^ile ha-^ Heil Itoni (he Uri(i"h rs. 
People are being indiscriminately thrown into prison or are Uong 
detained outside it without being hauled up in a lourt of justiie. 
The detention of |M»rsonK without trials is undermining (he v ry 
foundations over which the siruetute »d the State rested, lake the 
perverse child the (loveriinient would not care to hear words of 
wisdom which they think to Ite their inono|Kdy and yet they wniild 
not hesitate to ask for our eo-o|»efatioii and supjKirt in whatever they 
did on the plea of law' and onler. It was a nuM kery to come to this 
House for providing funds in support of an action which we have 
eondetiinefl with all the emphasis that we could coiuniand. Our 
money is in your hands and the key of the safe is with you. Do what- 
ever Vott like with it but pray do not ask ua to support your maitO 
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actions. You did not care to take the House into your confidence 
when Ordinance after Ordinance was promulgated, then why is the 
demand for co-operation? (■o-operation between whom? Not 
l>etween wpiuls hut between il»e all-powerful and the weak and this 
reminds us (»t the story in the Aesop’> Fables. 

4-30 p.m. 

Sir, in making this grant another aspect of the question has got 
to l)e c<iasidered. The country is passing through unprecedented 
financial crisis. Tliere is a huge deficit in the Budget. To balance 
it three courses were op<m. The first was to impose additional taxes 
which is iinjK>Hsible at the present moment. Two other ways open to 
the 0(»venniient were either to ‘•teal cu' to 1k>itow. They have 
adopted the safest <*(>urHe which is to Immtow. The axe of retrench- 
ment has fallen in certain departments excluding of course law and 
order but the unkindesi cut of all was the cut in the Education 
Department. 

The Hofl’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a }K)int of order, Sir, 
are we discussing the \'ays and means of retrenchment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is one (d the points he has raised. He 
objects to this grant on economic grounds. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: May T ask. Sir, what xvmuld 
it matt*»r? The Police, with its adjunct the Jail, will ghxit over 
their victory in the hour of this great national crisis with which the 
counlrj' ivS (‘onfronteil. The Police Nero will continue to fiddle 
merrily while the country is lieing devastated not by floods, fire, 
pestilence or disease, but by the cruel iqieraticm of the lawless laws. 
The sjioilt children of the (ioveininent will he all the more merry 
while the l>est flower.^ of the country will wither luid <lie out by inches 
in ilieir enfon'ed cmifinement either within the prison or outside it. 
And this House will have to provide the necessaiy funds for the 
prolongation of their iniseiahle existence. The onlinaiy budgets 
w'ere not sufficient for the Police or the Jails. Supplemeniaiy' 
budgets would l>e necessary in eveiy' session to supplement and 
strengthen the hands of the Executive. Nobody can foresee the end 
of all these troublous days. It was difficult to make a prophecy, but 
1 find that what I said on the of this House on another occasion 
about two years ago, is nearing fulfilment. Sir, it is impoasible 
to crush the rising spirit of nationalism by any amount of repression. 
That spirit is finding expression in every sphere of our cc^lective 
activity — as Isird Ronaldshay has pointed out in his “8|Hrit of 
Aiyabarta'^ — ^in politics, in literature, in art, painting and religion, 
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even in the |K>IitioaJ outrajres-- an inirospeitivt* on-!<mkf»r like 
liOrd Ronahhhay detected nothing hut an exprefision of (hat national 
epirit 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES t)n u iw>int of onler. Sir, 
while disiiusaing the demand for a supplementary grant. i> the iiiemher 
in order in discussing the general policy of the Government 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the ITcuride Meml>er is right. You are 
not supposed either t(» dis<’UH8 the general jwlicy of the Governiiient 
or the main budget. This is a partirular item that you are discus- 
sing and natunilly you should confine your remarks uithin the narrow 
limits of the motion. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is not a meiuWr entitled to draw 
the sympathy of his hrothei iiiemljer*. h\ his speech ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W h\ muy Do y«»u uiulerstaiid mv |Kunl, 
Rai Maluisaiy You < an skip over a portion of \mir •'ct speei h 
( Laughter, ) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Yes, 1 undeiMand That 
spirit has assumed siu li huge proportions fi»-d.»\ that it can m> huiger 1 m^ 
thwarted. You can no longer ride rough-shod ovei this nntioniil 
sentiment with impunity, and if Y<m aie not prepared to reeognise 
its imjK»rtance and provide a legitimate mitlef, it will fiiol expu^ssioii 
in tluise })«>iitica] outrages a Inch will shatter the veiy toiindat ions 
of wK-iety. And the responsihility for this dt^plorahle state of 
affairs — the res{M>nsihility for all the wcies and miseries, that will 
inevitably bdlow in the trail of su< h a |Kditu iil 1 urmoil -a ill rest on 
the shoulderH of those alio in their arrogame refuMul t^i recognise tliis 
national sentiment of ours. With these aoids i (oniincnd my motion 
to the ac i’eptance of the House. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 Ug to move 
that the demand of K^. l,Tl,fKXI Ik* redined by Rs, KKt <(<» diHi'uss the 
treatment a<*c*orded to debmits in confinement ». 

Mr. President, Sir, I am less ambitious than iny friend Rai 
MahaitMi who wants to undo all the efforts of my Hoiriile friend, the 
Home Memlier, efforts that have continued since My cdijeci, 

Kir, in moving the motion is simply to draw attention to (he treatment 
that ik l>eiiig a<5iwde<l and 1ms Wn ac<'orded to the detenus in Jail. 
I am «ure if the Hoti’be Member 
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Tht Hon’Ill# Mr. W» D« R« PRENTICES On a point of order, Sir. 
I would like to draw attention to the fart that this grant is intended 
for p«*oplt‘ outride the jails. 

Baby 8ATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY; I know that 
very well. Outride juiU, but they are in internment camps. I jnst put 
the wrong word; I think I may be pardone<l for that. I mean detenus 
in confinement. I also realise the fact that the Act is there. It i> 
no use m>w hammering against the law as if is, All that we have got 
to ilo is to see, having recorded our proU*st against the Act and its 
vices, it is now <mr business, and the business of everybwly including 
the Hon'lde Memlw^r, to see that the provisions are not abused. That 
is the 'b»ok-out of all law>abiding citij!en> with any regard for law and 
order. This House has alienily (ondemned the primdple of detention 
without h’ial 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That does not <‘ome in ; I thought you intended 
to give Hftecihc instanceH of ill-treatment. 


MftUlvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: (tn a point of order, Sir, The 
demand of the llon’lde Member lor Tails is due t(» the action of the 
Ilon’Ide the Home Meinl»er. It is difticiilt t4> distinguish between 
detenus in confinement and detenus in jail 

Mr# PRESIDENTS It is not diiliiult at all. Mr. Hay ('how- 
tlhury has clearly pul down (hat he is discussing the treutiuent ot 
the detenus in (‘oufinemeiit. 1 thouglil that he was going to say that 
they wen* not InMiig well-treatwl. 

Biby 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; That is what 1 
am going to do; I am going to base my arguments on instances that 
have come to mv knowletlge, and mTucIi entitle me to say that they 
are not Ixdng pn>i»erly ti'eateii. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is also up to you to say what sort of treat- 
ment you would like acconled to detenus. 

Baby BATISN CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: The one and 

only way of mitiimising the evil eifei'ts of detention without trial would 
be to amml them pni|»er treatment. 1 submit what is necewtaiy is 
not to deny them the ordinary <^mforta and amenities of life to which 
they are accustojned. It must not he forgotten that they are not 
ixknvieta, but persons prolaibly a» iniwH ent and law-abiding as oumelves 
— the meml>ent of this House — that they are detained as an additional 
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to our safety and security. If tkis attitude is mamtained towards 
ifuem, it may take away much of the keen edjre of public distontent 
4 Uid public distrust. Thin is within the |)oa»er of (he Government, 
within the power of the Hon'hle Mr. Prentice who at one time we are 
(old was very popular. It is u^iii {Hrs^ible (o create a jreiierul impres- 
sion in (he public mind by the sort of (reatment mettMl out to these 
detenus and their relations that the real motive of (he Government 
IB not to safejruard law and i>rder so much as to j)irk up {tersons high 
and low, noted for (l»eir inde|>endenc‘e of <diantcler and views, 
with lofty national sentiments and high ideals of patrii^tism, and to 
crush all life and spirit out of them by providing them with p<n>r 
diet, poorer exercise and hurling all the ignoininie'* and indignities 
to which the life of the ordinary convirt is aerustomed in this country' 
— nay, to nunind them also that their miseries are Udng shared by 
their oa^n kith and kin at home who hu\e to dejanid either chi nothing 


or on some little thing ba.sed on the rejK>ri «»f scmie unknown jMTsons. 
Nor are all the [mmsojis ^o interned and treated, homc n{ isditieal 
views always. We lia\e soim*tinies gaped in wcuider wl»> h» and so 
who never uttered a sellable of ixdilies was at all s,dzed and hurled 
into dc'tention camps. Who knows how man> \Htiius of jealousy and 
private grudge* there must lx* rotting in cletentuHi camps! Wc* are 
utterly in the clack alM»ut their antesrdents and being in the chnl our 
sympathic*'>^“the sympathies of all people c-annot but go> loith to them 
That iH a jisvelicdogic’ul fac*t whic’h is iMuind to manifest nuclei 


sucdi c ireunistaiic es for knowledge and knowlculgc* only cun 
you from cheri-shing false sympathy, i.r., .sympathy for 


pievcmt 

deserved 


Buffering. 

Now consider the di.Ha.Hln>UH n*t*ult which you produce on public 
tnin.l aln-udy niovfd by the inlwiimcnt willi.xil trial ot thw* 
liersoiiN, when your trPtttniMil of llieiii iiiul tin'll ri'liitioriN lomo in 


for public roniiiieiit. 

Sir, you will excu**' mi^tlic uiciiibem of tin. Ilouw will I'xcunc 
me for i am arKuiuK «n '*>•• awuniption that the Omemniciit ilo care 
for public opinion and they do desire to build up a lieiilthy publn 
opinion-the baai* of Uie future conetitutioii. H you are liKiiinM thm 
Maumption. if any menilier of thin Hoime i» BRuin** tll'» anaumjilion 
«nd if the Ooverninent is uKaiiiat thi» aaauroption, our very exoteiice 
in thie Houiie becrunea meaninirlw and nnneceeiiarj— a* our one iliity 
ia to voice Uie puWic aentiment. Mr. Shanti Khekhareawar Bay 
would denv that we are the repreeentative* of the people. Kii. I 
neither deny nor admit thia propoaition. We are repreaentotivw «o 
lonir ae we voice public opinion. Me reane to l»e 1*0 t le inonien we 
emr*, to do ao-juat aa the Ilon’We Mr. Brentice ceaaea to repre^-nt 
Briti* idea* of juatice and fairplay CTie moment he countenoncea or 
4XMidoii6t the ihooting at HijU mod nimilar other inndentf. 
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JSir, it i» not my intentioif to toiir*h on any particular incident 
like that of llijli — niy motion out inteodtHl f(»r tliat, 1 want to 
impresA on our Philip the sober that he should not commit the tsecond 
blunder of ill-treating the detenus and ill-serving their relations, 
though my generalisations are nil based on solid facts brought to my 
notice. 

Sir, I have a word to say about the allowances given to the 
relations of the detenus. The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice fold us tbe; other 
day that the District Officer’s report is the basis of his decision. I 
hope he will not be surprised learn that complaints have been made 
to me that the District Officer never cares to inquire of the relations 
of the poor detenus, nor does In* dejuite any responsible offirer like a 
Deputy Magistrate or the SiiMi visional Officer to make the 
inquiries, but lie asks the Police to report — the very police who 
probably were responsible for the intei niiient. The Police are always 
eager to please the District Officer by understating the necessities of 
the family. 

4-45 p.m. 

T ask the Hon’ble Meiiil)ei' either to support or coutradiit me. 
Tf 1 am right, am 1 not justified in asking him to have an inquiry 

into the <‘ircumstance^ of these detenus hy responsible offi(‘ers like 

Snbdi \ i’liuiiiil alter giving due nittiee to the lelnliotis of the 

particular del4*nu'*y It will take away much grief and sense of 
wnmg and injustiie if he would do so. This is all the more necessarj' 
after the insertion of (he words “having regard to his other (ircum- 
stuiu'es” ill the new Act. 

Of lourse our Drdiiiames and law hegin to woik hffoie tln v ur<» 
hiwight forth. I understand. Sir, that even before the Act was 

pinised, Hs, 15 was being given to the family of one detenu — a 
Hurman of Simulknndi — in the distrirt of MynienHiiigh. I do not 

exactly remeinl>ei his naim* but bis familv consists of 11 ineml)ere. 
This was long l>efore the Aei was pas-ed Hs. 15 for a family con- 
Aieiing of II memiiers means He. J-l/ per head or something like that. 
Wan it done in anticiiMition of the passing of the Bill by this House? 
If not, what w*ill the family gef now after the AH has l>een passed 
and having reganl to the other circumstaiKH^s of the cnae? 

Then, Sir the treatment meted out to detenus when they are ill 
deaerves special notice. The other day J mentioned the case of one 
Nngeiidranath Fhakravarti, a detenu lying seriously ill in the 
Campbell Hospital and the surgeon is afraid of performing an opera- 
tion because it might grow fatal. It has been reported that no nuraea, 
not even sindentH are allowed tt> attend him and that he ia being 
treated by (Hadiee — by coolies mind you. What reason i« there for 
treating him like this? Is it not inhuman and cruel? Will it not 
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omte diatnist and doubt in the public I mentioned tbi» rate 

tlui other day but I think so far no infc^miaiion haa been given in 
iilitwer by the official nieinWr. Nobtidy haa told us yet as to the 
condition of the patient and as to what anengementa have l>een made 
for his treatment uiul I submit that 1 am justititMl in m> fear that 
the motives of Government are liable to misconstruction if no informa* 
tion is vouchsafed to us. 

Mr* J« CAMPBELL FORRESTER* Will the Hoiriile Metaber 
kindly mention the name of the patient P 

BSby 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: The name of 
that unfortunate man is Xagemlranath Chakravarti. 

You should remember that ul»eu we approm !» the (ioveniment 
offi(dais on l>ehulf of particular detenus, w'e do so not to serve our- 
selves, but to serve the country and the Goveniinent as well. It is 
m»t on l>ebnlf of a son of mine or a relation of mine that I approached 
(ioverninent. These <lete^u^ aiv absolutely unkown to me us they 
are \inkno\vn to many of the memherH of this House*. If you do not 
take us into your cfuifidence in regard to these matters, then I submit 
that We vvill have to reconsider whether we are really of any service 
to the country by Iwing Jiieml)ej-s of this f'ouncil. It has been said 
that ineinlwrs of this House are n()t treated in the way they ou^*ht to 
he. Our woimK carry no weight with the executive office»>. We 
have a t’ertain sense nf responsihilit \ , we do rejoesi'nl the |>eopie here, 
;ind it is our duty, laung here, to stand up for the rights of the 
ordinary »*iliy>ens and thereby to prote<'t tin* Oo\ernmeiif from 
crumbling down. Sir, I have mentioned thi.** casi* and I shall be glad 
to have a reply from the Hon'ble Memla*i‘. If I had got that reply 
before, I w’otild not have come out with this iri(»tion to-day. Sir, 
members of this House may differ as tr» the polity ttj internment but 
I hope there is no difference auiongst us as to the treatment which 
the detenus should receive. 

With tlov»e words, 'Sir, I commend my nouioti to the lionTdo 
members of thi.s Hrtuse inclmling riiy friend Mr. Armstrong, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. .lab.luddin H ashentv. will you nuoe your 
motions (> and HI together? 

IlMlIvi SVfO JALALUDOIN HAtHEMY: V>«. Sir, I beR t» 
move — 

“That the demand of Rs. under the bead '47— 

Miscellaneous' be reduced by Us. 100 (to protest against the policy 
of Government regarding non-payment of allowance to persons who 
m detAined at home under the Ordinance No. IX of 1901)." 
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*‘That the demand of Rr. 1,33,000 under tlie head ‘47 — 
MifteellaneouH — MiwellaneouR and unforeseen (harges* be reduced by 
Re. J (to raise a discmssion and protest against the i>olicy of the 
Government regjirding the allowance to the deteniw).” 

Sir, in moving my ainendinente I shall place my reasons in two 
parts. In the first part I wisli to deal with the Ordinances — the 
nature and working of the Ordinances an<I the effect of these ruthless 
fiemi<mi]itary and barbarous measures. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you cannot do that. Your motion 
is confined to (he (juestion of allowances. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, to the allow- 
ances to deteuiiH detained under Ordinance IX of 1931. Therefore, I 
think I am right to deal with the Ordinance if you will ho pei-mit me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am airuid 1 (anno! albov you to deal with 
the Ordinances but certainly you can bring forward any question 
that relates to alb>wam'es (<» be paid to detenus. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 would try to 
develop my argument by making a peisoiuil reference rt^gurding the 
Ordiimnces, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, YOU must l>e very brief. 


Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, on the 16th 
January lust, 1 wan personally served with a notice by the Commis- 
Moner of Polite and the District Magistrate of 24-l*arganu8. I did 
neither care for it nor lM)ther alxmt it because I know that in the 
estimation t»f Government the police are all seeing and all hearing 
and all knowing. Hut very Tt*centl\ on the L*0th February’ last, a 
further notice was servetl upon me by the Government of Bengal 
nigiied by one Atlditioiiai Secretary* to the Government in which it 
was written that the Governor in Council was pleased to direct this 
and that Iwcause I was thought to Ik* acting 

Mr« PRESIDENT: I am afraid I must ask you if this has any- 
thing to do with your motion. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I was going to 
prove that persotis who are detained at home under the Ordinances 
Lave noi really done anything wrong bv which thw can be detained. 
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Mr. PRiilOENTs That is a different matter altoftether. That 
WM not the idea in your mind when you gave notice of theee amend- 
neiite, which relate to the (juestion of allowances to detenus. 


The Noti»M« Mr. W. D. R. RRENTICE: Sir. may 1 explain at 
this stage that the ncvtice which was served on Maulvi Syed 
Jalnluddin Hnnheiny was not under the rriminnl f 4 iw Amendment 
Act hut under an entirely diftemit Or<linauce and I sulmiit that that 
Ordinance is entirely iri'elevant t4i the iine^tion a( i>*<ne now. 

Maulvi EYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 know that the 
notii'e W'as serv^l under Ordinunee IX oj litHl under uhi« h a man 
may la* detained in his own house or within a paili<ular munitipal 
limit. While speaking on this motion I shaill ask the House to con* 
aider how can t*o\einnu*nt ask a man not to gji Itevotid llo* limit of 
a municipalit.\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am airaiil this is nil irrelevant. You cannot 
raise that in connection with the motion under discussion. Yon have 
mentioned your reasons and so you must stick to it 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: if y m will only give 

me two minutes’ tint's I '' ill < onie to m\ jioint 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th Is Is not a ijUCHlijui of time, Tlie (ptesfitui 
irt whether you have the right to diseiisM tin* mattei in eonnei tion with 
the motions under dis( nssion. Yon have mentioned your reasons for 
putting in these motions in the Ixwly of the motions, and I think ,\oii 
had better stiek to them. 

Maulvi SYED 4ALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Sir. the other day in 
reply to a (juestion put by me Ui the Hon’ble Member in cbnrge of the 
Political Department, he sail! that ahont 259 persons were detained 
under Ordinance IX of 1931 but be did not give me the exact number 
of how many of them were detained at home, I know that some of 
them are detained at home 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid this again has nothing to do with 
your motion. What an* your complaints with regard to the allowances 
paid to the delenusJ' Are they insufficient ^ Are they not regularly 
paid? These are the relevant point.s on whuh you should speak. 

MMilvt SYED MLALUDDIN HASHEMY: I am coming to that. 
In aoine eases, th?y are paid no allowanci*# at alb 
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Thi Hwi’llle Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: May I explain, Sir, that 
the mover is not referring to jiersonfj who are ‘‘under restraint^’ within 
the meaning of sections 11 and 12 of the Act hut he is referring to 
people detained under section 2 (/) (u), (h) and (c), who are not paid 
any allowances under the Act. This is the provision of the J^aw. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is not irrelevant in that respecd. He can 
criticise that provision of the law. Mr. Hashemy, you must confine 
yourself to the question of allowances. Yon must not go beyond that. 

Mauivi 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I a 111 ('oniing to 
that point. If the (Government insist upon giving no allowance to 
home-inUuned persons, the result w^ill be very disastrous, :ind I want 
to give a W'arning to the (Government. 1 know, Sir, some young men 
are detained at home and they are prm tically (‘onfined within the four 
walls of their house, I do not understand what reason there ran bo 
to rfjstrain a man without making sufficient provision foi him. Surely, 
Sir, if a man is detained at a rertain place without making any provision 
lor him, naturall> tlie mentality of that man goes agaiiCHt natnr»* and 
he will take recouise to abiMOinal ;M’tions. Sir, in connection with this 
motion, I would requ‘*st the (io\einnMMjt of Hengal (hut, from the 
experience which tliey have gained in the past, they should recommend 
to the authors of tliese Ordinances to do away with those st'ctions and 
give some allowance to persons who are detainefl at liome pracfi('ally 
W'ithout any allowuiHe. 

h p.m. 

Sir, if things are allowetl to go on in thih way then th* Hon’hlo 
Mr. Prentice will sur«*Iy agree with me that the result will be disas* 
trous. If iny brother is <letaiiHH) at home 1 am bound to make provision 
for him ; if on tht* other linml he were allow'ed to go out and had the 
ability to earn his livelihood I nei*d not dt» si>. In these circumstances 
I am compelled to make provision for him. And naturally my disposi- 
tion against the (loverniiHuit will he very serious and 1 will try my 
level best to (‘onvirue others against tliese harhttrous methods adopted 
by (Government. Sir, I ilo not take my stand on behalf of those p<*r8on» 
who are liotained at home witli any sort of allowances, for they are in 
that case able to look after them.selves; and it is for those that are 
interned without any allowances what.soever that I plead. Sir, condi* 
tions in this country are growing serious day by day till they have 
culminated in the outrage ou the occasion of the (invocation ; and 
theae thinga incline me to raise a note of w arning to the Hon’ble Meml>er 
in charge of the Police that had these p«*rson« l»een more leniently 
dealt with as far as practicable, and in a more generous and ehivalrouji 
manner, the result would be that their mentality and whole outlooA 
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be changed in course of time; hut if on the contrary Government 
ohidleiLge them in this fashion, sundy they will hove iio other course 
lefi to them hut to defy tiie law, ami tlu*y Imve acc’onlingly pn^jwred 
th«in*’*<dve8 for the maximum ot sacrifice m uriler to spare insull to 
themselves and their relatives. 

Now, Sir, if I make the rctcrcmc that I >mis to imikc regard- 

ing myself it will not perhaps he out of place. We know and most of 
the members of this House kiuiw also, that in <‘ertnin matters under 
these Ordinances and under Ordinance No. W of Ihdl some jmrsous 
are detaiiuul at home or in jail when the (fovernoi-in-(\mm‘il is satisfied 
about the unlawful activities of a numher of men. hut. Sir, mu\ I 
ask the Hon’hle Member whether all information regarding these men 
whom they are going to detain at liome is placed before the Executive 
f toincil y 


Mr* PRESIDENT: That iha's not uris<* out of tiie motion at alt. 

Mauivi SYED dALALUDOIN HASHEMY: 1 WHS going to prose 
that there are glaring injustices done in thene mutters. I muv hus that 
ill some cases at least, if n<»t in most of (he cases, tlie application of 
these Ordinances is quite* unnecessary and in the case of Mauivi Abdul 
Hakim, m.l.c., who i** now' in llii.*. House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think um can refer to that. Have 
you anything new to say^ 

Maulvt SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Coming to the demand 
before us I understand (bat half id thi** «um of IN. go**^ to 

the establishment ebargoM and tin* 4ither half is to be distnloitcj) among 
the detenus. I would earnest l> ask Mr. Prentice to see that tliev* 
allowances are properly distributed among the persons W'hu are detained, 
without further eurtailment of their allowances and that they are 
properly fe<l and clad. I would urge upon the (lovernnient to extend 
their sympathy to persons whose fr«*edom they have curtailed without 
assigning any reason whatever. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. under the head ”47 — Miscellaneous Miscel- 

laneous and unforeseen charges” be reduced by Ue. I (to raiae a dis- 
eussion on the aertion of Government resulting in the large increase 
in the detention of persons outside jails without trial). 

At the outset I shall make my position ilear. It is not my object, 
and I do not think it is the object of any one of ns to redurte this grant 
in fact, so as to disallow an expenditure which has b**en already in- 
coJTtMif for the noMuntenance of these prisoners. That is not our object, 
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My hon^bie friend was amused by that statement^ but if he will look up 
the law on the »ubje<;t. he will find that as a matter of fact the object 
of a token cut i» merely to express disapproval of a policy and I~have 
indicated in what respect 1 disapprove of the policy followed last year. 

1 am not now into the larjjer (piestion which we have alread\ 

discussed threadbare, of the detention of persons without trial at 
all ; but I venture to say that the amount of work that has been don * 
by the (iovc?mmenl in the latter part of the last year has far exceeded 
any reasonable necessity. The^' have cast their net too wide and have 
broujifht in too many persons, many of whom might have been easily 
avoided uithout tlie slightest danger to tin* State, and the result now 
is that Government find themselves in the present iMjsitioii of having 
to for more funds. I have got no personal knowledge of the 
persons who hu\e been detainetl; 1 have not had the opportunity of 
looking in the records which c-ome before Government against them, 
blit I know ol a few persons who have been detained or arrested under 
tin* Ordinances and tlie Criminal Law Amendment Act from my own 
district, and m\ own subdivision; with regaul to them I may say that 
whatever might he said against them, whatever their remote ass<>* 
ciation might he with a person who might lx* remotely (onnected with 
a revolutionary conspiracy, i might say without hesitation that there 
was not tlie slightest chaiue of the State being put to any danger by 
keeping these persons free*. 

Those poisons have been brought in simply Ix'cause, urged by panic., 
it might he or from any other consideration, the Government gave a 
blank ehixpie to u number of pt‘rsons, including a well known ptdiee 
officer in my own subdivision, lie has rei’eived a blank cheque and 
he has gone to the remote villages and arrested persons against whom 
I should be the last person to believe anything so energetii* a.s revolu- 
tionary conspiraev. All these person** might have been let alone; 
they would have harmed nobody: but tliey were brought in and with 
what results The result of these exf*essive arrests is that the seeds of 
discontent, t4*rrorisiii and of revtdutionurv conspiracy w’ere strewn 
broadcast ou the soil of the remotest \illages in my subdivision. That 
has been the result of this policy— not onl> the tinanciul result, but 
also the palitieul result that there has been a tremendous amount of 
discontent which might have hcen avoided if Government had 
been more <‘ircum.spiM't and let these ix'ople alone and confined 
themselves to the really dangerous jieople about whom there was 
legitimate apprehension; but, perhaps, Government had no time to see 
to it. Perhaps they thought that by throwing their net wude they 
would bring in all possible persons who might give trouble in future. 
If it were jKissible by this means to bring in all persona who might hy 
any < hance indulge in future in revolutionary' or terrorist crimes, I 
might support Mr. Prentice without hesitation. But it is absolutely 
impossible in S country like this with a large population spread over a 
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Wi^e wea, by any amount of leinslative or exocutire work^ with iko 
letources at the command of the Government, to draw in al) ponnihle 
terrorists by a dragnet as it were. The attempt to do so has yielded 
not the result that was anticipated but ha« <Tea(«Ml hitter enemit^ for 
Government and it is for this reastm that I move this cut. 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rg. 1,33,000 under the head “47 — Miseelluneons — Miseeliuneons and un- 
foreseen charges” be reduced by Ite. 1 (to initiate discussion on the n»H»d 
for economy on this hca<lk 

Mr. I^esidoiit, Sir, it is tittiiig at this doleful time that 1 should 
move a one rupee cut to impress on Government the m*<Ml for economy. 

I say a “doleful time” for the Governm- nt ot Ib'ugul arc on the dole and 
have to apply for relief. 

In England we have tin* dole in operation and with a view to i»eoiiomy 
we liave what is known as the “means test ’ in eonnection with un- 
employment reli(‘f, 1 ask for economy, in fact a “mean*^ test”, with 
regard to the provi.sion for dcti'miH. 

To those who mu\ think that 1 am a supporter of oppression or 
unjust repression, 1 wanild ref«*r to a tiim* wln*u Mr. It. Das 

issued a manifesto shoitly before his death. Defore a large inidience 
of KurojH'ans I ri.sked un|>opularity in pn»testirig \uciferouslv against 
the Ordinance.s — the justic* of whi<di I doubted — hut 1 hove Ki?ice 
found that in> (tppositioii wa*. but mi.splm i*d s\ input h> . The Govern- 
ment of Heugal ha\e been ionstantly the target for attacks on this 
(juestion of detenus and jujc might judg** from the natviie ed' soon* of 
the spei't lie> <leli\en’<l in this Council that ail tin* tlct<'nns wi'ie pcrftM'tly 
iniuM'(*nt men, not a.ssociated w ith i iime, atol that a \ il • Government 
searched tiie i*rovin<M' to put them under arrest with an inexplicable 
tibject of detaining innocent persons. 1 refuse to brlievi* that an intelli- 
gent government, (ompoHcd of Kuropeuns am! Indians, find pbuiituro 
in searching the cotiutry to detain innocent men at puldi<! »‘xpiM»si* — 
particularly at a time like this. 

After the Trw'in-Gandhi Pact numbers of people were releaM‘*d. Imi 
has the terrorist movement abated in <‘onHe<|nen<»*.^ No; further acts 
of terrorism have gone on. 

It has been stated to me by Indians in tliis t’ouneil that if Europeans 
would speak the truth they would gel on much Im'IIci with Indians. 
Well, 1 am now speaking the truth. As to ihom who Ha> that Euro* 
peans always follow' the Goveninient like sheep into a jien, I must say 
that we only walk into that pen when the Government are right. 

1 do not see wisdom in (jovernment’s coticeulment of the rates of allow- 
ancea; perhaps we shall get the figures now because 1 understand that 
conaiderable reductions have been made. No Government servant baa 
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giTen me ihe figtireu, but if the information which has reached me is 
eorreot, then there is good reason for Indians and Europeans alike to 
reTolt against such lavish expenditure as has been made in the past. 

It has been argued that unemployment is the cause of the trouble. 
Are we to take it then that the unemployment excuse is a confession 
that the detenus regard it as better to be detained in comfort than 
starve in liberty? It would appear by some of the speeches here that 
Government is under an obligation to make the camps attractive hostels. 
If that be carried out, wo shall find the situation as described by 
Tennyson : 

“And down ihe long street riding wearily 
Finds every hostel full.” 

It is my contention that the unemployinent problem is aggravated 
because there is no confidence in commercial and indii.strial circles in 
the Province owing to unrest, uncertainty and terrorism. 

Believe me, Sir, that my remarks arc not inspired by any racial 
feeling whatsoever; hut in the interests of law-abiding Indians and 
Europeans alike 1 denounce terrorism because it is lowering Bengal in 
the eyes of other provinces and the Central Government. But I submit 
that if economy has to he made it should ho under this head. It might 
be that certain innocent men are detained hut in Crown and civil suits 
we find eases of the innocent suffering and acquittal of the guilty. 

I have heard no constructive alternative scheme propounded to re- 
place the detention of men associated with crime. Peaceful persua- 
sion has failed before, and T would refer this Council to a time when a 
man of no less influence than Mr. II. Das endeavoured, hut fail 'd, 
t(» dissuade certain Indians from murdering Sikh taxi-drivers. Again 
1 state there i.s no racial feeling in me whatsewner on this matter, hut 
my <'ut is for the purpose of pfdntiug out the ne<'d for economy in tin* 
future — whatever wasteful extravagance may have* been made in tin* 
past -and with a regard for those Indians and Europeans who are suffer- 
ing without associating themselves with crime. It is on them we have 
to place our hopes that Bengal may again h<* exaUe<l to the position she 
once (MTUpied* 

A-15 p.m. 

Mr. IN ANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Sir, I shall be very 
short. I refer to the policy of Government regarding interning 
persons 

Mr. RREilOENTi l>i> you intend to deal with any particular motion 
which is now before the House? You cannot in any case go be 3 rund 
ihe ataendmenta, which are now open to discussion. 
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Mt. tlMNTI tHEKHMEtWAH RAYl 1 ahaU deal ^nemBy with 
tiM amendmenta. I wiah to deal w'ith one aspect of tlie question so faar 
m the policy of Governineiit is iniiirerned in interning people to Tillage 
huts. Sir, I do not understand why Qovemment brings men from else* 
where to intern ihem, say, in the Malda district or other out-of-tlie-way 
places. 1 do not understand why Goveritmeni thinks it necessary in 
the discharge of its duties — in maintaining law and order in the Pro*> 
Tince — to place an undesimhle person, according of course to GoTem- 
ment, in an otherwise peaceful district like Malda. I may say to the 
credit of the Malda district that only one person has been interned by 
Government from that district, and thus judging from the Government 
point of view it may be said that the record of the Malda district has 
been very good. But recently, under Government orders, several 
internees have been brought fn»m other districts to the Malda district 
and interned in different villages. I submit that the presence of these 
people in the district naturally causes a certain amount of irritation 
and agitation there. I hope that the Hon ’hie Member will be able to 
give us some justification of this jMdiry of Government. 

There is another iisfKH’t of the question. These internees are always 
complaining about the bad health of the pla<‘c, about their allow^ances, 
about the absence of proper medical aid for them. Home of them who 
were used to city life have been <‘ompclled to live in villages. I would 
suggest that instead of following this policy of scattering the detenus 
all over Bengal, the proper course would be for the Government— if it 
really thinks that they are dangerous to public safety— to have some 
central camp where they c^iii be kept without any danger to the public— 
though personally I would not support even that course. I would 
rather suggest their trial in open court and, if found guilty, they may 
be convicted as ordinary accused. 

The feeling that has Wn roused in the minds of 
some of my Exiropean friends is quite natural and during 
the session some of them gave expressions to some misgivings. 
But what is the idea of Government for treating these people as criminals 
and at the same time maintaining them by giving allowances and 
other benefits which ordinary criminals are not entitled to? The 
fact is that Government in their heart of heart does not believe them 
to be criminals; ‘^Conscience makes cowards of us air’; that is the 
only logical conclusion which one can arrive at. 

Mr* B* Cm CHATTffMClS Government has a conscience? 

Hr* illAIITI tHilCMAilliWAR BAYl Sir. I plead on hohalf 

ifeeoe interned peraons, I hope Ooverniiieiii will net gain much hy 
eMmm down their nBownneea on ihe finggeitiona of the Anglo^ndian 
FfMe a«d the non-aficdnl lunipMni eoiiaiiiiftity. I do not eek ihom 
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to be generous but 1 ask them to be just. OoTemment^s policy should 
not be to punish them but to reclaim them and turn them from enemies 
to friends. The other -day the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Politi- 
cal Department asked for suggestions to cope with this terrorism in 
Bengal. It is a big question and it is too big a question for me to deal 
with, and I shall not attempt to do so. The root cause is very deep, 
and it requires great men to reconcile the interests of two great nations 
apparently irreconcilable. Master-minds and more experienced heads 
are elsewhere trying to find out the solution of this great problem and 
I hope they will be successful. 

Mri PRESIDENT: We have nothing to do with that. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I am just suggesting 
some palliatives. 1 would ask the Government to do everything possible 
to allay bitterness and this can l>e effected by accepting my suggestion. 


5-30 p.m. 

Tho H0ffl*bl0 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I do not propose to 
follow the various speakers into a discussion of the principles of the Act 
or the details of its working. We have discussed tlieni almost thread- 
bare as one speaker said and a few days ago; when the Act came up for 
discussion in this Council, one of the sections wliicb was under discus- 
sion was the one under which we are hound to pay tho allowances in 
respect of which I am now asking for this supplementary’ grant. This 
grant is required to meet the expenditure up till the end of this year in 
respect of detenus in confinement or “under restraint*’ outside jails. 
The term “under restraint” is defined in sections 11 and 12 of the Act 
and the point raised by one speaker that detenus in their own homes 
are not entitled to any allowance is covered by the definition of “under 
restraint” which is given in section 12. By one of the amendments 
that were accepted in considering the Bill the position of such detenus 
was possibly improved, inasmuch as we accepted an amendment which 
makes it iucumbent on Government to pay allowances in respect of 
detenus in home domicile who are subjected to orders which prevent 
them from engaging in their ordinary business or profession. But 
apart from that, there is no law under which we can pay these allow- 
ances and naturally we do not propCMe to go outside the law, for 
already the expenditure in connection with detenus is enormous. When 
we framed the budget of this year, we anticipated that we would have 
to deal with about 500 detenus; already the number is 50 per cent, in 
excess of ibis and it shows signs of increasing still further; and although 
we have not yet reached the stage that was reached in War years when 
the figure of detenus was oCnsiderahly in excess of the mtmber now 
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mder detentioa, there is the possibility thiit it nwy rise to that neigh* 
bourhood. The budget of next year, therefore, makes provision for 
12 months in respect of the larger number in consideration of which t 
am now asking for this supplementary grant for the remainder of this 
year. 

The duties of Government in respect of these allowances are laid 
down in section 12 of the Act, under which we have got to pay m 
monthly allowance for the support of the detenu ‘*of such amount as is, 
in the opinion of the Local Government, adequate for the supply of his 
wants'’ — that has been recently amended and we have now to take into 
account ‘‘his other sources of income*’ — and in addition to that we are 
bound to pay, for the maintenance of “bis family, if any, or such of his 
near relatives, if any, as are in the opinion of the Local Government 
dependent on him for support, an allowance for the supply of their wants 
suitable in the opinion of the Local Government to tlieir rank in life”. 
These are the conditions which are prescribed by law and we do our best 
to act up to them. 

In connection with the detention camps the position is complicated 
by the fact that we have a large number of detenus living all together 
and when the question first came up in connection with the Act of 1925 
the policy then adopted was that of not attempting to differentiate 
between the different detenus in the same camp but to pay all of thorn 
a uniform scale. The result naturally has been that while some of them 
get more than what the strict letter of the law requires, on the other 
hand others get less. The rate that has been fixed is in accordance with 
what those who are in charge of the camps and those who visit th«>m and 
know the circumstances recommend as suitable. 

The amendments which have been moved are from two different 
points of view. On the one hand we have heard complaints that we do 
not treat the detenus well enough. On the other hand, there are two 
amendments which are proposed on grounds of economy. I must con- 
fess that I was surprised when the Rai Mahasai wanted to give only one 
anna, and if his amendment were accepted, I doubt whether he would 
care to go and explain to the detenus that he really wanted the allow- 
ances cut down to that extent. The other amendment was a reasonable 

one vif., to cut the grant by one rupee — in order to drair attention to 

the need for economy. I can assure the Council that no one considers 
the question of economy more than the present Government, for we are 
in fact pressed at every turn for want of funds. A complaint has been 
made of extravagance. But the rates that were introduced when the 
Ordinance of 1930, which was followed by the Act of the same year, 
oifctnA into force were those which were arrived at as a result of experi- 
ence of eeveral years under the Act of 1925. The rates in force under 
that Act were simply re-introduced at the beginning of the penod cov^ 
by fhe Ordinanoe and the Act of 1930. Subsequently, aHegatumi 
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were mede tliat the rates that had heen sanctioned previondy Were 
excessiTe. Inquiries were accordingly made from yarions Magistrates, 
jail authorities and others as to what was required for the proper support 
of these detenus in accordance with the provisions of the Act^ and, in 
December last certain reductions were made in the allowances as the 
result of these inquiries. We have endeavoured throughout to keep 
the allowances reasonable and as required by law. We oannot treat 
these men as criminals ; we have got to treat thsm as under preventive 
detention. We have tried to hold the scales between the two extremes, 
and we are constantly watching this question from the point of view 
of economy. We have recently had the camps inspected by one of our 
officers and we are waiting for his suggestions. But I know that the 
Commandant of one detention camp told me recently that the allowances 
could not 1)6 further reduced; so that from the point of view of the 
deteiniM we have probably reached an amount which is pretty near what 
is reasonable. It is on the basis of these amounts that have been 
reasonably arrived at that this demand has heen made. 

During the discussion eertaiu Hpecific complaints have heen made — 
one regarding a detenu, Nagendra Chandra Chakraharti to whom 
Mr. Hay Cbowdhury referred. Mr. Hay Chowdhury made certain 
allegations of ill-treatment and neglect. Sime his speech I have had 
the Campbell Hospital rung up and I am informed that the detenu is 
under the p4M‘Hoiial care of the Superintendent and i.s mu<'h better. I 
think that this information will satisfy Mr. Hay (’howdhury that at any 
rate some of the reports which he i-eceives alsiut detenus are not to be 
relied upon. And 1 am afraid that that is also the case as regards a 
large iiumlier of the complaints made about the inadM{u»cv of the allow- 
ances grunUul to the detenus’ fumilies. I explained in connection either 
with the recent Bill or one of the resolutions the amount of trouble 
Government go to in connection with these allowances, and on more 
thaLii one occasion we have discovered that a detenu has sent instruc- 
tions to his home as to what was to he told by the relatives to the 
inquiring officer during the investigation of the family *8 requirements. 
1 can assure you that the amount of work that is done in connection 
with aUowances is enormous. The detenus have to kill time and they 
are allowed to write a certain number of letters and the large percent- 
age of the letters that they write deal with allowances. Inquiries are 
made about anything which appears to be deserving of inquiry, and I 
am personally convinced that the local officers do their work honeatly 
and do their best to arrive at the fairest possible estimate of the proper 
requirements oi the detenus* relatives. Bui if any member has any 
specific case in which he thinks that injustice has been done, I shall be 
prepared to look into the papers and, if necessary, get further informa- 
tion. But I want to warn members that my experience l>aae3 on 
which I have made gpenerally shows ihat the infonnation mi 
wldoh complaints are based is not in accordance wifh fhe Ihets. 
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Ths question has been raised as io why detenus should be placed in * 
irSlage domicile and not in camps where they will not be a danger both 
to Oovemagi^t and to the localities in which they are distributed. The 
policy of Oovemment that was adopted under the old Act was that war 
tried, when circumstances permitted, to take individual detenus away 
from association with other persons connected with terrorism and to 
put them in village domicile away from the evil iiiHuences which in 
many cases react upon them in camps. It is a test to see whether they 
genuinely regret their past conduct and are honest in their determiaa* 
&n that they will have nothing to do in future with the terrorist move- 
ment. When they have passed the test satisfactorily we rmluce the 
amount of restraint still further aud lei them go to their liomeM. 

I have heard one member inKinuate that under tliis Act we deal not 
only with terrorists but also with people who have political views of 
which we do not approve. That is entirely incorrect. No person c<»mes 
under the operation of this Act unless he is ct)UDected WMth terrorism. 
He may have whatever political views he pleases. Ho is j»erfectly free 
to express them and Government will not interfere with him under this 
Act unless he is coime<'ted with terrorism. Ihna fide jHiliticians 
need have no fear of being dealt with under this Act. 

I am afraid the time is short and I cannot deal with the other points 
which have been raised in the course of the debate. T would only add 
that this amount is rectuired in order to .sec that the detenus who are 
not in jails but are detained in camps and in village domicile are decently 
fed and clothed in accordanc-* with the scah*s approved by Government 
after full inquiries from persons who have a knowledge of their condi- 
tions aud I would ask the Council to sanction the amount. 


Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GURTAs Bir. may 1 ask the 

Hon’ble Member a question with regard to this matter h Has there 
been a hunger-strike in the Berhainpore JailP 


Tilt Mmi’llli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: People are always going 
on bunger-atrike in the Berhampore Camp. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to give my support 
to some of the amendments that have 1>eeii mo\’w!. Speaking on a 
similar motion last year, on the 'WHh of Mart'h, 19dl, in summing 
up the debate, the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice said: “1 wimld ask the 
Council to take their share in the responsibility for the procedure, 
boweter unpleasant it may W. when they are satisfied that it i« 
neoenenry in the interetts of this Province.” 
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Sir, my esteemed friend Mr. Aimstrong has said that several 
members of this House have stated times without number that all 
the detenus are innocent. I suggest that Mr. Armstrong has forgotten 
six small words. What we said, and what we do maintain still, is 
that all detenus are innocent in the eye of the law. They have never 
been tried. In fact, they are detained because (lovemment think 
that would be in the interest of the public safety. Under the Act, 
it is only when Government is satisfied and I take it that Government 
is satisfied on the reports of its police informers and spiee, and that, 
I submit, is no better than mere suspicion. If the cause of satisfac- 
tion is such that it cannot be exposed to courts of justice, we do 
maintain that in the eye of the law, these men are still innocent, 
even if the Government think them guilty enough to be detained. 

I think Mr. Armstrong has himself given the best answer to the 
unlawful, I will not say illegal, improper detention of these men. 
Mr. Annstrong said that after the Gandhi agreement, there was a 
big release of these detenus, but that did not stop terrorism. What 
does that prove!** To my mind it proves that you have detained men 
who were not connected with the terrorist movement and that Govern- 
ment in having detained them, has been acting on wrong information, 
and were very easily satisfied as to their complicity in the terrorist 
movement. They wanted to l)e satisfieil, and they were satisfied. 
The very fact that the detention of these men was not followed up 
by any stoppage of terix^rism, shows that the men who were detained 
were not the right men. It has l>een suggested that these camps, 
these detention camps are made as attractive as possible, and therefore 
they should l)e detained there. I am not here to answer that. 1 do 
not really know whether they are attractive or not. I have never 
been inside them yet, but T think that merely Wause these camps are 
attmetive, we should not detain them at all. 


TN Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I explain one matter. 

Mr. Armstrong was of course wrong in saying that any detenus were 
released after the Gandhi-Irwin agreement. No detenus detained 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act were then released. It was 
only the civil disobedience prisoners who were released, an entirely 
different lot of people. 


Mr. E« C. ORMOND: Is the time up, Mr. Presidentf 


Mr. PRitlDlNT: No. you have still two minutes. 
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Mr. C. C. ORMOND: I cannot say much in one minute, but I 
fi^pment some of the intereats at any rate, of the Europeant ouUide 
House, where this question has been discussed. Their view in 
respect of one thing that has been said, that the detention of these 
detenus is in a sense illegal, is quite different. Whatever changes 
may or may not be made in the constitution of India, yet under the 
present constitution, this House has certain powers, tins Council has 
certain powers; the Governor of Bengal has certain powers, His 
Excellency the Vit*eroy has certain powers, and things done under 
these powers 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What has that to do with this matterP 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I am leading up to the jwint. That is, any 
order, whether by Ordinance or not, or enactment of Government, U 
part of this constitution, just as much as any other. (A voick; The 
time is up.) 1 see I cannot go into any further details aliout this, 
so I shall now stop. 

The following motions w’ere then put and lost; — 

That the demand of Rs. l,3d,00() under the head "47— Miscel- 
laneous — Mi.soelluneou8 and unforeseen charges" l>e reduced by 
Rs, 1, *'12, 999-1 54) (on grounds of ei’ODomy). 

That the demand of Rs. 1,3*1,000 be reduced by Rs. 1(K) (to discuss 
the treatment accorded to detenus in confinement). 

That the demand of Rs. 1,33,000 under the head "47- Miscel- 
laneous" be reduced by Rs, 100 (to protest against the jndicy of 
Government regarding non-payment of allowance to persons who are 
detained at home under the Ordinance No. IX of 1931). 

Thai the demand of Rs. 1,33,000 under the head "47 — Miscel- 
laneous — Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges" be reduced by Rs. HK) 
(to criticise the action of Govemraent under the said Act and 
Ordinance necessitating this extra expenditure). 

That the demand of Rs. 1,33,(K)0 under the head "47 — ^Miscel- 
laneous — Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges" be rwluccMl by Ee. 1 
(to raise a discussion on the action of Government resulting in the 
large increase in the detention of persons outside jails without trial). 

That the demand of Its. 1,33.(HK) under the head "47-Miscel. 
laneous — Mist^ellaneous and unforeseen charges" l>e reduc.ed by Ee. 1 
(to raise a discussion about the detention of persons tinder the Bengal 
Original Ijaw Amendment Act, 1930, is amended by the Ordinance 
Ko. IX of 1931). 
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Dbai the demaiid of Bo. 1,33,000 imdeir tl» hmd ^T—Mltcel- 
Mw^lAnftono and nnforeaean charges’’ be rednoed by Be. 1 
(to raise a discussion and pniiest against the policy of the Oovemment 
legarding the allowance to 4 he detenus). 

That the demand of Ils. 1,33,000 under the head “47 — Miscel- 
laneous — Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges” be reduced by Re. 1 
(to initiate discussion on the need for economy on this head). 

The motion that a sum of Es. 1,33,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head '‘47 — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous and unforeseen 
charges'* to cover the expenditure in excess of the voted grants under 
“47 — Miscellaneous” on account of charges relating to persons detained 
outside jails under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 19^30, 
as amended by the Ordinance No. IX of 1931, was then put and 
agreed to. 

[At 6 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 6-15 p.m.] 


Cwiaral Diseustioii of ttio Bmigot of ttio Govommont of Boitgal 
for t03Ma. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI; Sir, I made a reference to 
Sir llajendra’s Retrenchment Committee yesterday. Unfortunately 
the proceedings were confidential else many interesting things would 
have come to light. However, mo.st of the reiommcndations which 
were made by the t'ommittee had very strong public opinion at their 
back, the prominent of them l>eing the reduction in the number of 
Executive Councillors and Ministers and the alwlition of the posts of 
Divisional Commissioners and the retrenchment in the costs under 
head “Police.” The Retrenchment Committee held “that a Ooveru- 
mani of seven is not justified b>^ the work that has to be done. There 
i« no dispnin on this point and that there is ample justification for a 
Government of four, consisting of two members of Council, one of 
whom should be a non-oflicial, and two Ministers and they regarded 
this as the normal and proper strength of the local Govenunent. This 
would have effected a net reduction of Rs. 2,16,000. Their main 
proposal in regard to the Secretariat was that where there were heads 
of departments the present duplication of departmental and Secretariat 
eetablishments and officm should in moat cases be done away with. 
They reoommendeii the amalgamation of the Revenne Seeretanat and 
Board of Bevrane and the abolitioa of the poet of Deputy Seertiary 
in the Political and AppoinUneat Departments and Assistant Seer^ 
taries in the Judicial and Public Works Departments and Begiitmni* 
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mgard to tho abolition of tbo po«U of DiTistonal OominiiiaoBiOii, Uio 
OMicluding remarks of tbe Committee were that while Comnttssmnen 
do useful work its distribution among other officers would lead to m 
appreciable loes of efficiency. The position of District Ufficeiu would 
be strengUiened, and their responsibility less oWured if there were 
no Commisaionefs. On the other hand we feel that the office of 
Commissioner is declining in usefulness and prestige uud that, in the 
conditions that now prevail, its further deidine is inevitable. We 
recommend that the post of Commissioner W abolished.*’ This would 
have effected a net reduction of Rs. 5,20,000. With regard to the 
Police, which absorbed one-fifth of the n»venue of Bengal, the Com- 
mittee recommended net reduction of Rs. 2(»,28,H00. With regard to 
the Calcutta Police a net reduction of Rs. 8.15,500 were recommended. 
The recommendations of the t'ommittee, H|)ecially with regard tt» the 
Bengal and Calcutta Police, have not only Wn tlmmm to the winds 
hut are being inci*ettHed with wonderful nipidity since the publication 
of the report. The net reduction for the whole of the Provinc'o recom^ 
mended by the Cominittee amounted to Rs. 1,90,25.910, t.c., near abtiui 
two (Tores of rupees, almost e(iuul to the deficit in the budget under dis» 
cuBsion. Had the Government accepted some of the main retotnmemla- 
tions there would not have been the least necessity of incurring an 
unproductive debt of two crores of rupees. The top-heavy adininistni- 
tion of Bengal is responsible for the heavy deficit in the cost of 
administration. Unless drastic reductions are made in the near 
future, the bankruptcy of the Government of Bengal is assured. 

Sir, it was quite fresh in our memory when one T<ieutenant^ 
Governor efficiently administered Bengal, Bihar and* Orissa with four 
Secretaries. The Government of Bengal has now Ihmti relieved of the 
burden of Bihar and Orissa, yet the expenditure (»f Bengal alone has 
gone up disproportionately higher without any appreciable efficiency 
in the administrative system or in any corresponding benefit t<» the 
country. I think, the numlier of Secretaries havi^ lM»en doubbul, 4 
Deputy Secretaries and 12 Under or Assistant Secretaries have been 
added. The total, I believe, is 24, but T do not objwt to the retention 
of their services. It was they who were really doing the work of 
administration which w|s, no doubt, strenuous now-a*duys. But I 
fail to understand why so many honourable figureheads sliould adorn 
the Treasury Bench and mb under license a fair shore of the revenues 
of Bengal. If Bengal is to be saved, the top-beovy administration 
must go. 

Some retrenchments have, of course, been made in the budget under 
discussion, but I regret to find that some of these had been done in 
^e wrong direction. For insiaoce, I should like to refer to the 
rolreiithitteiite proposed in the education and scientific depart nienta 
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Sir, a reduciioa of Be. 60,000 has been made out of the grants 
ptdd to the non<GoTemment secondary schools as a measure of retrench- 
ment. This is most unfortunate. The result will be disastrous to 
the cause of secondary education in the countryside. Owing to the 
prevailing economic depression most of these schools have reached the 
starvation point and any further reduction will compel some of them 
to close their doors. I wonder how the popular Minister of Education, 
who was BO enthusiastic al>out the passing of the Primary Education 
AH, should agree to such a preposterous proposal. 

I should Wseech the Education Minister to reconsider the ^tosition 
and restore the grant. It was false economy to cripple the facilities 
for education specially as it was a question of life and death to many 
of these useful institutions. 

The reduction of 20 per cent, in the S<dentific Department is also 
unfortunate. The retrenchment with a total saving of Es. 5,000 was 
a mere drop in the ocean. Donations to the scientific societies like 
the Asiatic Society, the Varendra Research Society or to the Dacca or 
Darjeeling Museums should have been left untouched. These measures 
of economy do more harm than good. The starvation of these most 
important branches of learning cannot l>e looked upon with com- 
placence. 

The reduction of Rs. 4,000 from the grunt of Ha. 20,000 to the 
Imperial Library is another matter which required careful considera- 
tion. This library was being removed as an appendage of the Imperial 
Government to Delhi sometime after the removal of the lapital from 
Bengal . This we strenuously opposed and the Government of India 
had the generosity to yield at la.st to the pre.ssure of public opinion, 
the Government of Bengal also rose equal to the occasion by an offer 
of substantial contribution for its maintenance and upkeep. Bengal 
is proud to possess such a first class library — the l)e8t in India. I 
should call it a sin to cripple its resources by even a rupee. Pray 
do not help to starve the intellect of the nation. Rs. 4,000 is nothing 
to the wanton waste of public funds in other directions. I should 
once more beseech the Education Minister to restore it if he cannot 
see his way to increase the grant which he should have done. These 
are some of the glaring instances of retrenchment in the wrong 
direction. ^ 

In the circumstances, the proper course for the Government should 
be to adopt the main recommendations of Sir Hajendra^s Retrenchment 
Committee. I should also like to suggest the stoppage for some time 
to oome of further recruitment to the Indian Civil Service and to the 
Imperial Police Service. Further recruitment of Deputy CoHectors 
may alto be hdd over till better times. The post of Circle Officers 
•bould be abolished altogether. They have long outlived their uee- 
fnlneet. They have now become a constant source of irritation and 
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gupleasaxitiiesa and a stumbling block to the expansion of tbe aotivi* 
of tbe Union Boards. A few auditors will do better work than 
ihase officers. Reference has been made by more than one speaker 
with regard to the iniquitous Meston settlement. Now that tbe 
Federal Finance Committee is holding its sittings in Delhi and our 
Finance Member tbe Hon’ble Mr. Marr is gtung to give evidence 
there, I should like to request him to urge the rightful claims of 
Bengal on the duty on jute and the income-tax raised from this 
Province. If Bengal gets a moiety of it, its finunciul prosperity will 
be assured. May God help him in his mission. 


Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naihlpiirs 

Sir, I rise on behalf of my constituency to offer rriticism on the 
budget presented by the Hon’ble the Finanee Member. The Ilon’ble 
Mr. Marr has presented u deficit budget, for there is no ledeeming 
feature in it. After what has been said by other speakers yesterday 
and to-day, I think the Finance Membei cannot expect from me van* 
gratulations for such deficit budget. Anyway, we are grateful to him 
that he has not suggested any new form of taxation at this time. It 
would not have been fair if he had suggested any new taxation. The 
taxable capacity of the people has been exhausted and there is no 
room for further taxation. If he had suggested anv new taxation, it 
would have crushed the people. By not suggesting any new taxation 
Mr. Marr has saved a critical situation of Bengal . At the ptesent 
time the periple cannot even afford to pay for their necessities of life 
and with a new taxation they would have been crushed altogether. I 
offer my congratulation to Mr. Marr for this. 

Mr. Marr, however, has adopt < m 1 another method of meeting the 
deficit and that is by way of raising a loan. May I ask whether that 
is a very sound principle. T think it is not the sound principle; and 
should not have lieen adopted by u Finance Member like him. This 
policy may go on well as a temporary measure. He has himself 
admitted that there is no chance of the situation improving in the 
near future. The political situation has not improved and unless it 
improves, trade and commerce <’annot improve and there is no hope 
of getting further revenue. In (hat case, the pdiev of raising a loan 
ia, I think, not a sound one. 

Sir, I think the best course would have Wen U) retrench eijiendi- 
ture. For the last three years, we ha\e Wen clamouring for 
Tetrenchment but unfortunately Government have paid no beerl to us. 
On the other hand they alwaj^s advance the fden that this province 
baa reduced its expenditure to a minimum and that there is no room 
for any further retrenchment. But, Sir, when His Majesty the King- 
Emporoc and tbe British Premier and His Excellency the Viceroy 
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wiUingly retreiieli«d their lapendUtmre, it wag that the Q 0 ?eni> 
meat of Bengal thought of mahing a ten per cent. cut. That is the 
only thing that they have done by way of retrenchment. The other 
day the Council unanimously adopted a resolution that them should be 
a retrenchment committee consisting of both officials and non^officials. 
But, Sir, up to now no steps have been taken in that direction. I 
do not know why Government is so very afraid of a retrenchment 
committee. If there is no room for retrenchment, the committee 
could do nothing, but if there is any room, the committee 
would be able to find out that a sufficient amount could be saved for 
our needs. I appeal to the Treasury Benches to appoint a retrench- 
ment committee to look into the question of expenditure. 

With regard to the Police, Sir, I know that the Police has the 
largest share in the budget. No one can deny it because it is a fact. 
I am not speaking aliout Calcutta, hni in the mufassal, the numl>er 
of ci'iincK has enormously increased. Gut of 90 per cent, of cases of 
ordinary crimes, only 10 per cent, are reported to the Police. I know. 
Sir, from personal experience, the Police do not take any action, on 
the plea that they have no time to deal with ordinary (rimes as they 
are kept busy with political crimes. They do not pay much attention 
to deal with such cases. The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice may say that this 
will cost more money. I never said that they would not cost money. 
If it does cost more money, I do no! think there w(»uld be any objec- 
tion to it. But in any case Government should not neglecH ordinary 
crimes. The Police is not meant only to deal with political ceases, 
but they miust maintain the tranquillity of the Provinct*. Sir. it means 
very little difference if one is killed by Bum or by llavan. The 
inatter is the same with the people who are robbed by ordinary 
criminals or by political criminals. So I say that ordinary crimes 
should not be neglec'ted and that Government should instruct the 
Police to pay mora attention to ordinary ('rimes. 


6<^ p.m. 

With regard to the transferred departments I would like to say 
that without more money the Hon’ble Ministers cannot put their whole 
personality into their work and !w> do good to the country. If money 
be not forthcoming for the development of the subjec^ts under their 
charge it would be useless for them to remain in charge of those 
departments; otherwise their services are not at all necessary . Their 
retention will only embarrass Government and involve waste of public 
revenue. Jiccordingly I suggest that they should be given more and 
more money for the development for the transferred departmenta 
miidar their charge, and to see that the nation-huilding departmenta 
proaptr. 
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MfW H« !• WflllAWAIIDY: Althougrli, Sir, I UnA that Ooteni- 
mitit rnnkm to avoid listaaing to hard words and most of its members 
in eommoii with the non-offirals are absent, and memWrs eorainfc 
§x% gnrpriaed that they have wandered in, and are iMiin^ canvassed 
to go out, and I find several playing hide and seek behind the door of 
this Chamber, I will deliver mjTielf of niy speech lest I be alwent 
duaing the Budget discussion. Every year we are piivileged to 
deliver an oration apropos of everj’thing or nothing. We condemn 
the Meston Settlement in emphatic terms, we congratulate the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member on making the l)est of a bad job; we 
in the same breath, record our protest for his having paid too much 
attention to the Department of Law and Order; we regret that he 
has not paid more to e<lucntional institutions that turn out would-be 
detenus; we deplore that there are n<it enough hospitals, and 1, for 
one, am always of opinion that the Irrigation Depnrtnient should he 
abolished, all its works should be suspended, and we siioulil invite 
Sir William Wilcocks to save the (nmiitry from the ruvuges of drought, 
floods and malaria. But we are apt, in dissetHiitg the Budget, to 
miss the wood for the trees. There are throe matters of ctdossal 
importance that we have to contend with. The first is that we have 
been compelled to carry on the administration by taking loans. The 
Meston Award ha.s bled Bengal while, so that the (bivcrnnient of 
India may maintain an expensive administration, and the other pro- 
vinces have roads and canals. The Council has |>ointe(I out to the 
authorities the iniquities of that Aw'urd which Immght a Barony to 
its author; our (lovemment has jiiove<l and even a (Governor went up 
to Simla to seek a readjustment, and all that he could get was a 
remission of the Provincial contribution. Kow, unable to do more, 
Government should have resigned rather than undertake an adminis- 
tration that was sure to lead to bankruptcy and in any other country 
they would have done so. Practically all the discontent here — even 
the despair which has led to terrorism — is the fruit of the Meston 
Award. Had the people more money for the development of their 
resourcres, for encouraging their industries and their agriculture, if 
malaria and cholera could be eradicated from the villages by scientific 
irrigation and health measures, if they could become more educated, 
if thefre were better provisions for hospitals and medical education, 
if even Government had enough resources to come to the help of those 
who are dying of starvation in the famine-stricken areas, the discon- 
tent would have lieen less, and the subversive movements would not 
have been eo widely oountenaneed by the ^hlic as they are to-day. 
Tile Meston Award, apart from diminishing our resources, has 
indirsetly eontribuled to divert our scanty income towards fntilleii 
etamak, e.p., poltee, jmis, allowance to detenus, Kow the Governor 
wmmt ledgiH^^ie has hia duties to perform; the members of Govern* 
nmni win wm nomlmm of ^e oovenaated sernoei eannot reeipi lor 
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obTiOtts reasons; bnt there ie no reason why tktf Ministm anil ibe 
other members of the EzecuttTe Council should not resign in |iroteat<— 
and the Council will see to it that no one else takes their place until 
th^s outrage on justice is rectified — and may I reapectfuHy say, Sir, 
that if you too were to take the lead, we shall all follow excepting 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hasbemy whom we shall leave here to criticise the 
remnant of Government. There will be no other course left to us if 
the new Finance Committee cannot do its work better than the Heston 
Committee and the rights of Bengal are once more drowned by the 
clamour of Bombay, Madras, the Punjab, United Provinces and the 
Government of India. 

Now the second factor of importance is the growth of lawlessness — 
which has taken the form of civil disobedience, terrorism and 
Bolshevism. This spirit is dangerous, because it will persist and will 
not disappear with the disappearance of the Britishers from this 
country. Succeeding Governments, even if manned by terrorists 
themselves, will have to suffer for it. I will not refer at this stage 
to the provision that Government has made in the budget. There will 
be plenty of opportunity when the replenished artillery of our pseudo- 
Congressites in this Coun<‘il will once more be brought to bear against 
the Government during the passing of grants. 

In the third place, we are faced with the economic ruination of 
the Province on account of the depression and lack of money. In 
many districts, the tenant cannot afford to pay his rent to the land- 
lords — ^by rent I mean the jama plus ahtcahs that take such extra- 
ordinary forms of talehama, naih-iuizar^ sherista Jcfiaraeh^ l>oat-hire, 
gravvkharcha^ handeji^ doituri^ agomoni^ hahhritti^ isicarhritti and 
similar impositions. The landlords therefore, by means of the 
certificate procedure, has his movables, his cattle, his plough sold, 
irrespective of the provisions of section 60 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. The agriculturist is unable to pay his dues to the mahajan. 
The vuJiajan, therefore, when he can afford it, files suits and has the 
lands sold. 

The tenant is fast l)ecoming a landless labourer. What has 
Government dune to relieve it? Nothing. The question is what can 
it do? 1 make the following suggestions which were among the 
resolutions that were passed at the annual session of the Assam-Bengal 
Proja C^mference at Charahari, Tangail, in Christmas week, and at 
which I had the honour to preside. Firstly, legislation must be 
introduced to abolish sales of land and proprietors* and oecupaitcy 
tights in execution of decrees other than rent decrees. I mdke a 
reservation in favour of rent decrees, because rent is an incident that 
runs wiih^ the land. It is a contractual right so indissolubly bound 
up with the poesession of the land that it must stand on a difereat 
footing, and though we may ask for suspensions and other rtliels, the 
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jli^ in tbe lailt mort be subject to that liability. Money debts, 
pfireTer, are different and we must see to it if we want our peasantry 
In remain alive, that the lands are not sold in execution of decrees 
ton money debts. This is of primary importance. In Miraapur and 
Basail, two very large thanas of Tangail, all the lands have been 
taken up by mahajam, particularly os reprisals for the Kishoreganj 
riots. Now there are no agriculturist proprietors, only lmrgad 4 ir$; as 
a rule in all the districts, wherever there is a tnafmjan you will hnd 
that the agricultural lands within a radius of several miles, have all 
been acquired by him in execution sales. Secondly, the rate of 
interest must be fixed, sny, not more than 9 to 12 per cent. No 
higher rate of interest should be allowe<i by the Court. Thirdly, no 
one may obtain a decree for interest greater than half the principal 
amount. Fourthly, we must come to a compromise with the zamindnrt 
with regard to the rights of bargadnrs, and soften the rigors of 
nazrana and preemption. Fifthly, (dfivain must W made criminal; 
and the rent roll of zanitndart must !>« o})en to inspettion by Govern- 
ment. One of the reasons why the tenant hesitates to pay his dua 
rent is that what he pays is allotted to ahu'ah$ and anears of interest 
coming down from time iramemoiial. and not to actual rent. In many 
zanundarie* rents are not collected, unless ahtrahs are paid along with 
them. Sixthly, that the execution of decrees shall be suspended f*;r 
three years. The lands realise a nominal amount only, and do not 
even cover the decretal amount. If, within the three years, conditions 
improve the moratorium may be raised. If this cannot be done by 
legislation, it should be done by ordinances. 



Rti KEtHAB CHANDRA BANER^I Bahnllir: Sir, are we dis- 
cussing the Tenancy laws of this Province? 

Mr. H. B. BUHRAWAROYt I know that what 1 say 

will sting the zamimlars, particularly the bad ones, but 
there is no reason why I should not utter mime 

home truths. Seventhly, that there shall Iw no suits for 

increments of rent for three years. Kighthly, that there should be a 
general remission of interest on arrears of rent, similarly to that 
kindly granted by Government in l(h4U nmhal areas affecteil by the 
floods. We have many such suggestions and I shall lie glad to sup- 
plement the knowledge of Government with my wifulom. 1 offer onr 
co-operation and if (iovemiuent will not accept it lo-flay wf hope 
that in the next Council there will l»e such a leaven of a real tenants' 
party in the Council, that will initiate legislation— not a mere 
tenants' party for political or group purposes— that Oovemment and 
the Bnroptna element will think it worth their while to C0^)perali 
wiGt it. 
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Balbre, Sir, I sit down I wish to tnrpross if I msy-^lor I know 
hm aH of 06 think — tho sincere appreoiation of the Council of the 
manner in which the Hon*ble Mr. I^ntice has discharged the difficolt 
duties entrusted to him. I have not as yet found myself able to 
eomplimeat any member of Gcwemment» since I joined the Council 
in 1921; but, I think I shall be lacking in my duty, which has 
always led me to criticise members of Government, if I did not 
express my appreciation when the occasion calls for it. Not only on 
tbe one hand are we reasonably secure, but on the other hand, the 
rigors of the ordinances have been mncb softened by bis strong sense 
of justice. In Mr. Prentice we have a straight, God-fearing man, 
endowed with high principles, a rare ability and courage and never 
have those qualities shone with greater prominence than in these 
difficult times. We have found that if any injustices are brought to 
bis notice, he does not hesitate to rectify the errors. He has the full 
support of the (jouncil; even his critics pay him tribute from time 
to time, and we hope that he will long remain with us to pilot Bengal 
in this crisis. 

Lastly, Sir, we must pay our tribute to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member. We are sorry that this will l)e his last Budget, and we 
shall lose him so soon. Mr. Harr has not only been an able Finance 
Member, of wide sympathies, but as a man and a Member of tbe 
Council he has, by his kindliness, his frankness, his friendliness to 
all, conlnbute<l lai'gely to that spirit of coKiperation within the 
Council, which has given Government such substantial majorities. 
By the manner in wdiich he has taken us into his confidence, he has 
been largely instrumental in demolishing that barrier between the 
Council and the Government that is almost a concomitant of the 
system of dyan'hy. We wish him the best of luck and God-speed and 
for ourselves w*e wish that his successor will make every effort to 
follow' in his fmitsteps and maintain the tradition of friendliness and 
ho$ihomie with which the name of Mr. Marr wiM ever be linked 
within the Council and outside. 

ff45 p.m. 

Mr. MR AT KMMAR ROTS Mr Pmident, Sir, while fully 
sympathising with the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr in the difficult task with 
whi^ he finds himself confronted for the last time in bis oarser as 
the Finance Member of Bengal and while fully loalising the unfor- 
tunate situation created by the deficit of about a mure and atuty-four 
lakhs of rupees, necessitating the approach to the Central Govenunent 
lor a loan, 1 am aorty to draw the attention of the Oovenoneiit to 
the wants under the following subjects upon which Mie aaie of 
vstianohment has fallea, causing thsse drsa^ starved depsartmeiiis to 
hocoiao stiR more inoperative. 
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however, confine my remaths only to a few of the snhieett, 
jtts#:!lh point out how disastrous the consequence of retienchmeat upon 
thetii, will be for the uplift of Bengal, 

Sir, though there are several agricultural farms and agricuttuial 
ofiicerB maintained by the Government, the cultivators still fail to 
derive adequate beneiite from them. One of the principal reasons 
for this is, in my opinion, the want of adequate number of properly 
trained demonstrators or guides, by whatever name you call them, 
amongst them. Sir, it has been admitte<l by the Hoy at Commission 
on Agriculture in India, that Indian cultivators are quite intelligent 
beings in their own way; so that if they be pioperly guided with 
demonstrations and advices in their work, they will be able to get 
themselves instilled with the spirit of the latest scientific discoveries 
" and thus be profited by them. These agricultural demonstrators o^ 
“village guides,’* as Mr. Brayun of Gurgaon fame calls them, may 
be trained in the way as proposed by him in his famous book on 
village uplift in India. Sir, 1 brought a resolution in the present 
session of the Council about the training and appointment (tf these 
village guides in groups of villages, but unfortunately for want oi 
time, the resolution could not be moved. Another gieat help towards 
the uplift of the cultivators will be to establish a Marketing Board, 
so that it may, with the b^lp uf the Department of Agriculture, 
standardise the agricultural produces and then to obtain for them the 
best value in the market. 


Next comes the question of the improvement of cattle, upon which 
depends so much the pros|)eriiy of the cultivators. Bir, for this 
purpose also I tabled a resolution in the present session of (he Council, 
demanding the ap{K)iutment of a larger nunilier of veterinary 
assistants able to cope with the vast number of cattle in the Province, 
both during their health and their disease, but 1 had to withdraw 
this resolution on the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture pointing out 
that lack of funds stands in the way to any steps l>eing taken in this 
direction. Sir, with the duly trained village guides and the duly 
trained veterinary assistants stationed amongst them, with ably 
managed (XH)perative credit societies established in villages to finance 
them and with the Marketing Board with its branches installed all 
over the countiy to properly disfKweNd their produces, the prosperity 
of the cultivating classes would have been aesured; Inti instead wa 
find, we are as far off from that ae ever. 


I 

Sir, t camioi oondlude my remarks on agricultural irnprovemenii 
of the country without luference to scientific agricultural education. 
For upon proper scientific knowledge depends the real matortal pro> 
grees and liroeperiiy. Sir, the prospect of the Dacca eeheme for 


II 



•diMUtioB, BtttcriidMag. i» •*»U •“ !«■«*• fa# pi|r-* 

iWW Air (fiitti if 
far df)— as tha raport k I)in»a*tttart <H Agricdt&w for tba 
ln^ yaar eeofaaaat— for lack of IiibA. Sir, if lodt of funA ba a 
■tvi^iig Uovk in tkis oa« Aon *lwdd Ilia Oo#ananont par- 
sistently lOhwa la accept fond snppliad % tile foimdati« ereated by 
Knmar B. K. ‘Bay of Digbapatlyn-^for ittaoKonflng bii^Mr agcicvl- 
ttiral itodiaa in cwinaction wifli Aa Bajdiabi CSHagof This fonadu- 
-Am is qnita handsoma, it now amonnts to marly four laUu of 
in Dovonmaai Promissory Notes, and so can go a kmg way to help 
the €k)Taminant in astabUshing tbe bq^cr agricuhoral dassaa pro- 
pt^. 'Pol das, for soma myoterions reasons best known la fta 
^ovammaitt, ^ foundation is banging fire fbr more than twdoe 
yaan! 
i" 

As there was no quomm the Council was adjourned till the Mth 
Mardi, 1932, at tbe ConncH Honse, Calcutta. 



tiidC!z to me . 

lea#I iJ^sidative CkHV^ Pf^<x«diiigi. 

OffieWRepoit) 

, ^VoL XIjl£VUl— No.' ' 


3 ^ to 24 | |_^ 79 AMtkmum •oi M|«r^ 


ItoiAlinw Wi^(» .. 

OMirtovM Lom»» 

ntim. ■■ 

MiMtMWM. » 1 , JO*. *’*• 

Tippers ihooting irffsir* ststsuiMii 
Msulvl Syoit JsIsUKidip Hsehsmy 
girdirtg. , 

A|IMiHN«MM 

Bill, CHtniflsl Ainend«W»'^» *®^l*f***^ 
1 M 2 . 79 . 

I^'Siid 'fifvr grsil^ 


C^,«pifiili%'e Co l o sl ipll io n st, liT. 


Oltels^OttkwNl* J 90 . 


« 9 , «l, el 


ti niinfertii : 


^.TlMiwy (AinMktewlK ll fl« l il fci ,;H8l» 
499 , 34 , 31 3 «,| 7 . 
ttosnd for grMit>^ 

.47«^Mis«sllstii«s«ii, 941 
MpkUm pn^t^e In ll p nhtiw ^ 
MowinitonsMi to ^ fMMl^ 

supply of. 8*2. #88. ' 

Nosbsd islukt }<»I4S In <%itli||i^ 
IM. . ' 

Pmvinotg; Piii^m0Aa$, 0«rvi<]S, ITt. a. ' 
FubUosUim of mpta^ of ProiimMm M 
Boi»iia l.sgWslivs.CoiinU! I« IW 

Uttiriotu Ipsm ililf IW* ‘ , 


M lf»sne ilil lei U 


AUowsnoes of dotwiiK^ 111 


Cl 6 w&*-''Sl.r^: toiiiiiip «l 


H.IM. ■ ' ' ,* '':'r 


ISS. 1 * 4 . -' . 

9 .ita« to, «,o^*AiPA,rS’ f,'*' ' 


'Wi " ~ ...» ......... <>. *>, I 



liJBlSX [Vai.. IXXV]^ to. 2 , 




Criminal Law Amawteieiii, Bangii, 
J982, *14 14. 

B«nt, Ciloatta, lW*f »®- 

•anttrlM, Miv MMMti 

A<l<litkmal tia on fait, *3«. 230. 
j^prariaci agitation in Tippwai 00. 
aaiwitioatton of certain lady prieoner*, 
50. 

Powar of PwiWonU to reealve «hort m>^ 
Afnendmonta to BflU, 100, 107. 
Taxi-Book Committee, 172. 


Banking faoilitiaa for helping the mill 
indiwtry of. 100. 

Irrigation projacte in, U. 

Milaago of road* in Indae tkiana of, 157. 




Mo«|i>itP Mto to BWiito Ittftriwww 
«*•**•• .. 

Puhlieatio& of rapoft of fWoWing" of 
ttengal Lagkdaliaa M news- 

papem, I®1» Iftt* 

Staten^mt of Miii IMna I)a4, iS, 

iMHfiitjgMiiiftBMiil ^ 

PuWicatloo of tha lopoit of tim 

of, in nawapapofa, IflL ■ 


,See-~flortfalarlat. 


•Mflri TMUMOy (« 

Proviaton in laapect to bargadara, ato,, 156. 


PkKoim for, 150. 

Bill. Orlminai Uw Aroandtnani, B«N^» 
1W4131. , , 

Additional tax on aalt, 23». 

Armatw, conviction and dalantion under 
ordinanoa*. 1^0. 

Bill- 

Criminal Law Amendment, Bai^l, 
lOia, 115. ^ 

fhypcmaioa of lawmral Traak, Hangid. 
im. 40. 41. ^ - 

Meaton Xwaipl^ ^1- 

Bin, Criminal Law Amendmant^ Bengal, 
IW4«5*»4»4.i60.U5, 

Ctowlw fci T W »Wiit toMhw» , 

, w*i« . ^ ^ ^ 

CJiipHiftwIlannf 

, S. 


176. 

•iikt) 

Oetpi (Amendment), 13engal, 1032, 45. 
Criminal law Amendment, Bengal 1032— 
Cireulatkiii lar opinion on, 60, 08. 
Conaideraticn of, 68, 101* 

IntmiMilon of, 54. * 

PfiTtHB of, 150. 

Hefamiaa ^ ^ Select CJommittoe, 90. 
104.. 

OieorderH Compeiwetioii. Bengel. 1032 — 
C^nmiatMMtlar opinion on. 80. 
Introduction of, 48. 

Hefavanoe to a Seleet Commiilaa, 40. 51. 
Jula. Bangal 1058— 

' Intfoduetion of, 41, 44. 

Ifunieipal (Amendmaot), Caleiitta, 1581-^- 
Cimnilatkmlof^afdn^ 
pll^tam, B an gri y 1088 — 

Ciipnlatiion for apfokm on. 41, 45» 

‘ '^^^goditttionol, 45. 

-r *- - <v— !**«-' to. a. 

Vrnlt, fiAn»¥. »•»- , . . 

0iHi|>iM,trrn ol IntoiHil'TW®®.^ 

ouMto^ 

'pi iiiiuiKiia*'»ia 







xtxviii, No, 1] tmtx. 

iNMOn, m. 

•I, 185. 


Ik 


of,S8. 

Ill 


181. 


.S'«<K-OiaQVlt<«. 

Kidyiuii. 


M8«, Mr. 0. 4. 

DcKRuund loY'gnint — 
47'>~MmcoUaiMH)U», 241!. 


ClMsiflottlioii I>1 prtnoneni by Mr. H. K. IV. 
Third Predde^ H). 

Subool in. 52. 

^ -* A* ^ aM 

^Bw»ww* 

mHh nUiMr, 184. 

UlMUt «14. 

Otr U f Mi df ttwp 

.v’«e — Rimgpur. 

OtH Mi rmmM in Khiliii, 188 . 

Oiwllii)M, Mr. i. 6 . 

Bill. Criminal Law' Arnamiliient. Beii(;al. 
1032. Ill, 112. 113. 

eiHM«MR(; liiw miMfi mmm ^ 

Hoabad ialulw and jotea in Chiitaffoit^. 
154. 

CNHMilwrI, Kina Kalnitir MmIvI Ai* 


Oaaiar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Additional tax on lalt. 240. 

Bill. JnV. IVt^ial. 1032. 41. 

Maiton Award* 230. 

Oam Mftli 

MuhIuum in tlio o(!ity» of hunpaotmiM of 
rk'houU, 18. 

DMcaiail 

lVt««niiii III, 57. 

D ana Kanyamiol IImA 
Oai,Kahnai 

^ CJaiaihralion ol. 54. 

OaK Mill Mat 

SlatiRimii of. 23. 

Mm, iai Kalniiir SMysaira Kaanr 


Mualima in. minintoriai a|ryV<»M iii dintnrt 
offiooa, 180«* 

Awwiwtnnot of Noabad taluka 6f. 153. 
AamamMint of lavanuo of Noabad talnkii 
Md JotM in. 161. 

Noabad tahilca and joMp in* 154. 

muMjiH miMmi mmi m. 


AJJowaucoaof «ii>U'i»uii, 150, 
mk OiNordarM (’oiniNMWMttffn, IVngal. 
im* 48. 40. 

Oiona.Narayaiiganj Boad. 57. 
iMoaiut in Dw'c^ Jail. 57. 

(kmoral (tiaouNHiiin of tbo Bui%<d. 188. 
Udighnii **^**‘* oolllaion tioar Fat^ilia 
(Daooa). 17, 18. 

Kataa for noodm tradV. 1 73. 




AnniMwottl^lloabad talukaof Chlltafong. 

lii. 

at Badarkliall, 

Sllfe.-,. ’fti* 1 


IMIlMkwt. I 



Oai, Kal t abaia r KMVial Kaaiar 

ftrirTffirT"^* of fomMnM ol Noabad laMa 
. ' 1 la ChiMoiOfig* IAI, 

CldMliVO^ MiiMniaelioob III. 

0||i mmrn Pm INl 




iimKx; xxxtiii, so. 2 . 


Urn Bengal. 

IW»— 

tor ofniiitm oe, lo«t, W*. 
llitfCKitMiioii otf cftrried, 67. 

Pmm^ of, owTiad, 160. 

Ri»(M«noe to a Salact Committee, loet, 
104. 

To be in foroe lor one year, loit, 121. 
Jute, Bengal* IOT2 — 

Beave to introduce, loet, 44. 

Tenancy (Amendment). Bengal, 1031— 
CHroulatiori (or opinion on, carried, 38. 

Ml, M MmM Dr, NftrMIuiii 

Bill, Criminal Law Amendment. Bengal, 
1032, 136. 137, 130. 

Cleneral diamiaaion of the Budget, 192. 

mgliiMHaf MndM. IMI«eltl. 178. 

UIMh liM tor diMli Ui toptoinMr MHi, 

153. 

IflilM mM ftr diltiiHi l8 rmmM kMi, 27. 

tMifU, MMitvi N«r Ralmiiii Ktan 

ICubammadan stenographera in tlie Bengal 
Beoretariai. 226, 227. 

rytQl. tM Hm'Mi fIftWtl K* ^ 


Jute, Bengal, 1932, 43. 

Pasture, Bengal. 1932, 48, 

Oo<operattve Colonlaation at Ba*larkhali, 

167. 


BitivlaeMa Bngi**®®’^*^ Serviee, 178. 
""liefhiia^lfiilr coaiaion near. 17. 


Mi, Ortadnid Law Amendment, BengAl, 
lilt. 07. 116, 



Law Amendment, Bengal, 


CIUMi«M,li.iad8ofa««t 
tmmmmii of mMp «l4Ctiitto. 


mm, a» aw n w-a a. K.ii-*mxUL .■ 

AMmant of ttmm of Nbrtad tatata 

futd jotee in €3iittagong, 162, 163. 

Bengal Tenancy ( Amendmewtl 

Proviaion in reepect to bafgadaia, etc., 
166. 

Bill, Tenancy (Amendment), Bcsigal, 1931, 
36. 

Cadastral Survey in Murahidi^bod, 182. 
Certificate caaee in Rangpur Sadar, 26, 26, 
27. 

Ceae Mid revenue in Khulna, 188* 
Claasificationof oorUin la|^ peteonem, 66, 
66 . 

ClaMiftcation of prisoners by Mr. H. K. De, 
Third Presidency Magistmie, Oaloiitta, 
20, 21, 22. 

Clamification of prisoners Kalyani Das and 
Ashrafuildin Clujudhury, 64. 

Kstates sold for defaulte in September 
kisto, 163. 164. 

Ketates sold for clefaulte in revenue kista, 
27. 

Jfanuers of Government estates, 19. 
Mileage of rowls in 1 ndas thana of Bankura, 
168. 

MosquitO'nete to Division III prisunefa, 
supply of, 222, 223. 

Muslims in tl»e mioiaterial services in 
district offices, 180, 181.,; 

Noabad taluks and jotes in Chittagong, 
15.5. 

Higlit nf pre-emption exercisiHl by land- 
lords, 28. 

MMPMiet. tkf Mn*Mt AMi tk i M B wK M 

Irrigation projects in Bankura, 14, 16, 16. 
lUvaeTitash, 26. 


Farmam of, 19. 

Letter to Prwiklent from, roplybii to a 
^ ^ nirytrr sympaOty at his eaoapt 
f; during CsMut8<| Dmvomity Copv y> a t h %< 
; 72. 

Mm, Mr. P. N. 

Additional la* on salt, 184. 888* 



xxivin. Nov»l 


tNDKX. 


jltfittlloiikmlbrgimUoeiwo te. 

•ifflim Mr. J. K. 

BMt Orattinal Law AnM»iidin»nt« Bengul, 
I93t. W, ^ 

OfOMiil iliictiiim tbo Budget^ 185. 

Varm&M ^ d^vcimineTit 19. 

Uaurioiui Loiuni Act,,. 155, 157. 

MiMM, KIMM MMtfvr MMivI AiImI 

MimUid l3ifli*lMiool to Oilcutta. 63. 

HMkMNy. Mtoilvi lyAtf ItotoiiMHii 

Agmrian «gitaiion in Tipfiem, 68, 59. «». 
61, 62, 63. 

AllowaztoeH of detenun, 1 58, 1 59. 
fiethune CoHogo, 170. 

Bill, CrimiiMkl Law Aiimiuliwnt. Bengal. 
1932, 87, 88. 99. 135. 

CTlaiiiiAoation of cv^rtain Uuiy prtoinorit. 55. 
Clamifioaiion of priaoiK^rw by 31r. H. K. l>r. 
Third Pnjaidency MagiMtmte. ( ntcuito, 


Mudlira Qifb' SolMol to C4m^ SI. 

KMnn, MmM iUWI 

Bill, ('‘riiuinal Iav AimindiiMtit, 

1932, 89. 

Holidays for Muharmin facitval, 19. 

Holiday for ) 'oztiahnm Sharif, 170, 

Zenana Agnnry at Halar, Mumltidabad, 
22ii. 

KiMM, Maohri TamlttoWto 

Bill, IMmittal l#aw Aiiiemlnuint. B<Mi(pd« 
1932. 113. 114. 

Holiday M for Mitliarram featival, 19, 20. 

Meaton Award, 230. 

Muluuumadan alanographani in llwi Battyal 
Bfwretariat. 226. 

Mualirii ilirlM' Hi’hoid in Calcutta. 62. 53. 

Higlit of prn miiptuui esoiriiwil hy land- 
luttlM. 27. 

Klialiia, Otii itol IlmiiiMi to, 183. 

LtorariM, 16H. 173. 

MiW, Hr. n. 


20. 21. 

Pamand for grant ~ 

47->Mi80«Uancouii. 249, 250. 261. W2, 
263. 

DflpDua and 8f«ta pnaonen*. 22. 

Oeitoral diacusaion of tlio Bu<iget, 211. 
MoMquiiO'iiota to Pivinion 111 priwnew, 
jtupply of, 221. 222, 223. 

Motion for adjouronient ragardutg 1’ippara 
shooting, statament by. 52. 63. 

Foint of order, 198, 20t>. 


OrtiEoate caacM in liangpur 2** *8. 

27. 


Mtihammadan Cireto Offienm, liakargAUj, 
160. 

MtiMatoiao Wakf Act. 174. , ^ 


Sm Banhtim. 


m 


Bengal Tenancy (Arneiulroent) A<'l 

ProviaioH in n'npiH’t to fnirj/adutM, at»t, 
165. 

Ilafr« OH Hr. A., 6.1.1. 

Additioiuil Ux on nalt. 239, 

Banking fa^ulitiea for ladping the mill 
iiuluntry of Bankura. 168. 

I8unand tor grant ■ 

47— kfiaoellancN^ua, 241. 

Holkiaya for Muliarratn ftwiivabi. 19. 10. 
Holiday for 1 'onfnAom Sharif, 170. 
Meghna Mikir eolliskifi iMtaf fatidto 
(Paera), 18. 

Mesion Award, 232. 

Ilultanunadan »tef>ogra|diem In thi Hangal 
Soeretanat, 220, 227. 

JPIat^w tor llamabali railway atolton# 
I60" 

fVrnrntaff'T^f* of Bmlgnt for 1 832*1% HL 
Praas F^itii tor i ^ Aaatndathm. I*. 

:.j:i:.fr'HiMHk i9h ^ m m m 

liNiiHA 88%' 





INDEX. 


XXX?m, No. 3 


Itw— ChiMaoMg. 

M mggiigii 

(Oftoea). 


AtlMidanoe of. 13, 52. 106, 152, 220. 

IMm Awtri, ifMitl nttiM rtfiriiiic 

228. 

r, 170, 227. 


>e« — FatulU ^Dacoa). 

MMilfi, KImm laiuMtiir HiiliMiimii AMvl 

Agrarian agitation in Tippcm, 63. 

Hill, Criminal Law AmenUiuant, Bengal, 
1032. 05. 

Irrigation projmrtii in Uankura, 15, 16. 
Mvuilim (lirlN* Sehool in Calcutta, 53. 54, 
Mualimii in the miniaterial aervioea in 
diatrict ofTioea, 181. 

MuMaalman Wakf Act, 174. 

Wttfckfjii, Mr. SyamaprtMM 

Bethune College, 1 77. 

Bill, Criminal 1.4iw Anicndinent, Bengal. 

1032, 108, 132. 133, 136, 137, 142, 145. 
Detenu Mr. Btibluui Cliandra Boee, 166, 
167. 

Statement of Miai Bina Daa, 23. 

MkSaekm&AM III 

Ilf 

rtf, 221. 

liiFUtir mM M^lmptotor 

M-FWiMM, 227. 

iiMtuifciii to m tMiti 

226. 


HoUdaya for, 10. 


Bill, Muniotfial (Amendnuint). Oalculta, 

mi. $ 9 , 

■WflHMMIBi WHpPPErai mmwWf IHi Moi, 


(Mk ^ INt 

m. 

VMM Ml 114. 



Mtok MMi Ml IM 

Ceae and Beirpiuia in Khulna* 188. 
General diaeumton of the Budget, 106. 


BiB. Criminal Law Amendment, Bengal, 
1932, 118. 


Sse — Deooa-Namyangenj Road. 

IUMiotMs, M NmHi Mr. Klrakla. KI.C. 

Bethune College, 176, 177. 

CHrcular forbidding teaobeni of Govern- 
ment schoobi from undertaking private 
tuition, 175, 176. 

Librariee, 169, 174. 

Mathematiea Profeeeor, Pieaidency College, 
Calcutta, poet of, 1 85. 

Muhammadan Inapector and Sub-Inspector 
of Schools, 24-ParganaH, 227. 

Muslim Girls' School in Calcutta, 53, 54. 

Muslims in the office of Inspectress of 
Schools, Dacca Circle, 16. 

Mussolmun Wakf Act. 174. 

Text* Book Committee, 171, 172. 

Zenana .\gency at Salar, Murshidabad, 

22C), 221. 


tolMkt 

See — Chittagong. 

MM-foyiMst •! tfiiM to Tiggara u# oMifr 

r. 177. 

13. 


ir, ITO. 

O r —tto* Mr. 1. 0. 

Bill, CVuninal l.aw Atnendment, 
1082. 117, 118. 

Demastd lor grant— 

47— HiioeUaiieom, 268, 868. 


Rates for goods tceCOo, tit. 

, M ilMi*ll6 Mr. W. ». fU UJ., 


Agrerien egitetioa in Tippers, 88, 88, 8i, 

68,68. 

AUowaaem of detenus. 188. * 

AppIkeMon for gun Ueenee by 

' .17* 



INDEX. 


TXXVjm. Wo. 2.] 


oai, 

flonvidioii mm! detontkm umler 
IW, 


^ OrlmisMl ham Amemiment, 1932. 94, 95. 
91* 99. 78. 9t 102. 103. 1 1». 120. 122. 
129, 129. 133. 136. 138. 139. 141. 143. 
144.149, 148. 


Ditorden Gompeiuiaiion. Ht^ngal. 1932. 
50. 


Sui^jniRion of Iramoml TmOic. BpiikmI. 
1932, 40. 

Dcunaiid forgmnt— 

47--Mi«Ertl«iam». 244. 245. 246, 251. 
202. 268. 261. 262. 


Detenu Mr. Subhei Chandm Bow. 167. 
Detenus and State prisoners, 22. 


Detenus in Dacca Jail, 07. 


IndepeiMlence Day oelobratioii, 170, 171. 
Muhammadan Circle OfRcem. Bakarganj, 
100. 


Pmpaganda for non-payment of dues in 
Tippora and other places, 178, 
Publication of Proceedings of tlic Bengal 
I.iegiBlative Council in news^tafiera, 225 
Publication of report of Proct^dings of 
Bpngal Legislative (’ouncil in nea's- 
fiapent. 161. 162, 193. 

Statement of Miss Bina Das, 23, 24. 
Usurious Loans Act, 159, 157. 


Rt|d>^ of, exeveiaBd by landlords. 27. 

fmiiMwy Oiilii 

^iss-^Taknltt*. 


pMiUm m IU |9 iir Mww i UM i 

IMI m9 mmrnmK Kt, 91 89IIIM91 

AmeadiMKits to special motums. 180, 236. 


Cbmmunieation from Oovemor leptying to 
a maaMge of sympathy on his escape at 
OiOeiillolMwniity.ll. 

Demaad tor]^&n9--- 
47^MiieatlansCTWS, 241. 243, 244. 245. 
249, 249. 200. 201. 202. 203. 206. 259, 


292,293* 

Pn«»«r oL to wodw short noli« amend 
monla&BBhhlOA 107. 


fprilnr moHoti undiv mction 79A, rvlinipi 
IP In wlMt no^kMis oonw 


tfi 


frm iMpii ym* 5.^:;::::,:: lA 

■»-« * *- IMS 

mWi mNPR W$ PBPNIli 170. 


•S'sih- Bengal Legislative CfKuncU. p 

rfvOTMilipi w% ftpipvmw 

pMimitiiii •!, hi npip ip if i , 224. 

rmilMMli m rfWliVliqp Vt MKHt 

Itiivt eoiNNil hi ■i PI 9 2p 9 W » 


Rahioti, Mr. A. f, M. AMwr 

Muhammadan Impeelor ami Sithlnspecter 
of Schools. 24.|^irgariaa, 227. 


Ap|>ltcatiun for gun license hy Babu 
Sachindra Bhusan Cupta, 16, 17, 

Bill- 

Criminal Iaw Amemlnieitt, Bengal, 1931, 
69. 

Paature, Bengal, 1932, 45. 

Demand for grant^ 

47 — Mirn'cllaneotw. 241, 243. 244, 245. 
Ceneral discussion of IhHlget, 218, 294. 
Ubrarifa, 168. 169, 17.1. 

Platform for Bansabali railway station, 
159. 166. 

ftMfOW 

OKifieate cases in, 25, 26, 

Kay, ioN KhitlMr MilMw 

Agrarian agitation In Tip|spra, 59, 90. 
General dlaeuiision of Bislget. 2o6. 
l*copaginda for non-iMytnent of dues In 
Tippera and other pl*«o** *7'' 

Biver Titaah, 24. 

toy, Mr. 898119 OMOMraMrar 

Additional tax on salt, 239, 237, 239, 
Agrarian agitation in Tippera, 91 . 
AOowanoiw of deteiitai, 150. 

Aroendmenta to sfieeial rnotions. !•«. 239, 
Beibune College. 177. 

Bill. Crimiiial l-asr Amendmont. llengal, 
I9SS. 89. 109. 143. 144. 

ClamiftratiiTn of oettatn lady priaonafli, 00, 







_ 

'PiM ewttiw lli**i*nl*^ 0>*?«^ 

• *».''• ' 4 ,,:;' '., ■' 

47— WMb>WM«.'S)*. *«. **»;,’ ; 

to IXvitiM grito^ 

itl^y pit itt. , 

III Ofdtf #III| 

•bn <rf ipwlll motion wAw 

IhjMUtion ofloport of Vn^eefiOa^ of 

LoffiilAttvo Cotinoil In nowg. 

|Ni||)ori, 1 W. 

Stctomoit Of Mim 

Ptmq Employom' Aitjdotlori, !«• 




1 ^ '' *>^'P''i; 




Additional to* on aalt, 240* 

Bill, Criminal Iaw Amwndineiit, Boiigal, 
1222, 75. 76, 78. 102, 108, 122, 128, 129, 
ISO. IS4, 188, 140. 146. 

CtlMMiOoaflon of jiriaonew by Mr. H. K 
Da. TThird Pfanidwiiy Magistrate, 
Caloiiita, 81. 

Daroand for grant— 

47*— MiaoolUmoow, 245, 246, 249, 

Maaton Award, 2S2. 

Publication o| tjia I»rtfN»dmgii of tha 
Bengal Itegiidativo Council in news* 
pafiem, 224. 225. 

|H«wTnMll,24. 


Mklnapore MuidMpal%, 179. tl7. 

flty,ifiNi8l|Midr| 

Bill. Criminal Ifwr Amandmant, Bangal. 
1982. 86. lOd, 107. 

Qaiiftml dbis**dn94|f tho Budget, 190. 


rr ' I" ' 

ngiiiia'Ilah^^WWlI Hi M. 87. 

.aaa 

^ 

Oandmldia wi a ririn of 218. 

legation pnoiiriir^iii linkura. 14. 
Milaage<d lundain Indwtlumd^ Badl^ 

187. > ^ ^ 

220 . 


8•lt.ll84Nl^llr«IB^ 

MoMimil k tb8. ^W»oo of Inspectrew ol 
8oh«i^. lliM Cinda, 1C\ 

Befeienoe to tk deatli of, 18. 

igil, a dii mirt tmt, 284. 

l•Md,nMll9iM« 

Bin, Criminal Law Amendmeni. Bengal 
1982, 96. 


BUI, Paataim, Ueniiil. 1982. 48. 
tlamifil dianiiaiiitin nf Ilia B^idgel, fTt, 


Muhammadan steiiograplmWin, f®8, 
m 

Additional ta* on salt, 236. 

Agrarian agitation in l^ppawir 81. 

Bfll— 

Criminal Law AmoiiNlliwiut* 

1988, 81, 101. 128, 128. 

JTute, Bengal. 1932, 41. a. 
ClasaiOeatkm of igfsotpfatk*^* K. K* 18 
Third Bwaktoocy Migiafcc^,;^l«i«tO 
21 . 22 . 

CloMificatWof ptiiiPW" K^ymw Daa an 
Asfarafuddan CSiOwdliury. 84. 

Demand lor Bpan^ S*. 

47--Misoikiiwnki, M 

Oentnli ,||,hiAia tt «>» Sirigto, IM*' 
SmmMat Mtai Bin. Dto. «• 


Bil^ — 

OMnal Law 
IMIB8 








nu 

dirnaaitim ^ Bugj^ 


CBdMtnl mwy ip|j|ui»likUbt4 itl* 

BrtAte* iold for di>1i^ in wvwui* ktatfc 

^'t 

Q«Mi^ dIsotMtioti of the Budget* t67. 


Caicnittot ♦ 

f>“ ' •'**? 


;^->D0teoae. 

••hnnNMr.Mr>H<l. 

QfnmKUWiWion ®* B®****- **•• *'•' 


4 ; jmMIhi 

^ iti 


rrnpigMidi ler'wmiMyiAiiit of 
^ . iBd 0 ^ 


j^e^ltCvwTitoih. 


AU. 


\ Hohdoy iw* *W- 

SiMMAlMMyiAtaliri 


m,;*’ 


».<!* 











